Updating Flood-Hazard Information in DuPage
Full Mitigation Best Practice Story
DuPage County, Illinois
DuPage County, IL - As a large county in Illinois with an active water resources
management program, DuPage County has developed its own, highly advanced
methodology for modeling the flood hazard. Its principal goal in the Cooperative Technical
Partner (CTP) program is to integrate their water resources management efforts with the
NFIP program so the FEMA FIRMs will reflect the most up-to-date flood hazard information
available for the county.
To achieve this goal, DuPage County has worked through the CTP program to get FEMA approval for their flood hazard
modeling methodology. The next step is for DuPage County to create a digital FIRM (DFIRM) for the county with updated
floodplain delineations based on new topography. The countywide DFIRM will be the foundation for the future work planned by
the county. Building on this foundation, the county is planning a multi-year effort to update the hydrology and hydraulics (H&H)
on a countywide basis using its own innovative engineering modeling system. The result will be a state-of-the-art,
comprehensive watershed model for the entire county.
The complete countywide DFIRM is expected to be finished in 2001. A pilot area has already been completed, and the County
expects to complete work on a 13 square mile drainage basin within the next four months. FEMA has provided a small amount
of funding for the project, but DuPage County is performing the majority of this extensive effort on their own.

Activity/Project Location
Geographical Area: Single County (County-wide)
FEMA Region: Region V
State: Illinois
County: DuPage County

Key Activity/Project Information
Sector: Public
Hazard Type: Flooding
Cooperative Technical Partner Activity; Flood Study Map Rollout/ Map
Activity/Project Type: Modernization; Floodplain Management
Activity/Project Start Date: 01/2000
Activity/Project End Date: Ongoing
Funding Source: Cooperating Technical Partners (CTP)
Funding Recipient: Local Government
Funding Recipient Name: DuPage County
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Activity/Project Economic Analysis
Cost:

Amount Not Available

Non FEMA Cost:

Activity/Project Disaster Information
Mitigation Resulted From Federal
Disaster? Unknown
Value Tested By Disaster? Unknown
Repetitive Loss Property? Unknown

Reference URLs
Reference URL 1: http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/ctp_main.shtm
Reference URL 2: http://www.state.il.us/iema/

Main Points
•

•

•

Its principal goal in the Cooperative Technical Partner (CTP) program is to integrate their water resources management
efforts with the NFIP program so the FEMA FIRMs will reflect the most up-to-date flood hazard information available for
the county.
Building on the DFIRM, the county is planning a multi-year effort to update the hydrology and hydraulics (H&H) on a
countywide basis using its own innovative engineering modeling system. The result will be a state of the art,
comprehensive watershed model for the entire county.
FEMA has provided a small amount of funding for the project, but DuPage County is performing the majority of this
extensive effort on their own.
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