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2 Battalion Tactical Groups (BTGs) are ad hoc, task-specific formations designed to operate autonomously as combined 

arms formations. BTGs are built around infantry and armor units, with supporting air defense, artillery, and other units. 

BTGs comprise the higher readiness units of the Russian military and are staffed by professional (also known as 

contract) personnel. Each Russian regiment or brigade is intended to generate two BTGs. In August 2021, Russian 

Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu stated the Russian military had 168 BTGs. Lester W. Grau and Charles K. Bartles, The 
Russian Way of War: Force Structure, Tactics and Modernization of the Russian Ground Forces (Leavenworth, KS: 
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Figure 1. Ukraine  

 
Source: Congressional Research Service 
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Figure 2. Ukraine Airfields and Key Infrastructure  

 
Sources: Congressional Research Service, Janes IHS. 
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Reported Russian Casualties  
Estimates of Russian casualties vary widely and may not be considered reliable. Due to the continuing state of war, 
verifying exact numbers of Russian casualties is nearly impossible. Below are some of the estimates that had been 
mentioned in various press reports by the end of March 2022. 

Russia: Officially, the Russian government stated in late March that 1,351 soldiers had died and another 3,850 had 
been wounded. On March 20, 2022, the pro-Kremlin newspaper Komsomolskaya Pravda appeared to mistakenly 
publish Russian Ministry of Defense figures that listed 9,861 deaths. This figure remains unconfirmed, and the 
newspaper reported that it had been hacked.  

United States : The U.S. government has largely declined to release specific estimates, but U.S. Under Secretary 
of State Victoria Nuland stated in an interview on March 29, 2022, that Russia had �V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�H�G���´�L�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�H�µ���O�R�V�V�H�V��
�D�Q�G���´�E�\���R�X�U���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�V�����P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�����������������5�X�V�V�L�D�Qs �G�H�D�G���µ�� 

NATO : NATO estimated that anywhere from 7,000 to 15,000 Russian soldiers had been killed.  

Ukraine : Ukraine estimated that it had killed nearly 20,000 Russian troops since the war began.  
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Below Western Estimates���µ���0�D�U�F�K�����������������������<�X�U�\���%�D�U�D�Q�\�X�N�����´�5�X�V�V�L�D���¶�7�D�N�L�Q�J���,�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�H���/�R�V�V�H�V�·���L�Q���8�N�U�D�L�Q�H�����6�H�Q�L�R�U��
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