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By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars

2022

2022-2026

2022-2031

Direct Spending (Outlays)

0

0

0

Revenues

0

0

0

Increase or Decrease (-)
in the Deficit

0

0

0

Spending Subject to
Appropriation (Outlays)

*

2

Statutory pay-as-you-go
procedures apply?
Increases on-budget deficits in any
of the four consecutive 10-year
periods beginning in 2032?

No

No

not estimated

Mandate Effects
Contains intergovernmental mandate?

No

Contains private-sector mandate?

No

* = between zero and $500,000.

S. 1941 would require the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) to describe how
core-based statistical area (CBSA) delineations—geographic specifications established for
the country’s largest population centers—are used to determine eligibility for and
distribution of federal services and benefits. Under current law, OMB establishes standards
for determining CBSA delineations, which are to be used solely for descriptive and statistical
purposes. The bill would require OMB to report on the scientific basis for changing any
CBSA delineation.
Federal agencies use CBSAs for nonstatistical purposes, such as determining allocations for
federal funding. S. 1941 would prohibit agencies from automatically adopting any changes to
CBSA delineations for nonstatistical purposes unless those changes were adopted through a
public rulemaking process. Finally, the bill would require the Government Accountability
Office (GAO) to report on the accuracy and usefulness of published CBSA information.
Using information from OMB, CBO expects that most of the provisions in S. 1941 would
build on current federal policies and practices. However, CBO also expects that OMB and
GAO would incur costs to gather information on federal agencies’ use of CBSA delineations.
Based on the costs of similar activities, CBO estimates that implementing S. 1941 would cost
$2 million over the 2022-2026 period; such spending would be subject to the availability of
appropriated funds.
See also CBO’s Cost Estimates Explained, www.cbo.gov/publication/54437;
How CBO Prepares Cost Estimates, www.cbo.gov/publication/53519; and Glossary, www.cbo.gov/publication/42904.
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Prohibiting federal agencies from automatically accepting changes to CBSA delineations for
nonstatistical purposes could affect agency behavior; however, there is no comprehensive
information on the use of those delineations in federal programs. Thus, CBO cannot
determine whether that procedural change would result in any future costs or savings.
The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Matthew Pickford. The estimate was reviewed by
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.

