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The Philippines: Background and U.S. Relations 
The United States and the Republic of the Philippines have a deep relationship that includes a 

bilateral security alliance, extensive military cooperation, close people-to-people ties, and many 

shared strategic and economic interests. The Philippines, situated east of the South China Sea and 

south of Taiwan, has long played an important role in U.S. Asia policy as a close security and 

counterterrorism partner. The Philippines is a democratic state where popular support for the 

bilateral relationship and the alliance is strong.  

President Rodrigo Duterte, whose term ends June 2022, has received high approval ratings 

despite some controversial actions and policies, including carrying out a violent anti-illegal-drug 

campaign, harassing journalists critical of his government, threatening to terminate the 

Philippines-U.S. Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA) before reversing course and recommitting to 

it, and seeking a rapprochement with China, a potentially large source of foreign investment. U.S. 

policymakers have sought to preserve the long-standing bilateral relationship, despite some of 

�'�X�W�H�U�W�H�¶�V���S�R�O�L�F�\���V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�S�S�H�D�U�H�G���W�R���V�W�U�D�L�Q���8���6��-Philippine bonds.  

The Philippines is the largest country recipient of U.S. military assistance in the East Asia-Pacific 

region�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���)�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���'�H�I�H�Q�V�H�¶�V��
Indo-Pacific Maritime Security Initiative. U.S. military personnel and the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) hold 

regular bilateral military exercises and maritime patrols, collaborate on counterterrorism efforts, and conduct joint 

humanitarian activities. The U.S.-Philippines Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement, signed in 2014, allows for the 

increased rotational presence of U.S. military forces, ships, and aircraft in the Philippines, although President Duterte had 

expressed skepticism about �H�[�S�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���8���6�����S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V�����'�X�W�H�U�W�H�¶�V���W�K�U�H�D�W���W�R���W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�H���W�K�H���9�)�$��raised 

doubts about bilateral military ties, as the agreement governs the legal status of U.S. military forces operating in the 

Philippines and establishes rules by which U.S. troops, vessels, and aircraft may enter the country. On July 30, 2021, 

Philippine Defense Secretary Delfin Loranzana announced the Philippines would recommit to the agreement and Defense 

Secretary Lloyd Austin III reaffirmed the U.S. commitment to the bilateral Mutual Defense Treaty. 

The Philippines has long battled Muslim armed separatist and terrorist groups in the south of the country. ISIS�±East Asia 

(ISIS-EA), a loose collection of groups that have pledged allegiance to the Islamic State, has around 300-500 mostly Filipino 

and some foreign fighters who have carried out sporadic attacks in Mindanao and Sulu. The U.S. military has provided 

advisory and intelligence gathering support to the AFP in counterterrorism operations. 

�6�L�Q�F�H���������������'�X�W�H�U�W�H�¶�V���³�:�D�U���R�Q���'�U�X�J�V�´���K�D�V���U�H�V�X�O�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�R�X�V�D�Q�G�V���R�I���H�[�W�U�D�M�X�G�L�F�L�D�O���N�L�O�O�L�Q�J�V�����(�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�V���R�I���G�U�X�J���Z�D�U-related 

deaths range from Philippine government figures of roughly 6,000 to counts by human rights organizations of over 27,000. 

According to human rights groups, virtually all of the killings, which have been carried out by police and armed vigilantes, 

occurred without due process, and the vast majority of victims have been unarmed, poor, low-level offenders. In response, 

the U.S. government has suspended counternarcotics assistance to Philippine National Police units since 2016.  

The Philippines and �W�K�H���3�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���5�H�S�X�E�O�L�F���R�I���&�K�L�Q�D�����3�5�&����have long-standing disputes over waters and land features in the 

South China Sea. In 2016, a tribunal convened under the Permanent Court of Arbitration in The Hague concluded that 

�&�K�L�Q�D�¶�V���³�1�L�Q�H���'�D�V�K���/�L�Q�H�´���W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�L�D�O���F�O�D�L�P�V���K�D�Y�H���Q�R���O�H�J�D�O���E�D�V�L�V under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS). Since 2019, flotillas of PRC vessels have regularly massed around Philippine-occupied land features, and in 

2019, a PRC vessel sank a Philippine fishing boat in disputed waters. The Duterte government has not focused on the tribunal 

ruling in its diplomatic efforts with China to address the territorial disputes. However, the Philippines recently has intensified 

its efforts to protest Chinese incursions into disputed areas of the South China Sea that Manila considers to be part of its 

Exclusive Economic Zone. 

The Philippine Constitution limits the president to one six-year term. Preparations for the next presidential election, 

scheduled for May 2022, have begun. A wide range of presidential candidates have filed for the election, including Ferdinand 

�³�%�R�Q�J�E�R�Q�J�´���0�D�U�F�R�V���-�U�������V�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���O�R�Q�J�W�L�P�H���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�Hs President Ferdinand Marcos, and current Vice President Leni 

Robredo, a vocal Duterte critic. President Duterte announced plans to run for the Senate before reversing course and 

withdrawing.  
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�F�R�Q�I�L�G�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���5�X�V�V�L�D�Q���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���9�O�D�G�L�P�L�U���3�X�W�L�Q���������������D�Q�G���W�K�L�U�G���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���L�Q���&�K�L�Q�H�V�H���O�H�D�G�H�U���;�L���-�L�Q�S�L�Q�J���������������³�W�R���G�R���W�K�H��
�U�L�J�K�W���W�K�L�Q�J���U�H�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���Z�R�U�O�G���D�I�I�D�L�U�V���´���³�7�U�X�P�S���5�D�W�L�Q�J�V���5�H�P�D�L�Q���/�R�Z���$�U�R�X�Q�G���*�O�R�E�H�����:�K�L�O�H���9�L�H�Z�V���R�I���8���6�����6�W�D�\���0�R�V�W�O�\��
�)�D�Y�R�U�D�E�O�H���´���3�H�Z���5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���&enter, January 19, 2020.  

37 �³�6�H�F�R�Q�G���4�X�D�U�W�H�U�������������6�R�F�L�D�O���:�H�D�W�K�H�U���6�X�U�Y�H�\���R�Q���W�K�H���:�H�V�W���3�+���6�H�D���´���6�R�F�L�D�O���:�H�D�W�K�H�U���6�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����-�X�O�\���������������������� 

38 �³�/�R�R�N�L�Q�J���6�R�X�W�K�����/�R�R�N�L�Q�J���:�H�V�W�����0�D�Q�L�O�D���9�L�H�Z�V���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���7�K�U�H�D�W�V���W�R���W�K�H���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V���´���=�R�R�P���Z�H�E�L�Q�D�U�����8�6-Philippines 

Society, June 30, 2021. 
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�$�V���R�I���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���������������������8�6�$�,�'���K�D�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G�����������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���L�Q���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���W�R���K�H�O�S��
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���D�I�I�H�F�W�H�G���E�\���7�\�S�K�R�R�Q���2�G�H�W�W�H��43���$�O�V�R���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���5�D�L�����W�K�H���F�\�F�O�R�Q�H���V�W�U�X�F�N���W�K�H���9�L�V�D�\�D�V��
�U�H�J�L�R�Q���L�Q���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V���D�Q�G���S�D�U�W�V���R�I���0�L�Q�G�D�Q�D�R���L�V�O�D�Q�G���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�Q���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U����������������������
�2�G�H�W�W�H�¶�V���G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���D�I�I�H�F�W�H�G���Q�H�D�U�O�\�������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G��
�R�Y�H�U�����������G�H�D�W�K�V���D�Q�G�������������������S�H�R�S�O�H���G�L�V�S�O�D�F�H�G���G�X�H���W�R���W�K�H���V�X�S�H�U���W�\�S�K�R�R�Q��44�� 

�7�K�H���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V���L�V���D���³�S�U�L�R�U�L�W�\���U�H�F�L�S�L�H�Q�W�´���L�Q���(�D�V�W���$�V�L�D���I�R�U���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���O�D�U�J�H�V�W��
�U�H�F�L�S�L�H�Q�W���R�I���8���6�����)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���)�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�����)�0�)�����L�Q���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q�����)�0�)���S�U�L�P�D�U�L�O�\���K�D�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G��
�P�D�U�L�W�L�P�H���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\�����G�L�V�D�V�W�H�U���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�����P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���S�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�U�R�F�X�U�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I��
�H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W���I�R�U���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V��45���$�Q�W�L�W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
�H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W���J�U�D�Q�W�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���3�R�O�L�F�H��46���7�K�H���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V���D�O�V�R���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�V��
�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���6�W�D�W�H���(�D�V�W���$�V�L�D���D�Q�G���3�D�F�L�I�L�F���5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���S�U�R�J�U�D�P��
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�W�H�U�W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P���3�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�V���)�X�Q�G��47�� 

Coronavirus  Disease 2019 (COVID -19) in the Philippines  
The Philippines, with the second-highest numbers of both COVID-19 infections and deaths in Southeast Asia, after 
Indonesia, was among the last in the region to provide mass vaccinations.48 As of February 2022, the World 
Health Organization reported approximately 3.6 million confirmed COVID-19 cases in the Philippines, and roughly 
54,200 deaths.49 About 60% of the population was fully vaccinated as of February 2022.50 The U.S. government has 
provided $39 million in pandemic response assistance to the Philippines to facilitate testing, crucial care, 
communication campaigns, protection and training of health workers, vaccine deployment, and essential equipment 
and supplies.51 China and the United States have been the largest suppliers of vaccines, including those both 
purchased and donated.52 The United States, the largest contributor to the COVID-19 Vaccines Global Access 
(COVAX) program, has facilitated the delivery of over 65 million vaccine doses to the Philippines as of January 10, 
2022, including nearly 25 million doses provided by the United States.53  

�6�L�Q�F�H���������������W�K�H���8���6�����J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���K�D�V���V�X�V�S�H�Q�G�H�G���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���1�D�U�F�R�W�L�F�V���&�R�Q�W�U�R�O���D�Q�G���/�D�Z��
�(�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W�����,�1�&�/�(�����D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���W�R���3�1�3���X�Q�L�W�V���I�R�U���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�U�F�R�W�L�F�V���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�����D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���L�W���K�D�V��

                                                 
43 �8�6�$�,�'�����³�8�6�$�,�'���$�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�V���������0�L�O�O�L�R�Q���L�Q���$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���)�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���3�H�R�S�O�H���$�I�I�H�Fted by Super Typhoon Rai in the 

�3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V���´���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���������������������8�6�$�,�'�����³�8���6�����$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U���7�\�S�K�R�R�Q���2�G�H�W�W�H���7�R�S�V���3�+�3�����%�L�O�O�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���1�H�Z���0�D�M�R�U��
�$�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W���´���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\������������������ 

44 Jeannette I. Andrade, �³�2�G�H�W�W�H Leaves P 24.5-Billion  Damage; Death Toll Hits ��������� ́Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
January 3, 2022; United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, �³�3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V�� Super Typhoon Rai 

(Odette): Situation Report No. ����� ́December 30, 2021. 

45 FMF equipment includes communications items, night vision devices, unmanned aerial systems, vehicles, precision 

�J�X�L�G�H�G���P�X�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�R�U�N�����'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I���'�H�I�H�Q�V�H���2�I�I�L�F�H���R�I���,�Q�V�S�H�F�W�R�U���*�H�Q�H�U�D�O�����³�2�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���3�D�F�L�I�L�F��
Eagle-Philippines: Lead Inspector General Report to the United States Congress, July 1, 2020-�6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���������������������´��
November 10, 2020. 

46 The Department of State provides antiterrorism assistance through the Nonproliferation, Anti-Terrorism, Demining 

and Related Programs (NADR) account. 

47 Department of State, Congressional Budget Justification, Foreign Operations, Appendix 2, FY2022. 

48 �-�L�P���*�R�P�H�]�����³�3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V���/�D�X�Q�F�K�H�V���9�L�U�X�V���9�D�F�F�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�P�L�G���6�X�S�S�O�\���3�U�R�E�O�H�P�V���´��ABC News, March 1, 2021; Center 

�I�R�U���6�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���D�Q�G���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�W�X�G�L�H�V�����³�6�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W���$�V�L�D���&�R�Y�L�G-�������7�U�D�F�N�H�U���´���D�W��https://www.csis.org/programs/

southeast-asia-program/southeast-asia-covid-19-tracker-0. 

49 �:�R�U�O�G���+�H�D�O�W�K���2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����³�:�+�2���&�R�U�R�Q�D�Y�L�U�X�V�����&�2�9�,�'-���������'�D�V�K�E�R�D�U�G���´���D�W��https://covid19.who.int/. 

50 �&�H�Q�W�H�U���I�R�U���6�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���D�Q�G���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�W�X�G�L�H�V�����³�6�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W���$�V�L�D���&�R�Y�L�G-�������7�U�D�F�N�H�U���´ 

51 �8���6�����(�P�E�D�V�V�\���L�Q���W�K�H���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V�����³�8���6�����3�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V�����������0�L�O�O�L�R�Q���0�R�U�H���3�I�L�]�H�U���&�2�9�,�'-�������9�D�F�F�L�Q�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V���´��
January 10, 2022. 

52 �³�3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V�¶���'�X�W�H�U�W�H���7�K�D�Q�N�V���&�K�L�Q�D���I�R�U���0�R�U�H���&�2�9�,�'-�������9�D�F�F�L�Q�H�V���D�P�L�G���6�X�U�J�L�Q�J���,�Q�I�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���´��CGTN, August 20, 

�������������³�7�U�D�F�N�H�U�����7�K�H �3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V�¶���&�2�9�,�'-�������9�D�F�F�L�Q�H���'�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q���´��Rappler, April 1, 2021. 

53 �8���6�����(�P�E�D�V�V�\���L�Q���W�K�H���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V�����³�8���6�����3�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V�����������0�L�O�O�L�R�Q���0�R�U�H���3�I�L�]�H�U���&�2�9�,�'-�������9�D�F�F�L�Q�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V���´ 
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�D�Q�G���W�K�H���,�Q�G�R���3�D�F�L�I�L�F���0�D�U�L�W�L�P�H���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���,�Q�L�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H��60���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����������D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���K�D�Y�H���I�R�F�X�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H��
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���$�)�3���F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�H�O�O�L�J�H�Q�F�H�����P�D�U�L�W�L�P�H���D�Q�G��
�E�R�U�G�H�U���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�W�H�U�U�R�U�L�V�P�����D�Q�G���F�R�X�Q�W�H�U���L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�V�H�G���H�[�S�O�R�V�L�Y�H���G�H�Y�L�F�H��61��
�(�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�L�H�V���X�Q�G�H�U���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�����������K�D�Y�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���S�U�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���J�X�L�G�H�G���P�X�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���W�D�F�W�L�F�D�O��
�H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W�����0�6�,���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V���K�D�Y�H���D�L�P�H�G���W�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���W�K�H���$�)�3�¶�V���P�D�U�L�W�L�P�H���,�6�5��
�F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�H���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V�¶���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���P�X�O�W�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O���H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U��
�W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�V�����V�X�F�K���D�V���Y�L�V�L�W�����E�R�D�U�G�����V�H�D�U�F�K���D�Q�G���V�H�L�]�X�U�H��62�� 

�7�K�H���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�V���L�Q���8���6�����G�H�I�H�Q�V�H���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���W�K�D�W���K�D�Y�H��
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���G�H�I�H�Q�V�H���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\���F�R�X�U�V�H�V���D�Q�G���S�R�O�L�F�\���Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�V���W�K�D�W���D�L�P���W�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���V�H�F�W�R�U��
�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�D�Q�F�H�����U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H���P�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�����D�Q�G���O�H�J�D�O���F�D�S�D�F�L�W�\���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J��63���,�Q���D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�����W�K�H���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V���L�V��
�S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���*�X�D�P���D�Q�G���+�D�Z�D�L�L���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���*�X�D�U�G�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���6�W�D�W�H���3�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���3�U�R�J�U�D�P����
�Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���D���X�Q�L�T�X�H���F�L�Y�L�O���P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���*�X�D�U�G���V�D�\�V���D�L�P�V���W�R���F�X�O�W�L�Y�D�W�H���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O��
�U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���D���V�H�U�L�H�V���R�I���W�D�L�O�R�U�H�G���H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�V��64�� 

�8���6�����3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V���E�L�O�D�W�H�U�D�O���H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H�V���D�L�P���W�R���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�R�S�H�U�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���V�X�E�M�H�F�W���P�D�W�W�H�U��
�H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���D�Q�G���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�Q�W�V�����,�Q�������������������������W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���3�K�L�O�L�S�S�L�Q�H�V���H�Q�J�D�J�H�G���L�Q��
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Figure 2. Contested Boundaries in the South China Sea  

 
Source:  Created by CRS. Exclusive Economic Zones from Flanders Marine Institute (2020).  
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