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Background

Navsy Aut hority and Process for Naming

Aut hority for Naming Ships

Names for Navy ships traditionally have been ch
Navy, under the directionmnwiofh trluel eRr epsriedecnrti baendd b
For mosthkemhtuhg, 1 Y. S. law included language exp
Navy the task of ulshmi mg freeceve nNav yt os Hihpes Secretary
disappeared from2The dJo8ec «CoBaryi2ails0 SWISE.nE. o t h
of who has the aut ho#tbiutty tthoe nSaenter enteawr yN aovfy tshhei pN:
impl itchiotr igw, given §he@hleabtioheo€ SEcTivhe 10,

Navy and Marine Corops

Process for Selecting Names

I'n discmanseeh gcittion process, the Nawvheé 'Navtyory a
idmouse office of —pwndthes smeamnt @ lo nheids ttlactrwisa ndsth ¢
following

As with many aher things, the procedures and practices involved in Navy ship naming are
as much, if not more, products of evolution and tradition than of legislation. As we have
seen, the names for new ships are personally decided by the Secretary of the Navy. The

1A law approvedin 1819 (Res. of March 3, 1819, §1, 3 Stat. 538, No. 7) stateat all of the ships of the navy of the
United States, now building, or hereafter to be bsliall be named by the Secretary of the Navy, under the direction of
the President of the United Statés accordance with rules specifying that ships of the first class were to be named
after states of the Union, and second and third class ships wezentorted, respectively, after rivers and principal

cities and towns. A law approvedin 1858 (Act of June 12, 1858, c. 153, 85, 11 Stat. 319) provided a similar rule for
“steamships of the navyexcept that thiretlass vessels (those with fewer than tweguys) were to be named by the
Secretary of the Navy as the President may direct, taking care that no two vessels in the Navy shall bear the same
name” 81531 of the Revised Statutes of 18¥874, citingthe 1819and 1858 lawsates the following T he vessels

of the Navy shall be named by the Secretary of the Navy, under the direction of the PYésidecdrdance with rules
similar to those above, varying slightly depending on whether the vessel was a sailing ship or a steamship. In 1898,
Congress pass a law (Act of May 4, 1898, c. 234, 30 Stat. 390 [appropriations for the naval services]) prescribing
rules for the naming dffirst-class battle ships and monitdrehich specified that these were to be named after States
and“shall not be named for greity, place, or persons until the names of the States, shall have been exhausted.
provision did not explicitly state whose duty it would be to assign namesto vessels. Congress repealed this provision in
1908 asit pertainedto monitors, permittithgse vessels to be nanteas the President may diret{Act of May 13,

1908, c. 166, 35 Stat. 159.)

2The reference to the Secretary of the Navy foundin §1531 of the Revised Statutes-aB8IF8(3ee previous
footnote) isabsent from the U.S. Code 625, which covers Navy vessel namesin Title 34, 8463.

310 U.SC. 88662 was previously numbered &8 U.SC. §7292 It was renumbered d9 U.S.C. §729Dy Section
807(d)(2) of theJohn S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year ZBi1R. 5513P.L. 1152320f
August 13, 2018). (Section 807 BfL. 115232directed the renumbering of various sections of Title 10 relatingto the
Navy and Marine Corps. Sections 806 and 808 did the same for sections of Title I@telahie Air Force and Army,
respectively.) Prior to thaB4 U.SC. 8461-463 of the 1925 U.S. Code (see previous footnloae)oeemecodified as

10 USC. §7292. 10 USC. 88662stateshat battleshipsshall be named for a State. However, if the naofied the
States are in use, a battleship may be named for a city, place, orp@®662b)). It specifically authorizes the
Secretary of the Navy téchange the name of any vessel bought for the Né88662c)), but does not explicitly

assign respoiitlity for ensuring that no two vessels have the same n&8662Xa)), or for naming battleships
(88662(h)).

Congressional Research Senice 1



Navy Ship Names: Background for Congress

Secetary can rely on many sourcesto help himreach his decisions. Each year, the Navy
History and Heritage Command (NHHC) compiles primary and alternate ship name
recommendations and forwards these to the Chief of Naval Operations by way of the chain
of comnand. These recommendations are the result of researchinto the history of the Navy
and by suggestions submitted by service members, Navy veterans, and the public. Ship
name source records at NHHC reflect the wide variety of name sources thathave beenused
in the past, particularly since World War I. Ship name recommendations are conditioned
by such factors as the name categories for ship types now being built, as approved by the
Secretary of the Navy; the distribution of geographic names of ships oééherfames

borne by previous ships that distinguished themselves in service; names recommended by
individuals and groups; and names of naval leaders, national figures, and deceased
members ofthe Navy and Marine Corps who have been honored for herosnoinfar
extraordinary achievement in peace.

In its final form, after consideration at the various levels of command, the Chief of Naval
Operations signs the memorandum recommending na
program and sends it to the Secrgtaf the Navy. The Secretary considers these

nominations, along with others he receives, as well as his own thoughts in this matter. At

appropriate times, he selects names for specific ships and announces them.

While there is no set time for assigninganme, it is customarily done before the ship is
christened. FthepersohwheWilchristenthenskigs also selectedand

invited by the Secretary. In the case of ships named for individuals, an effort is made to

identify the eldest living idect female descendant of thatindividual to performthe role of

ship’”s sponsor. For ships with other mname sourc
senior naval officers or public officiafs.

AJuly 2012 Navy omep difst Wtsol yaCmide gprreascst i ¢c € s e £ or n a mi
next ssetcattifosn )t hwi ng

Once a type/class naming convenfiom, a general rule or guideline for how ships of a

certain type or class are to be namedlstablished, Secretaries caly on many sources

to help in the final selection of a ship name. For example, sitting Secretaries can solicit

ideas and recommendations from either the Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) or the

Commandant ofthe Marine Corps (CMC), or both. They can alsotaskthe NavalHeritag

and History Command to compile primary and alternate ship name recommendations that

are the result of research into the history of t
Secretaries also routinely receive formal suggestions for ship namesdocemed

citizens, active and retired service members, or members of Corfinedly, Congress

can enactprovisions in Public Law that express the sense of the entire body about new ship

naming conventions or specific ship names. Regardless of thé iy the
recommendations, however, the final selection o°f
informed and guided by his own thoughts, counsel, and preferences. At the approprate

time—normally sometime after the ship has been either authorizgupooriated by

Congress and before its keellaying or christenittge Secretary recortiss decision with

a formal naming announcement.

4 NavalHistory and Heritage CommayttT he Evolution of Ship NamingintheU.S.Nay accessed April 30, 2
athttps:/mww.history.navy.mitontenthistoryhhhcbrowseby-topicheritage¢ustomsandtraditionsOship-naming/
the-evolution-of-shipnamingin-the-u-s—navy.html

5 Department of the Navyy Report on Policies and Practices ofthe U.S. Navy for Narttie Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmittedto Congresswith cover letters dated July 13,2012, p. 3
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July 2012 NavGomRgpesd

On July 13, 2012, the Maavgye srubpmirtsp eolni ¢tiohee oNnagvdye s
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National DefenskKd. RufPhi4-6 bdt2 Derx eddbter( BHe 2011
executive summargpoftt he ANppndinxecd here as

Over viNawmbfhg Rules for Ship Types

$ YOOU.UPIOWWw3 0O

Rules for giving certain types of mnames to cert
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Th&Naval History ansdt aHtea si tta:lflo WComitodwnidnlge Na vy nam
ships in the future? It peomsssafod ttdhes pypsthavtl
he fleet itself c¢changes, so will the mnames giyvV
hat future decisions in this area will continu
alued tfr a chiet iUnn st &/T hSet aJtuelsy Navly2. Navy report to
“US Na v-ya neilmigp pol i c i étsr,a dfiatmieotmisete sf, 1 xaendd; t hey e vol
over "Tihnee .r epor t “hAls fos htéymptee sn atmh smtg hcammewe mtviean st i m
to accommodate technological change as well as
over time as every Secretaadirey omalgdanatd hae¥miawgnciom

$REI xUPOOU
There have been ntuhnee rdoausshaiept a gpt udns , tparticular

purpose of mnaming a ship for a person when t he
to be named f¥The oJmeltyh i2n0gl 26 Irseepor t to- Congress

6 Department of the Navy Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmittedto Coegs with cover letters dated July 13,2012, 73 pp. As of May 24, 2021, the reportwas
posted ahttps://imww.history.navy.mittontentlamhhhdbrowseby-topicheritagepdf/Shipnamingreport. pdf

7 For an article providing a critical perspectiveonte vy e port , see Norman Polmar
Falls SgdpowerOctober2012:4.

8 Cruisers named for states were nuclpawered cruisers.

°10 U.S.C. 8 &achbattephipsshalibe ramed fof a State. However, if the names of all the States are in

use, a battleship may be namedfor a city, place,orpérsof. he Navy has not procured any new
surfece combatants larger than cruisers) since World War I1. 10 U.S.C. 86&iH®not prohibit thBavy fromgiving

state names to ships other than battleships.

10 NavalHistory and Heritage Commartftrl he Evolution of Ship Namingin the U.S. Naly a ¢ ¢ e ril 30¢ 2019A p
athttps:/mww.history.navy.mitontenthistoryhhhcbrowseby-topicheritage¢ustomsandtraditionsOship-naming/
the-evolution-of-ship-namingin-the-u-s—navy.html

, “Report

11 Department of the Navyl Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmittedto Congs@sth cover letters dated July 13,2012, p. 10.

12 Department of the Navyh Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmittedto Congress with cover letters dated July 13,2012, p. 25.

13 Ohio (SSBN726) class ballistic missile submarines, for example, were named for states, but ong G85BMs
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dents or Members of Congress have occurred
tions, “$heyiatbymeet amsasmti @”’faoxro Pwvemstiidemt s and I
Cod®@thess CRS report ¢ omntsi ntuoe sb atsoi cn octlea,s sa sn aenxi cr

stances where ships other thadameaitrsc maf tMemdbrnris
ngress

»n A—Cc o0 9B Az
OB X = o =

ome observers have perceived a breakdown in, o
s hi'¥fSsu.ch observeexampghkts tihfeeSchadte)] fc [ 8SN of att
s ubma+SenawoSI SENI Co nne ¢ 8 B202u)t,J iammmly (Ca$2M8ewhi ¢ h

were named for a fish, a state, anmldasas Pnemindgnt
rufBhe July 2012 Nawvyatepot:HCGurérodnta gsi lmigps na mi ng

named for Senator HenfyScoop’ Jackson of Washington, who died in office in 1983. Los Angeles-@&8 class
attack submarines were named fitres, but one (SSNN09) was named for Admiral Hyman G. Rickoweho served

for many years adirector of the Navis nuclear propulsion program. Ticonderoga{£QG class cruisers were named
for battles, but one (C61) was named for Thomas S. Gates, rarfer Secretary of the Navy and Secretary of Defense.

14 Department of the Navyj Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmittedto Congresswith cover letters dated July 13,2012, p. 7.

15The report states that

the decision of the [Navy’s 1969] Riera Panel [on Navy
Congress from the destroyer naming conventisultedin a now foudecade oldbipartisan

practice of honoring members of Congress with long recofdupport to the US military with

ships names selected and spread across a variety of ship types and classes. Orthodox T raditionalists

decry this development as an unwarranted intrusion of ¢
thisis a selectivinterpretation of the historical record. Secretaries of the Navy have been naming

ships for members of Congrefes nearly a centuryn order to honor those extraordinary elected

leaders who have helped to make the N&dgrine Corps Team the most powenfigval force in

history.

Like many Pragmatic Secretaries of the Navy before him, HlSeoretary [of the Navy Ray]
Mabus endorses and subscribes to this special naming convention....

Objectionstothel Secr et ary Mabus’ s de caf€@angressmandMurtha me a ship 1in h
generally fallinto one of four categories. The first are Orthodox Traditionalists who naturally

complain that his selection represents a corruption of the LPD 17 naming convention. However, as

outlined above, the choice is perfectlynsistent with the special cresgpe naming convention

that honors Legislative Branch members who have been closely identified with military and naval

affairs, which hasbeen endorsed by Secretaries from both parties and Congress....

In summary, while US John P. Murtha represents an exception t@steblished PD 17
[amphibious ship] class naming convention, it is completely consistent widptogalcrosstype
naming convention forhonoring famous American elected leaders, including both Presidgnts
members of Congress with records of letegm service and support to the US armed forces.

(Department of the Navyh Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the
Vessels ofthe Nayyndated but transmittedto Congress with cove¢ets dated July 13, 2012pp
28-30. Italics as in original. See also pp.37,41,42,44,47,68,and73.)

16 see, for example, Donald R. Bouchotif;he Name Gam&,U.S. Naval Institute Proceedingdarch 2000: 110111,

Norman Pol mar, “ Mirsrnibef Nayallnsgtitute RroceeflingSegtember 2006: 381; Norman

Polmar, “ Misnamin gUS3Naval InSitute Praceedingfgehrdary 2Q09: 89; and Norman Polmar,

“There’s a MUStNavaldnstiuteNroeeedingspril2012:888 9; Car 1l For sl ing, “A Plan -
Navy’s Br oken Sh Tgsk aNhPurpasdlay 8,26816.¢ m, ”

17see, forexampl&yor man Pol mar, “ Th b.6.cNavallnstitufe Proceddingsparil 2812 18889,”

which characterizes the namFog o fhet NavyehsSealblictassk a s enao fa “f
namessee Department of the Navw Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the
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Ballistic Mis s(iSISeBNssuybmar i nes

On December 14, 2S0S1BSN,2 tht,eh eb TNrasvtys nla2agepdh anat done xt
ballistic mnmsiCod iudnbibkoabomarofiet he ®’Dhid2rptannédColu
b o aatreeo n s e gqnuoemnetfleyr rCeodl utBbSiBdN2)6 1 &0 «*%0Osn. Oct ober 28,

202t0h,Secretary of the Navy Kenneth Braithwaite s
(SSB®7), which is scheduled t oWibsec opffdoienuNawdy i n F
has not sthgtedlehétondmbhe Gohumbia

The cUSEembi(& SINV+9dgLos Anged &8 ) (SISaNs s dthtaack s ubm
was mnamed f o;r (Coollwmmbbidlaa,C oIS IC%hbeinat,e tTMQl s er vice in |1
1

will reach -yhear eadpoedtetdssdsdvice life in 2028,
of S8&B®N is schedullefd ttlhe bsee thimdpd ekicfdx t ®th dSSINTf o1
years, it would rsmhéedwinand s s 1T o n8R2 % a &€LTuhl§dS BN ¢
create an 1ssuel Ot odU. B& @29 s§§Noat¢ énso rsei ntchean one ves s
Navy may have”’Otnlee psosmel blamsucelpsadme wewbdvbagto

change the -&126sed meft hSiSnBeN Ril $ter, i stu-eehf aGatpu Mihiaa

boeiewsdmeswhat sbiemidlmsrc utsos echeinstance in which t
Angkdass submhiy iwaes SSINonpads t@®hamstolf Corpus Chri
(songressional ResponsNamitng Ao lumwgmds Navy Shi

Attack Subm&SNs hes

As of Ma3;02X2¥he Navy had addiVonpgcecerdaad8NaSoer adltlac
s ub ma?#tihnreosu g8hlG, S $ Wiecphe n di ng on h oawd ttkh es uNmanvhylr ianses i g

Navy, undated but tramsitted to Congresswith cover letters dated July 13, 201 246g7.

18 Department of the Navyy Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy

undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2dii.

Ve gecret ary of the Navy Names TWhdile Pecéinber 14c20%6, See aBOMEgaR r e s s Re |
Eckstein, “SECNAV Mabus to Officially Designate First ORP [
(SSBN8 2 6 YSNINewsDecember 13,2016 he Navy’s intent to name the first Ohi
was first reported in July 2016; see Sam LaGr oUShl, “Navy Ohi
News July 28, 2016Jacqueline Klimas Navy’ Blext ub Class toBe Named after D.C. Washington Examineduly

29, 2016; “Document: Notice t o COUSNIdNewsAugusta3n20l®6. Pr oposed Navy
20 For more on th€olumbiaclass program, se8RS Report R4112Wavy Columbia (SSBR26) Class Ballistic

Missile Submarine Program: Background and Issues for ConglbgsRonald O'Rourke

2lSee, for exampl e SEQNAV SelectsdJSRWiscansin ag Name gddhd Columbia SSBN >

SeapowerOctober 28, 20200 he previous ship named f@¥isconsin—the battleshifisconsin(BB-64)—was

decommissioned on September 30, 1991, andis now a museum ship in Norfolk, VA.

22« Co 1l umbi a-771), 1995, (DRtOMNary of Anerican Naval Fighting Shipsiccessed December 22, 2016, at
https:/mmww.history.navy.mitesearcHiistoriesship-historiesflanfst/columbia viii—ssn771-.html.

23 For more on the Virginizlass program, se8RS Report RL32418\avy Virginia (SSN'74) Class Attack
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U. S. Navy at,t daosk | owlbmar ines

e On Octoberth8d¢er2o020yKoednethle NavBraithwaite
announc$®MN8 0t4h awto uSl dB abreb inna nheodn or of t wo previou
Navy attack submar%®nes that were so named.

e On Novemberhd8d8¢r2606230y BraithwaliOtS5e aanmmdnounced
SSXO06 woul dT abregpWadope ¢ e s pecti tewloy, in honor of
previous Navy at tTaacmkp d utbwma rpirneevsi onuasmeNa vy att
submar i nWah &ica me d

e On Januahtthd8dcrBOartyhwmowmwrec e d 0t7h awto uSI AN
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Whet hefobbbese rfeomdds endonal exceptions to the cl
reflect an amending of The Ndwsytsatmeaneinntg arbwlue itsh
of WIN and80 S SsNt at e d:

Submarine Procurement: Background and Issues for CongogdRonald O'Rourke

24DOD News Release No. 0469 , “ Navy Names Virginia Class Submarine USS J
Warner served as a sailor in World War I, as a Marine in the Korean War, as Under Secretary of the Nawy in 1969

1972, and as Secretary of the NawyL9721974. Warner served as a Senator from January 2, 1979, to January 3,

2009. He was a longtime Member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, and was for several years the chairman of

t hat committee. Winter s Jannametg SSEBI85 14 mdnths befarathesshipmwase me nt  a s s i
fully funded. (The ship was fully funded by the FY2010 DOD appropriationd-h&.[3326P.L.111118], which was

signed into law on December 19, 2009.) Naming a ship almost a year before it is funded is unusual. Winter stepped

down as Secretary of the Navy on March 13, 2009. I+-388 had not been naméar Warner, the 11% Congress

might have had an opportunity to consider whether @@\ the next Fordlass carrier, should be named for Warner.

One observer has argued that in light of Warnde’s record an
honored by an aircraft carrier (two CVNs [nuclgsowered aircraft carriers] have been named for Members of

Congress) or possibly the lead ship for the planned class of CG(X) cruisars not a submarine.” (Nor m:
“Mi snaming Navy WhS.psNavAaglailhnstitute Proceedings, February
25DOD News Release NINNR-009-15, Navy NamesNew VirginilC1 a s s At t ack SubmaAsine, ” Januar
discussed elsewhere inthisreport (see footh8tdablel, and t he s @verviawef@ongressional 1 e d “

Influence on Navy ShiNaming Decision’s ) , a pr e vi ousthalostAngeldglass submasine iSsNe

709—was named for Rickover.
26U. S. Navy pSeceraetary NmesFutunedDestroyér, Attack Submartiné Oct ober 13, 2020. See ¢

Mallory Shelbourng SECNAV Names Attack Boat After WWI1 USS Barb, DDG for Former SECNAV Lehman
USNI News October 13, 2020.

27U. S. Navy nSEGNAV NamesTava Future Virginielass Submarines Tang, Wahod No v e mber 18,
2020.

28 Secretary of the Navy Public AffairsSECNAV Names Future Vessels while aboard Historic Navy,Siip U. S.
Navy, January 15, 2021.
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“The success 1in battle both previous namesakes ¢
to the future crews of [ifeSSecletayBaithavatel USS Waho o,
“Along with the previously named Uhg Barb (SSN 8
traditions and heritage of the silent service.?”

Rules for giving certain types of names to certain types of Navy ships have evolved over
time. Attack submarines, for example, were once named for fish, then later for cities and
states. However, Braithaite supports naming future submarines after past vessels with
historic navallegacies.

“Naming Virginia class submarines 1s a unique o
that carry inspirational re®tords of achievement .

he Namiyng decisionhr oghS88WNE B8Oeweda as respond
ituatheoenNaovynaeturhawmitnlgy many state mnames availab
h iTphs28Vi r gcilnaisast htacta tdsa be ahame e f,0 0 ge t hle7e sOvhiitoh
SSBN6) ballddstic missihacds wibsma rminses{S J(SNSsBilNs ma r i n
amed f,Pon@Gotlautmebsi a8 2(69S BN a s df &1S BaWi sstcagfaesSiBN
27dnSeawol21()S8Nass atmeadc kf osr bam asetfabt@&2du(d ) ,

nadn®an Ant och7p ¢ LPDs annapnheidb iionu sp @Nehtw pff &R a st at e
I3 'make for 8ias ¢ o,wimddeeafis druct iphitphsaandaaned f or

t alNewy planwmnodalletfiad8snhgi pasn yu notfi 1t bBFeYs2eOe2nbe, n twsh eonf
Ohicol dosmatrse s ¢ hedulheed Ntaosybiepgh wi Indeianngwahpil lsen f o r
proctwbn icrlgismsi aboats pesupeaenqguiddVi F ¥Glwdrsks. a n d
boats procwaasd smbEY¥H@dInds eyncfabb 82®a2nsdubs equent
years

®» N OB M »n g

Over the next several years, nbt¢ Mo¥@ sthamemsnag
for whic he snhabngesda mendbng f dhed/imragmingbgamaculldaesasd ni n g
the state mahkiang itecandamt it ornush atdo rgtihvgVinrggci Inai sas

2°U. S. Navy nSEGNAV NamesTwe Rkuture Virginialass Submarines Tang, Wahpo” No ve mber 1 8,
2020.

30 A total of 18 Ohioclass boats were built, of which 17 were named for states. (T he fifth boat in the class, BSBN
was named for Senator Henry M. Jackson.) The 18 boats were all built as SSBNs; therfbgafsin the class were
later convertedinto cruise missile submarines (SSGNs). For more on thel@fsdoats, s€8RS Report R41129,
Navy Columbia (SSBR26) Class Ballistic Missile Submarine PrograBackground and Issues for Congrelsg
Ronald O'Rourke

31 As discussed below in the section on amphibious ships (LFSB8)Antonio (LPB17) class amphibious ships are

being namedh part forcities and communities attacked on September 11, ZDreeL PD-17 class ships are so

named—New York (LPD-21), Arlington (LPDB24) (for the county in Virginia), and Somerset (Lf2B) (for the county

in Pennsyl vanuy20l2epdrtt@eCohgiess@thse Na v y ’nd practicésifoe naming ships,

howeer, states
On September 7, 2002, at a memorial service in New York City, fiBecretary [of the Navy
Gordon] England announced that LPD 21 USS would be named USS New York. On the face of it,
the choice was entirely consistent withthe [LRD7 ] t ype’isc a“nAm it ies” [ naming]
convention. However, when making the announcement, Secretary England made clear that the
ship’s name honored far more t hanandstateofNew ci t y. He named
York, the victims of the attacks of September112 0 0 1 , and for “.all the great l ea
York who emerged after the tragic events [of 9-11].7

(Department of the Navyh Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the
Vessels ofthe Nayyndated but transmitted to Congress witiverdetters dated July 13,2012, p.
25. Ellipse, italics, and final bracketed portion asin original.)

2For more on the Nav ¢€RSsRepoit RLBA6GMavydForaedStruptireaand Shipbeiig Plans:
Background and Issues for Congrelsg Ronald O'Rourke
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boats stshatmeme as -rtehtei reiantgd sBRS(Bb ol @ s s boats, howe
are currenttol ybes crheetdiwleedd in FY202c6f agman esruablsleyq uoennet
boat per year.

Thwot stattchragmme s faomipabéatial -wppkis¢ atoiaotns t o Vi
ot her NavKamshaSposwtmbh rCcar ol i na (tsaetee sneacmteiso nn obte lcouwr
being used)

Aircraft(C¥Ng)iers

2 Navy 71 éwhirlte tcoa rCroinégrn dnsasm edst aaltrlegs stt hi
e now generally na#eOfi imehéfor of p
afe wathibonbkl ,ndfdbbnye6Beehr oamhd8f

1
r
h
Members of Congress.

(¢]

Navy is currently -pB8dcaota#®#@n GhanbdrR. 165p0r 20
Maonvwwdat hda/t8§ ,C¥Me 1 e¢ad7 & hcilpa sisn, tdh@fudGdVNb e n a me
sident Gerald R. Ford.

On May 299he 2mngunced’7 X htate CsVNc ondwoethligp ba t he c
named for President John F. Kennedy.

On Dec e mbetrhel  Na2oOylc2e,d t-&thtt VNt hirdwehlig¢d ba the
namkEdt er pTih®ee Navy made the announcement on the
yeatd aircra6f, carEdtrea@IVMINE@®s hnei Ntalv y s hi p named
Enterpv8owveas procured in the FY2018 budgbkbf, whic
CVN 0, like most Navy ships,phaedubememdtamed, at a
than iimvo2ullld2 havebphéEmcmameady of theTNavyuRychar
2012 Navy repowhith @asgpeosduced when Ray Mabus
Navsyt,ates that

=5
o o

Secretary [of the Navy Ray] Mabus values the ability to consider [aircraft] carrier names
on an indivdual, casd®y ease basis, for two reasons. First, it will allow a future Secretary

to name a future fleet aircraft carrier for someone or something other than a former
President. Indeed, Secretary Mabus has a particular name in mind. With the scheduled

810 U.S. C. 8 datarethan ane vesset of the Navy may havethesamefamlent er preting t he ph
“vessel of the Navy” to mean aorcomnigsionediniotservicawith theNawy del i ver e d
would permit the Navy to name Virginiglass boats under construction for states whose names are assigned-to Ohio

class boatsthat are to be decommissioned before the Vhglasa boatsin question are to bewdaled or

commi ssioned into service. Interpreting “vessel of the Navy
for the Navy could require the Navy to defer the official act of naming one or more Vigasa boats that are under

constuction until Ohieclass boats with the same state names have been decommissioned.

34 Department of the Navyy Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmittedto Congress with cover letters dated 3, 2012, p. 37.

35 For more on the CVN/8 program, se€ERS Report RS20648lavy Ford (CVN78) Class Aircraft Carrier Program:
Background and Issues for Congrelbg Ronald O'Rourke

36DOD News Retase No449-11, “ Na v WexX¥AiraraftsCarrietUSS JohrF. Kennedy May 29, 2011CVN-

79 will be the second aircraft carrier named for Kenn@&dhe first, CV67, was the last conventionally powered carrier
procured for the Navy. G87 was procured iRY1963, entered service in 1968, andwas decommissioned in 2007.

S’“Enterprise, NBovwénsediAistcNafti NavyMews SewigBedembercli20Rat e d,
Hugh Lessig, “Navy Retires On dewpon NewdDailyrPressOecenWier 2,1201®W.e 1 ¢ o me An o
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decommissioning of USS Enterprise (CVN 65), perhaps the mostfamous ship name in US
Navy history besides USS Constitution will be removed from the Naval Vessel Register.
Secretary Mabus believes this circumstance could be remedied by bestowing the
Enterprisé s st oried nanit on a future carrier.

Prior to the8Omamisntg coefc echMN t hat was not named f
Member of Congres s 4mwasst trheec cenatcloi dmpoffEMS8 h ¢ 1
which was pro®¥ured in FY1967.

OnJ anuary 20, 2020, at a Martin Lutheth&ing, Jr.
fourth s hi(GpPVM hw htihceh cChoandgdrpersiszed in FY2019, would
Sh'sp Cook Third Class Doris Milleirn hBWmeEXWfvedan A
t he Nawyt hCr'sodseste-hnghesfiodeawnatded for valor 1in co
Me d a | oforHohnowr Jacft i ons during the Japanese attac
1940Miller was the £ aitéodo rrAefcereiicvaen, tAlmen dN & wyn r @rcoosgsn i
s one of the first#HeE Shinehbadsatbd WNocbdt Wannrkl
Il scomeC VEQAY when t he Jaapiamew@sudhintg btyhea Battle of
n the Gilbertc dmsltainedusma iwnh ipcahr tn oowf t ¥ed desuntry
hfei r st U. S. aircraft carriert hteo fbia snta nmeid cfroarf tar
e named in honor of ans a¢hlkornfl os tsegedctdaadnyk s whi It e
hip to be :natmlkdF-1f0o9rls,Mjal-FlOndo2k)a ¢ F,Wwfasi pgatoecur ed 1in
Y1967, commissionadddmnd mmisnsesdv fame 19®H 11973,

38 Department of the Navyy Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmittedto Congress with cover letters dated July 13,2012, p. 37.

39 CVN-68 was named for FleeAdmiral Chester Nimitz, a fivestar admiralwho commanded U.S. and allied forcesin
the Pacific in World War LINimitz died in 1966, the same year that Congress considered the FY1967 defense budget
that funded the procurement of C\68.

40SeeActingSec et ary of t he Navy P ubaFuture FArf Class Aireraft CarrisraAfter WWIi 1 1 Na me
Hero Doris Miller,” Navy,WichstatesSer vi ce, January 19, 2020

On Dec. 7, 1941, Miller was collecting laundry on the battle®fagt Virginia(BB-48), when the

attack from Japanese forces commenced. When the alarm for general quarters sounded he headed
for his battle station, an anégircraft battery magazine, only to discover that torpedo damage had
wrecked it. Miller bridge 4o aid thelneortallydwounded dcorhmeanding i p * s
officer, and subsequently manned a .50 caliber Browningairtiaft machine gun until he ran out

of ammunition. Miller then helped move many other injured Sailors as the ship was ordered
abandoned due to hemwn fires and flaming oil floating down from the destro¥yieattleship]
Arizona(BB-33). West Virginialost 150 of its 1,500 person crew.

See also William Cole, “Navy to Name AbHanelwusStar Carrier for P
AdvertiserJ anuary 17, 2020; Johnny Diaz, “Navy Aircraft Carrier
Vet e NewmnYprk Times January 18, 2020,;-Class @marrierdaoBe Named Aftér Ne xt For d
Pearl Har bor HUWSNIONewsdanuary 18M020jLalre, Wa ms I ey, “U. S. Navy to Name
Aircraft Carrier Aft 8RR WWidudeyolDor202NMil Car]”Prine, “Navy
Aircraft Carrier Named in NHwThimes dfinAfirycaf, AOROcadaMHePo,j e
Military 15t A Supercarier Is Named After An African American SailorNPR, September 29, 2020.

“1See also Thomas W. Cutrer and T. Michael ParriNaty, “ How Dor
Times Oct ober 31, 2019, and Marcus S. Co x, “WWII Review: Dor i
Ri ght s MoHisteryiNeticamSeptember 5, 2018.

42FF-1091 was transferredto Turkey as a hulk in 1999 and sunk as a target in a Turkish eise @x 2001.
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3pOw" EUUDPI VU
422 01"@ w201 O
The two aircraft carrier sUSh8&ameld M‘i@)MNMIe m bwehri sc ho f
entered service in 1982 and is sUSSdhhe€.to rem
Ste@@€VB4), whiser eingeriend 1995 and 1is scheduled t

late AsO4sOhsdwhl,keant h of t heseodIlBipmidrehwdtraempli ps
named for persons who were living at the time t

As s hdwh3yiemhe CdOPhgrepsovisionse wett imeapnritofpgo s e d
CVN O for ReprescAd aghdwbhXtemd! qVdfigroens.an pas sed
amendmehatoi tghe ammaimgc odft fahnmniSrdliors Semd mont
was endetcdd omfs 81h3e8DEF Y d 9 8 the n't ofDG]lprzm(spsri(eDtOiD()ns

EOUBwbOwauntedid WO uwsp OUOOwWEOE w

Act, which H.olr mRéls p.adddDf® De 22mb P eBickt.n 8 1 3 8
statlead,is the sense of the Congress that the Sec
nuclear aircraft carriers app7dpor-afCtWdNt ha fisca
u. S. S. JOHN ”Ks SHENNIa#Sm June (23¢.]1988out S1 X mort
the enalBPtme2n®Pdds i dent ReaglaVhhN w4ommddnbdbednamed fo
Stennand on Decedhory b fit9d9&8drytheemedi £t he s hip
Some observers have ra7dedhokrbdebdlsaecofinwhef her
Senatterdsnipsos i tions on s e?A elgualtyi oln3 ,a n2d0 2c0i,v iplr ersisg |
that U.S. Na‘dysefufSisceida Irse nmaanvieng t wo aircraft car
legislators who advocated rasiahds &gBegatiloWNingtg
Within the military, tJ hoeh nSntye nReeobsymb a s nbe knamec Ko
Confeder ate soldiers

For some general backgr outnod tihnef onrammetsi dorf er Nagvayr dsil
sectionNChamngesl etdo Nanictatef NavyhShipeport

Des t r ¢ YDOIGs )

The Navy is currently -l cculraisndDdAsd enpgheBur ke (
t riatdi onally have been named for famous U.S. nav:
2012 Navy report to Congress discusses this tra

43 The provision was added thJ.Res. 395y S.Amdt. 1354which was proposedby SdoaTed Stevens on
December 12,1987, and agreed to in the Senate by voice vote on the same date.

4Se e ] o s hTwdairaralt eayriers were named for ardent segregationists. Could they ever be reéniitsag?

Sun January 19, 2021;&herineHafner,“On e o f  AAiicraft Cacrierdl sNamed for é8egregaionist. Some

Want t o RuWrginamRiloti tJ vl y 1, 2 0 2Navy ShipiNames Cbuald Fall Under Pefitagon

New Diversity Review Military.com, June 24, 202@Geoff Ziezulewicz Jotin C. StennisVas anArdent

Segregationist. I$t TimetoChangeth&€a r r Name? Navy Times June 23, 20 CdntrovBsyi dget Naso,
Over John C. Stennis Aircraft Carrier NamRBC San DiegpJune 23, 202@®euben Keith Green T ke Case for

Renaming the USS John C. Stepnld.S. Naval Institute Proceedingkine 2020.

A somewhat similar issue arose regarding arUe8. Coast Guard cutter originally namEaneythat is owned by the

City of Baltimore and operated there asa museum ship. Fooimn mat i on regarding the issue of t
Appendix B.

Mi ¢ hael R Confedenaté Symbolismi in the Military Stretches Far Beyoadds;IBase Namesall Street
Journal July 13, 2020 . PRaeialusticeTurmstd NanwShipsWanied for Canfederatattles,
Segregationists 3an Diego UniofTribune July 26, 2020.

46 For more on the DDG1 program, se€ERS Report RL3209,Navy DDG51 and DDG1000 Destroyer Programs:
Background and Issues for Congrelsg Ronald O'Rourke
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a rbee innagme dd efcoeta s ed member s of d hCGoaNatvyGuaMad.,jnien Chb
SecretarieBxodpttiheen Nowikhade f201dwing

e On May 7, 2012, t he Navy alnln6o ufnocre dd tlh ati nigt w
per Bbhomas “Hudner.
e On May 23, 201 3, t
person, Paul T gnat
Daniel whaosmygeved i

e NavbyD@ hhofiac ea Itihwitng t
u s1,1 8atnfhde rt lhaatte 1Ste nwaatso rn a mi n
the U. % Army during Wor

¢ On March 31 and April 5, 2016, it was report
120 for saodjvfoaogmererSenator Carl Levin.

h
i
n

e On July 28, 2016, the Navyl 24 nfiommgceae dl itvhat it
person, Harv®y C. Barnum Jr

e On July tlle, NaWwly@indwdst hbapanding the name of
destdolgnr S(DMGAE)anitmadel i vinSge npaetrosronJ,o hn S.
Mc Cai.f% 111

e On May 6, 20109, t he Navy aln3n3o ufnocre da tlh avti nigt W
per s on, f or mer, Swhnoa thoard Ssaenmr Weudn ni n t he Coas't
to 1960, and Ras¢heeChn®dh mPGAaEOH d

47 Throughout this report, the teliving personmeans a person who was living at the time the name was announced.

48DOD News Release N@52-1 2, “Secret ary oDDGtlh6doBeNNamedl hamas Hudner ¥ays
7,2012

49DOD News Release N063-13, NavyNames Next Two Destroyerdflay 23, 20B.
9General Dynami NavyAwards General Bynamics Bath Irén Works $644 Million for Construction

of DDG 51 Class Destroyer” Mar ch 31, 2016, a nathingDestroyeriafbeFoemer Michigas s , “ Na vy D
Senator Carl Levin Military Times April 5, 2016.

51«gecretary Mabus Names Destroyer for Medal of Honor Recipiént Na vy News Service, July 28,

52 The Navyannouncedthat itas expanding the name of the destroyer John. S. McCain {B)Griginally named

for Admiraw”JMbh@€aB-h94IRBB8adnd his son, Admir adl98l)pthaiso S. “Jack?”

include Senator John S. McCain Ill, the grandson of Admiral John S. McCain and the son of Admiral John S. McCain
Jr. DDG56 was procured in FY1989 andwas commissitineo service on July 2, 1994. John S. McCain Il served as

a Member of the House of Representatives from 1983 to 1987, andas a Senator from 1987 to 2018. Among his
committee chairmanships, he was the chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committeafayn 3, 2015, until

his death on August 25, 2018. He was the Republican Party candidate for President h A082, 2018, Navy

notice statedthe following:

Expanding the name of USS JOHN S. MCCAIN to include Senator McCain properly honorsthree
generations of dedicated service to our Navy and nation. Admiral John S. McCain-{B8%J,

served as a distinguished carrier task force commander of World War II. Admiral John S. McCain,
Jr. (19111981), served as the former CommaniterChief, U.S. Pacit Command. Senator John

S. McCain Ill, continued the legacy of service as a Naval Aviator during the Vietham War. As a
prisoner of war, McCain represented our nation with dignity and returned with honor.

(Richard V. Spencer, SecNav notice 5030, July D2128 , “ Name Added t o Ship Current 1
Fleet, ”“" PbBE®O®Gd 8¢n. John McCain Added to Destroyer’s Na
Grandfa h eUSNI’NewsJuly 11,2018.)
See also the press release entitled “U.S. Navy Names Ship A
July 12,2018, avttps:/mmw.mccain.senate.gguiblicindex.cfm20187 /u-s-navy-namesship-after-u-s-senatofohn
mccainCait lin Doornbos, “McCain Joins Fat h&S&tarsand@trip&s andfat her
July 11,2018.See also VI DEO: Sena.i nJ cAAdddeMc @ o Destroyer’s Namesake Along
USNINews July 11, 2018; Ken Moritsugu ( ABasedDestroyeréodJSBen.ess ), “ US
Mc Ca iNavy TimesJuly 12, 2018.
53 See Secretary of the Navy Public Afiair “ SECNAV Names New Destroyer In Honor of
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As of Ma302the dNawmwyunhaeameedsa | 1 oPDGc 1l ass destroyers g
t hr dDuDgsh3 7, t he s ecHOhpsd oocfumrtewly2 DD G

FrigaFEBG&[ X] s)

Current Navy plans call for pprRobtass POmagavopeéesal o
October 7, 2020, tthhee Na wy ta nFnhoGuyiitw midct th ewacsl a s s
procur ed wonu IFAY 2b0€200m, % tme idh ali ¢ conmert loodf s filkr $.t Na vy
ships authorize-dt bige aGoye mdigga dChdn &T &l at i on

Co n s tnjGhuetsiagCeankye, e Barneds P°8 @ m p s i m rteh icso ncaleagsuse nt 1y
knowffoastell#€21)omwm | @FB®s hiispst.he fifth Navy ship t
Constell ation

On December t2i,mo2nOyR étaod iitmheet £ sand Management Suppo
t Seenate Ar med S etrhwSisccerse tCaornym eonftn et¢hhe BNaaviyt hKkwa i t e
announced that the s-@%,0onwhischh pt ha Na&hwey clhas sr,e FuF
procuremenwoiuhdFUWVCEORGmMeISks honor of another one ¢
s hips. I n thht8se ctreesttairmyo nByr,a it hwaite stated:

So I'd like to take this moment to announce that the next Constelidtissirigate will be
named for one of those original six, a hame selected by our first president, George
Washington. The ship willblgSS Congress honor and recognize the work tlyati and

your staff do every day to support our sailors, our marines and the people of the United
States of America. On behalf ofthe Department of the Navy, our marines, our sailors, our
civilian workforce and their families that serve at their side, klyanl for what you do to
enhance ourreadiness. | look forward to your questions.

Six previous U. S. n o a b, roefdhswphsi ctha weh eb eferni gmaame da ut
Congress in 1ThRd @angiischses a8 hmatdar lpuvachquitthad t h
and placed in service®®in 1918 and then sold in

On Januartyh8dc¢rBOa2idtyhwaite announced that the t
64, woul Chees appem@&kdchonor of another one of those

The Nawwncements aboutbt2F R6 3namémdlpF&tt mEFKe clear
what the naming r,ulbee cfaours et htep ecoldbhasvsy wmhlaly sbmetoa e t |
FFG6G2 ¢l asms@ sphaspsi bility 1is that tvhye sshhiippss iwni 1 I
genePrraelv.ious classes of U.S. Navy frigates, 1ike
naval leaders and heroes.

Navy News ServigéMay 6, 2019. Nunn was a Senator from 1972 to 1997. During histime in the Senate, he was,
amongother things, the Chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committe@fmaanyJ1987 to January 1995.

54 For more on the FFG2 program, se€ERS Report R4497 Navy Constellation (FF&2) Class Frigate (Previously
FFG[X]) Program: Background and Issues for Congresg Ronald O'Rurke

55 The previous class of U.S. Navy frigates, @liver Hazard Perry(FFG7) class, ended with USBigraham
(FFG61).

%Depart ment SHEFCNAW Naameys, Navy’s Newegdt OCtmodsbserof, FROG2X). Ship
57 Source: Transcript oftheheagin @ whi ch focused on Navy and MariTBhe Corps rea
Navy is Naming its Next New Frigate USS Congre8ilitary.com, December 3, 202Mavyy Joseph Trev
Boss Tells Congress That ANew Frigate WilBea me d USS Co n gr The Brive DéeemberR2¢ 20201 y , ”

58 See U.S. Navy, Naval History and Heritage Commaictionary of American Naval Fighting Shipaccessed

December 3, 2020, attps://mmw.history.navy.mitesearcHiistoriesship-historiesflanfs.html See also Richard R.
Bur g eSEGNAV Selects USS Congress as Name of Second Constelaigane SeapowerDecember 2, 2020.
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Littoral Combat Ships (LCSs)

A total of 3Bipstewb€8d prcombred st hrougho FY2019;
procure an%Alno r3e5 LsChSisps L[hCaSwser beenh fiametd- named f
tier citieasnd somahlelr tW.8%8khse comamuimeg t 1 e s er adjusted
regionalnlty U.ndporctiat ies and communities.

(

An except ioonn Foecbcrwmrarreyd 10, 2012, when ttLICS Navy an
l1For former RepreschAmdtiiver GabeceptlienGottftarded
2018, when Pr epsriedsesntc ol fuanpe n d eMiwniitsht eAru s Ma lacld lam |
Turnbull, amn dwOficledd btEla amtaenreirda HMA L@ ndfer r a

(D33)an Australian cruiser ndhme¢d fhaghtthaloagst adk
Navy fiavbpckbd War II1 and waagede ubtyt lJeadp aanfetseer abteti ancgl
Battle of Savo I $LLSD owm s Luagadosetd pd,e vi®o4u2s. U. S. Na
ship, theCanbre CA@uvyi,s ewhich served from 1943 to 16
1970,s imadamddg i nHMAGamnrb érlirear e is dHMAS a current
CanberLina), an amphibious assault ship (1. e., h e
and now serves as the®BThagshtmadd ommhd fANLXSs hadrta
the same name willlOprUe Sa@awhy ¢chdathmsti omatrt e t han
one vessel of the Ndvbecmapg.cBha¥leaU§¥he s &meéeunhame
governing the namimngdolLOUV. $s NavyasWWHif. Navy sh

Amphi bi ous As(slabhAst) Shi ps

Amphibious (alLsHsAs yMhti cshh ilposeski zleidk ea imeadrieufnb e tcma g r i er s
named f orbaitmploerst aamt which U. S. ,Maarnidn efso rp 1faayneodu sa
earWUi8r Navy ships thatTwerNanptamameuncddrombdalku:
t hat LH#AL fcilrassts a mphi,b ilkdHykso ua sds db&@ m@ar mma m a me

previously used f-66)anhatresrecaftetdsanoTHOOIWLVY fr
Navy announced on -MaytHe 28&dandHHWhwtopullithA btehe c 1 a
namtrdi potthe location of famous MNklthien eNabvayt t 1 es i
reaffirmed this name selection witflOna more form

59 For more on the LCS program, SRS Report RL3374Navy Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) Program: Background

and Issues for Congressy Ronald O'Rourke

60 The Navy mamed LCSL and LCS2 Freedomandindependencaespectively, after multiple U.S. cities with these

names.

61 DOD News Release N®96-1 2 NavyNames Littoral Combat Ship Gabrielle Gifford&ebruary 10, 201For the

Navy’s discussi o rme, seeDepartnentofthe Nawvy ReportomRolicies and Practices of the U.S.

Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Nawydated but transmittedto Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012,

pp.3334.

2Ri chard R. Bur gess, “ PLrCeSs if doern tWoTr rl Wlm pWaN a Sehpowdifebtuarya 1 i an Cr ui s
23,2018.

631n between D33 and L0O2, there was a¥AS Canberra( FFG 02), a frigate that served in
1981 to 2005.

64 For more on the LHA program, s&RS Report R43543avy LPB17 Flight Il and LHA Amphibious Ship

Programs: Background and Issues for CongréssRonald O'Rourke

65DOD News Release N®47-1 2 Secrétary of the Navy Announces LHA 7 Will Be Named USS Tijpiay 4,

2012 The namdripoli was previously used for an amphibious assault ship d1BHhat servedin the Navy from

1966 to 1995, and for an escort carrier (C¥E) that servedin the Navy from 1943 to 1946

66« SECNAV For mally NNawdews Sesviceulier2j201odl i , ~

Congressional Research Senice 13



Navy Ship Names: Background for Congress

November 9, 2016, the Navy anno8ynwddlt bat ntalme dt
Bougainthkl €éocation of a fameudsf’/iwWorld War 11 ca

The Nawy2021 budgetedhbhdbmfioeni bh pHARpEsnt tshd pclas
projected for procurement in FY2023!s Consistent
FY2020 budget regardih,g CRhStmpdeipadrutaseshmepn tt hoaft L HA
Congress procured (i.e., authorizedlThamdNpwypyvide
has not announeded a name for LHA

Amphi bi ou6LBPid )ps

San Ant o-h7p {(LPDs amphibious ships ame being na:
communwittilt smajor being defined as being one of
staragmrd cities and communitieAn atxtcapkddnomcSaiptrc:
April 23, XNOVY,awhemn¢ waslthdejhmeghhGp in the clas
for the late Repr e%Annottahteirv ee xJcoehpnt iPo.n Mucrct thrar. e d o n
the Navy announced-29hdBhiki pwas tNmoGapgtaadiPnD f or
Richard N.r.Mcd&wheoilhivte d al of Honor for hnsg actions
later served in the Korean and Vietnam wars

On October 10, 2019, 3¢ Wehvix hamwmoesudfaad etdhdamnm EPX
namkdrri,sbfuorrg t he ¢ P Y PDfG sHatr of iibrds utr lpef a new ver
flight, -107f ctlhaes sL Pde s #1g7n Fclai IglhdPO nlt IH ednebsRilgyn .1 5, 20 2 1
Navy annound3étd thedde¥FDipRD I1 class ship, whic
and provided pr ocFuYr2e0m@eOn t wfouuRliddi tbgeb fhmanheitdth e ¢ it y i
Pennsylvania, making 7t ¥Fdighitpltihelassonthi pPDn a
Pennsylvania.

Oi 1 d TAOs )

On Januajgyh-8@,c r2eltlaory of the NavyhByNaWMelwus annou
oilers wilPpebpleamhd fomght for”aendiltl hntghte d4n
ship in t®R&OS5¢]l awhds c hTA¥@s procured in FY2016, wi l
John TBElwsihiims t hée¢ ene t agasrsentndofve r r ed t o a-203FIphn Lew
classThhi¥asvy wants 2@Gopnotbadhs®stotal of

67« SECNAV Names Next AmpNaviy News Sesvictdovemben 9, 20168 h i p , ”

68 DOD News Release N®&29-10, “ Na v yAmphibious Ship For Congressman John Murthpril 23, 2010

For the Navy’ s ndingchoics seé Departroefit ofithe NaxyRepert on Policies and Practices of

the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels ofthe Nawgated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13,
2012,pp28-30.For a recent mnews report about the naming of this sh
Navy Christening t HBMashibgioh Pastdalich 20P2015Mur t ha , ”

®Secretary of the Navy Public Affair sDockSiifEdnovoftNeea mes Fut ur e
city of Harris tNaw News Sewigectoberll®, 2019. a , ”

7O For more on the LPEL7 Flight Il program, se€ERS Report R43543avy LPDB17 Flight Il and LHA Amphibious

Ship Programs: Background and Issues for CongregsRonald O'Rourke

“Valerie Insinna, “Navy to Name NeRefensGPaiydanuaty 7,8016:@0i 1 ers for
2« gecretary of the Navy Ray Ma"tNaw NeNs Sewisdarfudre6e2016Re pl eni s hme n't

3 For more on the John Lewidass program, s€BRS Report R4354®avy John Lewis (TAQO5) Class Oiler
Shipbuilding Program: Background and Issues for Congrieg$onald O'Rourke
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OnJuly 2616, it was waeuypnodntee & hteh aste ctohned Nahvryo u gh s
class (i.e., TAOs 206 through 210) for Harvey M
and Sojoyrmes pPPAddt kK hley e names were later posted
s hips

Dry Car go uamidt iAommén TSAhKi Epss)

The NadWlgwis and -Clarkaé¢ TAKEBrgo and ammunition s
famous American explor.erTshie tNraaviyl balnanzoeurnsc,e da nodn pQGc
that ‘5 heplBdn the clashse wasvileirng htasmM&@teetfior stt Me
Navy announced on Mihib8,in20ht, ctthats twhalld4 be n
activist €Cesar Chavez.

Expediti onarpyo rFtass t( EIPrFasns

Expeditiopaaspoftwhi CEPESHHUJI wMaywy Deing procured
well as bvyertehea aNMutviy,§ 6r Americahnt Pacdembaend2608a9
namirmfer EPFs was changed to small U.S. cities.
and October 2e0dl 1t,o istmawlals Ua dSjAsscta f i Ma3;0alhéd c ount i e
Navdposted names ffBF-14a1 WhEEB Rs wtal Y 2pOuTglbheu rNeadv yi n

has not yet pod$dSedwhiobhmwafoprBREred in FY2021.

Expeditionary TranspBxpedbtkend ESDSerpaaBds es

The Nawmxpeditionoackstt&Ed@Pdaokdkpadditionagsy sea b
( ESSB and)ahrieg hbeeri ng named for famous natieS. or pla
Mar 1@ sNovember 10, 2020 ESBh ewMasvlyp ramcmwruendc eidn t h
FY2Q18o0ould bMamiame dCdrops Vietnam veteran and Me.
Ser geanto iMaagjmI?Ayi ESBES/B was proc WOmedamy HY¥2019.

“Sam LaGrone, “Navy to Name Ship USNtNewsJuly=28, 20RG. Sekalso Act i vi st
“Document: Notice to CongresUSNIdNews8 Alurgap 6 s 8d Nalvly6 .ShSiepe NMamos
to Name Next JohnLewi€ 1 a s s Oiler After Civil and Human Rights Leader

“Secretary of the Navy Names Newest Navy News Sewviplugust i s h ment Oi 1
17,2016. The first six shipsin the class are being peztunder a block buy contract.

SDOD News Release N@88-09, “ Na v yShiNAfter €ivil Rights Activist Medgar EversOctober 9, 2009

For the Navy’s discussion of t hi ARepermwnRoliciesahdPracticesofs ee Depart
the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels ofthe Nawgated but transmittedto Congress with cover letters dated July 13,

2012, pp21-22.

DOD News Release N&20-11, “ Na vy NorivisRigita ActvistCesar Chavez May 18, 2011For the

N a v yiscussiot of thisnaming choice, see Department of the NaReport on Policies and Practices of the U.S.

Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Nawydated but transmittedto Congress with cover letters dated July 13,2012,

pp.22-24. ANovember 29,2016, e ws art icle states the following: “1 got the
[then-Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus] said [referringto General Dynamics National Steel and Shipbuilding

Company (GD/NASSCO) of San Diego, CA, the builder ofthe TAKEl ass ships]. “They were the
recommended it because 85 percent of the shipyard workers i
Navy Sec. Mabus Leaves I mp rMitaty.compNoweraberi2@,2046.), Ship Acquisitio

T Departmen of the Navy A Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmittedto Congress with cover letters dated July 13,2012;1%. 18

See, for examplSECNAY NamesFutare ExSeditiafy Sea Base USS John L. Canley
Seapower November 10, 202 0NewdstiShiatoBeaNarked forsMarin€ Syta Maj Jokln Canley,
Vietnam War Hero Military.com, November 11, 2020.
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2021, the Navy -annwhnclkdwahapr ES§Bred in FY2019,
Marinev toeapMadalmdof Honor recipieltmPRékate Fir s

Towi g lavge, and ResTAdSsIhips

On Mar ch tlh2e, M2lol9nac telda t 6B ATtShe first ship in a n
salvage, andlAT,SswWawl d Maep A admed t hat ships in thi:
name ¢ rfooriNme nitve sfonre rNactainv ¢ r d¥b@mr iJcame 21, 2019, t 1

announced7fhaheTAES ond ship Cherbke&ONafubwould
6, 2019, the Navy, amhoumkierdd tshhitp TA&E §ti hawec 1 as s
j i bwe Anins hiomalb ealowf Cthh @ pSavgai nl ndi ¥@n Tkrabeaony§y Mic
2021, the Navy announced9,t hwd u It dlLed rfnomuarmehd s h
pe hotnbber Ioefnape Nat fPamdof hRennhpegl fadtad s hip
0, wo unledMuls &« ongac ¢ Ci e @ koofNaet-gswenlefr ned Native

ican tribe 1 ocat®Td ei nNaQkmithlage en,0tOkyleath opmoas t e d
h asdipevemt h-ht & d dls2E,ATShATcSh were procured i

—

2
O
15,

Lena
T AT-8
Amer
s 1 Xt

AspecNayoShi p Names

Tw&tate Names Not CurrRatdiyE@BkHdEgy Us ed

As mnot eidn etahrel iswd ttoonowver-nammegst mt Newnyg me hip
wemwma e ven to battles hpiopwe,r etdh ecnr ul iast eerrs taon dn ubcallelair:
submar imest raebdienn tnoysVi r gealnaedsd) a ¢ k sBMAB maoit mas .
arilnes¢dheion on names do o faiMaid;0 Rallst foibanedr v n e s ,
ndeeanstyruet i Nhunnd/Bbifps hem submmnennkbyg )named cfuor
tates.

» o o

Thtewsot awthecoss e names are not currentKynbagdng used
Sout h (Faorro lsionlda nthiame gtbhee st at by f b anrom hi imbed ,h a s

passed since a ship named for the state has bee
combat asset, and for which no shAspotbyMakaf4nam
20211t h anso rbee ¥yheaanr s s ince the decommissioning on
batt Kank®B®1 ) , the most recent ship named for th
commissioned service wiThet mnmesNavygceSsashombasam

79 secretary of the Navy Public AffairsSECNAV Names Futur¥essels while aboard Historic Navy Shipp  U. S.
Navy, January 15, 2021.

80«SECNAV Names New Class of Towing, Salvage and Rescue Ship NaMajoy News Servigéarch 12, 2019.
81 «SECNAV Names Newest Towing Salvage and Rescue Ship Cherokee NatiotyNews Servicelune 21, 2019.

82 «gacretary of the Navy Names Newest Towing Salvage and Rescue Ship Saginaw Ojibwe AnishReabeklews

Service July 26, 2019.

83 Secretary of the Navy Public AffairsSECNAV Names Future Vessels while aboard Historic Natvip, ”  U. S.

Navy, January 15, 2021.

84 Secretary of the Navy Public AffairsNavy Names Future Vessel to Honor Muscogee Creek Nation U. S. Na vy ,

January 15, 2021.

810 U.S.C. 8 E&achbattieshipsshalibe ramed fof a State. However, if tiiegaf all the States are in

use, a battleship may be namedfor a city, place,orpérsofth e Navy has not procured any new
surface combatants larger than cruisers) since World War Il. 10 U.S.C. 8@62&)ot prohibit thBavy fromgiving

state namesto ships other than battleships.

86 The Littoral Combat Shiansas City(LCS22), named for the adjacent cities of Kansas City, Missouri, and Kansas
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r oltihnea nmaewene dSauwtuh s@aE&rGANI7Hwa al e c o mmi s § udyed on
, 1999.

December 23, 2019, 8he, Na®h@3 S StNb @ accleads sVihrag i nS:
ack submarines procured iofFWYX0ahpmwoahd Brei
pe®Pivet yt o this mnaming announcement, Arizon
er Kansas for which the most t ismen ahmed hpaads s e d
n in commis prewshd pse muaimeea. fDwethchtetslee £ lwiop st at
k apatabtsteca]dkaoh Har bor olant Dec b afbreitzeoBia g 9 4

, wwvahsi cdhe commi s sioned on Decembeat2289c¢k]l]94nhd f
b aQktlleeKdBsH ), whiacils evda samad t £ wr vfhoguenddt ttaoc kb,e t o
onomical to repair,%®BBifd dowommrsyvesomsed ai melmD

o e

019
r

:ﬂwmg‘m"&mo UJO

O O0~58 0O - n —+

e there 1s n
h the most t
i e
S
t

e}

rule requiring the Mavy, in s
me has passed since a ship nam
Navy as a combat asset, advoca

i ut, among onshprraedinigscge taes Hi
e state has been in commissioned service

p— o

e with

oo B PSS OCc 0 ho B
@)

ﬂo'—{v—t-'-"

hhomgé

=

its annpundemdnth2dfNa yyt WwavVe r gcalmiasasgga ¢ ke

maSSiNmse s78 6 tthadm bhghoV 9 0CoWaosrhai diog,t olnndi ana, and
p e, dDODBvtealtyendle of t he five states has had a shi
rs . The most recehmdtawadechewwasdebommas 1 eas
olb9e6F3T e July r2e@mlox tNatsoy aCtoensg rtehBes ffoorlel odweicnigd i n g
which names to selfetcHSalcfrert atrlye [foifv e hseu Nmaryi R
asked for a list of State mnames that . Hland been a
it souwmemeomémve mber2 01192, t hat the Navlya swasatnaancikn g
submar %1 SfSoNr DD a wtak-8g cr et ar y ME&lbtu sh aass bseaeyni ntgo,
long since there has b®¥en a USS Delaware in the

cOox " ®»
5 0 0o ¢
- o »n g

A NavySeNewisc becaabouvg Shpt Nambegr 18, 2014, announc
Vir geilnmsast ack sudy®2r wmes DENng namedT Hiosr iVertmhat
first ship named for Vermont since 1920[,] when
decommi §%Ai NaNsegwSe r vice articsleOabob@01 8@ Navy
announcemd&nt gcilhashs d bk s udVOd3r woas HPENng named for
stated thalS ®Srleeggwmse ai bug tl eship best known for
Amer ican iWarl pewldemdestr oy AdmetabndeAmeedf benPhilip

City, KS, was procured in FY2015 amés commissioned into service on June 20, 20&dame was announced in
July 2015 by thetBecretary of the Navy Ray Mabus.

8"Acting Secretary of the Navy Public Af flassiSubs forr Acting SECNA
GreatestGe n Her o e s o fNavh Neaws Servigiaeeember 23,2019.

88 The Los Angeles (SS688) class attack submarine Oklahoma City (S58) entered service in 1988 and will
reach the end of its 3@ear expected service life in 2021.

89DOD News Release No. 2642, “ Navy Names FiApril3N0® Submarines, ”

% Departmem of the Navy A Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmittedto Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2@82, p.

91 DOD News Release N®14-12, Setretary of the Navy Ray Mabus Nantks Next VirginiaClass Submarine USS
Delaware with Dr. Jill Biden as the Sponsdiovember 19, 2012

92« SECNAV Na mecsl a\isr gSunbinea r i n Navy NV SeribsSeptembert 18, 2014.
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War; it performed blockade duty in Manila Bay a
and aided in tYffie capture of Vigan.

A NavySeNewisce articdelmbound, th®l Navagnnouwuncement
class attack3Oslubwvmar ibread n$gS N dTheed ffuctru rlet alS Ss tUa tachd ,
the second naval vessel to bear-31 he wasgme; t he f
commissioned ionn gl,9 lhlo monrda bhlaeWhtailnee cionn-dsuecrtviincge a nt
gunnery exercis e€sl iwmasPesatriuderbprg BBrpedo and
stages of the Japanese attack [on December 7, 1
13,41894d received a battle ™ tar for her serviece
The Nawmyayming announ<dmsent $ utbona r Yinreg i nhiaave 1 e d u c «
states for which several decades had passed sin
commiss  vaeed wi¢eh the Navy as a combat asset, an
currently under construction. This group used t
Mont ®khdahoma, bntd NMcidgemanattack s ubmaerdi nfeosr have
these statescldSescathamabMiingbmiaamowmdc Admenk 13, 20
November 19, 201 2; September 1 8, a0l 4D;e c@antbeelre r
23, 264Ppectively.)

As discussed eamlisr fioart ttndmenki sngpeenra mti hmensnre x t s e v ¢
year s , the Navy can manage the situation of hav
namkyd amending fbe nhemi Vigy gmalient gsilmismsmg t he state
butkimg additional exceptionscltacs st hbeo artusl et, h ea nsda/ n
names as -rtehtei rerantgh s @8 {b&dhxitlom s s boat s , however, ar e
scheduled to be retired in F ¥2r0a2l6 ya nod es bosag qpen

Shi ps Named for Living Persons

The Navy historically has onl ymeramri emlgy (1t ahmeodun gshloiu
CRS roppostons who were living aAs thkdwhlnent he na
since the n7a0mifnogr oCfa r (WY NvVa 124 Ub.as si nmill%%t ary s hips h
namediffomg.Wp¢ hs onse LeCAHcle pwhiiocnh (wdsa bmramd e f Gr f f o1
the persons in question were at 1easEtigght years o
t h2eh a mi n g dve cimsniooubnectewde en January 20123and March
announced 4damnd@h2 eadnd n 2m0ilnbe.srtd e i n st an€es het he
were named for current or former Members of Con

Ve Secretary of the Nav-Clask StymaMaibme WaiSne®r &/gogji #i Navy Ne ws Se
10, 2014.

Me«Secretary of the Nav-¢l Ray Ma blaupNeWaSeryigdanWaryr1g,i2616. 881
was decommissioned on September 5, 1944, andthen struck from the navy record obeédd\B;rh944.

%10 U.S. C. 8 datdarethan ene vessetof the Navy may havethesamefmamlent er preting t he ph
“vessel of the Navy” to mean a ship that has been delivered
would permitthe Navy to name Virginielass boats under construction for states whose names are assigned-to Ohio

class boatsthat are to be decommissioned before the Vhgasa boatsin question are to be delivered or

commi ssioned into selr voifc et.h d nNaevryp™ ettoi nrge fevre sasddi t i onally t o
for the Navy could require the Navy to defer the official act of naming one or more Vigdasga boats that are under

construction until Ohieclass boats with the same state naheese been decommissioned.
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Table 1. Ships Since 1973 Named for Persons Who Were Living at the Time

3HUVRCG Fiscal Year ship

age when year ship entered or

Hull Date name name was was is to enter

Ship type number Ship name announced announced procured service
Aircraft carrier CVN-70 Carl Vinson 1/18/1974 90 FY1974 1982
Attack submarine SSN709 Hyman G. Rickover 5/9/1983 83 FY1974 1984
Destroyer DDG-51 ArleiglBurke 11/5/1982 81 FY1985 1991
Aircraft carrier CVN-74 John C. Stennis 6/23/1988 86 FY1988 1995
Sealift ship TAKR-300 Bob Hope 1/27/1994 90 FY1993 1998
Aircraft carrier CVN-76 Ronald Reagan 2/2/1995 83 FY1995 2003
Attack submarine SSN23 Jimmy Carter 4/8/1998 73 FY1996 2005
Destroyer DDG-94 Nitze 1/10/2001 93 FY1999 2005
Aircraft carrier CVN-77 George H.W. Bush 12/9/2002 78 FY2001 2009
Destroyer DDG-108  WayneE. Meyer 11/29/2006 80 FY2004 2009
Attack submarine SSN785 John Warner 1/8/2009 81 FY2010 2015
Expeditionary transport dock ESD2 John Glenn 1/4/2012 90 FY2011 2014
Littoral Combat Ship LCS10 Gabirielle Giffords 2/10/2012 41 FY2012 2017
Destroyer DDG-116  Thomas Hudner 5/7/12012 87 FY2012 2017
Destroyer DDG-117  Paul Ignatius 5/23/2013 92 FY2013 2018
Oiler TAO-205  John Lewis 1/6/2016 75 FY2016 2021
Expeditionary Sea Base ESB4 +HUVKHO ":RRG 1/14/16 92 FY2014 2018
Destroyer DDG-120  CarlLevin 3/31/16 81 FY2013 2021
Destroyer DDG-124  Harvey C. Barnum Jr. 7/28/16 75 FY2016 2021
Destroyer DDG-56 John S. McCain 7/11/2018 81 FY1989 1994
Destroyer DDG-133 Sam Nunn 5/6/2019 80 FY2020 2026
Destroyer DDG-137  JohnF. Lehman 10/13/2020 78 FY2021 2027
Expeditionary Sea Base ESB6 John L. Canley 11/10/2020 82 FY2018 2022
Expeditionary Sea Base ESB7 Robert E. Simanek 1/15/2021 90 FY2019 2023

Source: Compiled by CRS. Source for dates when names were announced for@¥tirough DDG108:
Navy Office of Legislative Affairs email to CRS, May 1, 2012. Sourcdatis when names of ships after DBG
108 were announced: Navy announcements and news accountson the naming of those ships.

a. Thisis the date that President Reagan announced that the ship would be named for Stennis. The Navy
officially named the ship for Steis on December 19, 1988.
SSN23 was originally procured in FY1992. Its procurement was suspended, and then reinstated in FY1996.

c. OnJuly 11, 2018,the Navy announced that it was expanding the name of the deslayerS. McCain
(DDG-56), originally naed for Admiral John S. McCain (188445) and Admiral John S. McCain Jr. (1911
1981),to also include Senator John S. McCain IlI.

The Navy stated in February 2012 that

The Navy named several ships for living people (ex George Washington, Ben Frankiin,
etc) in the early years of our Republic. The Naval History and Heritage Command
(NHHC) believes that the last ship to be named by the Navy in honor of a living person
prior to [the aircraft carrier]CARL VINSON (CVN-70) was the brig JEFFERSON
(launched in Apl 1814). Between 1814 and November 18, 1973, when President Nixon
announced the naming of CARL VINSORNNHHC does not believe that any ships had

9 Although President Nixon announced on November 18, 1973, thatMould be named for Carl Vinson, as
shown inTable 1, the name apparently was officially given to the ship on January 18, 1974.
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The

been named for a living person by the Navy as NHHC does not have records that would
indicate such’

Jully Navy report to Congress, mnoting

above passage, states t hat

the practice of naming shipsin honor of deserving Americans or naval leaders while they
are still alive can be traced all the way back to theoReenary War. At the time, with
little established history or tradition, the young Continental Navy looked to honor those

who were fighting so hard to earn America

had no less than five ships named for him befos death; John Adams and James
Madison, three apiece; John Hancock, two; and Benjamin Franklin, one.

The practice of naming ships after living persons was relatively commonplace up through
1814, when a US Navy brig was named in honor of Thomas Jeffétewever, after the

War of 1812, with the US Navy older and more established, and with the list of famous
Americans and notable naval heroes growing ever longer, the practice of naming ships after
living personsfellinto disuse. Indeed, the only exaapdiver the next 150 years came in
1900, when the Navy purchased its firstsubmarine fromits still living inventor, John Philp
Holland, and Secretary of the Navy John D. Long named her USS Holland (SS 1) in his
honor....

[In the early 1970s], however, Ppartmentofthe Navy leaders were considering the name
for CVN 70. Secretary of the Navy John Warner knew tffé@gress had introduced
no less than three bills oramendments (none enacted) urging that CVN 70 be named for in

a

B

honorofCarlVinson,whoseved in the House for 50 years

oftheTwoOcean Navy.” Although Secretary Warmner

than worthy of a ship name, the former Congressman was still alive. Naming a ship for this
giant of naval affairsvould therefore violate a 16@ar old tradition. After considering

the pros and cons of doing so, Secretary

to name CWN 70 for the 9ear old statesman. President Nixon readily agreed. Indeed, he
personalf announcedthe decision onJanuary 18, 1974....

In hindsight, rather than this decision being a rare exception, it signaled a return to the
Continental Navy tradition of occasionally honoring famous living persons with a ship
name. Since then, and beftine appointment of current Secretary [now tSeeretary] of

the Navy Ray Mabus, Secretaries of the Navy have occasionally chosento follow this new,
“old tradition,” maming ships in honor
Ronald Reagan, Gege H.W. Bush, and Gerald R. Ford; Secretary of the Navy Paul Nitze;
Navy Admirals Hyman G. Rickover, Arleigh Burke, and Wayne E. Meyer; Senators John
C. Stennis and JohnWarner; and famous entertainer Bob Hope. Moreover, it is important
to note that threef these welknown Americans-Gerald R. Ford, John C. Stennis, and
Bob Hope—were sohonored after Congress enacted provisions in Public Laws urging the
Navy to do so. By its own actions, then, Congress has acknowledged the practice of
occasionally namingraps for living persons, if not outright approved of it.

In other words, while naming ships after living persons remains a relatively rare
occurrence-aboutthree per decade since 19tds now an accepted butsparingly used
practice for Pragmatic Secreieg[of the Navy]of both parties. For them, occasionaly
honoring an especially deserving member of Congress, US naval leader, or famous
American with a ship name so that they might end theirdays on earth knowing that their

S

cas ¢

frece

and w
felt

Warner

of

life’s work asmndbbbohoredo b MaAedrpsiTeam’and Na v y

97 Navy information paper dated February 28, 2012, provided to CRS by Navy Office of Legislative Affairs, March 1,

2012.
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that their spirit will accompany and inspire the Team in battle, is sometimes exactly the
right thing to do®®

Shi ps Named for the Confederacy or Confeder a
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A February 2021 Navy report onmadcddusimar amd di

recommendat ioonfasu,mbienrc 15u.d7i)n gb e aarmendg fomr Ntalveg G dnpHed
or Con Pfefdietr kadttse:t & s

This Initiative Is an Opportunity to Honor and Name Naw Assetgor Naval Heroes

Topic: Modernize process to name ships, buildings, streets in honor ofahéttistorical
Naval Figures (5.7)

Problem Statement

Certain Navy ship names have been highlighted by Congress and in the media for
connections to confederate or white supremacistideologies. Without a comprehensive
database orreview of current Navy reayit is unclear whether the body of Navy names

%8 Department of the Navyy Report on Policies and Practicestbé U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmittedto Congress with cover letters dated July 13,2019 pp. 7

99 U.S. Navy,Task Force One Navy, Our Navy TeaiNavigating A Course To True North, Final Reparidated,
released Februog 3, 2021, 141 pp.

Congressional Research Senice 21



Navy Ship Names: Background for Congress

is consistent with Navy Core Values and representative and inclusive of the truly diverse
population of the Navy, today and throughout th

Following a review of internal Navy practices@Congressional Research Service (CRS)
documentation, there appears to be no consolidated database, process or effort within the
Navy to reviewthe names of Navy assets in order to ensure that the names reflectthe Navy
Core Values. This initiative is ampportunity to honor and name Navy assets for Naval
heroes fromall classes, races, genders and backgrounds.

Recommendations

Initiate Systematic Review to Identify and Rename Navy Assets in Need of Modernization
Consistent with Navy Core Values.

1. Review shald identify assets honoring those associated with the Confederacy and
identify assets named after racist, derogatory or culturally insensitive persons, events
or language.

2. Renaming recommendations and decisions should be consistent with current naming
authorities, policies and practices, with a focus on honoring persons of historicaly
underrepresented demographics, including racial minorities, women and enlisted
members.

3. The method and timeline of reviewis flexible, however, a stakehteldexommitee
could oversee the consolidation of Navy asset names and lead the review and
recommendation process.

» The general membership, strategy and mission statement of the committee may
be subjectto amendment pastactmentofthe NDAA for Fiscal Year 2021.

» Thecommittee would compile the lists of names for review, delegate as needed
(e.g., requestinginstallation commanders to provide lists of installations buildings
and streets named after persons pursuant to OPNAVINST 503G%2H);
coordinate with ethics and hagy experts to identify assets for renaming; serve
as a central repository for questions and renaming requests; and propose new
names. This course of action (COA) offers thoroughness and consistency.
Additionally, the committee could consist of person®wiry already possess
the expertise necessary to perform these tasks, for example, personnel from
OPNAV N17, NHHC, CNIC, NAVFAC and commands possessing authority and
ownership over weapons systems, afloat and aviation assets such as NAVSEA
and NAVAIR?

» Menuorialize the process and membership of the committee by either updating the
OPNAVINST 5030.12H, other relevant naming authorities or by simply crafting
an order fromthe CN{Zhief of Naval Operationgjutining the expectations for
the committee and theepod of review.

i. Success will be measured when 1) the Committee is stooeBupdibths); 2)

the Committee produces a consolidated database or list of Navy assetr@mes (3

Months); 3) when the Committee provides an overview of the current heath of

theNavy’s body of asset names, including any
problematic and a recommendation on how to upgrade th&mmr@nths); 4)

when current policies/ instructions are updated to reflect the makeup of the

Committee and the expectations fotute responsibilities and authoritiesi®

100 An OPNAVINST is an instruction issued by the Chief of Naval Operations.

101OPNAV N17 is the 23 Century Sailor Office (N17) within the office of the Chief of the Chief of Naval Operations
(OPNAYV). NHHC is theNaval History andHeritageCommand. CNIC is th€ommander, Navy Installations
CommandNAVFAC is theNaval Facilities Engineering Systems CommaNAVSEA is the Naal Sea Systems
Command. NAVAIR is the Naval Air Systems Command.
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months); and 5) Whenthe CNO and Secretary ofthe Navy (SECNAV) make asset
naming decisions based on the current body of Navy asset names and
consideration of a broad range of possible names that reflect divamgit
inclusion (612 months).

)

i. Following the Committee’s work to create a
efforts must be taken to keep the list up to date. That sustainment review can be

ongoing or periodic (yearly or-B0 years). As the list/databasea living

document, updates must be made as new names come online. Updates could be

submitted through the OPNAYV staff for updating or a stakeholder from the

committee could be assigned this responsibility as a running requirement.

Supporting Information

While OPNAVINST 5030.12H requires installation commanders to develop and maintain
lists of streets, facilities and structures named after persons, there is no additional process
set outin the instruction for consolidated or periodic review of sucRiists.

42-2w, EUVAWGARI4 22w OUKIKDEBR@BiUE T EOCET OGOUUYDOOI
bl A

A May 21, 2021, press report states:

The number of U.S. military assets that may need to be renamed as part of an effort to scrub
Confederate names could reach intdthedreds, the retired admiral leading the renaming
effort said Friday.

“1 think once we get down to looking at buildin
run i1nto the hundreds,” retired Adm. Michelle Hc

Howard, a former vice chief of naval operations and thefirst African American woman to
command a U.S. Navy ship, is the chairwoman of the Commission onthe Naming of ltems
of the Department of Defense that Commemorates the Confederate States of America or
Any Person Who Served Voluntarily with the Confederate States of America, also known
as the Naming Commission

>

In her update on the commission’s efforts Frida
nine bases owned by the Department of Defense name@aftiederate leaders

The Navy, meanwhile, has identified at least one ship so far to look at for renaming,
Howard said:the USNS Maury, an oceanographic survey ship named aftera commander
who resignedfromthe U.S. Navy to sail for the Confederacy.

Thenumber of Navy ships identified for the renaming effort is expected to grow, with
Howard suggesting the USS Antietamguided missile cruiser as a possibility. The Batte of
Antietamis considered a strategic victory for the Union in the Civil War, buttedh

stalemate.

“ITt depends on whether or not you see Antietam a
needs more exploration behind whdotanyt he s hip was
of t hes e wh e+theintdntionatthesimeofihamihge vehat the purpose

and thought process was, th'® historical context

102y.s. Navy,Task Force One Navy, Our Navy TeaNavigating A Course To True North, Final Repartdated,
released February 3,2021,pp-5% . Se e al s oNawiTask FoideGalls iomChanging Ship Names that
Honor Confederacy Military.com, February 3, 2021.

103 Rebecca Kheel CommissionChair: ‘Hundreds of Military AssetgCould Have ConfederatdamesRemoved
The Hill, May 21, 2021See alsdMeghann Myers Fdft Belvoir,Cruiser AntietamnderConsideration foRenaming
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A July 13, 2020, “UrrSe.s sNarveyp o1ftf isctiaatl s htalvaet i nf or n
several ships, including mehd aUfStSe rCha nCoenl fl od esrvai tl ¢
and the USNS Maury, an oceanographic survey s hi
served as superintendent of the U.S. Naval Obse
Na V%4,

A Jeur 4, 2020, press report states

The names of U.S. warships could face new scrutiny in coming months as the Pentagon
moves forward with a militarwide effort to target racial bias and prejudice in the ranks.

A Defense Departmetwide review toimprove inclusion and diversity will likelyptionly
look at military installation names, butthose of Navy vessels too.

“While I cannot speak for these three groups of
to the [defense secretary], Iwould personally expect that at least one ofthese gloups wil

make specific recommendations regarding the nanm
Garver, a Pentagon spokesman, told Navy Times.

Lisa Lawrence, a Defense Department spokeswoman, said Wedhhstap4]that
Defense Secretary Mark Esper is moving fadhquickly, but deliberately, in setting up
the groups thatwill examine military issues related to diversity.

Like Army installations named for Confederate leaders, the names of at least two Navy
ships have beencalled into question in recentweeks astngy grapples with ongoing
protests foran end to racismand police brutality.

Retired Lt. Cmdr. Reuben Keith Green recently laid out his case forrenaming the aircraft
carrier John C. Stennis in this motd® h’>s U.S. Na-

The nationwide debate has also resurrected questions over why the Navy has-a guided
missile cruiser named for the Battle of Chancellorsville, which the Confederacy.won

The name of the oceanographic survey ship Maury also has ties to the Confét&racy,
Naval Institute News recently notédi.

A Jeun 2, 2020, press report states

The focus nationally has been on U.S. Army bases named for Confederate military leaders,
but there are also two active Navy ships connected to the Confeddthe}guided

missile cruiser USEhancellorsvillfCG62) and [the] oceanographic survey ship USNS
Maury (T-AGS-66).

Maury, delivered in 2016, was named for Matthew Fontaine Maury. While in the U.S.
Navy, Maury oversaw the Naval Observatory and was instrumental in lalging t
foundation of modern oceanography. Murray resigned fromthe U.S. Navy and served in
the Confederate Navy. He spentthe majority of the Civil War in Europe attempting to drum
up support forthe Confederaty.

by DoD Commission Military Times May 21, 2021.

104 Michael R. Gordon Confederate Symbolism in the Military Stretches Far Beyond Flags, Base NaMadisStreet
Journal July 13, 2020.

105The name of USSohn C. Stennisas discussed earlier in the section on names of aircraft carriers.

16Gi n a HaNakyShipiName€ould Fall Under Pentagondlew Diversity Review Military.com, June 24,
2020.

107 | addition to TAGS66, three previous Navy ships were also named for MaAmyonline biography of Matthew
Font aine Maury sPathfinderofthe‘Saddatthewkantaide Maury made important contributions
to chartingwind and ocean currents. His studies provedthat by following the winds and currents ships could cross the
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Chancellorsville commissionedin 1989, is nathfor the Confederate victory in 1863 by
the Army of Northern Virginia led by Robert E. L

The Ticonderogalass of cruiserare named for American battletcluding several Civi

War conflicts. Unlike USSVicksburg (CG69 or USS Mobile Bay (CG53),

Chancellorsvilles named for a clear Confederate victory that paved the way for the Amy

of Northern Virginia’s invasion of Pennsylvania

The hullofthe cruiser contains minié balls and shelifragts fromthe battle, USA Today
reported in 1988. As of at least 2016, t he s hipj
Jacksort®®

The Navy s€Charceltilhsansvihlel e

[tihe first U.S. Navy ship named for a Civii War battle fought just south of the

Rappahannock and Rapidan Rivers in Virginiecb(1ay 1863). Gen. Robert E. Lee, CSA,

who led the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia, held Gen. Joseph Hooker, USA, who

commanded the Union Army and Department of the Potomac, in position while Lt. Gen.

Thomas J. Jackson, CSA, enveloped the Union right flank, surprising and rolling up the

Federal’s right. Lee’s victory, combined with
Vicksburg, Miss., prompted the Southh’s thrust 1in
the pivotal Battle of Gettysbur§®

Regar dChagnceélel ommesva,l 122020, press report stated

[A spokesman for Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mike Gijagmdr. Nathan
Christensen, declined to commentas to whether the seaservice plarreattbe name

of the warship Chancellorsville, commissioned in 1989 and named after a Confederate
victory during the Civil War ..

An image on the command’s official website s hows
of the Confederate flatj?

Al s o rge giGliradn cme | ,I oarns vAulgluesets sl 6, ¢ Rdrlt7 ,s:tpart es t he f

As America churns through a bloody debate over the place Confederate monuments occupy
in the modern day United States, a Navy cruiser named in honor of a Confederate Civi

ocean in fewer days than ever beforeWith the outbreak of the Civil War, Maury Mrginian, resigned his

commission as a U.S. Navy commander and joined the Confederacy. He spent the war in the South, as well as abroad

in England, acquiring ships forthe Confederdcy.( Nat i onal Museum of t he U. S. Navy, “M
[18061873), » published April 19, HtpstMw.historycavysmilleodtenthistorn/ 11, 2020,
museumsimusnéducationdistancelearningto-the-endsof-the-earthhavigationbiography—matthewfontaine

maury.html ) Se e al s o Scieritishof8he SeasOThe leegacyof MatthewFontaineMaltry Li br ary o f
CongressJuly 25,2018, accessed June 11, 202bttats://blogs.loc.gowiaps201807/icientistof-the-seasthe-
legacy-of-matthewfontainemaury!

1852 m L a GSewate 8ill to Purge Confederate Names from U.S. Military Could Affect Two Navy, Stiga\I
News June 12, 2020.

109« Chancell ¢2)s1988,1 DiciongarydGAmerican Naval Fighting Shipsccessed October 27, 2047,
https://mmw.history.navy.mitesearcHiistoriesship-historiesflanfst/chancellorsville—cg62—1989.html.

110 Geoff Ziezulewicz CNO SaysNo More ConfederatBattleFlags inPublic paces aniiVork Areas Navy Times

June 9, 2020. For additional press reportUSNavptaBar t he CNO’ s
Confederaté&lags fromShips, Aircraft,Bases Reutegs, June 9, 2020; RoberNavyBans ns ( Associ
Display of ConfederatBattleFlag asMilitary LeadersConsiderRenamingBases Norfolk Virginian-Pilot, June 9,

2020; Ry aJSMavydoms MarineSirMovingtoBan ConfederatBattleFlag TNN June 9, 2020; Paul D.

Sh i n k mNavy tp Bah Confederate Flag Following Marine Corps QrdarS. News & World Repqriune 9, 2020;

Cai t 1 i n Nady¢MowektioBan ConfederatElag Fox NewsJune 9, 202®achary Halaschak US Navy

Movesto Ban Display of ConfederatBattleFlag Washington Examinedune 9, 202Mavid Martin, Jordan

Freimanand Li Cohen U.S. Navy toBanAll Public Displays of the Confederaféag TBS NewsJune 10, 2020.

Congressional Research Senice 25



Navy Ship Names: Background for Congress

War victory is unlikely to see its named changed, a service official said Wednesday
[August162017.

The guidedmissile cruiser Chancellorsville [G&] was commissioned in 1989 and
derives its name from an 1863 battle considered to be the greatest vi€ornyfederate
Gen. RobertE. Lee....

But a Navy official speaking on the condition of anonymity Wednesday said that even
though the Chancellorsville is named after a Confederate victory, the name comes froma
battle, not an individual, and soldiers on beites died.

The weelong battle resulted in major casualties for both sid&%000 Confederates and
17,000 Union troops, according to the National Parks [sic: Park] Service.

The Navy official did say, howevocoudbe t hat there
altered.

The predominance of gray in the ship’s crest s
spectacular military strategies and his dominan
website.

An inverted wreath als o nondbestknawh general t he Confe
Stonewall Jackson, who was mortally wounded in the battle.

While the rupture of the country during the Civil War is reflected in the crest, it also
features Jackson’s order to “press on.

ER]

“Maybe t halookingatoredoiet,h” rtehe offscaafitheidin€& There’
) UOT wNOuwl YI YOw" - . w2UEUI OI OUw1il 1T EUEDOT wil OOYE
On June 9, 2020, t h ¢ CNJAdemfi roafl Nvhi wahla eQp eGrid tdiagyng s s

Today, | directed my staff to begin crafting@mler that would prohibit the Confederate
battle flag from all public spaces and work areas aboard Navy installations, ships, aircraft
and submarine3.he orderis meant to ensure unit cohesion, preserve good order and
discipline, an devalyedhobhionbr, colrage aNdconymitrdéhtc o r

EEPUDPOOEOw! EEOT UOUOEwW( Oi OUOEUDOO

A June bbhog2pddt states tthatvepadste nUnS.meNafyprs ICio
of fiimaerlsude

the [ballistic missile submarine/attack submarine] USS Robégde(SSBN6O1[/SSN

601]) [commissioned 1960; decommissioned 1983], the [ballistic missile submarine] USS

Stonewall Jackson (SSBB84) [commissioned 1964; decommissioned 1995], the

[submarine tender] USS Hunley (A8) [commissioned 1962; decommissione8419

and the [submarine tender] USS Dixon 88 [commissioned 1971; decommissioned

1995]. H. L. Hunley built the Confederate submarine that sank with himon board before it

engaged in combat. A subsequent Confederate submarine was built and named for him
Commanded by George Dizxon, the CSS Hunley carri
attackwhen it struck the [sloag-war] USS Housatonic in February1864.

MGeoff Ziezulewicz, mé NHogoOffigcCahfeSkipt NNaWyTmesry Unlikel.;
August 16, 2017.

112 ysNavyCNO, tweet of June 9, 2020, accessed June 10, 202@psi/twitter.comlSNavyCNOstatus/

1270451752459010049 Se e al s o PredsuréncreBsesrog @Goash GuardBan ConfederatElag Rew

London DayJuly 2 (updated July 3), 2020.
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Currently in the fleet is the [Ticonderoga (@@ class Aegis cruiser] USS
Chancellorsvile(C&%2 [ commissioned 1989], named for
Uu. S. Ar my . Chancellorsville also was t he
Jackson was mortally wounded by friendly fire.

The purpose of erecting monuments and naming U.S. ships afieederates-enemes

of the United Statesseems to be to recognize their perceived status as noble warriors
ratherthan torememberthe cause for which they waged war: the dissolution of the United
States to preserve the énpThiswvewofhistoniisnnett i t u't
shared by milions of Americans who see the monuments to Confederates as glorifying,
even justifying the “lost cause” and the

Other ships have been named for enemies [of the United States], probedsdthey
were considered “noble warriors
(SSBN628) [commissioned 1964; decommissioned 1992jnd [the harbor tug] USS
Osceola (YTB129) [commissioned 1938; sold for scrapping 1978Jere named after
American Indian leaders who fought wars against the United States.

”

ion” o

enslav

t oo. [ The ball

Sealif

oned

ommi s S

decom

In addition to thoet Ipchri p{ NSyt oondMdlabevy,

(USNSh)i ps named for,aGonfledendtiedabhudacsobser ve:
e the delbStSr oByue€rtDDGdn (comm3 62 odedommis s i
1991) ;

e the delbStSreamyneesDG8) (commissioned 1962; decomm
1991) ;

e the delStbad t(emeDG9) (commissioned 1963; decomm
1991) ;

e the debSBadtedDL4) (commissioned 1964; decomm
1992);

e the fUSBgotWd &G (commissioned 1966; dec

e t he fUSIBd athear d( EESQPa g mmi s sioned 1967;
1988) ;

e the oceanograpPBENE KHYRA®D)c h enliiep ed service 16¢
placed out of service 1994); and

113 There were also earlier Navy ships named Tecumseh, incl¥ing73, a harbor tug placed into service in 1943,
renamed Olathe in 1962, and removed from service in 1975; a tug originally fdwart Luckenbachbhat was
completedin 1896, acquired by the Navy, renamed Tecumseh, and placed into service in 18%3, sera €ld for

various periods, going repeatedly into and out of commission, from 1899 into the 1940s; and a Union Navy monitor
that was commissioned in 1864 and sunk in battle later that year against Confederate forces.

Primary sourceDictionary of Amerian Naval Fighting Shipsaccessed October 27, 2017, at
https://mmww.history.navy.mitesearcHiistoriesship-historiesflanfs.html

14 There were also earlier Naviiips named Osceola, including A47, an armed tug commissioned in 1898,
recommissioned in 1911, and struck from the Navy in 1922; a monitor originally named Neosho that servedin the
Union Navy from 1863 to 1865, was renamed Vixen in 1869, was again ren@sceola laterin 1869, and sold in
1873;anda gunboat in the Union Navy that was commissionedin 1864 and decommissioned in 1865.

Primary sourceDictionary of American Naval Fighting Shipsccessed October 27, 2047,
https:/mmw.history.navy.mitesearcHiistoriesship-historiesflanfs.html

WEar 1 1. CoéhiedegateMonumefits At SE42.S. Naval Institutdlog, June 15 2017. See also Geoff
Ziezulewicz, “Meet the NavyghipsNamed inHonor of the ConfederacyNavy TimesAugust 15, 2017.
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e t hacb oment isounrevde y UBNSs MalhAS ) (enitea ed ser v

2016; curreWtly in service).

Shi ps Named Several Years Before They Were P
In recent years, ibphe Navyaanoantewd aemes for sh
ships were procured. Although announcing a name
prohibited, doing so could deprive a future Sec
Adminigtodtide opportunity to select a name for
an opportunity to express 1ts sense regarding p
assigning a mname to a ship thaa svensauouadhythatn
be viewed as potentially embarrassing o the Na
Congress staites the following

At the appropriate time-normally sometime after the ship has been either authorized or
appropriated bfongress and before its keellaying or christenitite Secretary records
his decisionwith a formal naming announceniéht.

At the end of the above passage,potritertchaits sat aftocos
following

Althoughthere is nbard and fast rule, Secretaries mostoften name a ship after Congress
has appropriated funds for its construction or approved its future construction in some
way—such as authorization of either block buys or rrygtar procurements of a specific
number oEhips. There are special cases, however, when Secretaries use their discretion to
name ships before formal Congressional approval, such as when Secretary John Lehman
announced the namesake for a new class of Aegis guided missile destroyers would be
Admiral Arleigh Burke, several years before the ship was either authorized or
appropriated:®

connectioaof owimaestsedhge qiummedi ately above, 1t ©c:
p of5thel DG of destroyer sNovasmheamed, f b9 8 Ar 1
out two years before the™ship was authorized

o5 B

ecent e Namphliepss nowflme s ¢ we r emoarnen ot uhnecaerds wbe f ore t he
were procured i'fclude the following

e The de s=tXPZPOWLGO0O0Y .J R210y0P0K e si dent Bill Clintor
announcedl@h@t OBD&GE lead ship in a new class
namé@dmwiadn thonor of Adnlirr.atlh eE1Ghoi eZAu nowa INta v a 1
Operatib930freoml 974, who had dihed tame] adfuary

118 spurce: Emails to CRS from Steven Wills, Center for Naval Analysis, June 11 and June 22, 2020.

117 pepartment of the Navyh Report on Policies and Practices of the INGvy for Naming the Vessels ofthe Navy
undated but transmittedto Congresswith cover letters dated July 13,2012, p. 3.

118 pepartment of the Navyh Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels ofthe Navy
undated butransmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13,2012, p. 3.

119 Congress authorized the ship in the FY1985 dlaal Defense Authorization AcH(R. 5167P.L.985250f October

19, 1984, andfully funded the ship iH.J.Res. 648 .L. 984730f October 12, 1984, a joint resolution making
continuing appropriations fdfY1985, and for other purposes.

1201 response to a request from CRS for examples in recent years of ships that were namedivance of when
they were authorized, the Navy on December 7, 2012, sent an email citing the case of the dastmopd(DDG-
1000) and two other ships (the destrofdeigh BurkgDDG-51] and the amphibious shipan AntonidLPD-171])
whose namingead times were substantially less than that o walt
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tdh nammnguncement, Congress propevadidering
FY2001 budget, -luOn0d0e rwawsh iscchh eRIG ed for aut hor
FY2005, a budget that Congress would conside
four yearsin the future.

e The aicracrrra®WmH (SQUMWSVIHASs. noted earlier, on Decem
2012, the Navy -8finotheetdhi hdt-G&€Y¥NId R. Ford
class aircraft Eateipnisebel dime wmdme de
announcem&h twa sCVNcphreodcuu ealmd&E @ 018, t he budget
for whiclWa€ongrieno 2Liwdhiecirc hmowmae tham four
years 1in'?2?¢ G@¥NOf uwausr ein fact procured in FY201

e The ballistic SQRGXPELBNYAIPmMacti acdn ear lier,
July 28, r2e0plo6r,theed ftwhaastt tOhi o replacement ball
submaSSBN2)6( wi ll Choel unimbmieddo nor of the District
ColumbThis s hidp fiosr spcrhoecduurle ment in FY2021, tth
which Congress is timlgadvwhisdbomuti of o2ulr2 Gy,e awlsi ¢ h
in the future.

e Thrédehn Lewl@85) TAD#&As snoitordadli &8, 2016, 1t
was rTeportewo tinhadme tthhee Nsaevecydmdh nt hbreovuiggch s i xt h

( TADOS) <cl(ais.se .o,i | EAQ@s 206 vtehyr dMidlk , 2 E@y 1 f or Ha
Warren, Robert F. Kennedy, Lucy¥ nStone, and S
20 1tbeg § esvieiwprse s cheduled for procurement in FY
FYy2020, FY2021, and FY2022, reshastively, t h
considwirleld co®2msli7d e r2 0iln8 , 201 9pe@OR2Wel mnd 2021
Thuuss,ing the procurement dahesnéagtmatfowere sch
TAQ O&Robert B. wKaesn naendnyounced a bwaust ttohr ee year

beprocured, t h2e) nwa@ne )Ftommsel AOnounced about f ot
yeairts whaes ptrooc ur ed, a n2dl @ohjeo unrammeerw dTor ru t ThA O

announced aboutwa@aitve beapsobuefede A$ discuss
report o2n0 5 hcel aTsAO pr ogr a ne, TtAWDdeS fcilrassts sairxe s hi
being pr oaburoecdk uwmdyercontract that Congress a
action on the F Y2Thlet pdreofceunrseemebnutd goeft .e ach s hi
contrreancati ns subject to the avaoisl&bility of aj

121 The FY2006 budget submission subsequently deferred the scheduled procurementb3@IG FY2007. DDG
1000 andthe second ship in the class, BIDB1, were procured in FY2007 using split durg (i.e., tweyear
incremental funding) in FY2007 and FY2008.

122The July 2012 Navy report to Congress states that

[Then]Secretary [of the Navy Ray] Mabus values the ability to consider [aircraft] carrier names on

an individual, casdsy &ase basis, fomo reasons. First, it will allow a future Secretary to name a

future fleet aircraft carrier for someone or something other than a former President. Indeef, [then

Secretary Mabus has a particular name in mind. With the scheduled decommissioning of USS

Enterprise (CVN 65), perhaps the most famous ship name in US Navy history besides USS

Constitution will be removed from the Naval Vessel Register. [Fl8atretary Mabus believes

this circumstance could be remedi endfuturecabrierst owing t he En

(Department of the Navy Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the
Vessels ofthe Nayyndated but transmittedto Congresswith cover letters dated July 13,2012,
p.37.)
123 The contract was authorized Bgctin 127 of the FY2016 National Defense Authorization A&t356P.L. 114
92of November 25, 2015).

124g5ection 127 0P.L.11492s t at es t hat “Any contract entered into under s
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Ch a
The

The ballistic WhVYSERQUYISSBEN Mpbmapoiwvd carli

er, on

Oct ober t2h8 w c2r0e2tla,ry of t he Navy Kenneth B
sec@QabHumbia&8209SEBN ass ballistei cnamiesds i 1e s
Wi sconhSBM¥Mi§ scheduled for24rDBDlwg.,e mehe

for 88BNwas announced about three years

nges to Names of Navy Ships

names of Navy s hips alrde s2dmidet, i nperse scsh

TheNavygaerally refrains from renaming its
and social mores certainly play a part in choosing the names of new ships, and it is not
unusualfora ship to be renamed one or more times prior to entering service, it it wo
be quite unusual for ships to be renamed in service due to changing sensitivities.

Renamings usually take place because of an imperative to quickly honor a person or event.
They can also accompany a change in function such as converting a shigfieeat dif
purpose or because a naming scheme for a certain class of ships might change. Other
changes might be for stylistic or administrative reasons andin those cases the core names
are retained even if the rendering changes. Prior to construction namesftiea been
swapped among ships of a class for a variety of reasons, including the symbolism of
building a particularlynamed ship in a particular state or city.

Ships acquired from private or other sources have also frequently been renamed, especialy
ships transferred fromthe US Army or US CoastGuard to naval service. Hundreds of ships
transferred from other government agencies such as the Maritime Commission or the
Maritime Administration have been renamed upon being acquired for US Navy $érvice.

Pbls cRole in Naming Ships

Members of the public are sometimes 1inte

or
for
s uc

r ai
ubm
namd& Y2
bef

amegeod .t
s hips o

rested

cieneWj®8foNavy ships (particularly those on

battles iim wkiehitvhsyparttikepated, o

r for p

1

h an interest s ®MAHDt iome LCongmnieasst steekiNgvy,uppo

proposals. An October 2008 newswrictpiomrg ,c afnopra iegkm

NewWamps hire elementary school student

that any obligation of the United States to make anpatyt under the contract is subject to the availability of

S

that beg

appropriations for that purpose, and that total liability to the Government for termination of any contract enteredinto

shall be limited to the total amount of funding obligated at the time ofitetma t i on . ”

%Christopher P. Cavas, DéfdhseR Aaeroispage REppItNe 44; 2020S Regapding the

names of certain Civil Waera ironclad monitors, one blog post states
[Then]Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles directed that newvessilg built should illustrate

the pride of the American nation by having distinctly American names. As a result, many of the
monitors received names of American rivers, lakes, mountains, cities or Indian tribes. T his practice

created a list of names thiatsome cases proved nearly unpronounceable. The practice

nevertheless remainedin place until 1869, when the new Secretary of the Navy, Adolph A. Borie,

ordered the wholesale renaming of ships, often adopting newnames based on classical Greek

figures orgods. This practice has somewhat complicated for many the tracing of these Civil War

era ships.

(“Later Ironclads,” USS Monitor Center at
16, 2020, ahttps://mmw.monitorcenter.orlgterironclads/)

The
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Navsy decision in Augu-s1a2004 utbaam aldhh ea fJVuetryg itnhica s
2012 Navy 1 epporatt etso tcthoen gfroelsl ® wi ng

In addition taeceiving input and recommendations fromthe Presidentand Congress, every
Secretary ofthe Navy receives numerous requests fromservice members, citizens, interest
groups, or individual members of Congress who want to name a ship in honor of a
particularhometown, or State, or place, or hero, or famous ship. This means the

113 ER]

nomination process is often fiercely conteste
“their” ship name is the mo¥t fitting choice for

Me mber s of tlhseo peuxbplriecs snatyhair oppositTha to an e
July 2012 Navy report to Congress-namiag and dis
decisions that were criticizle@®0>Dy( mameed ofbesre rPvreer:
Lyndomnson), the LC8St0orr(ala mM&odmbfaotr Sfhoirpmer Repr e s
Gi f f) arhds a mp h L® Robu s( nsahmepd f or 1 at e Retphreesent at i v«

auxiliBAKE3s h(inpa med f oranMe dghaer alikxK&H4 h p me d hfi pr
Cesar CHavez).

CongrsesRsol e in Naming Ships

Overvi€Eommgrfessional InflNemiago®DeNavyofibhip

Congress has long maintained 'anhlaisndd ecern ciendd how
may have piennfdliunegn ciNadvye dmatmbng of cerwtaimos hips,
limited to the following

e One sourcétfhetaaescthit carriers] CVN 72 and

prior to their start [of construction], in p
pressure one madamt hose ships for Admiral H. G.
[attack submarine] SSN "09 was named for the

e Thewas a friendly rivalry of sorts in Congre

naming the aif/érddHr Pacsndenb¥Neuwmhao
supported naming it for President Reagan; th
decision announced by President Clinton in F
(CV¥VN5) for Truman-76ndfoerd3RbagaaCVN

126 pean Lohmeyer:Students Who Helped Name the Nasfewest Sub Tour StassNamesak&,Navy News
Service October 25, 2008.

127 pepartment of the NavyA Report on Policies and Practices of tHeS. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmittedto Congress with cover letters dated July 13,2012;1%. 12

128 pepartment of the Navyy Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undatedbut transmittedto Congress with cover lettersdated July 13,2012, p. 15.

129 For example, the 1819 and 1858 laws citefbiotnotel set forth naming rules for certain kinds of ships. Today, 10
U.SC. 88662Db) still requires that battleships (which the United States has not built since World War Il) be named after
states.

130 The Naval Institute Guide to the Ships and Aircraft ofthe U.S. Figetit., p. 113. See also p. 70 and p. 86.

1381 patrick PextonClinton Compromise: Carriers TrumamdReagar; Navy TimesFebruary 13, 1995:19. See also
“Navy Announces Aircraft Gaier To Be Named For President TrumaAssociated Pres$ebruary 2, 1995. CWN5
had been preliminarily named the United States.
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e One press 71 etpotrite sduegcgiessilicdén ftham mPame i@WM t
George H. W. Bush may have been®™®™¥ nfluenced b

e Section 1012 of the FY2007 John Warner Natio
(H. R. /PS1IL2-3 doDf9 Oct ober 17, 2006), expressed th
t hat t he air-7c8& asfhto ucladr rbiece rm aGmiveNd f.or President
Th&Navy announced on J amh& awoguallndeGde 2a0h0d7, t hat C
R. Ford

e I n th@ongrHe Re s , ifn0boduced ondtdhmdy 1, 2010,
sense of the House of Representatives that t
name the mnext appropriate nalvhael ship in hono
measure was mnot acted on after being referre

Committee. Onl FebtrmarNavy ,addddynaead t hat DDG
Arleigh Bitkec DDG dest rdooyherr }Fiwopmld be named

e Section 1012 of the FY2012 HNaRt i/BLnil4l0 De f ens e
11-8 bf December 3 1t,he& Oslelns e xpfr eCGosnegdr ess t hat
of the Navy 1s encour amgweal twe maal afthteemeRaf a
Per.Oht Eebruary 15, 2012, 41 Hé&n Ndvlye iagnhn ounc e d
Bur b®O&(jclass destroyRaf aed #HiPériad t ma me d

¢ On June 19, 2019, Senators Baoaddndto.ung and Mi
79,3 an amendment t o tshee AuY2h002r08 zMNaajt7i9on aAc tDe(f e 1
expressing the sense of the Congress that th
51 cdleasstsr oyer for the 1at®®OfioNmeemBemat,r Ri.
2019, at which poSi.nAmdntw.a f7urXt herdad tdaton on
CongreshegNayy annowonaddDPBP&me |l ass destroyer
for Buagar.

The July 2012 Navy report to Congress states th

every Secretary ofthe Navy, regardless of point of view [on howto name ships], is subject
to a variety of outside influences when considering the besés#o choose. The first
among these comes fromthe President of the United States, under whose direction any
Secretary works..

132 The article, which reported on the stépfficial naming ceremontates the following:[Senator] Warner recalled
thathe first suggested naming a carrier in the senior Buklonor last year [i.e., in 2001], during a ceremony in
Newport News to christen the [previous] carrier Ronald Redd®ale Eisman‘'Navy Names New Aircraft Carrier
For Elder Bush, Norfolk Virginian-Pilot, December 10, 2002.)

133DOD News Release NA.09-12, “ Na v yFiveNewnShips February 15, 2012

134DOD News Release N0. 1002, “ Navy Na me s FeBriuayd5,20d2v Ships, ”

¥Congress.gov states that the amendment was introduced by ¢
Office Of fice of Senator Todd Young, “Young Announces Navy Ship

Naming Ceremony Nov. 18 in Indianapgli§ No v ¢ mb ¢ states that the2athdnément was introduced by
Senators Young and Braun.

136 source: email from Navy Office of Legislative Affairs to CRS, November 14, 2019. See also Office of Senator

Todd Y ¥oung@Announces Navy Ship to be Namedonor of Richard G. Lugar; Naming Ceremony Nov. 18

in Indianapolis ” November 13, 2019, a bttps/mswydungbenate.gom@wsroompréss 2 019, at
releasesfoungannouncesavy-ship-to-be-namedin-honorof-richardg-lugarnamingceremonynow18-in-

indianapolis
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Secretaries of the Navy must also consider the input of Congri@s®n the vital role
Congress plays in maintaining thewaMarine Corps Team, any Secretary is sure to
respect and consider its input when considering ships names.

Sometimes, the Secretary must also balance or contend with differences of opinion between
the President and Congress.

The Navy suggesitomatlthotf fcoergrewishing to express
Navy ship for a specific person, place, or thin
make their support known. Congress mhaeyl oaw)ls.o pas

Congressional Responses -NomAngobDaciedi Nmswy St
$REOxOI UwOi w+1 1 PUOEUDOO

Congress can pass Ineagmisnlga tdieocni srieogna rtdhiantg haa ss hbiepe 1
Navy. Such legis]lafsi ovni eowsn r¥agysy csnsm gQidnidcgerde sdse ¢ 1 s i

and if Congress so desires, can also suggest or
artechexkamples of such legislation:

e S. Resof BBe3?Xdbgress is an ethampdppedra measur e
refdegport for an -mamiomg@ ccdeaec iINsaivoyn .s hTilpi s me a s
introduced in the SenaztomsomndeNoewe mimadr algd,e e2i0 t
without amendment wmd meashtelm¢ psraeamenbd ey, by
summarizes t heHenristWotolddWiyl Iciaarmkse r o f
comme mof he c hr ES8Be¢ neixnpge doift i onary sea base s hi
for Wisel¢licagmss 1 @t i v2eQ0Activity 1in

s ofll@i@ongresxamplanof a measure reflect

an annoumangidnd Ne vyiehipThis measure, intr

ary 20, 2010, and passed by the House on
hi
a

°
T
= =
o
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Navy on its decision to name a naval

]
n. RefsheB3Rgraeas sexample of a measure that
t disagreement -nwaintihn ga nd eacninsoiuonnc. ¢ dI hNasv y
e expressed the sense-68f8)Cacnlgarsess s t hat
obphbs ( S8NDS5) should be renamed, and
Il naval ves€C€olponbaoChHO $-hAngalde be nam
tack submarines7 Owe rhea dn abmeeedn fnoarmecdi tfioe
hH.iGotni., RweBX. j3nlt2r oduced on April 21, 1
red to the Seapower and Strategic and C
House Armed Ser28ced9I9f€2dmmOnt MeyohOAprd OI8 2
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137 Department of the Navyy Report on Policies and Practis of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the, Navy
undated but transmittedto Congress with cover letters dated July 13,2012;%p. 11

138 An April 24, 1982, press report states the following:

House Speaker Thomas P. @’ Neoi lclhainsgea stkhien gn at nhee oWh itthee HVWau
new nuclear submarine from the USS Corpus Christi to another title less offensive to Christian

groups.

O’ Ne i-Md s s .D, suggested that the submarine be renamed t he

In a telephone call he iiated Thursday to Michael K. Deaver, deputy chief of staff and assistant to
President [Ronald] Reagan, O’ Neill said he found the na
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422w/ OUUOH GBAwW o+ / #

On Apr il 1-8¢c206ti3rytdfnt he NaviPRdIySaMabus annou
Ant onid7()0LBDass awmphlidibfuosmn askha pt®lLP AAd1, s bOtRa

the third Navy ship to,beacrifiiBygnam&hBdr fband.

Portlanwas MEommits sioned into service in Februar
and maintained iiln srtasuecrkv ef rsotma tt thsl hdém ts e cloinsdt, iamm M
amphibi@®8D Y)s hwegs nbaonPebdr tfloarnd, ME,. alhtd Wogs tland,

commissioned into service 1in October 1970, deco
t he Navali sMeesrs eiln RMagr ch 200 4.

nuclearpowered warship.

According to an O’ Neil |l uldtakdtheissub epawithethhe president.i ed t hat he wo

The USS Corpus Christi was named for the city in Texas. Corpus Christi is Latin for body of
Christ.

The Ad Hoc Corpus Christi Campaign, a group consisting of various Catholic and Protestant
laymen and clergy, opped calling the submarine by its present designation.

O’ Neill is a Roman Cat holic.

Navy Secretary John F. Lehman, Jr., a Catholic, has defended the name USS Corpus Christi, saying
the submarine was not named for religious purposesbut forthe Texas city.

Other ships in the Navy’s history have carried the name
several of its other attack submarines after cities, for example the USS Los Angeles.

(Associated Press, “0O’”Neill ClaimSubEWenepus Christi’ Ina
Register GuardApril 24,1982, accessed August 18, 2016 taps://news.google.com/
newspaperst=I7RQAAAAIBAJ& sjid=MulDAAAAIBAJ& pg=5979%2C5358113

A December 30, 1982, pressreport states the following:

The vessel was the subject of an intense controversy last springwhen Roman Catholic and other
religious leaders and peace activists objected to the original name Corpus @hidtijn Latin
means “Body of Christ.?”

President Reagan ordered the name changed [to City of Corpus Christi] over the objections of Navy
Secretary John Lehman.

(“Sub City of Corpus Ch r NewtLandan DayBeembeo 30,1982,s i oned Jan. 8,
accessed August 18, 2016, attps://news.google.coméwspapers@&=RQQhAAAAIBAJ& sjid=
a3UFAAAAIBAJ& dg=city-of-compuschristi%20submarine@g=6072%2C6185609

Anot her apparent recent case of a ship’s name being amended
name concernsthe Expeditionary Fast Trangpitytof BismarcKEPF9 ) . DOD’ s June 6, 2013, news
release about the naming of this ship (then referredto as a Joint High Speed Vessel, or JHSV) and four other

ships states:

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus announcedtoday the next three joint high speed vessels (JHSV)

will be named USNS Yuma, USNS Bismarakd USNS Burlington, and two littoral combat ships

(LCS) will be named USS Billings and USS Tulsa.. USNS B
vessel to be named in honor of North Dakota’s capital c

(Depart ment of D&dvygNames MulgglesShipsr™e 1Jwmse , 6, 2013, copy acces
November 20, 2020, &ttps://web.archive.orgeb2013092422105http:/www.defense.gov/
releasesklease.aspxeleaseidt6077)

By the time of the ship’s christenin@tyofn May 2017, the
Bismarck ( See Depart ment dNivyt Ehristan ExpediiensryFaste | e as e,

Transport City of Bismarck ”  Mla 3017, accessed November 20, 2020, at
https://mmw.defense.goewsroomReleasefeleasehrticle/1179499havy-to-christen
expeditionaryfast-transportcity-of-bismarck/)

139DOD Release No: 23713, Setretary of the Navy NamesMultipleShipd Apr il 12, 2013. The relea
“Mabusnme d t he future USS Portland (LPD 27)”in honor of Orego:

Congressional Research Senice 34



Navy Ship Names: Background for Congress

An Apr il 18, 2013, pres s tractlédda Sch aSeoamt SesafSas ak
Collins and Angus King today sent a letter to R
the USS[Re2DE]l andew Sdsas@Ampbnboous transport doc
the city of Portland, Oregon, also be named in
history and tradition of U.S. Na¥8l ns hriehpsl yhes t ow
Navy scmttApetide2#4,d 2Cbd3]inot Bsethatthherd gf oilnl o wi n g
part :

Inaddition to [the ballistic missile submarine] USS MAINE (SSBN 743), Secretary [of the
Navy Ray] Mabus recently honored the state of Marine through his namiftgeof

Mpress r el cSanatersGoliins, KinglReglest“Ship Be Named After Portland, ME Apr i1 18, 2013,
accessed on December 11, 201 htaps://mww.king.senate.gowéwsroompressreleasesenatorscollins-king-
requestship-be-namedafter-portlandme. The pressrelease presentsthetful x t of t he Semat ors’ lett er
Secretary Mabus, which is as follows:

Dear Secretary Mabus:

On April 12,2013, youannouncedthat LPD 27, a new San Antolags amphibious transport
dock ship, will be named the USS Portland after the city of Ruatti@regon.

We were surprised that the pressrelease did not state that the ship was also named in honor of the
city of Portland, Maine. We write to ask that you clarify that the ship will also be named in honor

of Portland, Maine, consistent with the phistory and tradition of U.S. Navy ships bestowed with

the name USS Portland.

The Department of the Navy pressrelease stated LPD 27 will be the third ship to bear the name
USS Portland. The pressrelease failed to mention that both of the previobgiswsre named,

in whole orin part, to honor the city of Portland, Maine. The first USS PortlanéB®Avas the

lead ship of a new class of heavy cruisers. Launched in 1932, it was named after the city of
Portland, Maine, and saw battle during World Wat the 1942 Battle of the Coral Sea, the Battle

of Midway, and the Battle of Guadalcanal. After accruing 16 battle stars, she was decommissioned
in 1946.

The secondUSS Portland (LSEY) was commissionedin 1970 and served until 2004. T he ship
was alsonamed after the city of Portland, Maine, but it was also named after the city of Portland,

s

Oregon. The ship’s insignia incorporates the seals of Db

The third USS Portland should continue this tradition. We understand that amphibious transport
dock ships are named for major American cities, and we can assure you that Portland, Maine isthe
largest city in Maine and the metro areaishometotoriei rd of Maine’s entire populati

Portland also has arich naval history. South Portland is wheng kiberty cargo ships were built
that sustained the war effort during World War Il, and 4,700 skilled shipyard workers repair Los
Angelesclass and Virginieclass nuclear powered submarines one hour to the south of Portland at
the Portsmouth Naval ShipyarP ortland also has the largest port in Maine, and it is home to men
and women whose livelihoodrelies upon the ocean and its resources, as demonstrated by the
historic and bustling working waterfront.

We are confident that the impressive capabilitielsPb 27 and her crew can honor Portland,

Maine, without in any way reducing the simultaneous honor affordedto Portland, Oregon. In fact,

part of the rich history of Portland, Oregon, is that it was named after the city in Maine. In 1845,

t wo o f founders,cAsatLgveéjay of Boston, and Francis Pettygrove of Portland, Maine, each

wanted to name the new city after his original home town. After Pettygrove won a coin toss two out

of three times, the city was named after Portland, Maine. Youcanviewthe r t 1 and Penny” 1in
person at the Oregon Historical Society in downtown Portland, Oregon.

We request that you clarify that the USS Portland will be namedin honor of Portland, Maine, as
well as Portland, Oregon. Given the history of both cities and téndqurs ships given the proud

name of USS Portland, we are confident that you will agree that doing so will greatly contribute to
the rich and storied history the USS Portlandwill carry with her as she and her crew defend our
nation.

Forapressreport,se Associated Press, “Navy Asked BbstonGlobgApSin ub Of Por
20, 2013.
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expeditionary fast transport shiIgpNS MILLINOCKET (JHSV 3) [now called-EPF 3]

which was christened last weekend and will proudly represent our Nation as part of the
fleet for decades to come. The Secretary of the Navy has tremendous appfecifgon
state of Maine, its citizens and the incredible support provided by them to our Navy and
our Nation. However, Oregonis the only state in our Nation that does not currently have a
shipin the fleet named for the state, its cities or communities. Sgdvithus named LPD

27 after Portland, Oregon, to correct that oversight and acknowledge the support and
contributions made by the men and women of Portland and Otégon.

As noted elsewhere in tthhe Naevwyo tahnantoounmdOmwdg © be r 1
the Vetgsniattack 9s3ubfmar iOree gSoSnN

AMay 21, 2016, Navy’sbhleoigs tpeconsi inig® Boffuattwetlhle bseh itph e t

Navy ship named Portland, honeorinmng g¥dthlh ttit ¢y . Or e
statement is not cedhaet2LPBDs ndme NasvQ@R®Eloy ffiam P
A July 5, Ne2wBleT ,v ieNpaovrghctoer rtelcc® 27 is named for tl
PortOmnagon, and follows the3 Woanddt Wer amphhbaovys
LSD 37 as the third U.S. "N4wyD Whepmmbds beamed he
imo service on.December 14, 2017

Legisl aFubilNaefyhiNa mi Pgcisions

Ta blsehowasenacted gaionvg sbiaocil otnog rtelges fldiGag e s hip
naming deAlilsiofstehkecseep tmetahseuwkersemammaateodt yspedvisi
t haxpssed the sen(Eaer odf tthlee COhguateSmoMarvdyy us e)
ship should be named.

141 etters dated April 24, 2013, from Pamela S. Kunze, Captain, U.S. Navy, Special Assistant for Public Affairs to the
Secretary of the Navy, responding behalf of the Secretary of the Navy, to Senators Collins and King, provided to
CRS by Navy Office of Legislative Affairs, December 13, 2013.

142«Fyture USS Portland (LPD 27) Christenetlavy Live May 21, 2016.
1433purce: CRS email exchange with Navy igéfof Legislative Affairs, December 13, 2017.
144«yss Portland (LPD 27) Successfully Completes Bullddirials, Navy News Servigduly 5, 2017.
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Table 2. Recent Enacted Legislative Provisions

Fiscal

Year  Public Law Bill Section Ship Name(s)

2019 P.L. 11692 S. 1790 1749 Any ship (or other DOD asset) Prohibition onnew names
referring to Confederacy

2013 P.L. 1136 H.R. 933 8119 of Division C the nextavailable capital warship TedStevens

2012 P.L. 11281 H.R. 1540 1012 the next available naval vessel Rafael Peralta

2011 P.L. 113383 H.R.6523 1022 a combat vessel Father Vincent Capodanno

2007 P.L.109364 H.R.5122 1012 CVN-78 Gerald R. Ford

2001 P.L.106398 H.R. 4205 1012 CVN-77 Lexington

1999 P.L.105261 H.R. 3616 1014 an LPD17 class ship Clifton B. Cates

1996 P.L. 104106 S. 1124 1018 LHD-7 Iwo Jima

1996 P.L.104106 S.1124 1018 LPD17 class amphibious ships Marine Corps battles or
members of Marine Corps

1996 P.L.D4-106 S.1124 1019 an appropriate ship Joseph Vittori

1991 P.L. 103510 H.R. 4739 1426 the next DDG-51 Samuel S. Stratton

1989 P.L. 100456 H.R. 4481 1221 the next SSBN Melvin Price

1989 P.L. 100456 H.R. 4481 1222 an appropriate ship Bob Hope

1988 P.L.100202 H.J.Res. 395 8138 CVN-74 or CVN-75 John C. Stennis

Source: Prepared by CRS. All of these provisions expressed the sense of the Corfgrefshe Senate or

House) about how a Navghip should be named.
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Table 3. Examples of Proposed Bills and Amendments

[Congress] and Bill

Ship

Proposed name(s)

[116t] H.Con.Res. 12(5.Con.Res. 41

]
[116t] S.Amdt. 7930 S. 1790
[116t] S.Amdt. 7640 S. 1790
[115t] S.Con.Res. 10

[113] H.Res. 637

[112th] H.Con.Res. 48

[112t0] H.R. 1945

[111t] H.Res. 1505

[111t] H.Res. 330

[111th] H.Con.Res. 83

[109tM] S.2766

[107th] H.Con.Res. 294

[106t] S.Con.Res. 84

[105t] S.Amdt. 28120 S. 2057
[104h] H.J Res. 61

[104t] H.R. 445

[104th] S.Con.Res. 62

[104t] S.J.Res. 17

[104th] S.Amdt. 22770 S. 1026
[104th] S.Amdt. 22770 S. 1026
[104t] S.Amdt. 435@0 S. 1745
[103¢] HR. 5283

[102d) H.Con.Res. 354
[102"] H.R. 6115

[100th] H.Amdt. 614to H.R. 4264
[1LO0t] S.Amdt. 13540 H.J.Res. 395
[98th] H.Res. 99

[97t] H.Con.Res. 312

[97t] H.Res. 174

[97th] H.R. 4977

[9319] H.Con.Res. 386

[93rd] H.Con.Res. 387

[93] H.J.Res. 831

Next Virginiaclass submarine

Next DDG-51 class ship
next availabl@ppropriate navalvesse
next nuclear powered submarine
an appropriate Navy ship

a Littoral Combat Ship
next available naval vessel
next appropriate naval ship
an appropriate ship
CVN-79 or CVN-80
CVN-78

a new naval vessel
CVN-77

LPD17 class ship

CVN-76

CVN-76

SSN774

CVN-76

LHD-7

LPD-17 class ships

a SSN774 class submarine
an appropriate ship

a guided missile cruiser
CVN-76

next SSBN726 class domarine
CVN-74 or CVYN-75

an aircraft carrier

a nonlethal naval vesel

an aircraft carrier

CVN-72

CVN-70

CVN-70

CVN-70

Wisconsin

Richard G. Lugar
Shannon Kent
Los Alamos
Clifton B. Cates
Ypsilanti

Rafael Peralta
John William Finn
Clifton B. Cates
Barry M. Goldwater
Gerald R. Ford
Bluejacket
Lexington

Clifton B. Cates
Ronald Reagan
Harry Truman
South Dakota
Ronald Reagan
Iwo Jima

famous Marine Corps battles or heroe:
South Dakota
Joseph Vittori
Pearl Harbor
Harry S Truman
Melvin Price
John C. Stennis
Wasp

Corpus Chrigti
Wasp

Hyman G. Rickover
Carl Vinson

Carl Vinson

Carl Vigon

Source: Prepared by CRS.

a. H.Con.Res. 312xpressed the sense of Congress thatthe Los Angeles (&8 class attack submarine
Corpus ChrigESN705) should be renamed, and that a nonlethal naval vessel should instead be named
Corpus ChrisfiLos Angeleslass attack submarines were named for cities, and 3@\had been named for
Corpus Christi, TX.)H.Con.Res. 31%vas introduced on April 21, 1982, and was referred to the Seapower
and Strategic and Critical Materials subcommittee of the House Armed Services Committee on April 28,
1982.0n May 10, 1982, the Navy changed the name of B8\ City of Corpus Christi
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Llegislative2Activity in

FY2021 National Defehbs®R. A80MBG 4% at i on
11-58)3

Hous e

SectioomH.1RK.4 8963 9% s s ed Dblyu ltyh e2 dHoapebaRpth,a s i s added)

SEC. 1749. PROHIBITION OF PUBLIC DISPLAY OF CONFEDERATE BATTLE
FLAG ON DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE PROPERTY.

(a) PROHIBITION-—Except as providedin subsection (b) the Secretary of Defense shal
prohibit the public display of the Confederate battle flag at all Degant of (b)
EXCEPTIONS-—The prohibition under subsection (a) shallnot applyto

(1) a museumlocated on a Department of Defenseinstallation that addresses the Civil War
from a historical or educational perspective;

(2) an educational or historical displaepicting a Civii War battle in which the
Confederatebattle flag is present, but not the main focus of the display;

(3) a State flag that incorporates the Confederate battle flag;

(4) a Statassued license plate with a depiction of the Confederatie fflag; or
(5) agrave site of a Confederate soldier.

(c) DEFINITIONS—In this section:

(1) The term < “Confederate battle flag’’ means t
during the CivilWar.

(22The term ¢ ‘“Depart ment solfinsBlatforsmerkplacesr o per ty’ > me
common access areas, and public areas of the Department@éfense, including—

(A) office buildings, facilitiespaval vesselsaircraft, Government vehicles, hangagady
rooms, conference rooms, individual officegbicles, storage rooms, tooland equipment
rooms, workshops, break rooms, gallesegreational areas, commissaries, Navy and
Marine Corps exchanges, and heads;

(B) sensitive compartmented informatiarilities and other secure facilities;
(C) openbay larracks and common are#darracks and living quarters;

(D) all Department of Defense schbauses and training facilities including, officer
candidate schooal, the basic schooal, recruit training command, and recruiting offices;

(E) all areas ofthe Depanent of Defensi public or plain view, including outside areas,
work office buildings, stores, or barracks, including parking lots;

(F) the front yard or external porch @vernmertowned and Governmeioperated
housing and publiprivate venture hoirsg; and

(G) automobile bumper stickers, clothirrayd other apparel that is located on or in any
installation, workplace, commeaccess area, public area of the Department of Defense.

SectioonH.2B.2 963 P52 s s ed tbhye ttehxi tHHbafs ¢, presented bel
mention naval vessels, but it 1is incHuBegdthere
11-6 1l/December 2R.,R.2,0230H3% coom is discussed in the s
conferencld. Re rneIndtis eonfs i oim 21&%9 discussion of a »p
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37606 hat 1sininchleu deodn focHr. eRn c. & BRckrtsiiblonnR 2 &a& 9 Ppeafs s e d
by t hes tHootuesse:

SEC. 2829. RENAMING CERTAIN MILITARY INSTALLATIONSAND OTHER
DEFENSE PROPERTY.

(a) DEFINITIONS—In this section:

(1) Thet erm ¢ “advisory panel’’” means an advisory p
concerned tassist the Secretary concerned in the renaming process required by this

section.

(2) The term °°cov e rarydalgrepérty, including@mnybdiige rt y >’ me ans

structureor other improvement to real property theraamger the jurisdiction of the
Secretary concernéldat is named after any person who served in the political or military
leadership of any armed rebelliagainst the United States.

(3 Thete m < “covered mimedns amiifary installation briresernve o n > °
componenfacility thatis named after any person who seimethe political or military
leadership of any armedbellion against the United States.

(4) The teom T °‘eipde nititialfepost requised by dubsection (c) that
identifies covered military installations and covered defense property.

(5) The term °° mi lmeannggivenithatsetminkdction2B0d(@)d6f’ has t he
title 10, United StateCode.

(6) The term ° ‘ot her libiamglassroomparade groundiom ¢ 1 udes a ny
athletic field training range, roadway, or similar physical feature.

(7) The term ° °pr oc deguredbyspbsection’ (d)thahdescibes t he repor
the renaming process to be used by the Secretary concerned.

(8) The term ° °r e nfinahiepog requiecg by subsectionsfiethiatn s t h e

providesnew names for covered military installations andered defense property.

(9) The temmohéent¢estaubel mobyninlgagiven the term °°
sectionl8232 oftitle 10, United States Code, and cotl@se facilities for which title is

vestedin the Unite8tates or for which the Secretary of Defense contributed funds under

section 18233(a) of such title dwrmer section 2233 of such title.

(10) The term ° °Se dheS8ecretaryyof ammiitarycdeparnnedand me a n s
includesthe Secretary of Defense with respect to matemserning the Defense Agencies.

(b) RENAMING REQUIRED; DEADLINE—Not laterthan 1 year after the date of the
enactmentofthis Acthe Secretary concerned shall

(1) complete the renaming process requirethisysection; and

(2) commence the renaming of each covendithry installation and coveredefense
propertyidentified in the renaming report pursuanttodhb@&ance issued by the Secretary
concerned undatubsection (f).

(c) IDENTIFICATION REPORT; DEADLINE—NOot laterthan 60 days after the date of
the enactment of this Aceach Secretamgoncerned shall submit to the congressional
defense committees a report that identifies each covmailiggry installation and al
covered defense propenyder the jurisdiction of the Secretary concerned that the
Secretary concerned determines satigfiesdefinitionsgiven those terms in subsection

@)
(d) PROCESS REPORT; DEADLINE-
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(1) REPORT REQUIREDB--Not laterthan 9@ays after the date of the enactment of this

Act, each Secretary concerned shall submit to the congressional defense committees a
report describinghe process by which the Secretary concerned will rename each covered
military installation and coveredefense property identified in the renaming report
prepared bythe Secretary concerned.

(2) REPORT ELEMENTS--At minimum, theprocess repbshall contain the following
elements:

(A) A detailed description ofthe procesdimused by the Secretary concerned to develop

a list of potential names for renaming coveamgldary installations and covered defense
property.

(B) An explanation regding whether onot the Secretary concerned established, or will
establish, an advisory panel to support the review process and make recommendations to
the Secretary concerned. If the Secretary concemascestablished, or will establish, an
advisorypané the report shallinclude the names aoditions of the individuals who wil

serve orthe advisory panelthat represent:

(i) Military leadership from coveredilitary installations.
(i) Military leadership frommilitarnyinstallations containing covere@fenseroperty.

(i) State leaders and leaders of theality in which a covered military installation or
covered defense propertyis located.

(iv) Representatives from military museums, military historians, or relevant historians from
the impacted ites and locdties with relevant expertise.

(v) Community civil rights leaders.
(C) The criteria the Secretary concermdbuse to informthe renaming process.

(D) A description of the process for accepting and considering public comments from
memberfthe Armed Forces, veterans, aneimbers of the local community on potential
names for renaming covered military installations and covered defense property.

(E) A timeline for the renaming processnsistent with the deadline specified in subsection
(b).

(e) CONGRESSIONAL GUIDANCE ON RENAMING CRITERIA-

(1) PREFERENCES--As part of the renamingrocess established by the Secretary
concerned andescribed in the process report required by subsection (c), the Secretary

concerned shall givemeference forenaming covered military installations and covered
defense property after either

(A) a battlefield victory by the Arme#orces consistent with current Department of
Defense naming conventions; or

(B) adeceased member of the Arriexices (other than thieited exception described in
clause (iv)) who satisfies one of marithe following:

(i) Was arecipient ofthe Congressional Medal of Honor.

(i) Was recognized for heroism tombat or for other significant contributions to the
United States.

(i) Was a member of a minoriggroup who overcame prejudice and adversity to perform
distinguished military service.

(iv) Is a deceased woman who overcame prejudice and adversity to psfinguished
military service on behalf dhe United States, includirgwoman who
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Sen

performed such distinguished military service (whether temporary service, auxliary
service, or other qualifying military servickegfore 1948 when women were allowed to
officially join the Armed Forces.

(v) Has links to the community @tatevhere the military installation @overed propery
is located.

(vi) Served at the covered military tallation, in a unit ofthe Armed Forclkased at the
covered installation; or at timglitary installation containing the coverddfense property.

(2) OTHER CONSIDERATIONS-

(A) JUNIOR SERVICEMEMBERS—Junior members of the Armed Forces should be
favored in the reaming process over general offis or flag officers.

(B) BRANCH CONSIDERATION—A deceased member of the Armed Forces whose
name is selectkin the renaming process shohlave served in the same Armed Force as
the majority of the members of the Armed Forcetsitioned at the covered military
installation renamed in honor of the deceased membewdriel the renamed covered
defense properig located.

(C) CONFLICT CONSIDERATION—The names selected in the renaming process
shouldrecognize and reflect significant battles or contingency operations since 1917 or the
contributions of members of the Armed Forces vgleoved in wars and contingency
operations sinc&917.

(D) PERSONAL CONDUCT—A deceasethemberofthe Armed Forces whosenane is
selected in the renaming process should be a person whose personal conduct reflects the
currentvalues ofthe Armed Forces andits members.

() RENAMING REPORT DEADLINE.—

(1) REPORT REQUIREDB-Upon completing theenaming process identified in the
process reporhut not later than 30 days before the deadline specified in subsection (b),
each Secretary concerned sisalbmit to the congressional defense comettefinal

report containing the list of the new nansdsen for each covered military installation
and covered defense property identified in the identificatéport prepared by the
Secretary concerned.

(2) REPORT ELEMENTS-At minimum, the renaming reort shall contain an
explanation of theeasons for the selection of each new name cliosenvered military
installations and covered defemseperty.

(3) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY. —The Secretary concerned shall make the renaming report
publicly available a soon as practicable after submissiaiefrenaming report.

(4) GUIDANCE FOR ACTUAL RENAMING—Notlater than 30 days after submission
ofthe renamingeport, the Secretary concerned shallissue guidaqemptly affect the
name changes containedlire renaming report.

(9) SAVINGS CLAUSE—Nothing in this section or tlienaming process required by this
sectionshallbe construed to have any effecton grave markers or certiedtnes exst
on real property under the jurisdictiortb& Departmentfdefense.

ate

SectioB.37AB4GTeported by the SenS.tRdppdiefd
June 24t a@k@Phasis added)

SEC. 377. Commission on the naming of items of the Department of Defense that
commemorate the Confederate States of America or any person who served voluntarly
with the Confederate States of America.
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(a) Removak—Not later than three years after the date of the enactment of this Act, the

Secretary of Defense shallimplement the plan submitted by the commission described in

paragraph (b) and remove allnames, symbols, displays, monuments, and parafiiatrnalia

honor or commemorate the Confederate States of America (commonly referred to as the
“Confederacy”) or any person who served volunt:
America from all assets of the Department of Defense.

(b) In generat—The Secretarpf Defense shall establish a commission relating to
assigning, modifying, or removing of names, symbols, displays, monuments, and
paraphernalia to assets of the Department of Defense that commemorate the Confederate
States of America or any person whoweervoluntarily with the Confederate States of
America.

(c) Duties—The Commission shalt

(1) assess the cost of renaming or removing names, symbols, displays, monuments, or
paraphernalia that commemorate the Confederate States of America or any person who
served voluntarily with the Confederate States of America;

(2) develop procedures and criteria to assess whether an existing name, symbol, monument,
display, or paraphernalia commemorates the Confederate States of America or person who
served voluntarilith the Confederate States of America;

(3) recommend procedures for renaming assets of the Department of Defense to prevent
commemoration of the Confederate States of America or any person who served
voluntarily with the Confederate States of America;

(4) develop a plan to remove names, symbols, displays, monuments, or paraphernalia that
commemorate the Confederate States of America or any person who served voluntarly
with the Confederate States of America from assets of the Department of Defense, within
the timeline established by this Act; and

(5) include in the plan procedures and criteria for collecting and incorporating local
sensitivities associated with naming or renaming of assets of the Department of Defense.

(d) Membership-—The Commission shaldcomposed of eight members, of whem
(1) fourshallbe appointed by the Secretary of Defense;

(2) one shall be appointed by the Chairman of the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate;

(3) one shallbe appointed by the Ranking Member of the Committaenaad Services
of the Senate;

(4) one shall be appointed by the Chairman of the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives; and

(5) one shallbe appointed by the Ranking Member of the Committee on Armed Services
of the House of Represetit@s.

(e) Appointment—Members of the Commission shall be appointed notlater than 45 days
afterthe date of the enactment of this Act.

(f) Initial meeting-—The Commission shall hold its initial meeting on the date thatis 60
days aftertheenactment bfg Act.

(9) Briefings and reports-Not later than October 1, 2021, the Commission shall briefthe
Committees on Armed Services ofthe Senate and House of Representatives detailing the
progress of the requirements under subsection (c). Not later thare®tt8622, and not

later than 90 days before the implementation of the plan in subsection (c)4), the
Commission shall present a briefing and written report detailing the results of the
requirements under subsection (c), including:
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(1) Alist of assets tbe removed orrenamed.
(2) Costs associated with the removal or renaming of assets in subsection (g)(1).
(3) Criteria and requirements used to nominate and rename assets in subsection (g)(1).

(4) Methods of collecting and incorporating local sensitiviissociated with the removal
or renaming of assets in subsection (g)(1).

(h) Funding—

(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS--There is authorized to be appropriated
$2,000,000 to carry out this section.

(2) OFFSET-—The amount authorized to be appropriatedHeyAct for fiscal year 2021
for Operations and Maintenance, Army, sub activity group-43der personnel support
is hereby reduced by $2,000,000.

() AssetsdefinedAdI n t hi s section, t h ebageginstallatdha s s et s ® i necl
street, buildingfacility, aircraft,ship, plane, weapon, equipment, or any other property
owned or controlledby the Department of Defense

() Exemption for grave markers-Shall not cover monuments but shall exempt grave
markers. Congress expects the commission to fudéfine what constitutes a grave
marker.

Conference

In the confHe RepdHdofliétPodcde mbe HO R. o/Rb 3L9-3 8lAIf6
Januar ySdent 2307204 t es (emphasis added) :

SEC. 370. COMMISSION ON THE NAMING OF ITEMS OF THEEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE THAT COMMEMORATE THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA
OR ANY PERSON WHO SERVED VOLUNTARILY WITH THE CONFEDERATE
STATES OFAMERICA.

(a) REMOVAL—Not later than three years after thate of the enactmentofthis Act, the
Secretary of Defensghallimpement the plan submitted by the commission described in
paragraph (b) and remove allnames, symd@plays, monuments, and paraphernalia that
honor orcommemorate the Confederate States of America (commonly referred to as the
““Confeder a sonwhopervedvoluntarijy with ¢he Confederate States of
America from all assets of the Department of Defense.

(b) IN GENERAL—The Secretary of Defense shall establish a commission relating to
assigning, modifying, oremoving of names, symbols, displayspnuments, and
paraphernalia to assets of the Department of Defensedimtemorate the Confederate
States of America or argerson who served voluntarily with the Confederate Stdites
America.

(c) DUTIES-—The Commission shalt

(1) assess the cost ofi@ming or removinghames, symbols, displays, monuments, or
paraphernalia that commemorate the Confederate Sifadaserica or any person who
served voluntarilwith the Confederate States of America;

(2) develop procedures and criteria to asssther a existing name, symbol, monument,
display, or paraphernalia commemorates the Confederate States of America or person who
served voluntarily with the Confederate States of America;

(3) recommend procedures for renaming assftse Department of Defense prevent
commemoration of the Confederate States of America or @ergon who served
voluntarily with the Confederatgtates of America;
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(4) develop a plan to remove names, symbols, displays, monuments, or paraphernalia that
commemorate the Confederatat®t of America or any person who served voluntarly

with the Confederate States of America from assets of the Department of Defense, within
the timeline established by this Act; and

(5) include in the plan procedures and criteria for collecting and incatipg local
sensitivities associated with naming orrenaming of assets ofthe Department of Defense.

(d) MEMBERSHIP-—The Commission shallbe composed of eight members, ofwhom
(1) fourshallbe appointed by the Secretary of Defense;

(2) one shall be aminted by the Chairman of the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate;

(3) one shallbe appointed by the Ranking Member ofthe Committee on Armed Services
of the Senate;

(4) one shall be appointed by the Chairman of the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives; and

(5) one shallbe appointed by the Ranking Member ofthe Committee on Armed Services
of the House of Representatives.

(e) APPOINTMENT-—Members ofthe Commission shallbe appointed not laterthan 45
days afterthe date of the@&ctment of this Act.

(f) INITIAL MEETING. —The Commission shallhold its initial meeting on the date that
is 60 days afterthe enactment of this Act.

(9) BRIEFINGS AND REPORTS--Not laterthan October 1, 2021, the Commission shal
brief the Committees on Med Services of the Senate and House of Representatives
detailing the progress of the requirements under subsection (c). Not later than October 1,
2022, and not later than 90 days before the implementation of the plan in subsection (c)(4),
the Commission fsall present a briefing and written report detailing the results of the
requirements under subsection (c), including:

(1) A list of assets to be removed or renamed (2) Costs associated with the removal or
renaming of assets in subsection (g)(1).

(3) Criteiia and requirements used to nominate and rename assets in subsection (g)(2).

(4) Methods of collecting and incorporatiogal sensitivities associated with the removal
or renaming of assets in subsection (g)(1).

(h) FUNDING.—

(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRATIONS.—There is authorized to be appropriated
$2,000,00to carry out this section.

(2) OFFSET-—The amount authorized to be appropriated by the Act for fiscal year 2021
for Operations and Maintenance, Army, sub activity g other personnel support
is hereby reduced 52,000,000.

(i) ASSETS DEFINED—I n this section, the baserm ¢ ‘“assets”’
installation, street, building, facility, aircraéthip, plane, weapon, equipment, or any other
propertyowned or controlled by the Department ofDefense

() EXEMPTION FOR GRAVE MARKERS—Shall notcover monuments but shal
exempt grave markers. Congress expects the commissionto further define what constitutes
a grave marker.

Regar ding . eRetpito.lns7 134760, s :
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Commissionon the naming ofitems of the Department of Defense that commemorate the
Confederate States of Americaor any personwho served voluntarily with the Confederate
States of America (s&&70)

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 2829) that would require the Secretary of
Defense and the Secretaries of the military departments to identify and rename certain
military installations and other Defense property within 1 year.

The Senatamendment contained a similar provision (sec. 377) that would establsh a
commission regarding the removal and renaming of certain assets of the Department of
Defense that commemorate the Confederate States of America or any person who served
voluntarily with the Confederate States of America.

The House recedes. (PDF pages 3883 of 4517)

H. Rep#61ld/ld 6 states:
Prohibition of public display of Confederate battlegian Department of Defense property

The House bill contained a provision (sec. 1749) that would require the Secretary of
Defense to prohibit the public display of the Confederate battle flag at all Department of

Defense property with certain exceptions.
The Senate amendmentcontained no similar provision.
The House recedes.

The conferees note that symbols honoring the Confederate States of America will be further
examined by the Commission authorized elsewfetgin Section 370h the conference
report (PDF page 4482 of 4517)

Resolution Regardingl Nasmi SgbmaVNingifma
Wi scolls iCon(. REs Coh2 Res. 41

H. Con. R sCon.2Remncdidrent resosleuntsionofe x@amegrseisnsg tt
Secretary of the Navycbthounldubamme imlee offe xtheVilng
t S S Wi s, ddams iimt r oldonuwcseed oom @chteobeSedat2023€0, Jahd
23, 2020 .S .TGoen .tiRexsta sodffl ol 1 HwGo n{ .t Rass tsebknBill @ fr e Xce
that the f“i(rhael Sleanmaetudik rt iant ge)s

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of Congress that the Secretary of the Navy should name the nex
Virginia-c 1 as s submarine of the United States Navy th

Whereas Wisconsin has a rich and historical connectioméoUnited State Navy,
evidenced patrticularly by the fact that the submarine fleet of the United States Navy
produced 28 freshwater submarines for the World War Il war effort;

Whereas the first USS Wisconsin (BB was an 11,5680n llinois-class battlespithat
was commissioned in 1901, sailed as the flagship of both the Pacific Squadron and Asiatic
Fleet, and went on to sailin the Great White Fleet that circumnavigated the globe;

Whereasthe USSWisconsin@BB4 ) , commonly known ebast < ° Big Wisky
Battleship’’, was commissioned in 1944 and ser
decommissioningin 1991, including World War I, the Korean War, and the Persian Guff

War,

Whereas the USS Wis consin (BR!) continues to playatal role in educaig visitors to
Hampton Roads, Virginia, about the famed history ofthe ship;
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Whereas individual citizens of Wisconsin have played a crucial role in the history of the
United States Navy, including

(1) Admiral Marc A. Mitscher, who was one of tfiret aviators of the United States Navy
and was born ilillsboro, Wisconsin; and

(2) Green Bay native Vice Admiral JamedHtatley, Jr., who was a key figure in the Battle
of theCoral Sea and the Guadalcanal campaign;

Whereas 63 citizens of Wisconsin have breeipients of dMedal of Honor, including 10

citizens of Wisconsin whbave received a Medal of Honor from the Departmetiteof
Navy; and

Whereas there has not been a USS Wisconsin in servicefoly 3 decades: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Bate (the House of Representatigesicurring) That the Secretary of

the Navy should nanthe next Virginiaclass submarine of the United Stat&sry the
c“USS Wisconsin’’ .

d arliert, h-®mec O tt orbyeko i2nBirtak? ONRa#vayi 6 d t hat

ear
cholisnchliad3 s class ballkiastthiea mhsanilae Vs mpn
tadltls b®Wmsemndi nw

OC/):>

S note
SBN2 hi
l as s at
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Appendix AExecutive Summary of Ju

Report to Congress

This appendix vree psruinmntasr yt hodf actxheqgr auktuil y 02 €Cbh gr es s
Navsy policies and practices for naming its s hips
foll ows:

Executive Summary

This report is submitted in accordance with Section 10P40f11281, National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2012, dated 31 December 2011, which directs
the Secretary of Defens e ptaoticesoftheNavtyfor report on

naming vessels of the Navy.?”
As required by the NDAA, this report:

e Includes a description of the current policies and practices of the Navy for naming
vessels of the Navy, and a description of the extent to which these gatidie
practices vary fromhistorical policies and practices of the Navy for naming vessels of
the Navy, and an explanation for such variances;

e Assesses the feasibility and advisability of establishing fixed policies forthe naming
of one or more classed vessels of the Navy, and a statement of the policies
recommended to apply to each class of vessels recommended to be covered by such
fixed policies if the establishment of such fixed policies is considered feasible and
advisable; and

¢ Identifies anyther matter relating to the policies and practices of the Navy for naming
vessels of the Navy that the Secretary of Defense considers appropriate.

After examining the historical recordin great detail, this report concludes:

e Current ship naming policieend practices fall well within the historic spectrum of
policies and practices for naming vessels of the Navy, and are altogether consistent
with ship naming customs and traditions.

e The establishment of fixed policies for the naming of one or morsedasf vessels
of the Navy would be highly inadvisable. There is no objective evidence to suggest
that fixed policies would improve Navy ship naming policies and practices, which
have worked wellfor over two centuries.
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145 Department of the Navy3 Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels afihe N
undated but transmittedto Congress with cover letters dated July 13,2012, p. iii.
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Appendix B.Na me Chanxlé. F.orCdEdast Gu
Cut BEOI a

A July 1, 2020, npmes $dneapjeexdt/.t SabOGmas tt hGuard cutt
owned by the City of Baltimorstcabnad operated the
The historic Coast Guard cutterthd a ney” will be renamed as soon a:
no longer pays tribute to the antebellum Supreme Court chief justice who delivered the

Dred Scott decision, according to a Baltimore museumin charge of the ship.

The ship is named after Roger B. Tantég former chief justice of the Supreme Court who
delivered the Dred Scott decision in 1857 that cemented the legality of slavery.

“The time is now to fix these things. We can’t Kk
and blatant Rawsamserecutivedirectorof Hishonc Shipsin Baltimore,

the organization that controls and maintains the ship. Its name has drawn protests and
objections in the past.

Historic Ships is working with Baltimore, the Coast Guard and the National Paig&erv

which maintains the National Register of Historic Places, to speed removal of the Taney

name and find a suitable new name for the ship.
the ship’s stern, and Historic ofthashipps s ai

will be known by its technical name, the WHEC*$7Hi s t oric Ships s
anticipate any legalroadblocks to changing the name.

“We’d like to consider Thurgood Marshall,” said
Classrooms Foundatioparent group of Historic Ships, referring to thefirst black Supreme
Court justice and Baltimore native.

Baltimore City Council President Brandon Scott said the city has been talking about
removing the name foryears.

“The argument thetldhengseghti heomymeswmoot,” he
“Renaming the USCGC Taney is a small, but me an ;]
necessary reckoning with our past.?”

Baltimore Mayor Bermard “Jack” Young said in a s
should be changed.

The Taneyis the last warship afloat thatwas at Pearl Harbor during the December 7, 1941,
surprise attack. The Taney was decommissioned on Dec. 7, 1986, and the Coast Guard
transferred ownership and oversight to Historic Ships in Batémaccording to Coast
Guard spokesman Lt. Cdr. Scott McBride.

“To preserve the proud naval heritage of the sh
its 50 years of service, the Coast Guard recommends referring to the vessel by its hul
classificatios y mb ol of WHEC 37, ” he said.

The former Coast Guard cutter now sits docked 1.
memorial and museum.

148 n the designation WHEC 37, W means it was a Coast Guard vessel, HEC means it wasraltighce cutter, and
37 means it was sutheshifoast Guard’s 37
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Historic Ships hasn’t determined if it will 1 e mc
place artifacts in storage a museumbut said remaining references can be usedto bolster
education programs on Mr. Taney’s legacy.
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