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The United Nations Human Rights Council:
Background and Policy Issues N

Over the yearananyMembers of Congress have demonstrated an ongoing interest in the ro Specialist in International
and effectiveness of the United Nations (U.N.) Human Rights CoftheilCouncil) The Relations

Council is the primary intergovernmental body mandated with addressing highisnon a
global level. The United Statewas a member of the @nocil for twothreeyear termsluring the
Obama Administratiorand a third ternduringthe first part of the Trump Administration. In
June 2018the Trump Administratiorwithdrewfrom the Council, noting concerns with the
Council’”s focus on Israel, overall inef f« n ad
reform.Some of theC o u n @adtiitiéssaresuspendedr being implemented remotetiue to

concerns about COVIRY.

April 20, 2020

Michael A. Weber
Analyst in Foreign Affia

Background

The U.N. General Assembly established the Human Rights Council in 2006 to replace the Commission on Human Rights,
which was criticized for its ineffectiveness in addressing human rights abuses and for the number of widely perceived human
rights abusers that served as its members. Since 2006, many governments and observers have expressed serious concerns
with the Council’s disproportionate attention to d@s.racel

Inparticula , some criticize the inclusion of the “human rights
(I'srael) as a permanent item on the Council’s agenda. S o
rights abusers, sh asSaudi Arabia, China, andenezuelahaveserveal (or are servingas Council rembers. On the other

hand, supporters argue that the Council 1s an 1improvemen

Universal Periodic Reviewrocess,whi h ai ms t o evaluate e ac humarrighisecobligatonsais e ’ s
a usefulmeans for addressing human rights issues. Méisgrvera r ¢ e nc our a g e dncréaged attentiont©o un c i 1
human rights situations in countries such as,iNorth Korea, and Syria.

U.S. Policy and Selected Issues

Over the years, U.S. policymakers have debated U.S. participation in and funding of the Council. The George W. Bush
Administration voted against the General Assembly resolution creating theilCanohdid not run for membersh{ps it had

as a member of the previous Commission on Human Rjgh&¥o decided to withhold U.S. funding to the organization in
FY2008 under a provision enacted by Congress. Conversely, the Obama Administratioredupparverall purpose of the
Council and decided that it was better to work froithim as a member to improve Couneffectiveness. The Obama
Administration was also critical of the CounchéUWUnited focus
States was elected to the Council in 2009 and in 2012. In October 2016, it was elected for a third term, which began in
January 2017. Thenited Statesemained a membeluring the Trump Administratioantil mid-2018, when it withdrew.

Some Membrs of Congress maintain an ongoing interest in the credibility and effectiveness of the GmmeNembers

have been particularly c rl$raelianddack obcémpetitive Gourcihetectighs. Bame i 1 s f o
Members have proposed oragted legislation calling for U.S. withdrawal; at the same time, others have introduced

legislation urging the Council to address specific human rights situations. Most recerflyrttite@Consdidated

Appropriations Act, 202@QP.L. 11694), prohibits Council funding unless the Secretary of State determines that U.S.
participation is important to the national interest of the United States, antiéladtincil is taking steps to remove Israel as

a permanent agenda item and ensure the integrity of Council elg@isimsilar provision was enacted in previous fiscal

years) The Trump Administration withheld Council funding from FY2017 through FY204®fdebruary 2020, a decision

had not been made about FY2020 fundigmbes of the 116 Congress may consider the following issues related to the
Council:

X the benefits and drawbacks©@buncil membership;

X the impact, if any, of the U.S. decision t@hiold Council funding on Council activities or U.S. influence;
X alternatives to the Coundibr promding U.S. interests in human rights

X

how, if at all, to address the Cpanthcil’s apparent di s
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X concerns t h avorkisimcreasi@glyinfluenced byscountries that do not fully subscribe to
international huran rights norms and mechanisms
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Introduction

The United NemaonRi g hittdh. e oCionucnichiel )pri mary 1intergo
body that addresses human rights worldwide. The
me mber ; in June 2018, the Trump Administration a
withdraw 1its member shipitAd mi mansd¢rsad i wint b ftfheid@d
di sproportionate Epness oDn dddrnetsi nigmhidiente hawi ght
Uu. S souwvadel gekVYod Ureifoedi. St ates is currently wi

Council wunden Dachpparrotvmesnitonof Stadmrmd KFollatigdh Bpegnd
Act , FY201 9 P( IDi.-6. tislsi6 oonf FMar ¢ h Hwma @2 ORi0g h tsso m@o un ¢ i |
acti vistuisepse nbdeciedn go rcvematce led du €.t o COVID

Me mbet hlelb€fongress may conCdwminseirltod ec amsdi ¢erf etchd v e

including what impact, 1f any, thse dffSor twd tthar av
combat rhgmdas and (2abthet WYnioetluStheesits human
U. N. fora. Policymakers might also consider the

X What role, 1f any, should the Council play 1i:
and in addres shiummg ns pacgihts situations?

X I s the Council an effective mechanism for ad
not, what reform measures might 1improve the
achieved?

X What role, 1if any, might trhei nUnoittheedtr SU.aN.es p|
human rights mechanisms, moving for ward?

X Should the United States rejoin the Council?

This report praomvfiodansattd ek foaammed 1, including the
U. N. Commi s sRoghos. Himadi’s cassesent hmafdaneidnd s
well as Administration policy and congressional
possible i n'tCeornegsrte stso, tihnec 1luldéi ng t he daebhdiagover
of the Councoi It,healCtoeurnmcaitli viens Uf Ncufoon, I sheelCpopua:
possible increased influence of other countries

Background

The U. N. Commi s sion on Human Ralghpel wagmadhiengprhb
for human rights issues before it was replaced
Created in 1946 as a subsidiary body of the U. N.
commi ssiomntial mandateomwals twmaemnstraibdhtssh smamrdand

@
t

1 A similar provision was included in FY2020 Stdtereign Operations and Related Programs appropriations
legislation. As of February 10, 2020, the Administration reports that it has not made a decision regarding Council
withholding for FY2020 (see Congréssal Budget Justification, Department of State, Foreign Operations, and Related
Programs, FY2021, p. 42). For more information, seé€lth8. Policy sedion.

20n March 13, 2020, the Council announced the suspension ofitegalar session in Geneva due to COMI2

U.N. Secretariat staff and member states and their staff have held remote meetings. For more infeematidh

Office of the HighCenmi s s i oner f or Hu ma n-19RHugan Rights Céubcil carpids orewitl(it® VI D

work virtuwally,” April 1, 2020, and Col uroréignfalidy, “U. N. Age
April 3, 2020. It is unclear when the Council will retuo its normal schedule and activities.
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an internati’Dmali ntgi lilt sofe xnisghkms.e, the commissi ol
devel oping a comprehensive body of human rights
Universal Declatasti Oweaf tHHunman iRisghvork evol ved
rights violations and complaints, as well as brc
special procedures to monipocifianahlymen mnghtepvy
well a temati ng dommsasn rights abuses such as 1 ac«
intolerance, and den*ial of freedom of expressior
In the late 1990s and early 2000s, controversy
commissiohhmemiwers widely perefibema’ dhesghtemati
instances significabtlcyecafibdadted.tICeicommissdineid
claimed that countries wused theirhumeamb errisghhitps t o
violations by questioning the records of others.
excessive procedural manipulation to prevent det
United States was not alseowtial®d ltyo ptelrec ed oomndi shsuimam,
violators such as Pakist nn 2S00%,n,t lmen dc dlglaencdtai vwee
these and ot he c on tGeonveerrasli el§o flie dA nln. aNn. tSoe cprreot paor sy
new and smaller IHutma nr Rplgdhd s tCloas ncdmmi s si on.

Council Structure and Selecte
In 2006, as part of broader U. N. reform efforts,
60/ 251, which dissolved the U. N. Commitsssi on on [
Council in its place. This section provides an c
issues and concerns that have emerged over the Yy
Mandate and Role in the U.N. System

The Council i“pr omoetpiomg i bd ic ved mopgraolt ercetsipoenc to ff oarl It hh

and fundamentadTl .tf raciendso ntso fporre vent and combat hum
including gross and systematic violations, and t
promote and c¢ooandiimg toef thhumama imisghrtes wit hin t he
subsidiary of the General As gse mbi3dy, meamberesp.orltts d
receives substantive and technical support from
Human Ri ghtasn (OfHICiHRe ,wi t hin the U. N. Secretariat

3 ECOSOC is a principal organ of the United Nations seates as the central forum for discussing and making
recommendations related to international economic and social itssesmposed of 54 member gouenents One

of the U.N. @mmissionon Human Rights

notable

successes was the Universal Dec

by the U.N. General Assembly on December 10, 1948.

4 For more information on U.N. and other multilateral human rights issue€R®dn Focus IF1086Llobal Human
Rights: Multilateral Bodies & U.S. Participatioimy Michael A. Weber

5 The Commission was composed of 53 mensteected by members of theéN. Econonic and SociaCouncil
(ECOSOC)Countries served three year terms with no term limits.

6 The George WBuUsh Administration andchany inCongress wergenerally considered to lieistrated and

disappointed by the election outcanitne House of Representatives adotddreign Relations Authorization Act
amendment that linked payment of U.S. arrears to the U.N. regular budget with the United States regaining a seat on
thecommission. Th&ushAdministration, however, stated it would not link U.S. payment of U.N. duesrasatsito

theoutcome of the commission elections

7 U.N. document, A/RES/60/251, March 15, 2006.
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Bachel et®Thd Chudeil is a political body; each of
r i gphrtesf e,r ednocreess t i ¢ ¢ dfmosried eggma tpiodnsc,y a@md orities. I
reabions, and recommendatAdéhe s@auemaiimkaggtaild ys b i
sometimes hold mpeodrnthkeomtlishwdniagh tr i gthd s perspecti v
priorities.

Me mber ship and Elections

The Council compr i seeds bdy7 gneeongbrearpsh iacp proergtiioonn as f o
African states; 13 from Asian states; 6 from Eas
Caribbean states; and 7 fromIJXWekk t Maea mb Emus oprea ne lam
for a period of three years and may not hold a (
If a Council “gmeamsbse ra cdo msmyi sttse mat itdt, ke oGenhenab of
Assembly may suspendéd hmerndbse rvsohtiep oWA ltihe b Nrwo pr e s e
members are eligible to run for a seat on the Cc
d

groups an elected by thbablGtoetrwlt Assambbyotlht eu
requlhe dmeselngction was helne xtmt dOleet obers 2W0ddyl ¢ &
lateA2302d@0 Januwuary 2020, 117 of 193 U.N. member :

Figure 1.Human Rights Council Membership by Regional Group

Latin American & Western European

Africa (13) Asia-Pacific (13) Eastern European (6) .

Caribbean (8) and Other (7)
Angola (2020) Afghanistan (2020) Armenia (2022) Argentina (2021) Australia (2020)
Burkina Faso (2021) Bahrain (2021) Bulgaria (2021) Bahamas (2021) Austria (2021)
Cameroon (2021) Bangladesh (2021) Czech Republic (2021) |Brazil (2022) Denmark (2021)
Dem. Rep. of Congo (2020) |Fiji (2021) Poland (2022) Chile (2020) Germany (2022)
Eritrea (2021) India (2021) Slovakia (2020) Mexico (2020) Italy (2021)
Libya (2022) Indonesia (2022) Ukraine (2020) Peru (2020) Netherlands (2022)
Mauritania (2022) Japan (2022) Uruguay (2021) Spain (2020)
Namibia (2022) Marshall Islands (2022) Venezuala (2022)
Nigeria (2020) Nepal (2020)
Senegal (2020) Pakistan (2020)
Somalia (2021) Philippines (2021)
Sudan (2022) Qatar (2020)
Togo (2021) Republic of Korea (2022)

Source: U.N. Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.
Notes: Dates represent year of term end.

A key concern f orhes ocnoempcorsiittiicosn hoafs (boeuennc itl me mb e
s ome tiilnmede s countries widely pMarncye ihveeedlv aatsk houfma n
compiet i veness 1n Council el ecltn osnosmea se lae ckteiyo mrse,a s

S8OHCHR’s mandate is to promote and protect human rights wor
the coordination and streamlining of humaghts efforts within the U.N. system. The Office is funded by a

combination of assessed contributions to the U.N. regular budget, and voluntary contributions from governments and

others. In mie2018, NationaBecurity Adviser John Bolton stated that thetBaiStates would withhold U.S. assessed

funding to OHCHRThe Administratiorwithheld $18.9 million in FY2018 and $20.25 million in FY2019; as of

February 2020, no decision had been made about FY2020 funding. There is no legisthtivity for this

withholding.For more information, se€RS In Focus IF1145T)nited Nations Issues: U.N. Office of the High

Commissioner for Human Rightsy Luisa Blanchfield and Michael A. Weber

9 The General Assembly t&d to einstate Libya in November 2011.
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countries have run unopposed after rreigeisonal gr ot
required to fi(ForCoumsctidnovacmimmbdebe OB alkcfiowo
regional groups rtran unopposed. In the 2019 elect
unoppMaad. pxperts cbdDntemkt mhnbutnsbseerc hof choices an
guarantee the election of nominat e d®Ome nibheer s r e g a
other hand, supportsdrsleacrttiomd ptrivpacte stshd sCawmn d imlp
the commission. Thegs emphakyzei ¢ wad coutmhe mos:t
rights abuserRus Sma,hndsSBelaruwere pressured not
defeated in Council elections because of the neyv
highlight tmhdd @GMaechl 2A4d4d dec ss inbenmbteor sshuispp eansd alni
example of improved¥Ymembership mechanis ms.

More broadly, some Council obseriwercd obavde badgdmds
elections in themGkekamerfadr As e wewmtbrl iye smawi t h questio
rights records to be elected to the Council. To
including the Trump Administration, have propose
hold couny racco pmtbd b Ic¥S ofnoer htahveei ra lvsoot essu.g-ge st ed 1
thirds vote threshol otuomcernmdbkter .i t easier to Tt e mo)
Meetings and Leadership

The Council 1is headquarteredt hirne eGeonre snmaopree8 wsietszseirol
year for a total of 10 or more weeks. It can hol
situations or issues at the requetshti rod oafn yt hCeo un c
Council me mReOr0s6hi p.heSiChGergmle slsasonlselachd 28 speci
sessHhoonst., of 1ts special sessions have focused o
$SSHQGLr$ a list of special sessions.)

The Council paweri dtelnet eplreepstiddseisd @odft £ omepwve cent ing
groupsCoiunn ctihlee The presidentsafidrmithe Council b

responsible forgahl zptooandilranhtaed sorelated to
president from amongydbarcettar me mbeke Kt fwabat omee s i
Ti chhiys sl berger of Austria.

Universal Periodic Review

All Council member saraemdr dUg Ni. r end mbe rusdantgoes a Uni
Review (UPR) that dxndhiddsnmeaatmeomibdnt s human righ:
c ommi tlehnet srre vi ew is an intergovernmental proces

10 Examples of elected countries with what many view as questionable human rights records include China, the

Democratic Republic of the Congo, Saudi Arabia, and Venezuela. For additional discussion of Councitgtestio

Susan Allan and Martin S. Edwards, “The U. S. Withdrew from
Supposed TheoWadlMingtoh Pdst J une 26, W.0N.8 ;Huamadn “Rlihgeht s Council’s Lou
The EconomistOctober 17, 208.

Libya’s membership was suspended on March 1, 2011; it was
12 For more information, see ti&).S. Policy section.

B«“TheUN.Human Ri ght s Co u,nTheEconomisDecansber 18 2028 https:Hwavw.economist.
com/international/2018/10/17the-un-humanrights councilslousy-election

14 Such obligations might includeiman rights treatiestified by the country concernedhluntary pledges and
commitments made by tleduntry(e.g, naional human rights policies or programs), amplicableinternational
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bet ween the evowemwt amduntder UPR working group, whi
Council members and chaired by the Council presi
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), may also a
Durthg first review, the UPR working group makes
reviews focusing on the iempllag meomtsat iTchhre ofuldr eCwiuc
responsible for addressing any ca.seBho fUmriotnesd st ¢
States underwent its first UPR i® tNasvsemiwedre duld k@
undertghhi id esne Wla ¢ w lhle, e2x0t2e0nt tof , Ui §.eanp g mtsi awinpd teia a
Perspectives on there fofiexcetd .y eQveegreavlelf,n mmhet UP Ro s ¢
and policymaker Ss sWPpRy oprrto ctehses .CioTuhngcyiolma de s aam t Imp
forum for governments, NGOs , and others to discu
situationsunitm isepse ctihfaitc mcaoy not ot her wise receive
countries have rteportedly made c¢commi™mennyt s basec
NGOs and human rights groups operating in variot
recommasdati andodipli ecmdt ac thuwma of orri ghttrse.n gAth etnhi e
t i me, some human rights experts have been critic
submissions and statements of governmenats percei
face value rather than being challenged by other
gives these same countries a platform to critici
human rights records. Manynexp ¢tneinmbgevre’ satl astoe se X |
rjeection of UP Ra nmlomo mtmic mnidma tiioms i n t he UPR proce

Special Procedures

The Council maintains a system of special procec
Country mandat ersa paplolrotwe ufrosr tsop eecxiaamli ne and advise
in specific countries, incl ®Undgr Cambmdi a¢ MNond:?
special rapporteurs analyze major global human r

humanitarian law.

15 During both review processes, a number of governments and NGOs asked questions and made statements on the

human rights situation in the United States. They also made recommendations to the U.S. delegation regarding specific

aspects ofthe U.S.UPRreportsand her related issues. In the United States’
Adviser Harold Koh acknowledged that many of the recommend
policy and could be i mpl echatothar reabmnfendations,thewewerowere purely” He st at e d
political and could not be taken seriously. Stilt her s warranted “fuller discussions?” Wwi
among civil society. For the 2015 review, governments focused on the implementatieraoéépted

recommendations and the development of human rights situations in the United States. The final outcome of the 2015

review was adopted by the Council at it§'88gular session in September and October of 2015. For more information
seehttps://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/USIndex.aspx

16 Egypt, for example, stated that it would reform its criminal code to include a definition of torture. Jordan agreed to
undertike a comprehensive review of the conditions of its prison system. It is unclear whether these commitments have
beenor will be met.

“"For exampl e, No rofthe reBommendations made pyethe URPRoWorking Group in 2009 alarmed

many governmest and human rights advocates. Some experts also dis
from the Council and not participatetime 2013 UPR process. More recently, some observers have expressed concern
regarding China’ sUPeRf faonrdt sr etloa tiendf leuveennctes i(tssee “UN: China Res

T h r e Wuman Rights Watct\pril 1, 2019.

18 There are over 40 thematic mandates and 12 country mandates. A list of each is avéitailéxatw.ohchr.org/
EN/HRBodiesEPPagesNelcomepage.aspx
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ri ghtfotod, and the rights of persons with disabi
procedure for individuals or groups 0 report hu

Israel as a Permanent Agenda Item

Israel 1is the ohdtdedoantpayy tppodHmd ham ClommenAd®0 7 I

Council members adopted asreweokumngometbodsddrbnst
resolution, Coun c fhlu maenmbreirgsh tisn csliut dueadt itohne i n Pal e
Ar abi tte®misess per manent’spag®itd fit. hteh et iCoeu ntchiel agenda
adopted, many U. N. me mber states and Council obs
objected to the Council focusingZ2fhrtU.mbd.rily on hut
spokesperson s ubli.eN.u eSnebad nyee tnanrkyeoBozitd h K1m p p i nt me n't

with the €fouiissiigml ¢ oout only one specific region
scope of allegations obubhbumh®Owoghtdhe vyednsjonke
United St at ensi nadnedd oCtohuenrc illi kkee mber s have made uns
the Copudecision, parti’sulfyevakeyv ideuw Fihge 2t Ohted nfpo un c i 1
Administrati b&sn rheamo wvcailt efdisolmp etaheea n@mun caigle nda as a
the United State® rejoining the Council

Budget

The Human Riightfsasn@euwnpirli marily through the U. N.
United States i1is @owvrcisle df WP0PA.0n g seftgnumh datrhmedb arrd g et ¢
year is $21.8 million, which was sTihnei 1Coru ntcoi It he
also receives extrabudgetary (voluntary) funding
incilnugd staff postings and Council trust funds an
are es t$ilnma tneidl laitown ,t hceo @plalr9e da mo u n?T hoef WBnlilt.edd mi 1 1 i

19 More information on the complaint procedure is availabletgt//www.ohchr.orgEN/HRBodiesHRC/
ComplaintProcedurBagedARCComplaintProcedurelndex.aspx

®See Item 7 under “CmmEroefiework, Point HampnoRights Council

2007. Also listed under Item 7 are “Human rights violation
other occupied Arab t-determinationofthea] 8sandi $Ri phopte. ¥elhe Inst
resolution was subsequently adopted by the U.N. General Assdfshlyples of other permanent agenda items

include Organizational and Procedural Matters (Item 1); Human Rights Situations that Require thelCéusc At t ent i on

(Item 4); Unversal Periodic Review (Item 6); and Technical Assistance and Capacity Building (Item 10).

22For a summary of U. N. member state views at the time, see

and Criticism About Adopted Text on Institution Building o
22 Daily Press Briefing by the Office of the Spokesperforthe SecretarGeneral, June 21, 2007.

23|n June 2011, the General Assembly adopted resolution 65/281, which was the result of a review on the work and

functioning of the Council after five years, by a vote of 154 in favor, 4 against (including ttesl Stéttes). The

resolution included procedural changes to the Council’s wo
creating an office of the Council President, modifying UPR speaking procedures, and establishing future review

mechanismsThe outcome of the fivgear review was criticized by the United States and others for not sufficiently

addressing the Council’”s lack of effectiveness. The United
positive 7r1esultt st,0” “wlhiiscahs sfoocricaetde” itself from the outcome.
about (1) the Council’s focus on Israel, particularly the

agenda, and (2) the Co‘uwnrciitli’csali nparboibllietny” toof aCdodurnecsisl tnheemb e r s
For more infolWSnRolicyos,ecsdo®nt he ©

25 A detailed explanation of the Human Rights Councddmet can be found in Part VI, Section 24 of the proposed
programme budget f&020 (U.N. document, A/78 (§24)) under component subprogram (4) Support for the Human
Rights Council, its subsidiatyodies and mechanisms, p)31
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States 1s curar epnrtolpyo rwiitohnhaotled isnhgar e ( F3 2 %moo € Coun
informat i“b.nS. $Retl itchen bel ow. )

U.S. Policy

Most U.S. policymakers hawve ogenradd! mpngwprgqonutme d
however, anmasmoyp rheaswsee d concern regarding 1its effec

rightsleasadurg to ongoing disagreements as to whe
a member of or provide f u,nduinndge rf oPrr etshied eCnotu neiolr. g
the United States voted against the Assembly res
seat., arguing that the Council Il acked mechanis ms
George W BushsdaAdwmi nhhhetdt Connailil funding in FY2
enacted by Congress in 2007.) On the other hand,
member ship and Council funding, maintaining that
the bodyedtBtallas was elected as a 2bnudnecri 1 me mb e
President Obama, the United States consistently
sought to adopt speci’§$i fyievaerf orrenvs?’€dagirirensgd Gt hie.a IC o u r
perspectivdavenbelka msxed, with some Members ad-
participation and others opposing it. A key conc
Couidsciflocus Duoni hgrabt. pastCasgrveesesa hheaaf sipst coavli sy eoanr s ,
in annw¥aolr eStgmt Operations and Related Programs (.
Council funding unless the Secretary of State de
the nahnienatt dafattelse aldmdi tchddtS t he Council is tak:i
permanent agenda 1item.

Trump Administration Actions

On June 18U. 2.0 1Pe,r mahneennt Representative to the U
Secretary of State Mitcthea elUn iPtoemdp eSDt atnenso uwma wldd t vhiatt
uman Rights Council, citingheof®€o®anecs labout U. S.
isproportion®?ire £oSapt ombdsr2a@l18 speech to the
resident furt heedr Sstwaatltdesdn d th art e tt durennt W[dti dr etahle rCeofuonrc
nac®Akldt.though Administration officials stated th
rom the Council, the United States has continue
ncl udUPnRer o« dééd sni ni stration of feidcn aff i lh aevlee catl isoon sc

=0 Uom

26 The United States did natn for election in 2014 due to term limits.

271n June 2011, the General Assembly adopted resolution 65/281, which was the result of a review on the work and

functioning of the Council after five years, by a vote of 154 in favor, 4 against (includikipitesl States). The

resolution included procedural changes to the Council’s wo
creating an office of the Council President, modifying UPR speaking procedures, and establishing future review

mechaisms. The outcome of the fiwgear review was criticized by the United States and others for not sufficiently
addressing the Council’s lack otfierefffiewt dvdnaong. yTkd dUfietve d
positive r erscueldt si,t” twoh i“cdhi sfaos sociate” itself from the outcon
about (1) the Council’s focus on Israel, particularly the
agenda, and (2) the Cbant¢ctisicahbptoblhemd afld€ewsncil memb:

%®Department of StatKumdmReRnaghtss o@ourhei IU, N.June 19, 2018.

29“Remarks by President Trumptothé®@Be s si on of the U.N. General Assembly,” W
2018.

30 A collection of U.S. statements at UPRs for countries such as China, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Kuwait,
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and expuppered for continue3Sirnecfeo rFnYRo0fl rip, h et hoer g a n i
Administration has withheld Council funding undec
Congress ($7.53 million 1in °FAY2d0elc9 sainodn $h7a.s6 7n onti 1bl
made about FY2020 funding.

ior to withdrawing from the Council, the Tr ump
reservations regaiddi wasUpSortmaemlearmsd ly’sfiraocnucse r ne d

I sraelatatnedn tliaoenk toof ot her human rights abuses.
“cor Taunpdt n o theadd t¥lrat®ramong 1its members; at the s ari
hat the United“vatlatee safiwda s tub’l enbs oJdufpiend2 0 £ %
nnounced that 1f the Counci I'mufsati lpeudr stuoe cthhaecn ge ,
dvancement of human r*Heahltesy oouuttsliidnee do ft woh ek eGyo ulh.c
riorities: (1) changing the mvaticdgspdod®s D piem ¢
o ¢hantries can be held publicly accountable fo
ermanent agenda it e m.

I

ressional Actions
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ess maintains an ongoing intercislt iim ttthe cr
xt of human rights promotions fUodNus rerf or m,
1. O¥v o mtetntbee ryse ahrasv,e proposed or enacted leg
position to the CowWnaigl, oprohippiotritnggU.CH unc
ed to specific human rightdCengmass oasac Mod
vti ifeu o tfCloimhsiod at ed Appr o p.ila.t9iflaln6swhA ccth, r2e0q2uli r e
none of the funds appropriawnadeby the act
etar of State determines and reports to the
Coun s n the national interest of the I
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ni fi togeadave tbmraaeald 2zsansarpeir md @@
Coun me mb s . (Similar |l amppagprwad iiomasl uc
wsln) addition, Congiaredsatlasipie mahdets acdomGoeuxntc iolf ¢ o
ecumdare #hightsions
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and Saudi Arabia, among othgeisavailable ahttps://geneva.usmissi@aov/humarnrights/

S1Se e, f o r Remarks hypthle &Jnited ‘States on the Report of the Human Rights ColincilGiertlamg

Public Delegate, U.S. Mi ssion to th StatBhmentbyeUdS. Nat i ons ( USUN)
Representative to the United Nations Ambass#&ally Craft® (on t he 2019 Human Rights Counc:]
October 17, 2019. Also see, thAnmb a s s a d o r  Statémendn tHea2018 Kumarf‘Rights Council Electiéns,

USUN, Octoberl 2 , 2018, and Explanatiomot \yote Breanthir@ofnfiitee Resolution on the

Report of the Human Rights Counci’ November 13, 20138.

2For more information oSelected Rolicy Issuds tshehcotlidoimn.gs, see t he *

B¥Colum Lynch, Johm HudNs onRi ghTtisl 1Ceorusnocni ] tForeiQrePblicyMarcto r  We > re Le
14, 2017.

¥Council on Foreign Relations, “A Conversation with Nikki
35 Remarksby Ambassador Nikki Haya t t he Graduate Institute of Geneva on “A
the United States 1nJueB&lHuman Rights Council?”

36 The act states that the report shall include a description of the national interest served and the stepertaken

Israel as a permanent agenda item and ensure integrity in the election of members to such Councis&ziemlso

7048(a) of Division F, the Department of State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs Appropriations Act, 2019,

of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, FY20Rl(. 1166), February 15, 2019.

37 For instance, Division F of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2B19 (166), states that funds may be made
available to the Sri Lankan governm@nly if the Secretary of State certifies to Congress that the Sri Lankan
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In previous
Council or
t he U. N. re
l11'Congress
seeking to
specific hu

Selecte

Congression
recurring s

Congndones pbipdlesphaed ctaddeéd for U. S.
required that the United States witht
gul ar budg e n%Sapnedc iafniyc avlollyy n tsaornye cMemtbrei
introduced legislat'd ohoexprens sli mga &lo,
defund or withdraw from the Council,
mast. ri ghts situatio

d Policy Issues

al debate regarding the U. N, Human Ri
et of policy__issues

Council Observer Status
U. S. Me mber s hi P When considering U.S. membership,
Members of Congress may take indocount

In general, W rdsi. v ipdoel d cay{ the role of Council observer, a status that th
whet her t he United St at|YnitedStatescouldhold anonCouncil S a

b £ t h C D member. Observer states are not eligible to],
me m ? I . 0 : © ounci . vote in the Council, but they may participate
participatthatn tchoent@midt e { inthe UPR process and attend and particip:
should work from wit hi n|inregularand spedigessions of the Councilp u 1 1 d
coalitiomsnw&wedhcodouker i el Theabilityofthe United States to promote
t he Council toward a mo its human rights agenda within the U.N. N ch t o

. . framework may be significantly affected by

addressing human right s|changngtoan observerstatus. Many Coun! € 1 1
me mber ship, they argue, members might be interested in U.S. e d
St aitre sa pos it f oint st oh uamdavn( statements and polies, but the United
rights policies and pri_6fYVDWHVh'LQEEhoé-W\_IWRYars also
maintain that U.S. | e a d[ Miuenceontheworkofthe Council incil has
led to several promising Toumncil decvelopments,
including increased attentiowmch oashulmaamn . ,riMaltis, sN
Korea, and Sudan, among others. Some have also 1
addressing [Isduring apetrhiea ddsnad wikacint Rea Counci l . I n
addition, some CounchhtsWppfportwet hdanwatomecghtede
leadership gap and countries such as China and I
Coun%il
Opponents contend that U.S. me mber ship provides
United eSyt astuegg e stth, should not be a part of a bod

government is, among other things, supporting a credible justice mechanism in compliance with Human Rights Council
resolution 30/1 (October 2015).

38 See, for exampley.R. 3667[114"M], the United Nations Transparency, Acctalility, and Reform AgtandS. 1313
(alsoH.R. 3155 [113", the United Nations Transparency, Accountabilitd &eform Act of 2013. The billsere
referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs and Senate Committee on Foreign Retstpatsivelybut the
committees did not act on these bills

39 See for instances. 169[115", Countering AntiSemitism and Antlsrael Activities at the United Nations Act of
2017, introduced on January 1, 20H/R. 2232[115", Promoting Equality and Accountability at the United Nations
Act of 2017, introduced on April 28, 201/;Res. 72§115" Reaffirming United States support for Israel and
condemning the United NatiomtumanRightsCouncilfor certain wasteful and abusive actions, introduced on
February 7, 2018; an8.Res 360[115"], A resolution calling for international accountability for the crimes
againsthumarity committed by the Burmese militaagainst the Rohingyantroduced on December 13, 2017.

40 See the'Rising Influence of Other U.N. Member Stdtegction for information on this issue.
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countr (I'srael) while ignoring coun®ries that a
Critics further maintain that theulUdidkdowthumsn
rights abusers to serve as members. Many also su
provides countries with a forum to criticize the
pr od? s s

U.S. Funding

Over the yearsdepatltedymoakewhsthaxeent, 1f any, tl
the Council. Sompp Metmbed rSulhlawefunding the Counci
proposed that the United States owittrhihboultdi oan sp r(o2p2c
from the U.N. regular budgfPMaostwbheohl ys EY2dAd17o f
throughStFFdD&20 gn Operations acts have placed co:
Council, and the Trump Admibro$@sndirdait ii forno m ulb.sS.quent
contributions to ftrlbpan BT.YN .0 l7ecl§ hhomfgtht &FwWary 10,
the Administration reports that it h*hs not yet n
Legislating to withholdaGCeeddgils yfmbmdsi ci potlhicsy ma
assessed contributions finance the entire U.N. 1
United States had previously withheld funding for
Bush Administpabvbppontwohhhel dhare of U. S. Council
budget under a law that required the Secretary c
Council was in the best mational interest of the

Al ternatives to the Council

Somebservers and pgltedymhkershbhalUnibwed States ca
objectmuvetsi fiant & r af hFEwmatnh aRip g ht%Ssple ci f i salglgeg,stt hey

that the United States focugsoitht hd Lommvitees =
addresses socamd ,c thlutmama lt airsisame*sO;t hekslouding huma

[T

“See, for instance, Brett Schaefer, Heritage Foundation,
Me mb e r March2, 2017Mi ¢ h a e 1 Or en, “Why the United States Should W
Coun Newswe&k Mar ch 10, 2017, Ambassador NCaded HumHRRIighty , “Why We’

C o u n WalllStreet Journaljune 19, 2018.

2Somewre particularly concerned with the Obama Administrat:i
in the United States UPR report. See, for instance, Brett
Uni versal Per i oaFoundaton Backgreunder NH 8350, Navember 5, 2010.

43U.S. assessed contributions to the U.N. regular budget are funded by annual State/Foreign Operations appropriations
bills through the Contributions to International Organizations (ClO) account.Y2@18, the U.S. contribution to the

U.N. regular budget is estimated at $610 million. For more information on U.N. fundingR&&eport R45208).S.

Funding to the United Nations System: Overview andcgsd Policy Issuedy Luisa Blanchfield

44 Congressional Budget Justification, Department of State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs, FY2021, p. 42.

45 Similar to current provisions, in FY2008 and FY2009 foreign operations appropriations bills, Congress specified that

none of the funds appropriated in either bill would be made available for U.S. contributions to the Council unless (1)

the Secretaryof 8tt ¢ cert i fied to the appropriations committees that
of the United St atsewas’amemberofzhe Caundibe Bush Adminidtrat®n didtnet provide

certification in FY2008 and the Unitettates withheld Council funding.

46 See, for instancRep. lleana RekehtinenMoney tal ks f or UMWamiHerld March21f o happen, ”
2011;andBr et t ShleafUerS, ‘Should Pursue an Alternat i20ld. t o t he U. N

4T The State Department reports thaCiotober 2018 itbegantoe n gage wi th the United Nations
Third Committee to address serious human rights violations
adopted resolutionsdnu man ri ghts in Burma, North Korea, Iran, and Syr
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recommend that the United States could increase
Commi ssioner for HumennRikthdependeweldxperthewlo
coumstpreyxi fi¢c and functional human rights 1issues.
addressing human rights in tthke&dJSN.PSemamenty Cou
Representative iHayl eGo ulheiclidd tt leeveSe cathre mat ic debate
issues, whtethe fdalel swian g d

The traditional view has been that the Security Council is for maintaining international
peace and security, not for human rights. | am here today assetirnpdhprotection of
human rights is often deeply intertwined with peace and security. The two things often
cannot be separaté?l.

January 2018, the Security Council met for ar
tainment bfaprohescomtseim of wi dlchddmnead de mons
autseesd t he occadhicon sBlmuemgfp pounargshptesh 1 1 € e

prese mtoanteti veers ocdu § ¢ ¢ uGosutnpcni It hqeu e st i oned whet heri
1 1 tvhiet hsicope of tsh emaSfdautréitey Comtmextl of the Tr
mini §steefsoon ftroomvitthhedrGomuncil, the State Depa
inued U. S. engageome Nt Dar &je@d monku ¢ imtegnbiem s h i |
e s sQurcgha naisz atthieomd fCoofPecati dy gmmiEwurtapa odifd
i can aSntdatoetsher multilateral institutions suc

gooo.oo'—rco:

t
i
T

s of artrlgamewitthladr @ wanle p r oaprorsye dt hael tsearmmea tlievveesl
neattenti onasont hheu Mthunmarni gkitgsht s Council, par
s the General Assembly and Security Counci
e s . Opponenthsa vef ddti h.ttelwse t tErdancalwarle cor d of mar
wtpreyc i1 fic investigations antdhaztommialiskeontsheo fpn
ternatives, the Council includes,smnihqueh emechar
mp lpaiontachWP Br ocles s
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Focus on Israel

The CBummigloing focus on Israel has continued to
addition to singling out Isragkbnads, aopbemafCoentncr
actiiomsl udingrepovniutioand, statemevhtasveb ypesnemeatodu
significant congressional interest fSrmewhat man)
Members of Congress expressed alarm regarding a
OHCHR to produce a databas e “doifr eacltll yb uasnidn eisnsd iernetce

Engagement in the U.N. General Assembly Third Committee, F
““«Remarks at a UN Security Ceghneil? TBIMNgtAprDébd®Be @0 1Huma:

“United Nations, “Security Council Discusses Deadly Protes:
PlatforminSt at e s °’ Internal Affairs,” SC/ 13152, January 5, 201 8.
50 See remarks by Michael Kozak at the Heritagefod at i on, “U. S. Withdrawal from the U
I mpact and Next Steps,” July 18, 2018.

5See, for instance, Kenneth Roth, “Nikki Haley Should Help
Foreign Policy June 5, 2017; and Testimpaf Ted Piccone, Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Subcommittee on

Multilateral International Development, Multilateral Institutions, and International Economic, Energy, and

Environmental PolicyAssessing the United Nations Human Rights Couht8" Cong., ® session, May 25, 2017.

52 Council experts are independent human rights experts with mandates to report and advise on human rights from a
thematic or countrgpecific perspective. They are often referred to as spagpbrteurs, heads of faithding
missions, or heads of commissions of inquiry, among other titles.
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enabled, fac
The United S
OHCHR publis
OHCHR woul d

Me mbers of C
Boycott Ac

-

itated and profited from®the cons
tes strongly sotpiflats.Fdbrmaryedad@l utid
d the database. Soat Ftalgaty of St at c
b lainsdh ctah el edlo commebmbth eiePjS & aniy . me mber s
ngress have aXxsHnpRop, Hds9Pd r-taled dAatt aba

t, seeks to prohibit some businesses f
efforts connecPad vti waetn AMe, ndbactrasb aosfe .Congress de mon
considerable concern with a SeptembBGeorl dZGbheCounc
Re p’oarftt er t he main author, Richard Goldhaone, an

il
t a
he
pu
0

fouandidence wlfatsieansousf vinternationall human righ
including possible war crimes, by Israel. The e
Goldstone statedomnhhusthe thporksrael woemmitted
been i¥Wcorrect

Some experts s ugsgefsooc uush aotn tlhser aCeolu nicsi lat 1l east pa
member ship BAdmpos dthecotfiiamst, members of the Organ
Cooperation (OIC) healcdc olu/n tsienag-sthdorm dat bhc€u tlCloameec o 1 ¢ s
needed to callXVdCsmpmembal sseuugiremt(ly serve on th
contend that blocs suc-Alagnt¢tleMAfemenhn GNAMp, awh
times accounyt offorCotuhnec inla jsoeraitts, tend to view eco
more important than human rights violations.

Rising Influence of Other U.N. Member

Many experts have raised comcwonk fhaitntheaHumgt
influemacwndt tbiyes that do not fully subscribe to i

53 See U.N. Human ights Council resolution 31/3@/arch 22, 2016, paragraph 17; and paragraphs 96 and 117 of
Human Rights Council Document, A/IHRC/22/63, Report of the independematitsmal factfinding mission to
investigate the implications of the Israeli settlements on the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights of the
Palestinian people throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusaleany Hel2@i1.3.

54The Trump Administrationhas stated itBrm opposition to the creation of a databaselwill not provide any

information to it. It maintains thatthba t abase falls far outside the scope of the
drainspr ecious resources that could be used tthS.promote and pr
Explanation of Votes on Item 7 Resolution$ efentbty William J. Mozdzierz, Head of the U.S. Delegation, Human

Rights Council 3% Session, March 24, 207 . ) In October 2017, the United States s
comments from current U.N. Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian Territory, Michael

Lynk, who called for economic boycotts against Israel.

%SeeSecretary of S UMN.Office dihk Highommissioner forrHuman Rights Database Report
Release Depart ment of St a tDepartmEnt df StateaGuigdance 2o,U.S2Companjes Regadding’
the UN Office of the High Commissionenfbluman Rights Database Report Relea8%e Mar ¢ch 2, 2020 .

56 For more information, seERS Report R44281srael and the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) Movement
coordinated by Jim Zanotti

57 SeeU.N. document A/HRC/12/48, Human Rights in Palestine and Other Occupied Arab Territories, Report of the

United Nations FaeFinding Mission on the Gaza Confli@eptember 25, 2009; aftichard Goldstone,

“Reconsidering the Goladrst@rnTomWashirigtan Poskprl 1, POl Irimaeditionathed W
statements and findings of Richard Falk, the Council’s pre
on Palestinian Territories Occupied since 1967, have drawn considerébisnerirom many U.S. policymakers for

apparent bias against Isra@l.October 2012thenU.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Susan Rice rejected one of

Falk’”s reports to the Council due to biNaSpecialRappgortaut at ed t hat
is “deeply regrettable and only damages the credibility of

For a discussion on the apparent 1 aCokncibSfructureang et i ti veness |
Selected Policy Issués s e ¢t i on .
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me chani s ms. Some maintain that authoritarian goyv
garner support for mnovel interpretpalteisonosf of t hes
‘nonint dafidrenceng conceptions of state sovereig
from intern¥®fTheonale Sfcamtts nmay also aim to undern
are universal and indtheyi brhdepomgexttt iag that cs
rights are subordinate to others.

Analysts view China under Xi Jinping, in partict
attempting to shape global human rdigthg si motrhms ar
Human Ri gh®Csh i'tampcmhti ve agenda with regard to I
des cr isbteadt bt ve | ofpifiiesmttt hat 1t prioritizes the 1o
opposed to civil s édoildtey sy h aigedpirdiedwd lopmieght s i
part?Ptml261%, fGhismrtsapeovnesro rseodl oHuman Ri ghts Council
instance, “Thaes comttirtilbasd i on of devel opmenndt t o t he
was viewed by some observers as saggedtomg that
devel opmen®PChiomaditasonsupported a number of other
critics argue were intended to undermine the [eg¢g
rights defenders and didcoviazgagthadppascthi ag d D1
of rights abuses by individual countries, which
internal affairs,-l edhut uanlslty abde pa Bifwoimel haaerper at i
also ewpreysg@hidsAgd r n la p2p0lo2iOn t m€ mut ise idotmb a1 t at i ve

Panelwhich playsecd ebcdndmpbadeamt tlkeeaple ctosunt ry and
human mnraingdhitfRse £ 1l ecting concern over thesl and rel
Executive Commission on China (CECC) has 71 ecomme
Congresmuwttihameamadi ghts d.itpol ocnmaocryd isnt artaet ergeys p o n s
the Chinese government wuses mulitgihltastamod Imsi nst it t

59 Authoritarian governments may view universal human rights norms as inherently threatening to their hold on power.

For example, a document allegedly circulated internally within the Chinese Communist Party (CPC) in 2013 criticized

the promot iadn voafl u“ewsn’i vaesr san attempt to weaken the CPC’s 1lea
ideological threats, including “Western constitutional dem
ChinaFile Translation,” November 8, 201 3.

Ted PiChbobme,s “Long Game on Hu ma Brodkings InstitutionSeptembler2018n i t ed Nat i

YuJie Chen, “China’s Challenge t dYUJauenal bfinternationaltaivandal Hu ma n F
Politics, vol. 51 (January 2019), pp. 1+1922

6Yu-Jie Chen, “China’s Challenge t SeenlsodiscussianéntAndeea i onal Human
Worden, “The CCP at the UN: SepsigMaicmli,2@¢9.devel opment and rig
62 The resolution, which was adopted, was opposedbythe W e d St ates for suggesting “that

permit countries to deviate from their human rights obliga
name was adopted in July 2019. Ted PhecUbneted CNanndrmsILpnl.
Document A/IHRC/RES/35/21, July 7, 2017; U.N. Docun®irtRC/RES/41/19July 17, 2019; U.S. Mission to

International Organizations in Geneva, “Explanation of Pos
the Enjoymenb f all Human Rights,” June 22, 2017.
8Ted Piccone, “China’s Long Game on Human Rights at the Un

genuine civil society participation during UPR processes concerning China and, more broadly, has repasadiypre

governments to blunt criticism of human rights conditions in China. See, for example, Human RightsSTWé&atcbsts

of International Advocacy& KLQDYV ,QWHUIHUHQFH LQ 8QLWHG ,BBpfémiesy261X,RQ 5LIKWYV OH
Human Rights Watchi; UN: China Responds to Rights Review with Threats

64 See, for examplegleanor Albert CHina Appointed to Influential UN Human Rights Council Pariehe Diplomat
April 8, 2020.The Consultative Groygomposedf five members nominateay regional groupsnakes
recommendations to tf@ouncil Presidenthrough its public reporEor more information, see
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodigsIRC/SP/Pages/BasinformationSelectionindependeBkperts.aspx
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prevent international disc®@FEbd oft otfe i Desp ®wihme mtma
reportedly c¢created a new Special Envoy position
malign influence of ChinaeadaN¥®toobhsr actors withi
Ot her governments are also viewed as having take
human rights mnorms. Russia, which was last a Corut
under mine the wuniversality dfort baasbg exdrimse y dp rcc
spectifaditi §dAa20vVabtRhwasioaed resolution that push
adopted despite oppofResohufiomsthbd Uhesedt Fpese
consistent]l y-ms npppmaretrendmebnyt sl iskvech as Egypt, Saudi
Many resolutions wultimately did not pass, but nc
broad range of other countries, including democr
countrikarematydeol ogical common ground on these n
interest of ensuring positive bilateral ties wit
basis of a combina® ion of these motivations.
These effortepwesedubyfoheml Yynited States when 1t
March 2018, prior to the U.S. withdrawal from ¢t
United States had defended the integrisy of U. N.
resblomudbnally bene™iSoimel amadystast amnd. human ri gl
have argued that the U.S. withdrawal under mines
against these actions and effectdanedlRhcseidaes spac
others contend that the United States can push &
65 CongressionaExecutive Commission on Chinapnual Report 201,9November 18, 2019.

6Colum Lynch, “U.S. State Department AppockoreignPoléyn voy to Cou:
Januvary 22, 2020pfReuteltsto“tofSSntdaskhina’s “‘malign influe

7U. N. Document A/ HRC/RES/ 21/ 3, October 9,

2 0 Jo2rnaloAl e xander

Democracyvol. 26, no. 3 (July 2015), pp. 493 ;

Gr ae me TRieild ,Va“‘l’uTersa’d ictoidee f or human

Human Rights Watch, October 17, 2012. The European Union (EU) argued in a subsequent submission to the Office of

the High Commissioner

f

or Human Ri g hitedoarcdita timeand placel i t i on al

... to introduce [this] concept into [human rights] discourse can result in a misleading interpretation of human rights

nor ms, and under mine

t h

2

eir universality. See EU submissi

Rights, Fehwary 15, 2013, dtttps://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Pages/TraditionalValues.aspx

68 Countries that have frequently voted in favor of the discussed Ghjmzorted resolutions incladBangladesh,
Bolivia, Burundi, Cuba, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates,

Venezuel a, Vietnam,

Et hiopia,

El Salvador, Iragq, Nigeria,

Human Rightsea t he United Nations.?”

®yU. S. State Department, “Key Outcomes of"SW.s$.i ohr, i”0 rMatricehs
23, 2018.

“Suzanne Nossel, “Beware the I ddoreignPolickMarch14n2917frdnees Hu ma n R
Eve, “The US withdrawal from the UNHRC is perfect for Xi
“China’s Global Threat to Human Rights,” Human Rights Wat
13 e Alterhatives to the Council” S o me ne ws tedéhat Russiaiwould seek azsgat an the Council in

the wake of the U.S. withdrawal, but it ultimately did not put forth its candidacy in the most recent election. See Jason

Le mon, “Russia Hopes to Repl acNewsweeklune20,2018J. N. Human Right s
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Figure A -1. Human Rights Council Special Sessions

Subject
Human rights situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory
Grave situation of Human Rights in Lebanon caused by Israeli Military Operations
Israeli Military Incursions in the Occupied Palestinian Territories
Human Rights Situation in Darfur
Human Rights Situation in Myanmar (Burma)
Violations Stemming from Israeli Incursions in the Occupied Palestinian Territory
Negative Impact on the Realization of the Rights to Food of the Worsening of the
World Food Crisis, Caused inter alia by the Soaring Food Prices
Situation of the Human Rights in the East of the DRC
The Grave Violations of Human Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territory including
the recent aggression in the occupied Gaza Strip
The Impact of the Global Economic and Financial Crises on the Universal Realization
and Effective Enjoyment of Human Rights
The human rights situation in Sri Lanka
The human rights situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory and East Jerusalem
Support to the recovery process in Haiti: A Human Rights approach
The situation of human rights in Cote d'lvoire since the elections on 28 November
2010
The situation of human rights in the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
The situation of human rights in the Syrian Arab Republic
The situation of human rights in the Syrian Arab Republic
The human rights situation in the Syrian Arab Republic
The deteriorating human rights situation in the Syrian Arab Republic and the recent
killings in El-Houleh
Situation of human rights in the Central African Republic and technical assistance in
the field of human rights
The human rights situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East
Jerusalem
The human rights situation in Iraq in light of abuses committed by the Islamic State in
Iraq and the Levant and associated groups
The terrorist attacks and human rights abuses and violations committed by the
terrorist group Boko Haram
Preventing further deterioration of the human rights situation in Burundi
The deteriorating situation of human rights in the Syrian Arab Republic, and the recent
situation in Aleppo
The human rights situation in South Sudan
Human rights situation of the minority Rohingya Muslim population and other
minorities in the Rakhine Sate of Myanmar
The deteriorating situation of human rights in the occupied Palestinian territory,

including East Jerusalem

Hu man

Dates
July 5-6, 2006
Aug. 10-11, 2006
Nov. 15, 2006
Dec. 12-13, 2006
Oct. 2, 2007
Jan. 24, 2008

May 22, 2008
Nov. 28, 2008

Jan. 9, 2009

Feb. 20, 2009

May 26, 2009
Oct |5-16, 2009
Jan. 27,2010

Dec. 23, 2010

Feb. 25, 2011
Apr. 29, 2011
Aug. 22, 2011

Dec. 2, 201 |

June 1, 2012

Jan. 20, 2013

July 23, 2014

Sept. 1, 2014

April 1, 2015
Dec. 17. 2015
Oct 21, 2016
Dec. 14, 2016

Dec. 5, 2017

May 18, 2018

Source: U.N. Office of theHigh Commissioner for Human Rights.

Congressional Research Service

15




The United Nations Human Rights Council: Background and Policy Issues

Aut hor Information

Luisa Blanchfield Michael A. Weber
Specialist in International Relations Analyst in ForeigrAffairs

Discl ai mer

This document waprepared by the Congressional Research Service (CRS). CRS serves as nonpartisan

shared staff to congressional committees and Members of Congress. It operates solely at the behest of and

under the direction of Congress. Information in a CRS Report shoulaerrelied upon for purposes other

than public understanding of information that has been provided by CRS to Members of Congress in
connection with CRS’s institutional role. CRS Reports
subject to copyght protection in the United States. Any CRS Report may be reproduced and distributed in

its entirety without permission from CRS. However, as a CRS Report may include copyrighted images or

material from a third party, you may need to obtain the permissgithe copyright holder if you wish to

copy or otherwise use copyrighted material.

Congressional Research Service RL33608 - VERSION 55 - UPDATED 16



