
 

 

City of Vassar Planning Grant
 

Full Mitigation Best Practice Story 

Tuscola County, Michigan
 
Vassar, MI - Located in east central Michigan, the City of Vassar is 40 miles northeast of
Flint. The City of Vassar is a small community that experiences repetitive flooding from the
Cass River. For years, this strong-minded community had shrugged its shoulders at the
flood situation. However, after repetitive flooding, the City realized that mitigation was the
best solution to maintain the City's population and create a flood-resistant community.
 
As an initial mitigation measure, the City received Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA)
funding to develop a Flood Mitigation Plan. The City hired a consultant, and the plan was written in six months. The City
Council adopted the plan by resolution on September 21, 1998.
 
The plan identified structures subject to repetitive flooding, and the City has now applied for additional FMA funding to acquire
the identified structures. The new project will include the acquisition of about 10 properties in the floodplain. The City also plans
to apply for Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) funding to acquire four additional properties, totaling approximately
$100,000. The additional benefit of the planning document is that it showed the City residents that teamwork and cooperation
can result in desirable and effective mitigation measures.
 
Standard Homeowner's insurance policies do not cover flood damage. The National Flood Insurance Program makes Federally
backed flood insurance available to homeowners, renters, and business owners in participating communities.
 

 

Activity/Project Location

Geographical Area: Single County in a State

FEMA Region: Region V

State: Michigan

County: Tuscola County

City/Community: Vassar

Key Activity/Project Information

Sector: Public

Hazard Type: Severe Storm; Flooding

Activity/Project Type: Land Use/Planning

Activity/Project Start Date: 03/1998

Activity/Project End Date: 10/1998

Funding Source: Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA)

Funding Recipient: Local Government

Funding Recipient Name: City of Vassar
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Activity/Project Economic Analysis

Cost:  $175,100.00 (Actual)

Non FEMA Cost:

Activity/Project Disaster Information

Mitigation Resulted From Federal
Disaster? Unknown

Value Tested By Disaster? No

Repetitive Loss Property? Unknown

Reference URLs

Reference URL 1: http://www.floodsmart.gov/floodsmart/pages/index.jsp

Reference URL 2: http://www.michigan.gov/

Main Points

The City received FMA funding to develop a Flood Mitigation Plan. After the City hired a consultant, the plan was written
in six months.

•

The plan identified structures subject to repetitive flooding, and the City has now applied for additional FMA funding to
acquire the identified structures.

•

The additional benefit of the planning document is that it showed the City residents that teamwork and cooperation can
result in desirable and effective mitigation measures.

•
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