Dauphin Island Hurricane Resistant Roofing
Full Mitigation Best Practice Story
Mobile County, Alabama
Dauphin Island, AL - Alabama's Dauphin Island has repeatedly experienced roofing
failures during past hurricanes. Roof failures usually lead to further interior damage from
subsequent rainfall.
After Dauphin Island was incorporated in 1989, the town adopted recommendations for
hurricane resistant roof construction. For the installation of asphalt/composite roofs, six
nails per shingle are required, and the first two courses of shingles must be cemented to
the roof underlayment. Ridges and valleys must also be cemented to the underlayment. The use of metal roofs is encouraged
where fasteners are covered by the seam and therefore not exposed to the environment.
According to the local building officials, Hurricane Georges (1998) caused only minimal damage to asphalt/composite shingle
roofing as a result of the implementation of these measures. This is a substantial benefit, because the cost of replacing a roof
is approximately $3000 to $4000. Metal roofs appeared to have sustained little damage. However, since they are relatively
new, the success of metal roofs must be further evaluated and based on longer exposure to corrosive conditions.
Standard Homeowner's insurance policies do not cover flood damage. The National Flood Insurance Program makes Federally
backed flood insurance available to homeowners, renters, and business owners in participating communities.

Activity/Project Location
Geographical Area: Single County in a State
FEMA Region: Region IV
State: Alabama
County: Mobile County
City/Community: Dauphin Island

Key Activity/Project Information
Sector: Public
Hazard Type: Flooding; Hurricane/Tropical Storm
Activity/Project Type: Building Codes
Activity/Project Start Date: 01/1989
Activity/Project End Date: Ongoing
Funding Source: Local Sources
Funding Recipient: Property Owner - Residential
Funding Recipient Name: Town of Dauphin Island
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Activity/Project Economic Analysis
Cost:

$0.00 (Estimated)

Non FEMA Cost:

Activity/Project Disaster Information
Mitigation Resulted From Federal
Disaster? No
Value Tested By Disaster? Unknown
Repetitive Loss Property? Unknown

Reference URLs
Reference URL 1: http://www.floodsmart.gov/floodsmart/pages/index.jsp
Reference URL 2: http://www.disaster-management.net/hurricane.htm

Main Points
•
•
•

After Dauphin Island was incorporated in 1989, the town adopted recommendations for hurricane resistant roof
construction, installation, and construction materials.
According to the local building officials, Hurricane Georges (1998) caused only minimal damage to asphalt/composite
shingle roofing as a result of the implementation of new measures.
Metal roofs appeared to have sustained little damage. However, since they are relatively new, the success of metal roofs
must be further evaluated and based on longer exposure to corrosive conditions.
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