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Congress has long maintained an interest in how
naming of certain Navy ships. The Navy suggests
support fomama opoNadly ship for a specific person
of the Secretary of the Navy to make their suppc
relating to ship names. Measures pasnatheby Congr
have all-obf #@mn greenssse provisions.
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Background

Navsy Aut hority and Process for Naming

Aut hority for Naming Ships

Names for Navy ships traditionally have been c¢hc
Navy, undteiron hef dtireecPresident and in accordance
For mosttefhtuheg, 1W.S. law included language expl
Navy the task of Whming frmawnNavy osphihgs Secretary
disappeared from?The dose Codeyi@ld9D5S. C. § 7292
of who has the autho#fbiuty tthoe nSaencer enteawr yNaovfy tshhei pNa,
impl itciotrigaw, given TheIhibtdatilen CobDbfSdetilienlO, w
Navy and Marine Corps.

Process for Selecting Names

In discmumasmeedgcitti on process, the Natvtdhle MNMastyory ar
ihouse office of —pndfhes sambonmailo nheiadsntdodrw sa nts h e
foll owing:

As with many other things, the procedures and practices involved in Navy ship naming are
as much, if not more, products of evolution and tradition than of legislation. As we have
seen, the names for new ships are personallyddeédiy the Secretary of the Navy. The
Secretary can rely on many sources to help him reach his decisions. Each year, the Naval
Historical Center compiles primary and alternate ship name recommendations and
forwards these to the Chief of Naval OperationsMay of the chain of command. These
recommendations are the result of research into the history of the Navy and by suggestions
submitted by service members, Navy veterans, and the public. Ship name source records

1 A law approved in 1819 (Res. of March 3, 1819, §1, 3 Stat. 538, No. 7) Stdtatlall of the ships of the navy of the
United States, now building, or hereafter to be built, shall be named by the Secretary of the Navy, under the direction of
the President of the United Statés accordance with rules specifying that ships of the first class were to be named
after states of thedon, and second and third class ships were to be named, respectively, after rivers and principal
cities and towns. A law approved in 1858 (Act of June 12, 1858, c. 153, 85, 11 Stat. 319) provided a similar rule for
“steamships of the navigxcept that tind-class vessels (those with fewer than twenty guns) were to be named by the
Secretary of the Navy as the President may direct, taking care that no two vessels in the Navy shall bear the same
name” 81531 of the Revised Statutes of 18774, citing the 819 and 1858 lawstates the following‘The vessels

of the Navy shall be named by the Secretary of the Navy, under the direction of the Présiaerdrdance with rules
similar to those above, varying slightly depending on whether the vessel whsgstap or a steamship. In 1898,
Congress passed a law (Act of May 4, 1898, c. 234, 30 Stat. 390 [appropriations for the naval services]) prescribing
rules for the naming dffirst-class battle ships and monitdrahich specified that these were to lzened after States
and“shall not be named for any city, place, or persons until the names of the States, shall have been’eXhausted.
provision did not explicitly state whose duty it would be to assigh names to vessels. Congress repealed thidrprovision
1908 as it pertained to monitors, permitting those vessels to be ffamtte President may diréctAct of May 13,

1908, c. 166, 35 Stat. 159.)

2 The reference to the Secretary of the Navy found in §1531 of the Revised Statutes b8 28 {8eerevious
footnote) is absent from the U.S. Code of 1925, which covers Navy vessel names in Title 3%63461

334 US.C. 8461463 of the 1925 U.S. Code (see previous footnote) were later recodified aS.C083292. 10

U.S.C. 87292 provides that batfikips are to bénamed for a State. However, if the names of all the States are in use, a
battleship may be named for a city, place, or perdbspecifically authorizes the Secretary of the Navydiesange the
name of any vessel bought for the N&\&/7292(c), but does not explicitly assign responsibility for ensuring that no

two vessels have the same name, §7292(a), or for naming battleships, §7292(b).
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at the Historical Center reflect the widariety of name sources that have been used in the
past, particularly since World War I. Ship nhame recommendations are conditioned by such
factors as the name categories for ship types now being built, as approved by the Secretary
of the Navy; the distribidn of geographic names of ships of the Fleet; names borne by
previous ships which distinguished themselves in service; names recommended by
individuals and groups; and names of naval leaders, national figures, and deceased
members of the Navy and Marin@@s who have been honored for heroism in war or for
extraordinary achievement in peace.

In its final form, after consideration at the various levels of command, the Chief of Naval
Operations signs the memorandum recommending names for the curréntyédding
program and sends it to the Secretary of the Navy. The Secretary considers these
nominations, along with others he receives as well as his own thoughts in this matter. At
appropriate times, he selects names for specific ships and announces them.

While there is no set time for assigning a name, it is customarily done before the ship is
christened. The shipsponsor—the person who will christen the shigis also selected and
invited by the Secretary. In the case of ships named for individuals, ahigffoade to
identify the eldest living direct female descendant of that individual to perform the role of
ship’ sponsor. For ships with other name sources, it is customary to honor the wives of
senior naval officers or public officiafs.

AJuly 29 12¢ Nawt otno tCdsn gracidsysci es and pr(ascetei ce s
next ssetcattieosn )t he foll owing:

Once a type/class naming conventjoa., a general rule or guideline for how ships of a

certain type or class are to be namisdstablifed, Secretaries caely on many sources

to help in the final selection of a ship hame. For example, sitting Secretaries can solicit

ideas and recommendations from either the Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) or the
Commandant of the Marine Corps (CMC),bmth. They can also task the Naval Heritage

and History Command to compile primary and alternate ship name recommendations that

are the result of research into the history of
Secretaries also routinely reéee formal suggestions for ship names from concerned

citizens, active and retired service members, or members of Carfgireslyy, Congress

can enact provisions in Public Law that express the sense of the entire body about new ship

naming conventions or pecific ship names. Regardless of the origin of the
recommendations, however, the final selection
informed and guided by his own thoughts, counsel, and preferences. At the appropriate
time—normally sometime aftethe ship has been either authorized or appropriated by

Congress and before its keel laying or christenitize Secretary recordiés decision with

a formal naming announcement.

July 2012 Nav@oRgpesd

f o

t h

of

On July 13, 2012, ©he s daawye7 Suebpmirfst epdn 1tioh eCcodna ¥ y d
practices f%rthenamipmg ts wiapps submitted in response

4 NavalHistory and Heritage CommapitShip Naming in the United States Navy, a c c e s s e d 6Aatgust 18,
http://www.history.navy.milirowseby-topicheritage¢ustomsandtraditionsship-naming.html

5 Department of the Navyi Report on Polies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012, p. 3

6 Department of the Navyh Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the VestheldN\afvy
undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012, 73 pp. As of February 28, 2019, the report
was posted dittps://www.history.navy.mitontentlamhhhcbrowseby-topicheritagepdf/Shipnamingreport.pdf
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" For an article providing a critical perspectiveonthe vy eport, see Norman Polmar, “Report

Fal l s SsSapawer©ctober 20126-7.
8 Cruisers named for states were nucleawered cruisers.

9 NavalHistory and Heritage CommapéShip Naming in the United States Navy, a c c e s s ed August 18, 201
http://www.history.navy.miBrowseby-topicheritage¢ustomsandtraditionsship-naming.html

10 Department of the Navy Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012, p. 10.

11 Department of the Navyy Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 22%2, p.

12 Ohio (SSBN726) class ballistic missile submarines, for example, were named for states, but one7GE$Bids
named for Senator Henfyscoopy Jackson of Washington, who died in office in 1983. Los Angeles {&8) class

attack submarines were nadnier cities, but one (SSN09) was named for Admiral Hyman G. Rickoweho served

for many years agirector of the Navis nuclear propulsion program. Ticonderoga {€G class cruisers were named

for battles, but one (C6G1) was named for Thomas S. Gata former Secretary of the Navy and Secretary of Defense.

13 Department of the Navyh Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012, p. 7.
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of Cof#EhessCRS report ¢ otnitoinnsu etso tboa snioct ec,]1 aasss enxacne
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14The report states that

the decision of the [Navy’s 1969] Riera Panel [on Navy
Congress from the destroyer naming conventisnlted in a now foudecade oldbipartisan

practice of honoring members of Congress with Iiraprds of support to the US military with

ships names selected and spread across a variety of ship types and classes. Orthodox Traditionalists

decry this development as an unwarranted intrusion of
this is a skective interpretation of the historical record. Secretaries of the Navy have been naming

ships for members of Congress nearly a centuryn order to honor those extraordinary elected

leaders who have helped to make the Nilgrine Corps Team the mostwyerful naval force in

history.

Like many Pragmatic Secretaries of the Navy before him, {fBeaoretary [of the Navy Ray]
Mabus endorses and subscribes to this special naming convention....

Objectionstofthey Secr et ary Mabus s hbrocof GongeeasmanMuriha me a s hip i n
generally fall into one of four categories. The first are Orthodox Traditionalists who naturally

complain that his selection represents a corruption of the LPD 17 naming convention. However, as

outlined above, the choice is festly consistent with the special cretgpe naming convention

that honors Legislative Branch members who have been closely identified with military and naval

affairs, which has been endorsed by Secretaries from both parties and Congress....

In summary, weile USS John P. Murtha represents an exception testadlishedPD 17

[amphibious ship] class naming convention, it is completely consistent wipéuéalcrosstype
naming convention for honoring famous American elected leaders, including both Presidents and
members of Congress with records of ldéagm service and support to the US armed forces.

(Department of the Navy Report on Policies and Practicesthe U.S. Navy for Naming the
Vessels of the Nayyndated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, g012, p
28-30. Italics as in original. See also pp. 37, 41, 42, 44, 47, 68, and 73.)

15 See, for example, Donald R. Bouchotikhe Name Gamé,U.S. Naval Institute Proceedingglarch 2000: 11411,

Norman Pol mar, “ Mi s nldS Navgl Insttute RroceedingSepiember 20@6r381; Norman
Pol mar, “Misnami n gUSNNavayInsStute Pposeedingsgbaudy 2009: 89; and Norman Polmar,
“There’s a U&tNavalinstitute Rraceeding8pril 2012: 888 9 ; Carl Forsling, “A Pl an

Navy’s Broken ShTagkanddPuposdday & 3045t ¢ m, ”

16See, forexampl&yor man P ol ma rL o t“ Tihnb).SadNavdhlnstitute’ Proceedingspril 2012: 8889,

which characterizes the namiarg tolfe t Naev StheasSeatvilfflase d aiseon acf a
namessee Department of the Naw,Report on Policies and Practicebtbe U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the

Navy, undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 204@4fp.

17 Department of the Navyh Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012, p. iii.
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“Congressional Respons-Namitwmg APboboawe¢nds Navy Ship

Attack SubmSNs hes

VirginZ7ad4)S8Nass a’tatracc kb esi mbgmanraineeseds efpotri osnt aotcecsu.r rAe
on January 8 ,Se2c0r0e9t,a rwyh eonf tthheen Na vy Dom&S5 d Winter
would be named for fZ%Annoetrh eSre neaxtcoerplthioohfim roWac mrerr e d

Be«Secretary of the Navy Names -Z44i6cDecerWbersld, 2006 SedalsDMdyanP r e s s Re
Eckstein, “SECNAV Mabus t o ©ORdplacemeatiPiogramPBoat USSiCalumbia Fi r st ORP
(SSBNS8 2 6 JSNI’NewsDecember 13,2016fhe Navy’s intent to name the first Ohi
was first reported in July 2016; see Sam LaGr 3N, “Navy Oh
News July 28, 2016Jacqueline Klimas Névy Next Sub Class toBe Named after D.C. Washington Examineduly

29, 2016 “Document: Notice to @SN NawsAUgustd, 28018 Proposed Navy

19 For more on th€olumbiaclass progam, se€CRS Report R4112%avy Columbia (SSBM26) Class Ballistic
Missile Submarine Program: Background and Issues for Condmefonald O'Rourke

20« Col umbi a-7M) 1995, Di&icenaly ofAmerican Naval Fighting Shipaccessed December 22, 2016, at
https://www.history.navy.mitesearcHiistoriesghip-historiesflanfst/columbiaviii —ssn771-.html.

2L For more on the Virgini@lass program, sé€8RS Report RL32418\avy Virginia (SSN'74) Class Attack
Submarine Procurement: Background and Issues for Congdrgd®onaldO'Rourke

22DOD News Release No. 0469, “Navy Names Virginia Clansagy8,2Wbmarine USS |
Warner served as a sailor in World War 1l, as a Marine in the Korean War, as Under Secretary of the Navy in 1969

1972, and as Secretary bEtNavy in 19721974. Warner served as a Senator from January 2, 1979, to January 3,

2009. He was a longtime Member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, and was for several years the chairman of

that committee. Winter s ighed@anametp SSKE5 1Dlnfoltls peforeithe shipwase me nt a s s
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The July 2012 Navy 71 éwlhoirlte tooa rCroinefirr edsiasvniesdstu aatlrelesy st thie
considbegydare now generally na®oOfd tdmokhlbnor of poe
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fully funded. (The ship was fully funded by the FY2010 Department of Defense [DOD] appropriatiodsRact [

3326P.L. 113118, which was signed into law on December 19, 2009.) Naming a ship almost a year before it is
funded is unusual. Winter stepped down as Secretary of the Navy on March 13f 338785 had not been named
for Warner, the 11" Congress might have had an opportunity to consider whether T®/Mhe next Fordlass carrier,

should be named for Warner. One observer hasnamnggued that i
Navy ships, “he should be honor averédyircrafhcardersfthavebeén carrier (
named for Members of Congress) or possibly the lead ship for the planned class of CG(X)-chuisext a

submarine. ” (“Nvbirsmaanmi Phogl mNaarv,yJ.SSNavalgnstituie Rrgceeadinggepriary 2009:

89.)

22DOD News Release NdIR-009-15, Ndvy Names New Virgini 1 a s s At tack SubmaAsine, ” Januart

113

discussed elsewhere in this report (see foothdt&able2, and t he sQvendew of@Gongtessionat 1 e d
Influence on Navy ShiNaming Decisions) , a pr e vi o usthedas Angeldglass submatine $SiN e
709—was named for Rickover.

For more on the Nav@RSReporhRLI2668\avy HoicexStructure ana Shipluiding Plans:
Background and Issues for Congrelsg Ronald O'Rourke

25 A total of 18 Ohiaeclass boats we built, of which 17 were named for states. (The fifth boat in the class, SS8N

was named for Senator Henry M. Jackson.) The 18 boats were all built as SSBNs; the first four boats in the class were
later converted into cruise missile submarines (S§G™8 more on the Ohiolass boats, s68RS Report R41129,

Navy Columbia (SSBR26) Class Ballistic Missile Submarine Program: Background and Issues for Conlgyess

Ronald O'Rourke

26 Department of thélavy, A Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012, p. 37.

27 For more on the CVN'8 program, seERS Report RS20648lavy Ford (CVN78) Class Aircraft Carrier Program:
Background and Issues for Congrelsg Ronald O'Rourke
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thwouldsbe named for POrsDadeamb dircdhleln, NB2v0yK2 n n e d
ounced80 htate CtVINi r dwe hi g bhEnthaeampidhse s Navy made
announcement on the syanpet dd aayi rtchraaté §i, tc adreraicetri
BmamedPCrViNg @ & hnei INtalv y s h iEp ¢ ® & mn oCd/ Hea s

ured in the FY2018 budg@et/,] f¥KIVAND i €Ken gnos ¢ s Na ¢
s , had been nameoduatc mehdwtt etrh ¢ htvmmé co 201 2,

bedrnt hnea neeudc r ent SecretarylTlhd Jtthley NaAGy2 Rdawewn
t

r t,o whoincghr ewswsh e pr Badyc Mabus was tshteatSescr et ar

S0 o s =g BB
®T < 2T o v o B
- o0 0T O O

Secretary [of the Navy Ray] Mabus values the ability to consider [aircraft] carrier names

on an individual, cagbyZase basis, for two reasons. First, it will allow a future Secretary

to name a fture fleet aircraft carrier for someone or something other than a former

President. Indeed, Secretary Mabus has a particular name in mind. With the scheduled
decommissioning of USS Enterprise (CVN 65), perhaps the most famous ship name in US

Navy history esides USS Constitution will be removed from the Naval Vessel Register.

Secretary Mabus believes this circumstance could be remedied by bestowing the
Enterprise’s storid®d name on a future carrier.

Prior to the8Ohambisntg corfc ehdMMvas hmaot named for a Pr
Member of Congressdmast tithec scratorlaniknisd ¥@8h)e, 1
which was profured in FY1967.

Destr ¢ POGs )

(@u Ol UEO

De s t rtoryaedrist i onally have Dbeen naannde dd ifsotri nfgaum osuhse dU .1
The July 2012 Navy report to Congress discusses
de st raabee immgme dd efcera s ed members of the Navy, Marin
including SecrRdeaeneexs epft itoms Nady of which i1invo
51] class?idedudeye¢he) foll owing: On May 7, 2012,
namingl DDGf or a ®¥Thvovimag H@mdaMary 23, 2013, the Nayv
that i1t wad ldambpngaDDGving person, Padl8Ilgnatius
for the late Senator Daniel Inouye, who served i

28DOD News Release Né#49-11,  “ Na v yNexWNAiraraft CarrielUSS JohrF. Kennedy May 29, 2011CVN-

79 will bethe second aircraft carrier named for Kenndthe first, C\A67, was the last conventionally powered carrier

procured for the Navy. C¥7 was procured in FY1963, entered service in 1968, and was decommissioned in 2007.
P<“Enterprise, NBowge’rse dF iAri srtc r Muf ¢t | NGwyiNews Servic®edemberclt 20022 t e d , ”

Hugh Lessig, “Navy Retires OnNewpdrnNewsDaily RresRecemteér 2, 2012We | ¢ o me An
30 Department of the Navy Report on Policies and Practices of th&SUNavy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy

undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012, p. 37.

31 CVN-68 was named for Fleet Admiral Chester Nimitz, a-fiter admiral who commanded U.S. and allied forces in

the Pacific inWorld War II. Nimitz died in 1966, the same year that Congress considered the FY1967 defense budget

that funded the procurement of C\08.

2For more on the Navy’ s de €RSrReppreRLI2p0Navy DOGEIaachDDGLHG00 g a ms , s e
Destroyer Programs: Background and Issues for Congiasfonald O'Rourke

33 Throughout this report, the terliming personmeans a person who was living at the time the name was announced.

34DOD News Release N8521 2, “Secretary oDDGtl15¢BeNNamedrhomasHudmer May s
7,2012
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died on Dec&®®meaM clh7 ,3 12 0aln2d. April 5, 2016, it was
namingl DDGfor a living per s%0Om, Jfudryme&,S &altbgr tGa
announced that -li24 wfasn gnaapmtiinsgo nDDDGHa*r vey C. Bar num

As Foefbr 2@ r30h®& Ndavnyn chvamacneedsa 1 l o-DIDGec |l ass destroyers
procur e dDEh2r%,u gthhe seco#Hd sofprtolcear rtAwhoo t hIEE Y2 it & ¢
DD&1s were procured in FY20109.

)y UOa whuhuOwl Y i@ & ix E OWW@WODOWEOO WET w21 OEUOUwW, E" ED
On July 11, 2018, Secretary of thewaMavy Richard
expanding the ndhamkn.ofS{tDhMesitgrnoayaekrldy f or Admi r al
JohnaSISEMc Cai n-10#8 §hdi snAddond ;r a l “J h&NkenCaSi.0] & T T .

1981), lodal Senanor John S. McCain IT1T1, the gr an
the son of AdmirBD&J6ohwm sS .prMc@aied, iJnr . FY1 989 and
into sdmvVvic &,oohdn9 9S4.. Mc Cain Bkl ofet hed Housa MdE mbd
Representatives from 1983 to 1987, and as a Sene
chairmanships, he was the chairman of the Senate
2015, wuntil his death onbAugant P25t y204a48di Hat wa ¢
20088 . July 12, 2018, noticthdrdPml Sewreg ary Spence

Expanding the name of USS JOHN S. MCCAIN to include Senator McCain properly
honors three generations of dedicated service to our Navyatiwh. Admiral John S.
McCain (18841945), served as a distinguished carrier task force commander of World
War Il. Admiral John S. McCain, Jr. (1911B81), served as the former Commaniter
Chief, U.S. Pacific Command. Senator John S. McCain I, cosdittiie legacy of service

as a Naval Aviator during the Vietham War. As a prisoner of war, McCain represented our
nation with dignity and returned with hondr.

FrigaaFEG&[ X] s)

The Navy in 2017 initiated a newaprdarsam, fc 2101 e ¢
guidthedsile frigates (FFGs) The Navy wants to pr

35DOD News Release No6%13, Ndty Names Next Two Destroyerdlay 23, 2013

%¥General Dyna miNavyApards General ByhamicssBath Irofi Works $644iti for Construction
of DDG 51 Class Destroyer” Mar ch 31, 2016, a namingRasyoyee dfteFormat Mithigans s, “ Na vy
Senator Carl Levin Military Times April 5, 2016.

37«Secretary Mabus Names Destroyer for Medal of Honor Recjpignt NNews Bervice, July 28, 2016.

%Richard V. Spencer, SecNav notice 5030, July 12, 2018, “N.
“VIDEO: Sen. John McCain Added to De s heUSNINewsduly Na mes ake Al o
2018. See also the press release entitled “U.S. Navy Names
accessed July 12, 2018 htps://www.mccain.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2018&havy-namesship-afteru-s-
senatofiohnrmccainCa i t 1 in Doornbos, “McCain Joins FathStars and Grandf ¢
and StripesJuly 11, 2018. See alsSoVI DEeOnn. SJohn Mc Cain Added to Destroyer’ s Na
Gr and fUdSNhNews, July 11, 201 8; Ken Moritsugu (-Basedociated Press
Destroyer to NayTinesdulylM20€8 i n, ”

For additional biographicaledt ai 1 s on John S. McCain IT1T1, EncyclepediaJ ohn Mc Cai n,
Britannica, updated May 23, 2018, accessed July 12, 2018ty //www.britannica.com/biography/JoMcCain.

S e e dohrsSoMcCain lll: A Brief Navy Biography” Naval History and Heritage Comman
2017, accessed July 12, 2018htips://www.history.navy.mil/browsby-topic/people/profilesn-duty/profilesin-
duty-vietnam/johns--mccainiii/john-s--mccairniii --a-brief-navy-biography.html.
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second in FY2021, and the remai-RY2@BAGS odt a rat e
February 28, 2019, the Navyttiasd mloadanmendh omenw ecdl aas
s hiPprsevious classes of U.S. Navy frigates, 11ke
naval leaders and heroes.

Littoral Combat Ships (LCSs)

Littoral Com¥Pwe¢r Shapsf{LLCS4E)ame &li f dteasrdych § mami d

ot her U. S.*“"The mmurmiismeige sl at er adjusted to regional
and communities. oAm Rebkrwparnyypynl b,ccuGlr2,d when t he
was nhif8ffgor former ReprGisfeffidtradtsi.ve Gabriell e
Anot her exception occurred on Feprasas yc@Bfer2dnde
with Australian Prime Minisdaeriw®Muldobm Tumebull,
Canbgrva HMAEww ndbf¢ DB,3 )an Austnamednforuthercapita
Austtrhadiafought alongside®n8. wNavyclibrkted aW6ttd
damaged by Japanese attack 1in tThhee BNaatvtyl eh aosf S a v c
identified th€CaldKédnntdBOCMWe pneamedus U.S. Navy ship,
cruleesdb¢CADH), which served from 1943 to 1947 an
simidamdd 1 nHMbABonrb dhrea ¢ 1is HMA&aw btk ubWr@de)nt a n
amphibious assagobpteshcpr¢iee), tahnadt neonw esrecerdv esse ravsi
the flagship ofThhes Aus aXxth dmmd fInGX §s haring the s
will presumdW]l . BotC—whHBovbWEedmdt more than one ves
t hevyNamay have "thHhec asiamS l1@fag 7292t atute governing
of U.S. Navy ships and L02 is not a U.S. Navy stk
As Foefbr 2@ r 30 1tOShe Navegr hadnnpaometse dfl o dpC Sts hIrOSu g h

30, pLICuSs2L C84,L CSS 6 , aBBTHL&LSNavy also announced on O
that one additional LCS would be namewditar Cleve
LCS would refeive this name

A total ofe DPrebhCHPy otkaavr ed t hr oLuCgSh3 (FLY23021,9 .3 4,n Zd.d i
an3d8, the Navy haLLSi dae3nltLiCHise do ft hFee b3rSuary 28, 201

39 For more on the FFG(Xrogram, se€RS Report R4497Navy Frigate (FFG[X]) Program: Background and

Issues for Congresby Ronald O'Rourke

40 For more on the LCS program, SERS Report RL3374Navy Littoral Combat Ship (LCS) Program: Background

and Issues for Congredsy Ronald O'Rourke

41 The Navy named LG3 and LCS2 FreedomandIndependencgeespectively, after multiple U.S. cities with these

names.

42DOD News Release N096-1 2 Navy‘Names Littoral Combat Ship Gabrielle GiffordBebruary 10, 201ZFor the

Navy’s discussion départmeniof theaNawhi Report an Palidies and Practices of the U.S.

Navy for Naming the Vesselstbé Navy undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012,

pp. 3334.

“Richard R. Burgess, “President Trump NaSeapowelfebruary LCS for W
23, 2018.

44 Source for LCS30 as the LCSinquestioli ¢t i onary of American Nava30)Fighting Sh
accessed April 23, 2018.

45In between D33 and L02, there was dtfddAS Canberral FFG 02), a frigate that served 1in
1981 t02005.

%®See, for exampl ElevelahdReckstNawyNamesNel kittoralCombatShip after OhioCity,
Navy TimesOctober 9, 2018.
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listed by the Navy as having no name. The Navy d
beyond the 35 thhf hewaddbRB€iospzoeupedcured beyon
have been p3rlocwirleld ,beLGShe 1 ast L &GS Ocot obbee rn a9me d .

201 8, announcement t hat one additionadi LICS woul c
the Navy will If amm&h &S

Amphi bi ous As(slathAst) Shi ps

Amphibious (alLsHsAasumhti cshh ilposeski zleidk ea inreadriaufnbe cagr i er s |,
named f orbaitnmploerst ainnt whi ch U. S. ,Maandn efsorplfaaymodu sa

earlier U. S. Natv yn asnheidp sfhoerh dbtavtytelacasnnalnced on J unc
t hat ©LHM& fcilrassts amphiwadwlid hsmamihead s hmp previous
used for an a6 6r)crtahfatt csaerrrvieed (n”CVilhe Navy from 19
announced, oh0 M2 y¥7 ,t htate LsHeAcond ship iImipheéhel ass,
location of famous Mar i nThbea tNtalveys riena ftfhier nfeidr stth ik
selection with a more forfH@d NaowomhmerN&&wnyt2 ®h6 Maty
announced that the OhiwdldBbpgnamelié/ ¢bxzad,i ohHA:
famous World War 11*® campaign in the Pacific.

Amphi bi ou6LBDPs ps

San Ant ohi) (LPDs amphibious shipsamde being nan
communwittile smaj or being defined as being one of t
sthard cities and communit i eAsn aetxtcaecpktei do no no cSceuprtreen
April 23, NOVY9,awhenhectwdsihBmhiatdBip in the clas
for the late Repr eS8Annottahteirv ee xJcochpnt iPo.n Mucrct thrar.e d o n
the Navy announced-22t9ha®%ki pwasn ©NheGaptadiPD for

Richard M. Mc € o otl hyee diMe alfa vwhoonor for hiandctions i
later served 1in th.@AsKReberaZng ra3n0ditO%e ¢e Naam Wads not

announcedL®PDBamechifchr was famdledhsi ahFY¥201th,e first
new version,LPId7 fdlighe¢, dedilg7h ekclail gdhetd Itlh ed eLsPiDg n .

Oi 1 d TAOs)

On Januagtyh8@,cre®lacy of the NavyhRaWaMgbus annou
oilers, previously knowipeopl EAGWhX) sf,o uwihltl fboe ma n
human "Pdaghttshat the fir236065shwhiich whse ptassredAD

47DOD News Release N847-1 2 Secrétary of the Navy Announces LHA 7 Will Be Named USS Triptiay 4,

2012 The nameTripoli was previously used for an amphibious assault ship {L&Hhat served in the Navy from

1966 to 1995, and for an escort carrier (C&84 that served in the Navy from 1943 to 1946

B« SECNAV Formally Nawbdews SERiSSuiB2,2¢4.1 i , ~

W<« SECNAV Names Next AmpNavy NewsoServicdlavermbend,12016.S hi p, ”

50DOD News Release N829-10, “ Na v yAmphibious Ship For Congressman John Murtt#goril 23, 2010

For the Navy’s di s cus sDepartment df the NavysRepor oniPaligies antl Bractices,of s ¢ e
the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Nawgfated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13,
2012, pp28-30. For a recent news report about the naming of thisshipe Dan Lamot he, “As Anger St
Navy Christening t Washiig®rSPogMarchn20,2015. Mur t ha, ”

51 For more on the LPEL7 Flight Il program, seERS Report R43543Javy LPDB17 Flight Il (LX[R]) Amphibious

Ship Program: Background and Issues for CongrbgsRonald O'Rourke

2Valerie Insinna, “Navy to Name NeDefense@ailydanuant7i20i6:40i 1 ers for
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will be named for Rdthehsmsttattiownea ¢ hanrtsen tdlayw i s .
referred to 203phal Leewi N pAWaet s 2T O ophood
LewdlIsa hs*s .

OnJuly 2816, it was waewpdoantee dt hteh aste ctohned Nahvryou gh s i
class (i.e., TAOs 206 through 210) for Harvey Mi
and Soj ourrensepre tTArliuvtehl ye s e names were later posted
ships.

Dry Cargo and AmtmTAKES pn Ships

The NadWwgwis and €ClhackagTAKBrgo and ammunition s
famous American expl oms.erlshe tNaaviyl balnanzoeurnsc, e da nodn pQ co
that '‘5heplB8n the class was being nanfd@éefor the c
Navy announced on M&hip8,in20@hlk, ctlhhasts twhharlld4 be n:
activist CTesar Chavez

Expeditionarpy rRass t( EIPrFasn s

Expeditionary Fast Transpor tJsoi(nEtP FHi)gh wShpiecehd whWerse
(JHSVswhi cabndunt il May 2011 were being procured b
were atmé€dr §ort rAametrsi caanhdn vihelcucensber r 20@9 , EPHe na mi
was changed to small U.S. cities. At some point

wa s ad]usted t o s ma®lAls HdeftSr. 2 @cri 3t 0i heBs MNdpvdys ¢ ednt i e s .
namesalflo®PFEFd Ar whghh was praociBPFdswi hukded 16y
Congress in FW20IB8yndad bhyld@ongress in FY2019.

B«Secretary of the NaweylRay sMaldawydNewdSendcdanuary 6, 2016. R

54 For more on the John Lewtdass program, se€eRS Report R4354@&avy John Lewis (TAQO5) Class Oiler
Shipbuilding Program: Background and IssdesCongressby Ronald O'Rourke

%Sam LaGrone, “Navy to Name Ship USNINewsJuly:28,2018 Seelalsos Act i vi st
“Document: Notice to CongresUSNIbDews 8APgopossdsd NavV§g. SE¢p &Nhsne
to Name NextJohnLewi€ 1 ass Oiler After Civil and Human Rights Leader
“Secretary of the Navy Names Newest NavydNews SRvicgugustni s hment Oi
17, 2016. The first six ships in the s$aare being procured under a block buy contract.

56 DOD News Release N@88-09, “ Na v yShipNAfter Eivil Rights Activist Medgar EversOctober 9, 2009

For the Navy’s discussion of t hiARepodoniPoligeandPraciicessof s ee Depar
the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Nawgfated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13,

2012, pp21-22.

57DOD News Release Nd20-11, “ Na vy Nor@ivilsRigltshActipistCesar Chavez May 18, 2011For the

Navy’s discussion of this na nfNReportanPalidiesand Practices ofthe P.8.r t ment o f
Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Nauydated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012,
pp.22-24. ANo vember 29, 2016, news article states the foll owing:
[then-Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus] said [referring to General Dynamics National Steel and Shipbuilding

Company (GD/NASSCO) of San Diego, CA, the beildfthe TAKE1 ¢l ass ships]. “They were the
recommended it because 85 percent of the shipyard workers
Navy Sec. Mabus Leaves [ mp rMilitary.com Nov@mbér 2920il6e)s , Ship Acquisit: i

58 Department of the Navy Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 201218p. 18
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Expeditionary TranspBxpe®dDdotkenbsEFDSpaaBdses

The NeawlhxpeditionDoygkTrlg EsSyPbadEd&xk pedi tionary Sea B
(ESSB and) hi whech wereMpbiclvda ohaddi omg 1l Rdemmdd f or m ( ML |
Afloat Forward StagengeBasbkeasi wghAFnSaBme)d for f amous
places of ihfiisctaonrciec atld wbi.gonf Mbheswee s hi ps have been
per s&88, wh incahmévwda3d een nandéd ,ESvBhi ch was mnamed for H
“Wo odWi 1 1.1 a ms

On Nove mbeSre cér,e t2al0rly7 ,of t he Navy RitchhidalSd Spencer
(ESSB, which was pwovuelia enda mend FfY2r0 1Marine Corps Vi
Medal of Honor r eMigue h*1Tkhdi ash kwea 3sC oSkpiperonsrctaclra nn oun c e d
naming of A fNauvryt hs-hBi8pBy p ES Bur ¢adnad nf i F Y200 1®8E S B

procur ed Nanv yF Yp2l0aln9s. calls for procuring a total

AspecNavegfShi p Names

State Names Nootn gUsTePdmeitn ciwHQUHY

I't has been a hamegdtefrmh sawheiernecied asshmipsss i oned ser vic
with the NavyWhsl eomheteassehno rule requiring ¢t}
names for ships, to choose states for which the
state has been in hembavyi ased s<ombiade awistelt ,t a d-
ship for a certain state may choose to point out
transpired since a ship named for the state has
combat asset

In its annAopuncle me3nfth 200fN2 vy yt waVsi rgamammg atd lhe s

s ubma3SiNse s786 tthoadnddgmho7%Q Washington, Colorado,

respe,dthievedlepart ment “NofneDewffe mesBhee hshtsavtheadd,t at s hi p n a
it for more than 49 years. The most recent to se
decommissionleddeBT h’e Ot ubpe?2012 Nawyatepothet6olbaos

“Before deciding onorwhtiheh fniaviee sfSarbonragreihneeyst|[,pf t he
Navy Ray] Mabus asked for a Ilist of State names
Naval RPgister

In 1its announcement of November 19, 201 2, t hat t
submar i-7n%1 SfSoNr Del aware, t he tlheSppacrrtenteanrty oMa bDuesf eans
sayiIntg,has been too long sincel e&bB®r.e has been a

A NavySeNewvisce articdeSapoeambe¢hel NavI014, announc.
Virginia class -Z292awks shbmaginem88Nfioy iVermbat s

¥“SECNAV Spencer Names N e MavyiNewsSenicélavember 4, 20178 Sam LdGaone,
“Spencer Names First Ship as S E C N A USNANewstNovenher 6, 20Gla m Wa r Mar i

60DOD News Release N0. 2642, “Navy Names FiApritl3,8@2% Submarines, ”

61 Department ofhe Navy,A Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2882, p.

62DOD News Release N814-12, Setretary of the Navy Ray Mabus NamesNlegt VirginiaClass Submarine USS
Delaware with Dr. Jill Biden as the Sponsdiiovember 19, 2012
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first ship named for Ver montr moinntc ewals920[ , ] when
decommi ¥¥%5ioned.

A NavySeNewisce articdeOabomb@dth@uiNawsment that the
class attack/ 9s3u bwmasr ibneei ngSMamed for UOSegon state
Oregwas a battleshipgpsbaent theo Spahos lhieAspeerdo t an Wa
destroy Adimi fdleefCe mundrMme rtita@a nPMWMakippitneer for med
in Manila Bay and off Lingayen Gulf, served as a
Vi g%*n .

A NavySeNdws article dboauartyhd9NafP16, announcem
class attack8O0slubwmaasr ibneei nS§gS M a“Theed ffuotru rlet alhS Ss tUat tachd ,w
the second naval vessel to bear -3tl ks na me ; the fi1
commi s sioned ionn gl,9 1lhlo morda thlaedhtail ke ciom dsuecrt i incge a nt i
gunnery exercisedl imasPesatrdudartbypora tBBrpedo and ¢
stages of the Japanese attakkffom DheehMbey ¢cadct
13, 1944 and received a battle star for her ser\
The Nawywy ming announeemermst ss utbamma r Vinregsi nhiaave 1 e duce
states for which several decadeast eh ahch dp abseseend isni n c
commi ssioned service with the Navy as a combat a
cu

rrently under construction. This group used tc
Montana, dbittbsVingitmniadves mbmabieereas nhmed for these
Virgcilnasas attamalmi mgbmammiomdic dAme Nbvémpbe2012; 2012;
September 18, 2014, October 10, 2014; and Septer

As shdwblLient he three states for whichsithee most t
ship named for the state has been in commissione
fomrhi ch no ship ETwrtrlemtt lyamewmder construction, ar
Okl a hosm¥oefbr 1@ r 3,0 1i9%t e s e Weyhenaanr s s ince the decommi
on December 16, KU 2 I ,BBolf) ,t hteheebsamhotpltems dhhepd st ant e

of Kanwaisn thammi ssioned service. with the Navy as

As discussed earlier 1n tshtea rsteicntg oanr oounn d uH ¥20 2f20,r
mi ght run out of -csltaastse bnoamnkessq ufeomrtd Ve rngiignhita need t
amend th-el ¥s5 5 gnmihaengg nr umacki ng a series of except:

63« SECNAV Na mecsl aVisr gSiunbinma r i nNayy N&s Servig@eptenber 1.8, 2014,

64« Secretary of the Na v-ClasR3upmaMaeb ulsS SN aChreesg oVhi,r”g iNaivay Ne ws Ser v
10, 2014.

5«“Secretary of the Nav-¢l Ray BaNauydNews Sanvicdanusry 19¢2016.iB81
was decommissioned on September 5, 1944, and then struck from the navy record on Nb¥ehézet.
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Table 1. State Names That Have Not Been Used in a Long Time

Most recent ship named
State for that state Notes

Kansas The battleshigkansa¢BB The Littoral Combat Shifansas Ci().CS22), named for the
21), decommissioned in adjacentities of Kansas CityMissourj and Kansas City, Kans&s
1921 under constructionLCS22 was procured in FY2015 and is schedul
to enter service in FY2019. Its name was announced in July 2015
then-Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus.

Arizona The battleshipArizongBB-  BB-39 was decommissioned on December 2941, following its
39), decommissioned 1941 sinking in the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1¢
BB-39 now serves as a memorial.

Oklahoma The battleshigOklahoma BB-37 was sunk in the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on Decerr
(BB37), decommissioned ir 7, 1941. The ship was raised and surveyed. It was found to be too
1944 economical to repair, and was decommissioned in 1944. The attac
submarineOklahoma Ci{{sSN723) entered service in 1988 and will

reach the end of its 3§ear expected service life in 2021.

Source: Table prepared by CRS, based on datBlaival Vessel Registentp://www.nvr.navy.mil/ The Navy

statesthatLC® 2 is named for oOthe | arge citief2i)ne§ddihcscouri and
September 14, 201Gt https://www.history.navy.mi#searchiistoriesshiphistoriesanfsk/kansasity-iifi Ics

22-.html)

Shi Named for Living Persons

The Navy historically has onl ynerdatrihemlgyu gnhaomietd tshhii sy
CRS rpposobhs who were living afTheh®Natvymstahednart
February 2012 that

The Navy named several ships for living people (ex. George Washington, Ben Franklin,
etc.) in the early years of our Republic. The Naval History and Heritage Command
(NHHC) believes that the last ship to be named by the Navy in honor of a living person
prior to [the aircraft carrier]CARL VINSON (CVN-70) was the brig JEFFERSON
(launched in April 1814). Between 1814 and November 18, 1973, when President Nixon
announced the naming of CARL VINSGRINHHC does not believe that any ships had
been named for a limg person by the Navy as NHHC does not have records that would
indicate sucl’

The July 2012 Navy report to Congress, noting a
above passage, states that

the practice of naming ships in honor of deserving Amasaa naval leaders while they

are still alive can be traced all the way back to the Revolutionary War. At the time, with

little established history or tradition, the young Continental Navy looked to honor those

who were fighting dreedomaConkequently,&aorga Washingtoni ¢ a ” s
had no less than five ships named for him before his death; John Adams and James
Madison, three apiece; John Hancock, two; and Benjamin Franklin, one.

The practice of naming ships after living persons was relgto@nhmonplace up through
1814, when a US Navy brig was named in honor of Thomas Jefferson. However, after the
War of 1812, with the US Navy older and more established, and with the list of famous
Americans and notable naval heroes growing ever longepraiceice of naming ships after

66 Although President Nixon announced on November 18, 1973 that TvMould be named for Carl Vinson, as
shown inTable 2, the name apparentiyas officially given to the ship on January 18, 1974.

67 Navy information paper dated February 28, 2012, provided to CRS by Navy Office of Legislative Affairs, March 1,
2012.
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living persons fell into disuse. Indeed, the only exception over the next 150 years came in
1900, when the Navy purchased its first submarine from its still living inventor, John Philip
Holland, and Secretary of the Navy JdbnLong named her USS Holland (SS 1) in his
honor....

[In the early 1970s], however, Department of the Navy leaders were considering the name

for CVN 70. Secretary of the Navy John Warner knew tH& ®8ngress had introduced

no less than three bills omendments (none enacted) urging that CVN 70 be named for in

honor of Carl Vinson, who served i1in the House for
ofthe TwoOcean Navy.” Although Secretary Warner felt
than worthy of a ship naepthe former Congressman was still alive. Naming a ship for this

giant of naval affairs would therefore violate a 4@&&r old tradition. After considering

the pros and cons of doing so, Secretary Warner a
to name CW 70 for the 96year old statesman. President Nixon readily agreed. Indeed, he

personally announced the decision on January 18, 1974....

In hindsight, rather than this decision being a rare exception, it signaled a return to the
Continental Navy traditiorof occasionally honoring famous living persons with a ship
name. Since then, and before the appointment of current Se¢retarthenrSecretarypf

the Navy Ray Mabus, Secretaries of the Navy have occasionally chosen to follow this new,
“ol d t r anding tships in honor of still living former Presidents Jimmy Carter,
Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush, and Gerald R. Ford; Secretary of the Navy Paul Nitze;
Navy Admirals Hyman G. Rickover, Arleigh Burke, and Wayne E. Meyer; Senators John
C. Stennis and JohWarner; and famous entertainer Bob Hope. Moreover, it is important
to note that three of these wi&hown Americans-Gerald R. Ford, John C. Stennis, and
Bob Hope—were so honored after Congress enacted provisions in Public Laws urging the
Navy to do so. B its own actions, then, Congress has acknowledged the practice of
occasionally naming ships for living persons, if not outright approved of it.

In other words, while naming ships after living persons remains a relatively rare

occurrence-about three per dade since 19761t is now an accepted but sparingly used

practice for Pragmatic Secretarigs the Navy] of both parties. For them, occasionally

honoring an especially deserving member of Congress, US naval leader, or famous

American with a ship name sbat they might end their days on earth knowing that their

life’s work is both recognMaredCorpsdeamandn or ed by Ame
that their spirit will accompany and inspire the Team in battle, is sometimes exactly the

right thing to dd®®

Ash ewnTaibil, e since the-7flafaipng Cef U CVANRsWlbanS stn 197
military ships have beleinvinmgneat ftolre pteir meo ntsh evhma w
Ei gohft 2t0h e @ @ n o ubnectewdeaennu a rayn d2 OMa2r,c hi n2c0llu6d i ng t hr e e
announced inn2e@dRc adldhef onodslté .r ecent 1instance occ
2018, when the Navy announced t haJtohint. wa s Mcx(paainnc
(DD%H6), originally named f-d®4Admiamal AHmhnma$. J Mda
Mc Cain, -1J9r81)6b9tiohcallude Senat@©OFod othmr tShe Mcdiad ammu d d
this naming actiomn mame s hfeoraddsiteroyercs.ln

68 Department of the Navy Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. NaviNfiming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2013, pp. 7
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Table 2. Ships Since 1973 Named for Persons Who Were Living at the Time

Year
Age of ship

person Fiscal entered

when year ship oristo
Hull Date name name was was enter

Ship type number Ship name announced announced procured service
Aircraft carrier CVN-70 Carl Vinson 1/18/1974 90 FY1974 1982
Attack submarine SSN709 Hyman G. Rickover 5/9/1983 83 FY1974 1984
Destroyer DDG-51 Arleigh Burke 11/5/1982 81 FY1985 1991
Aircraft carrier CVN-74 John C. Stennis 6/23/1988 86 FY1988 1995
Sealift ship TAKR-300 Bob Hope 1/27/1994 90 FY1993 1998
Aircraft carrier CVN-76 Ronald Reagan 2/2/1995 83 FY1995 2003
Attack submarine SSN23 Jimmy Carter 4/8/1998 73 FY1996 2005
Destroyer DDG-94 Nitze 1/10/2001 93 FY1999 2005
Aircraft carrier CVN-77 George H.W. Bush 12/9/2002 78 FY2001 200
Destroyer DDG-108 WayneE. Meyer 11/29/2006 80 FY2004 2009
Attack submarine SSN785 John Warner 1/8/2009 81 FY2010 2015
Expeditionary transport ESD2 John Glenn 1/4/2012 90 FY2011 2014

dock
Littoral Combat Ship LCS10 Gabrielle Giffords 2/10/2012 41 FY2012 2017
Destroyer DDG-116 Thomas Hudner 5/7/2012 87 FY2012 2017
Destroyer DDG-117 Paul Ignatius 5/23/2013 92 FY2013 2018
Oiler TAO-205 John Lewis 1/6/2016 75 FY2016 2020
Expeditionary Sea Base shif ESB4 +HUVKHO ":RR( 1/14/16 92 FY2014 2018
Williams

Destroyer DDG-120 Carl Levin 3/31/16 81 FY2013 2020
Destroyer DDG-124 Harvey C. Barnum Jr. 7/28/16 75 FY2016 2021
Destroyer DDG-56 John S. McCain 7/11/2018 81 FY1989 1994

Source: Compiled by CRS. Source for dates when names were announced forT@MNrough DDG108:
Navy Office of Legislative Affairs email to CRS, May 1, 2012. Sources fomdarshames of ships after DDG
108 were announced: Navy announcements and news accounts on the naming of those ships.

a. This was the date that President Reagan announced that the ship would be named for Stennis. The Navy
officially named the ship for Stenmis December 19, 1988.

SSN23 was originally procured in FY1992. Its procurement was suspended, and then reinstated in FY1996.

c. OnJuly 11, 2018, the Navy announced that it was expanding the name of the desimbye!S. McCain
(DDG-56), originally nameaf Admiral John S. McCain (188445) and Admiral John S. McCain, Jr. (1911
1981), to also include Senator John S. McCain Il
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Four [past U.S. Navy] ships have beemed for Confederate officers: the [ballistic missile
submarine/attack submarine] USS Robert E. Lee (S8BN/SSN601]) [commissioned

1960; decommissioned 1983], the [ballistic missile submarine] USS Stonewall Jackson
(SSBN634) [commissioned 1964; decarissioned 1995], the [submarine tender] USS
Hunley (AS31) [commissioned 1962; decommissioned 1994], and the [submarine tender]
USS Dixon (AS37) [commissioned 1971; decommissioned 1995]. H. L. Hunley built the
Confederate submarine that sank with him @arld before it engaged in combat. A

subsequent Confederate submarine was built and named for him. Commanded by George

Di x on,

[sloop-of-war] USS Housatonic in February1864.

t he

CSS Hunley

carri

ed out

t he

Curmently in the fleet is the [Ticonderoga (€&43) class Aegis cruiser] USS

Chancellorsville (C& 2 )

[ commi s sioned

19897,

named

Of ficers

foll owing:

worl d’ s fi

for Lee’ s
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Uu. S. Ar my . Chancellorsville also was the battle
Jackson was nmtally wounded by friendly fire.

The purpose of erecting monuments and naming U.S. ships after Confedenag¢esies
of the United Statesseems to be to recognize their perceived status as noble warriors
rather than to remember the cause for which they dvage: the dissolution of the United

States to preserve the “peculiar institution” of
shared by millions of Americans who see the monuments to Confederates as glorifying,
even justifying tnhlaveneritofhumans.a use” and the e

Other ships have been named for enemies [of the United States], probably because they

were considered “noble warriors” too. [ The balli:
(SSBN628) [commissioned 1964; decommissioned 1%9&hd [the larbor tug] USS

Osceola (YTB129) [commissioned 1938; sold for scrapping 197@lre named after

American Indian leaders who fought wars against the United States.

RegardChegndt¢ b k,/] otrhsev iNalvey states that the cruiser

The first U.S. Navy shipnamed for a Civil War battle fought just south of the

Rappahannock and Rapidan Rivers in Virginisb(May 1863). Gen. Robert E. Lee, CSA,

who led the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia, held Gen. Joseph Hooker, USA, who

commanded the Union Army and patment of the Potomac, in position while Lt. Gen.

Thomas J. Jackson, CSA, enveloped the Union right flank, surprising and rolling up the

Federal’s r1ight. Lee’s victory, combined with th
Vicksburg, Miss., promptedthe@Sait h> s t hrust into Pennsylvania that
the pivotal Battle of Gettysburg.

An August 16, 2017, press report states the foll

As America churns through a bloody debate over the place Confederate monuments occupy
in the modern day Ured States, a Navy cruiser named in honor of a Confederate Civil
War victory is unlikely to see its named changed, a service official said Wednesday
[August 16].

The guidedmissile cruiser Chancellorsville [G&] was commissioned in 1989 and
derives its nme from an 1863 battle considered to be the greatest victory of Confederate
Gen. Robert E. Lee....

69 There were also earlier Navy ships named Tecumseh, includif$Ta harbor tug placed into service in 1943,
renamed Olathe in 1962, and removed from service in 1975; a tug originally Eahwadd Luckenbacthat was
completed in 1896, acquired by thawy, renamed Tecumseh, and placed into service in 1898, and then served for
various periods, going repeatedly into and out of commission, from 1899 into the 1940s; and a Union Navy monitor
that was commissioned in 1864 and sunk in battle later that yaasa@onfederate forces.

Primary sourceDictionary of American Naval Fighting Shipsccessed October 27, 2017, at
https://www.history.navy.mitesearcHiistoriegship-historiesfdlanfs.html

0 There were also earlier Navy ships named Osceola, includirg7ZA@in armed tug commissioned in 1898,
recommissioned in 1911, and struck from the Navy in 1922; a monitor originally named Neosho that served in the
Union Navyfrom 1863 to 1865, was renamed Vixen in 1869, was again renamed Osceola later in 1869, and sold in
1873; and a gunboat in the Union Navy that was commissioned in 1864 and decommissioned in 1865.

Primary sourceDictionary of American Naval Fighting Shipsccessed October 27, 2047,
https://www.history.navy.mitesearcHiistoriesship-historiesdlanfs.html

“Ear 1 J . Cdifederaté Moniuments At S&d2.S. Naval InstituteBlog, June 15 2017. See also Geoff
Zi e z u 1l Meetithe NavyshipsNamed inHonor of the ConfederacyRavy TimesAugust 15, 2017.

2« Chancell €2)s1989, | Dictonaty 6fGmerican Naval Fighting Shipsccessed October 27, 2047
https://www.history.navy.mitesearcHiistoriesship-historiestlanfst/chancellorsville—cg-62—1983.html.
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But a Navy official speaking on the condition of anonymity Wednesday said that even
though the Chancellorsville is named after a Confederate victory, the cames from a
battle, not an individual, and soldiers on both sides died.

The weeklong battle resulted in major casualties for both sid&3,000 Confederates and
17,000 Union troops, according to the National Parks [sic: Park] Service.

The Navy officiald i d s ay, however, that there remains
altered.

The predominance of gray in the ship’s cres

a c¢ch

t S P

spectacular military strategies and his dominanceg

webste.

An inverted wreath also me mbestiknownigeneral, t he Confede

Stonewall Jackson, who was mortally wounded in the battle.

While the rupture of the country during the Civil War is reflected in the crest, it also

(8] 2

featur es dJearc ktsoo n“’psr eosrs o n .

“Maybe tha-lookingsataworretcho irreg, ” Ther offiZfifiine aliidne “”

Shi ps Named Several Years Before They Were P

In recent years, the Navy on a few occasions has
ships were procured. Although announcing a name
prohibited, doing so could deprive a future Secr
Administration) of the oppocaoawmlnd tayl stoo ddepreicte aCa
an opportunity to express 1ts sense regarding poc
assigning a name to a ship that eventually 1s nc
be viewed as rpaostseinmtgi atlol yt heembNaarvy. As noted earl:i
Congress states the following:

At the appropriate time-normally sometime after the ship has been either authorized or
appropriated by Congress and before its keel laying or christetivgSecretary records
his decision with a formal naming announcenént.

At the end of the above passage, there 1s a
foll owing:

Although there is no hard and fast rule, Secretaries most often name aesh@oafress

has appropriated funds for its construction or approved its future construction in some
way—such as authorization of either block buys or mydiar procurements of a specific
number of ships. There are special cases, however, when Secretaribsir discretion to

name ships before formal Congressional approval, such as when Secretary John Lehman
announced the namesake for a new class of Aegis guided missile destroyers would be
Admiral Arleigh Burke, several years before the ship was eithathorized or
appropriated?®

BGeoff Ziezulewicz, “Navy Official: Ship MNawdimdonoring
August 16, 2017.

74 Department of the Navy Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but tramsitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012, p. 3.

75 Department of the Navy Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 26812, p
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In connectiodf owipmdostsehge qummedi ately above, it ca
ship of5thel DG of destroyers was named for Arl e
about two year saubtehfoorriez etdh ea®nsdh ifpu lwWlays funded.

Recent e Namwphliepss maflne s e we r emoarnen otulmecaerds wbe f or e t he
were procured idclude the following:

e The des=tXPZPOVGOO0O) .J ul yPAgs 2000t Bill Clinton
announcedl@h@at OD&G lead ship in a new class ¢
namé€dmwiad thonor of Adwndiyr.atlh eE1Cnhoi eZfu nowfa INa v a 1
Operatibn30 froml 974, who haAdt dtiheed toinmelJ] aonfuar y
tdh namnngunc e nreensts, waosn gc o n $si dperroipnogs etdh e Na vy

FY2001 budget, -luOn0d0e rwawsh iscchh eDm@ ed for authori
FY2005, a budget that Congress would conside
four years® in the future.

e The aircr @QQWHWSANNIHA noted earlier, on Dece mt
2012, the Navy #®f0npotheed ht hadt GEYNWI d R. Ford
class aircraft dEarreir@uovAit swohuel d ibmee noafmetdh e
announcem&htwa CVNcthreadad readmeFnyt2 01 8, the budget
forcwh€Comwgsed o icnon2sOihdiecirc hmwane than four
years in°tChvNOf wasren fact procured in FY201S8

e The ballistic SnS BN2)RROXRMslMWanoi een@earlier,
July 28, 2016, het f warsetprl @pcocinteend tbhaaltl its t i ¢ mi s
submaS S BN2)6( will boel unnabmieddonor of the District
ColumbThis s heidp fiosr spcrhoecduurle ment in FY2021, th
which Congress 1s tion clounwypiaddedrt 61 nf o2ulr2 Oy,e awhsi ¢ h
in the future.

e Thrkehn Lew285) TADAss noti kehr eJaurl lyi £18,, 2016, 1t
was reportewotthadme tthlee Nsaevogo/nodh nt hlreownigsh s i xt h

76 Congress authorized the ship in the FY1985 dteti Defense Authorization AcH(R. 5167P.L. 98-525of October
19, 1984, and fully funded the ship iH.J.Res. 648.L. 984730f Octoberl2, 1984, a joint resolution making
continuing appropriations fd¥Y1985, and for other purposes.

“"In response to a request from CRS for examples in recent years of ships that were named well in advance of when
they were authorized, the Navy on Decenmhe2012, sent an email citing the case of the desti@yewalt(DDG-

1000) and two other ships (the destrofdeigh BurkelDDG-51] and the amphibious sh§an AntonidLPD-17])

whose naming lead times were substantially less than that Afithealt

78 The FY2006 budget submission subsequently deferred the scheduled procurementd@OG FY2007. DDG
1000 and the second ship in the class, BIBB1, were procured in FY2007 using split funding (i.e.-year
incremental funding) in FY2007 and FY2008.

7 The July 2012 Navy report to Congress states that

[Then]Secretary [of the Navy Ray] Mabus values the ability to consider [aircraft] carrier names on

an individual, casdyZase basis, for two reasons. First, it will allow a future Secretary to name a

future fleet aircraft carrier for someone or something other than a former President. Indedd, [then

Secretary Mabus has a particular name in mind. With the scheduled decommissioning of USS

Enterprise (CVN 65), perhaps the most famous ship name in USHisoyy besides USS

Constitution will be removed from the Naval Vessel Register. [f]Becretary Mabus believes

this circumstance could be remedied by bestowing the E

(Department of the Navy, Report on Poli@s and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the

Vessels of the Nayyndated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012, p.
37)
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(TAV05) <cl(@isse .o,i | BRAQs 206 through 210) for Ha
Warrent RobKennedy, Lucy Stone,Inand Sojourner
20 1tbeg § esvleiwpgse s cheduled for procurement in FY
FY2020, FYy2021, and FY2022, resmhastivel y, t h
considered o20Wi7LlR20OBs2OEOspanadi 20Dy, re
Thuss,ing the procurement dathes ntalmet fware sche
TAQORobert F. waesnnaendnyounced abwaust ttohree year s
beprocured, t h2e0 Inwmgane ) S tovaansel A@ n ofuonucre d about
eairts whaes piroocur ed, a n2dl Gtohfeo inrampecrw & Torru tThA O
nnounced aboutwdiwe beapsobufede Ag discuss
eport o205 hcel a[sAO pr ogr a m, t-2h0e5 fcilrassts sairxe s hi p
eingr od owbmldeak buy contract that Congress au
ction on the F¥YIG¢t6pdefensmehudgéteach ship
ontrreantati ns subject to the availability of ap

O o" o<

Publi Role i®%BhNpming

Members of the public are sometimes interested i
or citneWj®foNavy ships (particularly those on v
for battles in whichtthley oar ftolre ipre opd lea tthweeys anplann

such an interest sometimes contact the Navy, the
support for their proposals. An October 2008 neyvV
writing cambpaampgsnh ibrye Neelwe ment ary school students

instrument ] diewitsheo nNawny Augusctl aX®0 4 utbanama mee a f Vi
st &#The July 2012 Nasvsyatepothetbolbowrags

In addition to receivig input and recommendations from the President and Congress, every
Secretary of the Navy receives numerous requests from service members, citizens, interest
groups, or individual members of Congress who want to name a ship in honor of a
particular hometown or State, or place, or hero, or famous ship. This means the

“nomination process is often fiercely contested
“their” ship name is the mo#$t fitting choice for

Members of the pudblibemayoppeoi txpn tDBhan announ
July 2012 Navy report to Congress -ncaintiensg and di s ¢
decisions that were criticize@0DdDy( somed obosrerRras
Lyndon ),ohtnhseonLitt o810 Commaetd Slorp for mer Represe
Gi f f),dthéds a mp h iLlPi2o6u s( nsahmepd for [ ate Retpreesentati ve

80 The contract was authorized Bgction 127 of the FY2016 National Defense Authorization 8cl@56P.L. 11492

of November 25, 2015).

81Section 127 oP.L. 11492s t at es that “Any contract entered into under s
that any obligation of the United States to make a payment under the contract is subject to the availability of

appr@riations for that purpose, and that total liability to the Government for termination of any contract entered into

shall be limited to the total amount of funding obligated
82 Dean Lohmeyer;Students Who Helped Name the NzAlewest Sub Tour StageNamesak& Navy News Service

October 25, 2008.

83 Department of the Navy Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy

undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters datedJudp12, pp. 1:A3.
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e One sourceétfhtanesctrhdt carriers] CVN 7
prior to their start [of construction]
pressure ttohmaaes bings ofor Admiral H. G.
[attack submarine] SSN 709 was named f
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measure was mnot acted on after being referre.
Committee. On February 15, -2032,anhe Navy an

Arleigh Batkecl DDG destrbogknr BFiwoml d be

84 Department of the Navy Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012, p. 15.

85 For example, the 1819 and 1858 lasited infootnotel set forth naming rules for certain kinds of ships. Today, 10
U.S.C. §7292(b) still requires that battleships (which the United States hasitictitce World War II) be named after
states.

86 The Naval Institute Guide to the Ships and Aircraft of the U.S.,Fipatit, p. 113. See also p. 70 and p. 86.

87 patrick Pexton’Clinton Compromise: Carriers Trum#&md Reagari, Navy TimesFebruary 13, 1995: 19. See also
“Navy Announces Aircraft Carrier To Be Named For President Trutessociated Pres$ebruary 2, 1995. CVN5
had been preliminarily named the United States.

88 The article, which reported on the shpfficial naming cemony,states the following‘[Senator] Warner recalled
that he first suggested naming a carrier in the senior’Binmor last year [i.e., in 2001], during a ceremony in
Newport News to christen the [previous] carrier Ronald RedgBale Eisman;Navy Names New Aircraft Carrier

For Elder Bush, Norfolk VirginianPilot, December 10, 2002.)

89DOD News Release Na09-12, “ Na v yFive\NemShips February 15, 2012
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ion 1012 of the FY2012 HaR.i/BlnJa4l0 De f ens e
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every Secretary of the Navy, regardless of point of view [on how to name ships], is subject
to a variety of atside influences when considering the best names to choose. The first
among these comes from the President of the United States, under whose direction any
Secretary works.

Secretaries of the Navy must also consider the input of Congr&igen the vial role
Congress plays in maintaining the NaWarine Corps Team, any Secretary is sure to
respect and consider its input when considering ships names.

Sometimes, the Secretary must also balance or contend with differences of opinion between
the Presidenand Congres%:

The Navy suggests that congressional offices wis
Navy ship for a specific person, place, or thing
make their support tkmoswnl e fiomlgateiseon maegl atlismg t o

Congressional Responses -NomiAmgolRaciesdi Nmsvy Sh
$REOXxOI UwOi w+1 1T DPUOGEUDOO

Congress can pass Ilmrmgmisigtdomni siegm rtdi mtg lma s hth e n
Navy. S ucnh claeng iesxlpartseisosi e€Cwsn grreegsr dinm® utnlce dNalweyx i s i

and if Congress so desires, can also suggest or
artechexamples of such legislation:

e S. Resof 3t3hMeongdsess is an e¢hamphppefirs Mmeasure
refdepport for an mamomgceéedc Naivygns hTlpi s meas u
introduced in the SenatonsdndeNMewe mmedr algx,e ed0 It
without amendment wnmd iwmotuise h¢ pyr@menbd &y .,by
summarizes theHem siWatdddWy |l tamdnser of
comme mos he¢ ¢ hr iESHe neixnpge doift i onary sea base s hij
for WiskEliecagmss l(at i MdtShAcrt g.iyadstsy i n

e H.Resofl@hBongreesxamplenof a measure reflect
for an anno umacneidn gNadveyc isshiiopn. Thi s measure, 1n
January 20, 2010, and passed by the House on
the Navy on its decision to name a mnaval shi;

¢ H. Con. Refshe' 8@ Bgrenssexample of a measure that
reflect disagreement -nwaintihn ga nd eacninsoiuonnc.e dT hNasv y
measure exprofs s@odn grhees ss etnhsact-6 8 8¢ &EbasdAngel es
attack Cobmars i(B&EMN S)Y ishould be renamed, and t
nonlethal naval vesLolrpubolkdos#st Angadldebe nam

°DOD News Release No. 1092, “ Na vy Na me s Febriaayyd5 202w Ships, ”

91 Department of the Navy Report on Policies and Practices of the U.S. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 201212p. 11
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class attack submarines7 Oibearde breaeme dh afmerd cfiotri e
Corpus ChH.iGotni.,ReisX. J3nlt2r oduced on April 21, 1
referred to the Seapower and Strategic and C
the House Armed Services Committee on April 2
Navy modified-7t05Citmwymo fofllFSINs Christi

422w/ OUUOE @Bwm+/ #

On April I-8ec2dtl8rythent he NavyiPRa/lySadMabus announ
Antoni-d7)0LEDass awmphli dibasnasimae p*°IfRPRTRbeto0l and, OF
the third Navy ship to,baacri®iBevgna m&hBdr fband. 1
Portl anwas MEaoammits si oned 1into service 184Fegbruary
and maintained in reserve statusThemtsdcond,ucakn fr
amphibi@8DYs hwaps nbaorRehdr tfloaind, ME,. ahtd Rwogs tl and,

commi ssioned 1nto service 1n October 1970, decor
the Naval Vessel Register in March 2004.

An April 18, 2013, pr es ss tractl &ld. sSe.h afSreonma t Soernsa tSours aAnn
Collins and Amgusa Kientg eroday Raggy Mabus, the Secr

92 An April 24, 1982, press report states the following:
House Speaker Thomas P. O’Neill is asking the White Ho
new nuclear submarine from the USS Corpus Christi to another title less offensive to Christian
groups.
O’ Ne i-NMaks,, su@gested that the submarine be renamédth8 S Ci ty of Corpus Christi.”’
In a telephone call he initiated Thursday to Michael K. Deaver, deputy chief of staff and assistant to
President [ Ronald] Reagan, O’ Neill said he found the n
nuclearpowered warship.

According to an O’Neill aide, Deaver replied that he w
The USS Corpus Christi was named for the city in Texas. Corpus Christi is Latin for body of
Christ.

The Ad Hoc Corpus Christi Campaign, a group consistinganbus Catholic and Protestant
laymen and clergy, opposed calling the submarine by its present designation.

O’ Neill is a Roman Catholic.
Navy Secretary John F. Lehman, Jr., a Catholic, has defended the name USS Corpus Christi, saying
the submarine was noaimed for religious purposes but for the Texas city.
Other ships in the Navy’s history have carried the nam
several of its other attack submarines after cities, for example the USS Los Angeles.
(AssociateNMeiPlrlesGlLai“s < Corpus Chrikugéné I nappropriate /
Register GuardApril 24, 1982, accessed August 18, 2016tgts://news.google.cd/
newspapers@=I7TRQAAAAIBAJI& sjid=MuIDAAAAIBAJ& pg=5979%2C535811%

A December 30, 1982, press report states the following:

The vessel was the subject of an intense controversy last spring when Roman Catholic and other
religious leaders and peaceidists objected to the original name Corpus Christi, which in Latin
means “Body of Christ.?”

President Reagan ordered the name changed [to City of Corpus Christi] over the objections of Navy

Secretary John Lehman.

(“Sub City of Cor pwsn edh JdNewLonddn DayD8ember3an19d82s s i

accessed August 18, 2016 h#ps://news.google.coméwspapers@=RQQhAAAAIBAJ& sjid=

a3UFAAAAIBAJ& dg=city-of-corpuschristi%20submarinefg=6072%2C6185609
9 DOD Release No: 2313, Setretary of the Navy Names Multiple Ships Apr il 12, 2013. The relea
“Mabus named the future USS Portland (LPD 2 imnor of Oregon’s mniost highly populat
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the USS[REDt]l andew Salm sAn taoompihoi bi ous transport d
the city of Portland, Oregon, also be mnamed 1 n L
history and tradition of U.S. NaX¥¥ ns htehpedl ybest owe
Navy sent Alpeatitle 24 ,d 2tCebB ] i no t &a ttl attkheoed gf oilnl o wi n g
part

In addition to [the ballistic missile submarine] USS MANSSBN 743), Secretary [of the
Navy Ray] Mabus recently honored the state of Marine through his namifitpeof
expeditionary fast transport shigSNS MILLINOCKET (JHSV 3) [now called-EPF 3]

which was christened last weekend and will proudly represamNation as part of the

“Press r el Senatars Collins, KinglReqdest‘Ship Be Named After Portland, ME Apri 1 18, 2013, ac
on December 11, 2017, lattps://www.king.senate.gov/newsroom/presteases/senatecellins-king-requestship-be-
namedafterportlandme The press release present s-Sacrkacy Mbud, which e xt of t h
is as follows:

Dear Secretary Mabus:

On April 12, 2013, you announced that LPD 27, a new San Antags amphibious transport
dock ship, will be named the USS Portland after the city of Portland, Oregon.

We were surprised that the pserelease did not state that the ship was also hamed in honor of the
city of Portland, Maine. We write to ask that you clarify that the ship will also be named in honor
of Portland, Maine, consistent with the long history and tradition of U.S. Navy Isbfewed with

the name USS Portland.

The Department of the Navy press release stated LPD 27 will be the third ship to bear the name
USS Portland. The press release failed to mention that both of the previous two ships were named,
in whole or in part, tdonor the city of Portland, Maine. The first USS Portland@3A was the

lead ship of a new class of heavy cruisers. Launched in 1932, it was named after the city of
Portland, Maine, and saw battle during World War Il at the 1942 Battle of the Corgh&8attle

of Midway, and the Battle of Guadalcanal. After accruing 16 battle stars, she was decommissioned
in 1946.

The second USS Portland (LSIF) was commissioned in 1970 and served until 2004. The ship
was also named after the city of Portland, Mains, it was also named after the city of Portland,
Oregon. The ship’s insignia incorporates the seals of

The third USS Portland should continue this tradition. We understand that amphibious transport
dock ships are named for major Americatiesi, and we can assure you that Portland, Maine is the
largest city in Maine and the metro areais hometetohei r d of Maine’s entire populati

Portland also has a rich naval history. South Portland is where many Liberty cargo ships were built
that sistained the war effort during World War 11, and 4,700 skilled shipyard workers repair Los
Angelesclass and Virginiaclass nuclear powered submarines one hour to the south of Portland at
the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. Portland also has the largest peirie, and it is home to men

and women whose livelihood relies upon the ocean and its resources, as demonstrated by the
historic and bustling working waterfront.

We are confident that the impressive capabilities of LPD 27 and her crew can honor Portland,

Maine, without in any way reducing the simultaneous honor afforded to Portland, Oregon. In fact,

part of the rich history of Portland, Oregon, is that it was named after the city in Maine. In 1845,

two of the city’s f oun dencisRettygrave of Rostland,Maine,each Bost on, and
wanted to name the new city after his original home town. After Pettygrove won a coin toss two out

of three times, the city was mnamed after Portland, Ma i
person at the Oregdistorical Society in downtown Portland, Oregon.

We request that you clarify that the USS Portland will be named in honor of Portland, Maine, as
well as Portland, Oregon. Given the history of both cities and the previous ships given the proud
name of USSP ortland, we are confident that you will agree that doing so will greatly contribute to
the rich and storied history the USS Portland will carry with her as she and her crew defend our
nation.

For a press report, see AswmbcOfitBdr Pt e n dBpstof GlébkAprj As k Nd m& o ” F
20, 2013.
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fleet for decades to come. The Secretary of the Navy has tremendous apprémidtien

state of Maine, its citizens and the incredible support provided by them to our Navy and

our Nation. However, Oregon is the only state inMdation that does not currently have a

ship in the fleet named for the state, its cities or communities. Secretary Mabus named LPD
27 after Portland, Oregon, to correct that oversight and acknowledge the support and
contributions made by the men and woméRartland and Oregoft.

As noted elsewhere 1n tthhes Nawy tahnantoouwmntcOeovda ¢ b @am mi 6
the Vctgssiattack/ 9s3ubfwarr iOree goSN

AMay 21, 2016, Na vy sbhlcoigs tpeondi tn‘tgdP HRof/ualtthv ¢t he tsthda pt hir
Navy ship named Portland, honosr ilnag gB&hth tctihtey . Or e ¢
statement is mnot <corr ee2t7, iass ntahnee dN asvOyR%dAloyn ffiorrmsP ot
July 5, ReOwiS%,r wNeapwoytractoersrtelc@tPP 27 is named for the
PortOnagon, and follows the World War II heavy ¢
LSD 37 as the third U.S. MNPy 7s hiisp stcoh ebdeualre dt hteo
commi s sionedR,i no n2aoAptZlGalndd , @)

Legis]l aBitodNme@ShiNa mi Pgcisions

Tab3sehopvast act ed gaiowg sh ok otnog rtehges fld0tOn ge s hi p
naming deAli bkiofisthese measures eaprefsehHhetBenasta
Housadbput fnoMWarvwey s hip should be named.

9 |etters dated April 24, 2013, from Pamela S. Kunze, Captain, U.S. Navy, Special Assistant for Public Affairs to the
Secretary of the Navy, responding on behalf of the Secretary of the N&snabors Collins and King, provided to
CRS by Navy Office of Legislative Affairs, December 13, 2013.

9 “Future USS Portland (LPD 27) Christenelavy Live May 21, 2016.
97 Source: CRS email exchange with Navy Office of Legislative Affairs, December 13, 2017.
98 «USS Portland (LPD 27) Successfully Completes Builder's Trifllavy News Servigduly 5, 2017.
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Table 3. Recent Enacted Legislative Provisions

Fiscal
Year PublicLaw  Bill Section Ship Name(s)
2013 P.L.113 H.R. 933 8119 of the next available capital Ted Stevens

Division warship

C
2012 P.L.1121 H.R. 1540 1012 the next available naval vess RafaePeralta
2011 P.L.111383 H.R.6523 1022 a combat vessel Father Vincent Capodannc
2007 P.L.10®864 H.R.5122 1012 CVN-78 Gerald R. Ford
2001 P.L.106398 H.R.4205 1012 CVN-77 Lexington
1999 P.L105261 H.R.3616 1014 an LPD17 class ship Clifton B. Cates
1996 P.L.104106 S.1124 1018 LHD-7 Iwo Jima
1996 P.L.104106 S.1124 1018 LPD17 class amphibious Marine Corps battles or

ships members of Marine Corps
1996 P.L.104106 S.1124 1019 an appropriate ship Joseph Vittori
1991 P.L.103510 H.R.4739 1426 the next DDG-51 Samuel S. Stratton
1989 P.L.10456 H.R.4481 1221 the next SSBN Melvin Price
1989 P.L.10456 H.R.4481 1222 an appropriate ship Bob Hope
1989 P.L.10€r02 ;L.)J.Res. 8138 CVN-74 or CVN-75 John C. Stennis
5

Source: Prepared by CRS. All of these provisions expressed the sense of the Cofigresshe Senate or
House)about how a Navy ship should be named.
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Table 4. Examples of Proposed Bills and Amendments

[Congress] and Bill Ship Proposed name(s)
[113"] H.Res. 637 an appropriate Navy ship Clifton B. Cates
[112h] H.Con.Res. 48 a Littoral Combat Ship Ypsilanti
[112] H.R. 1945 next available naval vessel Rafael Peralta
[112] H.Res. 1505 next appropriate naval ship John William Finn
[111] H.Res. 330 an appropriate ship Clifton B. Cates
[111t] H.Con.Res. 83 CVN-79 or CVYN-80 Barry M. Goldwater
[109h] S. 2766 CVN-78 Gerald R. Ford
[107M] H.Con.Res. 294 a new naval vessel Bluejacket
[106h] S.Con.Res. 84 CVN-77 Lexington
[105h] S.Amd. 2812t0 S. 2057 LPD-17 class ship Clifton B. Cates
[104] H.J.Res. 61 CVN-76 Ronald Reagan
[104th] H.R. 445 CVN-76 Harry Truman
[104h] S.Con.Res. 62 SSN774 South Dakota
[104] S.J.Res. 17 CVN-76 Ronald Reagan
[104h] S.Amdt. 22770 S. 1026 LHD-7 Iwo Jima
[104h] S.Amdt. 22770 S. 1026 LPD17 class ships famous Marine Corps battles o
heroes
[104h] S.Amdt. 435Q0 S. 1745 a SSN774 class submarine SouttDakota
[1031] H.R. 5283 an appropriate ship Joseph Vittori
[102nd] H.Con.Res. 354 a guided missileruiser Pearl Harbor
[102nd] H.R. 6115 CVN-76 Harry S Truman

[100M] H.Amdt. 614to H.R. 4264 next SSBN726 class submarine Melvin Price
deployed after enactment

[100h] S.Amdt. 13540 H.J.Res. 395 CVN-74 or CVN-75 John C. Stennis
[98t] H.Res. 99 an aircraft carrier Wasp

[97!h] H.Con.Res. 312 a nonlethal naval vessel Corpus Christi
[97"] H.Res. 174 an aircraft carrier Wasp

[97t] H.R. 4977 CVN-72 Hyman G. Rickover
[93] H.Con.Res. 386 CVN-70 Carl Vinson

[93d] H.Con.Res. 387 CVN-70 Carl Vinson

[93] H.J.Res. 831 CVN-70 CarlVinson

Source: Prepared by CRS.

a. H.Con.Res. 312xpressed the sense of Congress that the Los Angeles-@8BNclass attack submarine
Corpus Chrig®SN705) should be rename@nd that a nonlethal naval vessel should instead be named
Corpus ChrisfLos Angeleslass attack submarines were named for cities, andBX\had been named for
Corpus Christi, TX.)H.Con.Res. 31%as introduced on April 21, 1982, and was referred to the Seapower
and Strategic and Critical Materials subcommittee of the House Armed Services Committee on April 28,
1982. On May 10, 1982, the Navy changed the name of ®5Nob City of Corpus Christi
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Legislativel '8 dngrnesys in

S. Con. Reksp.r elsBeinsg of ThoaMNgxSESN be
Named Los Al amos)

Senate

S. Con. Ras . 1d0roduced 1n 2tOhle7 .S eI'MbaectCeo xR sMafr clh0 2 1,
intrddiusceas follows:

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of Congress that the Secretary of the Navy should name the next
nuclear powered submarine of the United States Na

Whereas the people of Los Alamos and the Navy haveyaat4elationship that continues
from the Manhattan Project through the creation of a nuclear Navy and into the current
oceanborne leg of the strategic nuclear triad of the United States;

Whereas the contributions of the people of Los Alamos and surrouocdmgiunities
allowed the Navy to keep its offensive edge from World War II, through the Cold War,
continuing to the emerging conflicts as of the date of adoption of this resolution;

Whereas Captain “Deke” Parsons wand,alonge of the fir
with Laureate Ramsey, oversaw the safe delivery, assembly and loading of the nuclear
bomb that led to the surrender of Japan in World War II;

Whereas the people of Los Alamos and surrounding communities played a critical role in
designing thenuclear portion of the first nuclear weapon to enter the arsenal of the Navy,
known as the Regulus, along with atomic depth bombs, torpedoes, rockets, and even next
generation weapon systems like the BBA precisiorguided nuclear bomb;

Whereas the peopls Los Alamos designed the warheads that armed the first generation
Trident submarindaunched ballistic missiles of the Navy and the foHom Trident Il
missile warheads used by the Navy;

Whereas the research into nuclear energy conducted by Los Atluming World War Il
advanced the technical basis for the development of the nuclear propulsion systems of the
Navy used aboard Los Angeles, Seawolf, Ohio, and Virginia Class submarines along with
multiple naval aircraft carriers today;

Whereas the peopld bos Alamos and Los Alamos National Laboratory host United States
Naval Academy midshipmen every year to provide hawdscientific and engineering
experience working to solve real world challenges in national security, thereby directly
contributing to he development of future Navy leadership;

Whereas the people of Los Alamos carry the solemn responsibility to assesslibeeska
nuclear deterrent carried aboard Navy fleet ballistic missile submarines;

Whereas naming a submarine Los Alamos will recagrand continue to forge the
longstanding relationship between the Navy and Los Alamos;

Whereas the year 2018 will mark the 75th anniversary of Los Alamos National Laboratory;
and

Whereas the distinctive service and contributions from the people of Loosltnthe

Navy merits naming a vessel that embodies the heritage, service, fidelity, and achievements
of the residents of Los Alamos and surrounding communities in partnership with the United
States Navy: Now, therefore, be it
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Resolved by the Senate (theude of Representatives concurringat it is the sense of
the Congress that the Secretary of the Navy should name the next nuclear powered
submarine of the United States Navy as the “USS L
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Appendix A.Executive Summary of Ju
Report tos Congre

This appendix reprints theNaexygpatt veosUGmmgnrgs ©fo
Navsy policies and practices for mnaming 1its ships
foll ows:

Executive Summary

This report is submitted in accordancehabection 1014 dP.L. 11281, National Defense

Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2012, dated 31 December 2011, which directs

the Secretary of Defense to submit a report on
naming vessels of the Navy.?”

As required by the NDAA, this repbr

e Includes a description of the current policies and practices of the Navy for haming
vessels of the Navy, and a description of the extent to which theses policies and
practices vary from historical policies and practices of the Navy for naming vegsels
the Navy, and an explanation for such variances;

e Assesses the feasibility and advisability of establishing fixed policies for the naming
of one or more classes of vessels of the Navy, and a statement of the policies
recommended to apply to each cla§vessels recommended to be covered by such
fixed policies if the establishment of such fixed policies is considered feasible and
advisable; and

¢ Identifies any other matter relating to the policies and practices of the Navy for naming
vessels of thélavy that the Secretary of Defense considers appropriate.

After examining the historical record in great detalil, this report concludes:

e Current ship naming policies and practices fall well within the historic spectrum of
policies and practices for namingssels of the Navy, and are altogether consistent
with ship naming customs and traditions.

e The establishment of fixed policies for the naming of one or more classes of vessels
of the Navy would be highly inadvisable. There is no objective evidensedgest
that fixed policies would improve Navy ship naming policies and practices, which
have worked well for over two centuries.

In addition, the Department of the Navy used to
rulfes battlaendoupmpdatshiipts,as changes were made t o
practice fell into disuse, leadirmgdeffo aegedyr al
this problem, the Naval History and Heritage Cor
of currentr uttyoppeh enlapmianlgl Amer i cans better underst
choose the ship names they do. This list will be

99 Department of the Navy Report on Policies and Practices of theS. Navy for Naming the Vessels of the Navy
undated but transmitted to Congress with cover letters dated July 13, 2012, p. iii.
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