DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY MILITARY ASSISTANCE IN
HURRICANE "BETSY" RELIEF AND REHABILITATION

LOUISTANA

Anticipating extensive damage as & result of Hurricane BETSY,
the Fourth US Army headquarters activated its Bmergency Operations
Center the morning of 9 September 1965. ILiaison was effected with
the 4th Air Force Reserve Region, Randolph Air Force Base, Texas;

Eighth Naval District, New Orleans, Louisiana; Office of Emergency

Planning, Denton, Texas; and local American Red Cross officials. As
expected, the hurricane moved from the Gulf of Mexico into Louisiana

in the vicinity of New Orleans during the early morning hours of 10 September,
creating major disaster conditions.

Because of disrupted commmications and generally chaotic conditions
in the disaster area, requests for assistance were initially slow. Early
on 11 September, Lt General Colglazier, Commanding General, Fourth US
Army, received a call from Mr. Phillips, member of the Office of Emergency
Planning staff, advising that the President desired the US Army to render
all possible assistance in this major disaster. About four hours later,
Lt General Colglazier and selected staff officers, departed by air for
New Orleans to survey the situation and consult with officials, on the
ground, as to requirements. The Commanding General, Fort Polk/Sector Dy
and members of his staff were present. After consultation, it was
determined that an immediate requirement existed to care for at least

25,000, and possibly as many as 100,000 refugees, who had been forced to
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evacuate from their homes. The Commanding General, Ft Polk/Sector D,
Major General Reaves, was charged with responsibility for coordination
of military support in the disaster area, and arrangements were made

to establish his headquarters at the New Orleans Army Base. Use of

the Sector Headquarters in this role proved very beneficial to relief
operations. The presence of a commender and staff, directly responsive
to the Army Commander, enhanced command and control. This was especially
effective in the screening of requests for assistance, coordination of
priorities, expediting relief actions, and accounting for equipment

and personnel delivered to the disaster ares.

As commmnications were reestablished and orderly conditions were
restored, an ever increasing list of relief requirements became known.
By 12 September, 25 mess teams (with equipment), nearly 50,000 rations,
bedding for 25,000 refugees, approximately 400 vehicles of assorted
types, over 100 power generators, and specialized commmications and
engineer items of equipment had been moved to the area, both overland
and by Air Force cargo eircraft. Emergency medical personnel and others
assoclated with rescue and relief operations were included in the rapid
movement of military resources to the disaster area.

Refugee areas were established at 4 places: New Orleans Army
Base; New Orleans Naval Base; New Orleans Naval Air Station; and the
Immigration Station. Support was rendered by/igig service and medical
teams to numerous other centers, estdblished/igg;l agencies in public
buildings such as schools and libraries. In the military/Red Cross
operated refugee centers, a peak load of nearly 12,000 persons was

reached on 13 September. By 15 September, the refugee load began to



taper off and consolidation of refugees in the Naval Station and the
Naval Air Station was started.

A major and continuing effort was required in the matter of
supplying power generators from military stocks. Not only did the
demand exceed the availability, but as soon as a requirement ceased
in one area, shift of equipment was needed to another,

By 18 September 1965, emergency requirements in the New Orleans
area diminished to the point where planning for redeployment of per-
sonnel and equipment to their home stations was initiated, and by 20
September, phasing out of personnel and equipment in the New Orleans
ares began. On 19 September, Major General Reaves returned to Fort
Polk, leaving a small staff to coordinate remaining relief actions
and phase out operations. On 2 October, the Red Cross assumed all
responsibility for any further refugee support regmired. By 13 October
all military equipment, except bedding and rations in Red Cross custody,
had been returned to home stations, and the Sector Commsnd Post was
closed,

Final return shipment of bedding from the New Orleans area, by
the American Red Créss, is scheduled to be completed during the week
of 29 November 1965. This will mark the close of the military assistance
and support operations generated by Hurricane BETSY in Louisiana.

Among many other ships and barges lost or sunk during the height
of the hurricane was the barge MIC-602 laden with 4 tanks containing
600 tons of 1liquid chlorine. This barge was in the vicinity of Baton
Rouge. The Chief of Engineers was charged with location and recovery

of the barge and contents, and the Commanding General, Fourth US Army



was directed to support that effort and assist local officials in
planning for safety of civil populace. A team of Fourth US Army
officers, headed by the Assistant Chief of Staff, Operations, flew to
Baton Rouge on 12 September to open an Emergency Operations Center for
coordination of Fourth US Army participation in this mission. This
Emergency Operations Center remained operational in Baton Rouge until
successful barge recovery operstions were completed on 12 November. It
was finally closed on 20 November, when military phase-out was completed
and personnel and equipment returned to lLome stations. Specific support

rendered in this operation is listed in the following statement.



STATEMENT OF SPECIFIC MILITARY SUPPORT

A. SUPPORT TO DISTRICT ENGINEER, U. S, ARMY ERGINEER DISTRICT,
CORPS OF ENGINEERS

1l. New Orleans Area:

The Fourth U. S. Army provided support to the District
in the New Orleans area which is not specificelly identifiable except
for assignment of one helicopter, with pilot and crew chief.

2. Baton Rouge Area:

In this area, the following was furnished to support
District Engineer operations in connection with salvage of the sunken

chlorine bargze MIC-602:

Helicopter w/Pilot and Crew Chief i
Protective Mask, ML7 450
Collective Protector, M6 5
Breathing Device, M5 80

B. SUPPORT TO STATE'S OPERATION SAFEGUARD (BATON ROUGE)
The Fourth U, S. Army, and other military elements, furnished

the following support to assist the State of Louisiana in safeguarding

the local populace during operations to salvage barge MIC-602:

Personnel 65
Helicopter 1
Litter Bus >
Kitchen Truck 2
Pick up Truck (Maint) 2
Sedan L
Protective Mask, ML7 117,500

Collective Protector, M6 13



Breathing Device, M15
Hospital Rail Cars

Kitchen Rail Cars
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY MILITARY ASSISTANCE
- IN HURRICANE "BETSY" RELIEF ARD REHABILTTATION

MISSISSIPI

No assistance wes requested by State or local officisls.
FLORIDA

During Hurricane BETSY, US Army Air Defense Command (ARADCOM)
personnel rendered assistance to the civilian population of Key
West in response to a request by the City Maneger. For the immediately
required evacuation of nearby low-lying areas, a rescue detail was
assigned consisting of 2 officers and 8 enlisted men. Working with
the County Sheriff and using Army equipment, they evacuated 400
civilians despite hurricane winds reeching 100 mph and tidal floods
of 6 foot depth. Additionally, 387 civiliane (military dependents)
were sheltered by the military in the Casa Marina Hotel, thus relieving
the local commmnities qf that responsibilitry.‘ Cots and mattresses were
provided to the Key West Fire Depertment.

Following the passage of the hurricane, and until 16 September,
ARADCOM personnel assisted in the clean-up operations at Key West,
Bay Point, and along U. S. Highway 1 from Saddlebunch Key to Key West,

using Army equipment.



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY MILITARY ASSISTANCE IN
HURRICANE "BEISY" RELIEF AND REHABILITATION

TABULATION OF INFORMATIONAL DATA

a. DPesk number of personnel committed to the effort:

HEADQUARTERS FIELD
: Second U. S. Army: 10
2 Fourth U. S. Army: es30r
ARADCOM 10

LI3T¥F

* Data unavailable on personnel of other Department of the
Army elements furnishing supplies, equipment and services in support
of the disaster relief effort. Also, asbout 4,600 personnel of Louisiana's
Army National Guard were committed to disaster relief.

b. Army property and facilities(huriicane damege).

ITEM LOUISIANA MISSISSIPI FLORIDA

Fourth U. S. Army $6,000 0 -

ARADCOM 0 0 $80,000
$6,000 0 $80,000

c. Estimatedcost of disaster relief effort (exclusive of b, above):
Only an incomplete estimate, totaling $360,000 for "out-of-pocket"
costs, can be provided at this time. Many costs for communications

services, transportation, and loss of or damage to supplies and equipment

are not yet determinable.



