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Anticipatlng exbenslve d€rnage as a re6u].t of Eurricanre BETSY,

the Fourth US Arny headquarbers actirrated lts fuergency Operatlons

Center the ttlornlng of 9 Septenbet 1965. LlalsoD ra6 effected. rdth

tbe 4th Al.r Force ReBerve Reglon, Raotlolph A1r Force Baee, Texasl

Elghth Naval Dlstrlct, New Orleais, Ioulelana; Offl.ce of Energency

Pl-anDlng, DentoD., Ter<aBi and 1ocal Amerlcaa ReaI Cros6 offlclals. A.8

expected., the tnrrrlcaoe movetl frDn, the GuIf of !'trexlco Lnto Ioulslana

ln the vlcl.nity of Nev or1ear1s tluring the early norairg hours of 10 Septenber,

c"eatlng naJor ilisaster cond.itlons.

Because of alsr:upted co@illcatLons and. generelly chaotlc conclltlons

1n the allBaster area, requests for asslsta,nce vere lnitlai-ly s1ov. Early

on LL September, Lt General- Colglazler, Cormanal{ ng General-, Fourth US

Anny, recelved a call from l,b. Itrllllps, nember of the offlce of Energency

Plannlne 6teff, adlrlslng that the Presltlent Aeslreat the {fS A::ny to render

al]. posslble asslstance ln thlB raJor dlaaster. About four hour6 later,

Lt ceneral Colg]-azier sJlal sel-ected steff offlcerE, departed by aLr for

Net olLe8nE to sunrey the sltuation and coneult wlth off1c1al6, ou the

grormcl, as to requl renents. T'he Colma,ilatlng General, Forb Polk/Sector D,

alral nef,nbers of hls Btaff vere present. Afber congultatlou, lt vag

tleternlned thet an llmedlete requlrenent exletetl to care for at Least

25,c0�0, anal poEslbly ae tl8rly aa lOO, OOO refirgeea, vho hacl been forceal to
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eva,cuate fro[ f,&e{r ho8e6. f,Ire Co!@aadl-ng General, I.t polk/Sector D,

l'laJor Geueral Reavea, vaE cha,qged rdth leBponslblllty for coordlnetlon

of dllltary Eupport 1a the dllsaEter ar€a, aDd arr:aDgenertB llere t[ade

to establtsh bls heaatquarbers at the l{ev OrleaaE Arzy Base. Uae of

the Sector EeailquarterE ln thtg role proved rre:y beneflclaL to reLlef

operatlorrs. The l,liesence of, a cotoanitre! aaal Btaff,, directly recpoDslve

to the Aroy Comandler, e*anced coamanrt eodl contm].. Ihle lras egpeclalty

effectlve la the ecreenrng of, requestg for aesistance, coord.lnatlon of

Bti.orltles, e:cpeallt{ng rel.Lef actl.ons, ancl aecornt{ng fo! equ!.prnent

anil personoel ilellrrcretl to the dlEaster araa.

Ag eomrDlcatlons vere leestebllEheil and orttrerly conaUtlo!,s were

reEtored., an ever lnc:teeBLng Li6t of le].ief requhetDeEtB became holrD.

3y 12 Septenber, 25 n6sa teF 'c (wlth equlpeut ), nearly IOr0OO retLone,

beiltling for 2lrOOO refugeed, approxlDateLy l+OO vehleles of asBorbetl

tJ4)es, over 10O pover generetors, audl Epeclalizett eo@lntcatlonE and

englneer ltens of equlplent hsal bee! noveil to the area, both overland

anal by A1! Force car€o alrcrafb. E iergency ncducel pergonneL anil others

asEoeLatea $j.th rescue antl reLLef operatt one vere locludeil ln the repld

movement of Ei}ltarT lesourcea to the dtsaBter aree.

Refugee a,reaa nere egtablieheil at l+ placee: ISev Orleats Aqr

Sasej Nelr Orl,cang l[aval BaEei Nerr Orleang tfava]- Alr Statlonj and the

rmlgratlon statlon. support $aa rendered bym serrrlce andt lettlcal

teaes to truneroua other centers, establlshedf{3J.f "e"o"fes 1a grbllc

bullaurgE such ag scboolg anil Libraries. In the !0llita4r/Real CroEs

ope"ated refugee centere, a pea,k load. of nearly 12rO@ persons vas

reached on 13 SepteEber. By I! Septenber, the refi:gee loeal begeo to



taper off al3d consolldlatlon of Tefilgees lu the Nava]. St&tion alld the

Narral A1r Statlon waB Etarbeal.

A eajor and contlnul ng effort vas requLr€d lD the Eatter of

EupplylDg power generators fla ullttar1y stocks. ot oD].y dlal the

aleuaotl exceetl tbe a tlabll.lty, but as 6oon aa a r€quiftment ceagea

ln oDe eree, Bblft of equipaent l.aB neeiled to anotber.

By 18 Septerib er 1965, erFrgency requlrenents ln the Nev Orleang

area tll"nialeheil to the polnt nlxere plr''nlrg for redeployrent of per-

BoDnel andl equllment to tbelr botle Btatlon6 va8 luitiatedl, anA by 20

Septenbe!, phaalag out of pe}Borrlel ancl equllment ln the IIev Orleans

area began. 0o lp Septenbe!, l.lBJo" Generral Reeves retulled to ForL

Polt, leavlng a sBall- staff to coordlnate renainlng rellef act lons

antl phase out opelat{ons. On 2 October, tbe Reil Cros8 a.ssuneal aLl

responslblllty for any firrther renlgee support r€qEireal. By 13 October

eLl al-lltary equl.!r!.ent, except becldhg aaal ratlons Ln Red Cross custotiy,

haal been returrred. to hone statlons, alad. the Sector Comlancl Po6t wBs

clo6eil.

Fina]. letur]11 Bhipnent of bedLllug fron the Nev Or]-eere8 area, by

the Anerlcar Retl Cross, t6 EcbeduLeal to be conpleted ilurlng the veek

of 29 Noveebe r 196r, Thls rntlL oark the close of the nllltary asalstance

and Eupport operatlons generateil by Hurrlcalxe BnISY 1n loulsta.na.

Anong nany other ships aad barges loet or sunk aturlng the helght

of the hurricane vas the barge I\fiC-602 }aalen rith 4 taat<s containlug

60O tons of 11quid chlorine. Thle barge va6 ln the vlclnlty of Seton

Rouge. The Chief of Englneels vas chargetl $lth loc&tlou a,nil reeovery

of the berge anil contentg, audl the Comanallng Genetal, Fourbh US Aroy



ea6 dllr€cteal..to €Wporb that efforb enal aEBlBt local offlctals la

planning for safety of clviL potrn .ece. A team of Fourth IIS Army

offlcera, headeal by the AeElstent Chlef of Staff, Ol,eratlons, flew to

Baton Ror:ge on 12 Septenber to open ao Emelgency OperatLons Center for

coorfllnatlon of Fourth tlS Arry parblctpatlon tn thls nisgLon. Thls

Emergency Operatlons Celter reealnedt operatlonaL Ln Baton Rouge uDtll

succegsful barge reeoverxr operatlons were eoupletecl on 12 Novenber. ft

vas fin*lly cLoEetl on 20. Novenber, vhen nlLltary phase-out nBs corpleteal

and persoDJxel eJ,il e qultrment retul:ned to hone station8. Speelflc support

reodreredl in thts operatlon le Llsted in the fotlorbg statenent.
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STATEUEIfI OF SPECIFIC MII,ITART SUPPOFf,

A. SI'PPCRT TO DISTRTCT flEIl{EE3, U. S. A8!{Y EIIEITMR DISTRTCT,
CORPS OF EI{GIISEERS

1. l{ev orleaag Area:

The Fourth U. S. Arrtr-y p!:ovlded suppott to the Dlstrtct

ln the Nev orleans eree vblch 1s not epeclflcauy lflentiflable except

for asslgt]ment of one hellcopter, vltb pll,ot ar1d crev chlef.

2. rygs-Egrg@:
In thls area, the folLoring ra8 funxlsheil to supporb

Dl6trlct Elglneer operetloDs ln eornectloD rlth ealvage of the sunken

chlorlnc barge Mfc-5o2:

gellcopter r/Pl1ot enal Crew Chlef L

Protectlve l,Ieek, M{ 450

Collectl-ve Protector, M6 ,

Breathhg Devlce, MI5 BO

B. SttPPom TO STATETS OIERATIOIT SAI'EGUARD (SATON nOWU)

fhe Fourth U. S. Atty, a.uil othe! rnltltary eleneats, furnlshedl

the follolrllg supporu to as5lst the State of loulgiana 1n safeguaratlng

the local. popr:laee &rrlng operatlons to sal-vage barge MIC-6O2:

Personnel 65

Eellcopter L

Lttte! 3u6 ,

Kltchen Tn]ck 2

Ptck up Tnrck (ua:.nt ) 2

Setlaa I

Prot eetlve l,bsk, MLT 1L7, 5OO

Collectlve Protector, M5 . 13



Sreathlng Deylce, Ml5

HospltaL RelL CarB

Kttchen RelI CerB

B
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DEPARII,EIE OF TEE ARMf tCt.ItARy ASSISTAI{CEifur

MISSISSIPT

llo asslataJoce nas requetted !y State or loca1 offlclaLE.

fltORIDA

Durlng fiurrlcane BETSiy, IJII Arry Alr Defenre Co@anit ( ARADCOU)

peraonneL rendered a86l.6ta$ce to the clvlllalr po$rlatlou of Key

West 1E reEponse to r requeBt by the Clty !fina€er. For the !@e(uately

requlrcal evacuation of nearby lov-lytDA src8s, a rescue detall was

eBsigaed conslsttng of 2 offlcers antl 8 enl_lsted !en. Woxklng w1th

the Comty Sherlff eaci uelng AlEy eqnlrnt, tbey evacr:ated 4OO

clvllians fleeplte hurrLcane rlado reachlng 10O rph anat ttdel_ floods

of 6 foot ilepth. AadJ.tlonqll y, 38? clrlLlau. (affftary ciependent s )

ffer€ shelteletl by the mlLttery la th6 Casa lGrina Hotel, thus rellarrlng

the 1ocal co@nlt1e6 o! that respoDslblllty. CotB aacl !attre66e6 ller€

provlilefl to the Key West Fire Dsprrteeot.

Folloving the paeee€e of tbe iurrlcane, arrd trnt1l t6 September,

ARADCOM persour€l aEElBtedI lD th€ clean-up operatlons et Key !trest,

Bay Polnt, antl along U. S. Etghway I ft@ Saaldlrblach Key to Key West,

ss{ng ArB} equllmeDt.
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XEPARruMTI OF TEE A3MY MII,TTARY ASSIST.AtrCE IN

TABT'I,ATIOtr OF I1{TIIR}.{AITIOI{A], DATA

a. PeaI nunber of pelsonael comltted to tbc effort:

HEADq'ARIERS lrrFt l\

Fourbh U.
INADCOM

-6fJr..F

* D8ta u[evallEble on personnel of other Departnebt of the

Atlny eleDeltB furnlshtlg etrppllee, equlp@nt ana servl,ces in sw,porb

of the tllsaBter relLef ef,fort. AlBo, about lrr5oo peraonneL of loulaleDa r s

Army Natlonal. Guard vere coaoltted to dllsaeter rellef.

b. A:ny property andl facllltlee(burftcaae arrarge ).

IOINS]AITA MISSTSSIPT FIORXDA

Fourth U. S.
ARADCOM

Al:loy $5,ooo
n

o

$5,ooo

c. Egtlnatedcost of all-EaBter le1ief effort (exclualve of b, above):

onLy an lncoEplete estlnate, tota]-lng $36O, OOO 961 'qg-ef-pocketrl

cost3, can be provlfl'ed at thlE tlre. l.laay costs for co@untcatlonB

Benrlces, trsnBportatlon, and. Iosa of or dArnrge to Bupplles aodl equlpent

are not yet cletemlnable.
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