USACE Disaster Operations, Public Law 84-99
Background
USACE also has authority under PL 84-99, Flood
Control and Coastal Emergencies (FCCE)
(33 U.S.C. 701n) (69 Stat. 186) for emergency
management activities. Under PL 84-99,
the Chief of Engineers, acting for the Secretary of the
Army, is authorized to undertake
activities including disaster preparedness, Advance
Measures, emergency operations
(Flood Response and Post Flood Response),
rehabilitation of flood control works threatened
or destroyed by flood, protection or repair of federally
authorized shore protective works
threatened or damaged by coastal storm, and
provisions of emergency water due to drought
or contaminated source.
• Preparedness: The Flood Control and Coastal Emergency Act establishes an emergency fund for preparedness
for emergency response to natural disasters; for flood fighting and rescue operations; for rehabilitation of flood
control and hurricane protection structures. Funding for USACE emergency response under this authority is provided
by Congress through the annual Energy and Water Development Appropriation Act. Disaster preparedness activities
include coordination, planning, training and conduct of response exercises with local, state and federal agencies.

• Response Activities: PL 84-99 allows the Corps of Engineers to supplement State and local entities in flood
fighting urban and other non-agricultural areas under certain conditions (Engineering Regulation 500-1-1 provides
specific details). All flood fight efforts require a Project Cooperation Agreement (PCA) signed by the Public Sponsor
and a requirement for the Sponsor to remove all flood fight material after the flood has receded. PL 84-99 also
authorizes emergency water support and drought assistance in certain situations and allows for “advance measures”
assistance to prevent or reduce flood damage conditions of imminent threat of unusual flooding.

• Rehabilitation: Under the authority of PL 84-99, an eligible flood protection system can be rehabilitated if damaged
by a flood event. The flood system would be restored to its pre-disaster status at no cost to the Federal system
owner, and at 20% cost to the eligible non-Federal system owner. All systems considered eligible for PL 84-99
rehabilitation assistance have to be in the Rehabilitation and Inspection Program (RIP) prior to the flood event.
Acceptable operation and maintenance by the public levee sponsor are verified by levee inspections conducted by
the Corps on a regular basis. The Corps has the responsibility to coordinate levee repair issues with interested
Federal, State, and local agencies following natural disaster events where flood control
works are damaged.
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