
 

The NFL Experience is professional football's 
interactive fan festival that offers participatory 
games, displays, entertainment attractions, kids' 
football clinics, autograph sessions, and food 
concessions.  For more information, please visit the 
NFL Experience Web site.  

 
                Map of NFL Experience Area 

 

 
Fire Operations: Tampa, Florida, Fire Rescue’s Utilization of  

Pre-Staged Quick-Attack Fire Suppression Units  
 
 

 
 
DESCRIPTION 
The city of Tampa, Florida, hosted the National Football League’s (NFL) Super Bowl XLIII on 
February 1, 2009, at the city’s Raymond James Stadium.  Over 70,000 individuals attended 
the game and thousands more participated in the nearly 300 parties, charity events, and 
other Super Bowl-related activities during the week prior to the game.  Due to the 
magnitude of the event, the US Department of Homeland Security designated Super Bowl 
XLIII as a National Special Security Event.  Fifty-five federal, state, and local agencies, 
along with members of the private sector, participated in the security operations for the 
event, including the Tampa fire, police, and public works departments as well as the Tampa 
Office of Emergency Management, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and Tampa 
International Airport.   
 
TFR served as the lead agency for all 
fire suppression efforts during the 
2009 Super Bowl.  TFR coordinated its 
efforts with the fire/emergency 
medical services/hazardous materials 
liaison located in the operations 
section of the city’s Unified Command 
Post.  Prior to the start of the Super 
Bowl events, TFR encountered 
challenges stationing fire resources 
around the “NFL Experience” area, 
which was located around the outside 
of Raymond James Stadium.  The area 
lacked an onsite water supply and 
consisted of soft, uneven terrain that 
large engine companies could not 
maneuver through.   
 
TFR personnel developed a small, agile 
fire suppression unit that could serve 

PRACTICE  
Tampa, Florida, Fire Rescue (TFR) stationed several quick-attack fire suppression units 
around critical event locations related to Super Bowl XLIII in 2009.  These units allowed 
firefighters to suppress fires quickly in crowded areas that lacked immediate access to 
water supplies.   
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as the first line of defense against fires in the NFL Experience area.  TFR personnel 
borrowed this idea from a similar fire unit that was used during the February 2008 Super 
Bowl XLII held in Glendale, Arizona.  TFR placed two quick-attack units at opposite ends of 
the NFL Experience event location.  Each unit was staffed by 2 firefighters and consisted of 
an all-terrain vehicle equipped with a skid-mounted pump and a 75-gallon water tank.  TFR 
also stationed a 1,500-gallon tanker outside the immediate event area to provide the quick-
attack units with a steady water supply, if needed. 
 
The benefits of the quick-attack units were demonstrated when a cooking area under a 
large tent caught fire at the NFL Experience location.  A malfunctioning small rotisserie oven 
ignited nearby boxes stored under the tent.  Upon being notified of the fire, TFR deployed 
both quick-attack units, which arrived at the scene of the fire 2 minutes from the time of 
the initial dispatch call.  The 1,500-gallon tanker then moved into position in under 4 
minutes and provided the quick-attack units with sufficient water to quickly extinguish the 
tent fire.  The units’ rapid response prevented the fire from spreading to the nearby tents, 
which would have caused massive property damage and further endangered the lives of 
Super Bowl attendees.  The Super Bowl XLIII after-action report notes that overall, “the use 
of pre-staged quick-attack units was extremely helpful and negated the need for full engine 
companies in certain instances.” 
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DISCLAIMER 
Lessons Learned Information Sharing (LLIS.gov) is the US Department of Homeland Security/Federal 
Emergency Management Agency's national online network of lessons learned, best practices, and 
innovative ideas for the emergency response and homeland security communities. The Web site and 
its contents are provided for informational purposes only, without warranty or guarantee of any kind, 
and do not represent the official positions of the US Department of Homeland Security. For more 
information on LLIS.gov, please email feedback@llis.dhs.gov or visit www.llis.gov 
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