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1. (U) Horn of Africa Scope Note 
 

(U) The Piracy Analysis and Warning Weekly (PAWW) report includes a review of recent piracy and maritime crime 

incidents and an outlook on threats in the Horn of Africa. 
 

2. (U) Horn of Africa - Piracy Events Over Past Week 
 

(U) Pirate and maritime crime activity in East African waters is at a low level. There were no reported suspicious 

incidents in the Horn of Africa during this one-week period. There was one reported boarding event in Mozambique. 
 

A. (U) Details:  
 

(U) Vessels Hijacked: No incidents to report. 
 

(U) Vessels Boarded:  
 

1. (U) MOZAMBIQUE: On 16 December, an unknown number of robbers boarded a berthed chemical tanker 

near position 19:48 – 034:49E, Biera Port. A port security watchman noticed one of the robbers armed with a 

long knife lowering mooring ropes from a berthed chemical tanker. He alerted the ship’s duty officer who 

raised the alarm. Seeing the crew response, the robber fled with his accomplice after threatening the port 
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security watchman. Incident reported to  the Port Facility Security Officer who boarded the vessel for 
investigation. (IMB) 

 

(U) Vessels Fired Upon/Attempted Boardings: No incidents to report. 
 

(U) Other Activity: No incidents to report. 

 

B. (U) Incident Disposition 

 
 

 

 

 

C. (U) Tabulated Data for Horn of Africa Activity 

 

 
This 

Week 

Last 

Week 

 

Dec 

 2014 

Nov 

 2014 2014 

 

2013 2012 2011 

Vessels Hijacked 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 27 

Boarding 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 17 

Vessels Fired Upon/ 

Attempted Boarding 
0 0 0 0 2 9 24 122 

Total 0 0 0 0 2 9 32 166 

(U) Figure 1. HoA Maritime Crime Activity, 11 – 17 December 2014 
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(U) Table 1 is a summary of piracy events that have occurred this week, this month, and current/prior years. Note: 

The above statistics do not include regional dhows/fishing vessels that were hijacked. Hijacked dhows are frequently 

used as motherships by pirates and released without a ransom being paid. 

3. (U) Horn of Africa – Currently Hijacked Vessels 

(U) Pirates are no longer holding any hijacked vessels off the coast of Somalia.  
 

4. (U) Weather Forecast and Graphic Aids to 10 Day Weather Conditions and Small Boat 

Operations Capabilities
 
  

 

(U) Horn of Africa Weather Forecast for 17 – 24 December 2014 
 

A. (U) NORTHERN ARABIAN SEA: Northeast winds of 10 - 15 knots and seas of 2 - 4 feet. EXTENDED 

FORECAST: Northeast winds of 5 - 10 knots and seas of 2 - 4 feet. 

 

B. (U) GULF OF OMAN: Westerly winds of 3 - 5 knots with seas of 1 - 3 feet in the western section of the Gulf; 

with westerly winds of 3 - 5 knots and seas of 1 - 3 feet in the eastern section of the Gulf. EXTENDED 

FORECAST: Easterly winds of 10 - 15 knots and seas of 2 - 4 feet in the western section of the Gulf; with easterly 

winds of 10 - 15 knots and seas of 2 - 4 feet in the eastern section of the Gulf.  

C. (U) GULF OF ADEN: Easterly winds of 10 - 15 knots and seas of 2 - 4 feet in the western section of the Gulf; 

with easterly winds of 10 - 15 knots and seas of 2 - 4 feet in the eastern section of the Gulf. EXTENDED 

FORECAST: Easterly winds of 10 - 15 knots and seas of 2 - 4 feet in the western section of the Gulf; with easterly 

winds of 10 - 15 knots and seas of 4 - 6 feet in the eastern section of the Gulf. 

D. (U) SOMALI COAST: Northeast winds of 15 - 20 knots and seas of 6 - 8 feet. EXTENDED FORECAST: 

Northeast winds of 15 - 20 knots and seas of 6 - 8 feet. 

E. (U) CENTRAL AFRICAN COAST/INDIAN OCEAN: North-northeast winds of 5 - 10 knots and seas of 2 - 4 

feet. EXTENDED FORECAST: North-northeast winds of 5 - 10 knots and seas of 2 - 4 feet.  

F. (U) MOZAMBIQUE CHANNEL: Northeast winds of 3 - 5 knots and seas of 1 - 3 feet in the northern Channel; 

with southeast winds of 10 - 15 knots and seas of 2 - 4 feet in the southern Channel. EXTENDED FORECAST: 

Northwest winds of 10 - 15 knots and seas of 5 - 7 feet in the northern Channel; with southeast winds of 12 - 17 knots 

and seas of 8 - 10 feet in the southern Channel. 

G. (U) SURFACE CURRENTS: The northern Arabian Sea and Gulf of Aden currents are variable with most areas 

having average speed of 1 knot. The Mozambique Channel currents are variable having an average speed of 2 knots. 

Currents speeds along the Somali basin are northeasterly averaging between 1 - 2 knots.  

 

H. (U) SYNOPTIC DISCUSSION: As the Northeast Monsoon becomes the dominant feature in the region; expect 

increased winds and elevated seas in the Arabian Gulf, with isolated rain showers and thunderstorms. 
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(U) Figure 2. Ten-Day Piracy Small Boat Operations Weather Forecast (Graphic courtesy of the Fleet 

Numerical Meteorology and Oceanography Center, FNMOC) 
 

(U) In the graphic above, green shading represents a reduced likelihood of pirate activity while red represents a 

higher likelihood of pirate activity. 
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5. (U) Gulf of Guinea Scope Note 
 

(U) The Piracy Analysis and Warning Weekly (PAWW) Report includes a review of recent piracy and maritime 

crime incidents and an outlook on threats in the Gulf of Guinea. 

6. (U) Gulf of Guinea - Piracy Events Over Past Week 

(U) Pirate and maritime crime activity in West African waters is at a low level. There no reported incidents during 

this one-week period and late reporting concerning an attack on 9 December.  

 

A. (U) Details 

 

(U) Vessels Hijacked: No incidents to report. 

 

(U) Kidnapping: No incidents to report. 

 

(U) Vessels Boarded: No incidents to report. 

 

(U) Vessels Fired Upon/Attempted Boardings:  
 

2. (U) NIGERIA: On 9 December, pirates attacked an underway chemical tanker approximately 18 nm 

southwest of Akwa Ibon State. The crew spotted the pirates as they were inbound and raised the alarm. The 

pirates reportedly attacked the ship for approximately 30 minutes but did not board the ship. (MTISC-GOG) 

 

(U) Other Activity: No incidents to report. 
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B. (U) Incident Disposition 

 

C. (U) Tabulated Data for Gulf of Guinea Activity 

 
This 

Week 

Last 

Week 

Dec 

 2014 

Nov 

2014 2014 

 

2013 2012 2011 

Vessels Hijacked 0 0 0 2 8 11 14 19 

Boarding 0 1 0 4 28 26 31 41 

Vessels Fired Upon/ 

Attempted Boarding 
0 0 1 4 27 43 30 26 

Kidnapping 0 0 1 2 25 32 14 18 

Total 0 1 2 12 88 112 89 104 

(U) Table 2 is a summary of piracy events that have occurred this week, this month, and current/prior years. 

 

(U) Figure 3. GoG Maritime Crime Activity, 11 - 17 December 2014 
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7. Currently Hijacked Vessels 

Name Flag Type Hijacked Date 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

8. (U) Gulf of Guinea Weather Forecast for 17 – 24 December 2014 

A. (U) GULF OF GUINEA: Southwest winds of 5 - 10 knots and seas of 4 - 6 feet. EXTENDED FORECAST: 

Southwest winds of 5 - 10 knots and seas of 2 - 4 feet.  

B. (U) SYNOPTIC DISCUSSION: Expect partly to mostly cloudy conditions for the Gulf of Guinea with associated 

rain showers. 

9. (U) Southeast Asia Scope Note 
 

(U) The Piracy Analysis and Warning Weekly (PAWW) Report includes a review of recent piracy and maritime 

crime incidents and an outlook on threats in the Southeast Asia. 

10. (U) Southeast Asia - Piracy Events Over Past Week 

(U) Pirate and maritime crime activity in Southeast Asia waters is at a low level. There were two reported attacks 

during this one-week period and late reporting concerning two attacks from early November. 
 

A. (U) Details 
 

(U) Vessels Hijacked: No incidents to report. 
 

(U) Kidnapping: No incidents to report. 

 

(U) Vessels Boarded: No incidents to report. 

 

(U) Vessels Fired Upon/Attempted Boardings: No incidents to report. 

 

(U) Other Activity: No incidents to report. 

 

 

 

 




