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Residents Encouraged to Take Steps Now to be Prepared for Emergencies

WASHINGTON – With less than one month until  the start of the 2014 Atlantic hurricane season on June 1, now is the time to prepare. The
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) urges Americans to prepare their families and businesses for hurricanes and tropical
storms by writing a communications plan, making a kit of essential items and being prepared for any potential financial impacts of such
events, including reviewing their insurance policies with an insurance agent. 

Individuals and families are encouraged to have a family communications plan and make a kit with essential items such as bottled water,
non-perishable food and a can opener, spare batteries, and specialty items like medical prescriptions, spare eyeglasses and pet food. They
can learn how to prepare for hurricane season at ready.gov/hurricanes, or they can get ready on the go by visiting m.fema.gov or by
downloading the FEMA App for Android, Apple or Blackberry devices. 

Business owners and managers should visit ready.gov/business for specific resources on response and continuity plans. 

All property owners and renters are encouraged to review insurance coverage, including flood insurance, with an insurance agent to ensure
their homes, businesses and possessions are adequately protected from all types of disasters. 

Floods are the most common and costly natural disaster in the United States, and flooding can happen far from major bodies of water. As
hurricanes and tropical storms move inland, the high winds and storm surge are often accompanied by torrential rains that increase the
likelihood of flooding. For example, residents as far inland as West Virginia saw the impacts of Hurricane Sandy two years ago, including
flooding. 

Flood insurance policies should be viewed as protection against a continuing threat – not something to purchase only if flooding appears
imminent. In fact, flood insurance policies typically have a 30-day waiting period from the date of purchase before going into effect, and
floods can happen at any time of the year. 

Flood insurance is available nationwide through approximately 85 insurance companies in more than 22,000 communities. Homeowners,
renters, condo owners and commercial owners/renters can all purchase flood insurance. Costs vary depending on the level of coverage, the
type of coverage and the property’s flood risk. More information about flood risk and flood insurance options is available by visiting
www.floodsmart.gov or calling 1-800-427-2419. 

FEMA will also join NOAA's National Hurricane Center to promote storm readiness this month during Hurricane Preparedness Week, May
25-31. 

###

Follow FEMA online at www.fema.gov/blog, www.twitter.com/fema, www.facebook.com/fema, and www.youtube.com/fema. Also, follow
Administrator Craig Fugate's activities at www.twitter.com/craigatfema.

The social media links provided are for reference only. FEMA does not endorse any non-government websites, companies or applications.
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FEMA's mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work together to build, sustain, and improve our
capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards.michae
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