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Message from Richard L. Friedman
Chairman, Interagency Task Force

n recent years, the proliferation of makeshift security measures has had an alarming effect

on the historic beauty of the Nation's Capital. Even before the 1995 bombing in

Oklahoma City, Washington's streets and public spaces had become an unsightly jumble of
fences and barriers. Since the September 11 terrorist attacks, the situation has only become
worse with more street closings and more concrete barriers. The National Capital reflects the
spirit of America, but today in Washington we look like a nation in fear. We now have a
condition that must be addressed to protect our values as an open and democratic society.

We urgently need a comprehensive urban design plan that provides adequate security while at
the same time enhances the unique character of the Nation's Capital. Efforts in the recent past
in Washington have been piecemeal attempts to provide security for individual buildings or
small enclaves. The Interagency Task Force has, over the last seven months, looked closely at
the full range of interrelated planning issues and has formulated an approach that can correct
years of neglect of critical urban design and security needs in a comprehensive manner. In
preparing its recommendations the Task Force, which has had broad representation from both
the federal and District governments and private interests, has sought solutions in the
Monumental Core that provide the necessary security; that are compatible with the needs of
the larger city; and that enhance the extraordinary planning tradition that for more than 200
years has made Washington a capital reflective of a great nation. We believe that the
recommendations offered in this report will set the standard for 21st-century security design
and will restore our public realm to one that sends a positive message to millions of people
who live in, work in, and visit Washington each year.

We encourage the President and the Congress to consider these recommendations with all the
urgency appropriate to the current state of security design. In the months ahead, the National
Capital Planning Commission, along with its planning partners who have participated in the
Task Force, looks forward to working with the President, the Congress, appropriate entities,
and the public in developing and implementing the proposed Urban Design and Security Plan.

I want to thank Task Force members and participants who, in developing these
recommendations and in coming to our many meetings with open minds and a common goal,
have demonstrated not only creativity in resolving complex design and organizational issues,
but also courage and optimism in forging a shared vision of Washington's future as the
paradigm of a great nation's capital.
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KEY FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

= Based on legitimate security concerns, the Task Force recommends that Pennsylvania Avenue
remain closed to normal city traffic at this time. If in the future, there are major positive
changes in the security environment and/or risk detection technology is improved to the
satisfaction of the relevant government agencies, this recommendation should be
reconsidered by the Task Force.

= The Task Force recognizes, however, that this closure removes a major east-west artery from
Downtown's transportation network, causing inconvenience and hardship to many DC
businesses, visitors, workers and residents. The Task Force concludes that traffic congestion
can be improved through a variety of transportation system management (TSM) initiatives,
such as traffic signal synchronization, intersection improvements, and more active enforce-
ment of parking regulations. The Task Force recommends immediate implementation of
TSM initiatives in cooperation with city agencies. TSM measures have been successfully
employed in other cities with significant beneficial results and, as stated in our comprehensive
traffic study, can be accomplished within a matter of months.

= The Task Force recommends the immediate design and construction of a landscaped, civic
space along the Pennsylvania Avenue right-of-way in front of the White House that respects
and enhances the historic setting and views of the White House. The street would be
maintained in a redesign that reflects a clear memory of its historic use and would not preclude
reopening the street, staging inaugural parades, or possible construction of a tunnel. The Task
Force finds that Pennsylvania Avenue in front of the White House has been unsightly and
unresolved for too long. Therefore, the Task Force recommends that the street right-of-way be
improved immediately; provided, however, that the federal government in allocating funds for
such immediate improvements recognizes that these improvements may need to be modified or
removed to permit construction of a tunnel if one is approved. Further, the federal gover-
nment should recognize that the decision with respect to a tunnel option will not be negatively
impacted by the cost of the improvements installed on Pennsylvania Avenue in front of the
White House prior to a build/no build decision.

= The Task Force recommends implementation of a Circulator, a new transit service being
planned for the downtown area on routes to be determined. A Circulator would permit a
partial and limited use of Pennsylvania Avenue to allow for controlled and secure vehicular
traffic in front of the White House. A Circulator would also help
to mitigate the closure of Pennsylvania Avenue by
restoring a cross-town transportation link
and once more offer to both visitors
and residents the experience of riding
in front of the White House without
undue security risks. The formal
entrances to the White House and
other public buildings in the
immediate vicinity would remain
accessible to approved vehicles, and
the Inaugural Parade would be able to
follow its traditional route.
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DESIGNING FOR SECURITY IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL

The Task Force finds that replacement of lost east-west transportation capacity will be required
to support the city's continued growth and vitality on a long-term basis. In order to address this
need, the Task Force recommends serious consideration of a tunnel within the Pennsylvania
Avenue or the E Street corridors, combined with a Circulator and wider application of TSM
measures. This recommendation will require detailed traffic studies (including TSM impacts),
engineering, environmental, historic preservation, urban planning and cost benefit analyses in
order to conclude the decision-making process. These studies should be undertaken
immediately and concluded within 18 to 24 months.

The Task Force recommends the reopening of E Street, which was closed after the September
11, 2001 attack, as soon as possible. In the future, street closures should not be relied upon as
a primary security measure.

The Task Force recommends that the National Capital Planning Commission prepare an
integrated Urban Design and Security Plan for Washington's entire Monumental Core to create
a secure and distinguished public realm. The plan, to be prepared in the next six months, will
identify permanent security and streetscape improvements to be developed over the next three
to five years. It will include a "kit of parts" - an array of landscape treatments, street furniture,
bollards, etc. - and recommend design solutions for Pennsylvania Avenue, President's Park, the
Federal Triangle, and the National Mall. The plan should be coordinated with City officials and
with appropriate governmental agencies.

The Task Force recommends that the planning and concept design of streetscape, landscape,
and security for Pennsylvania Avenue and the Monumental Core be undertaken by the
National Capital Planning Commission together with one or more nationally recognized
urban designers. Project design and construction would be accomplished by an appropriate
agency, such as the General Services Administration, the National Park Service, or the
District of Columbia government. This unified approach will assure that the work is done
properly, professionally, and not in a piecemeal fashion. It will also ensure this world class
Monumental Core is built so as to be functional, attractive, cost effective and reflective of
democratic values.

The Task Force recommends that the federal government fund all costs associated with the
development and ongoing implementation of the Urban Design and Security Plan, TSM
measures (as identified in the traffic study), a Circulator, and tunnel environmental assessments,
design, and engineering. If a tunnel is built, it should be a federal obligation to fund

its construction.




INTRODUCTION

ith the spread of terrorism in recent decades,
Wsecurity has become an inevitable feature of

modern urban life, particularly for those who
live and work in the Nation's Capital. Government is now
obliged to take the appropriate precautions to protect
against terrorist attacks of many sorts. The September 11,
2001 strikes on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon
have only served to underscore the public's recognition
that security has become a fundamental requirement of
American life.

In recent years, the federal government's response to the
threat of terrorism has profoundly affected Washington's
historic urban design and streetscape. Street closures have
disrupted local business activities and increased traffic
congestion. The hastily erected jersey barriers, concrete
planters, and guard huts that ring our buildings and line
our streets mar the beauty of the Nation's Capital. These
installations communicate fear and retrenchment and
undermine the basic premise that underlies a democratic
civil society. Along with the general public and other
federal and local agencies, the National Capital Planning
Commission has become increasingly concerned about the
hodge podge of solutions that have no aesthetic
continuity or urbanistic integrity as each federal agency
responds to its own individual security needs.

The hastily erected jersey barriers,
concrete planters, and guard huts
that ring our buildings and line our
streets mar the beauty of the
Nation's Capital.

Task Force Formation
and Participants

In October 2000, the House and Senate Committees on
Appropriations, acknowledging NCPC's "unique statutory
role in planning for the Nation's Capital, including the
White House," requested the Commission to provide
professional planning advice to Congress, the
Administration, and other federal agencies on the future
use of Pennsylvania Avenue in front of the White House.
In response to this Congressional request the Task Force
evaluated both Pennsylvania Avenue and more generally
the impact of federal security measures on the historic
urban design of Washington's Monumental Core.

National Capital Planning Commission members serving
on the Task Force are:

Richard L. Friedman, Task Force Chairman
Member, National Capital Planning Commission

John V. Cogbill 111
Chairman, National Capital Planning Commission

The Honorable Gale A. Norton

Secretary of the Interior

represented by John Parsons, Associate Regional Director, Lands,
Resources and Planning, National Park Service

The Honorable Stephen A. Perry

Administrator of General Services

represented by Anthony E. Costa, Assistant Regional
Administrator, and Michael McGill, Senior Project Manager,
Public Buildings Service

The Honorable Anthony A. Williams
Mayor of the District of Columbia
represented by Ellen McCarthy, Deputy Director,
Office of Planning

The Honorable Linda W. Cropp

Chairman of the District of Columbia Council
represented by Robert Miller,

Legislative Counsel to the Chairman

The Task Force solicited and carefully considered the widest
possible range of views on security and design matters.
Heads of other federal agencies or their representatives
offered invaluable input as participating, nonvoting
members of the Task Force. This report reflects the views
of the Task Force, but does not necessarily speak to the
opinion of all who participated in this process. Participating
agencies include the Department of Justice, the U.S. Secret
Service, the Department of Transportation, the Commission
of Fine Arts, the Architect of the Capitol, and the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation. NCPC also engaged the
services of nationally recognized security, transportation,
and urban design consultants.




DESIGNING FOR SECURITY IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL

Scope of Work

The Task Force began its work with an initial focus on
Pennsylvania Avenue in front of the White House. It
quickly became apparent, however, that the future of the
Avenue was only one part of a much larger issue: the
urban design impacts of security measures throughout
the Monumental Core. Successful solutions for
Pennsylvania Avenue could only be reached in the
context of a comprehensive design framework for the
entire Core. Task Force Members determined that their
objective was to identify urban design solutions that
would set a benchmark for security design throughout
the federal city.

The Task Force first convened on March 23, 2001 and has
met 13 times to examine a wide range of security and
design issues. Rand Corporation representatives presented
their assessment of security measures in Washington and
technical experts led the Task Force through tutorials on
blast dynamics, state-of-the-art technologies, and building-
hardening techniques. The Task Force's urban design
consultants evaluated the visual impact of existing and
alternative security installations in the city's Monumental
Core. The Task Force examined security design studies for
the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center,
the Justice Department Buildings, and the U.S. Capitol and
evaluated new design prototypes for security installations.

Federal security agency officials briefed the Task Force on
potential threats to the White House. Numerous
individuals and organizations, including representatives of
the National Park Service and the Federal City Council,
shared with the Task Force their ideas for the future of
Pennsylvania Avenue in front of the White House.
Alternatives for both reopening the Avenue and for its
continued interim and long-term closure were developed
and analyzed. Transportation consultants provided
detailed analyses of the impacts of all alternatives. A
noted White House historian, representatives of the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, and the
Commission of Fine Arts presented their views on the
potential effects these alternatives would have on the
White House and other historic properties.

This report summarizes the findings of the Task Force
regarding both Pennsylvania Avenue in front of the White
House and the design of security measures throughout the
Monumental Core. Based on these findings, the Task
Force outlines recommendations for an Urban Design and
Security Plan that will promote the safety of those who
live in, work in, and visit the Nation's Capital while
preserving the openness and historic design that have
made Washington an expression of American ideals and
one of the world's most admired capital cities.

CHELL
h;

| Delta barrier at the vehicular
entrance to the National Archives

Increasing security as a result of the
September 11th attacks.




SECURITY NEEDS OF
THE CAPITAL CITY

The Call for Security

he catastrophic September 11 attacks on the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon are the most recent

in a series of events of the past decade that have
focused public attention on a growing national problem. A
1993 truck bomb in the garage at the World Trade Center;
a 1994 single engine airplane crash into the south side of
the White House; and a 1995 truck bomb at the Alfred P.
Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City are among the
incidents that prompted the General Services
Administration, the State Department, the Department of
Defense, the FBI, the U.S. Secret Service, and other
federal law enforcement agencies to work together and
with independent researchers to develop security measures
in the Nation's Capital.

Terrorist activity can take many forms: personal attacks,
truck and car bombs, air assaults, electronic sabotage, and
biological and chemical weapons. Clearly, the physical
perimeter security measures affecting streetscapes in the
Nation's Capital as proposed in this report address only
some of these threats. The Task Force recognizes the
need for design solutions to establish stand-off zones
around federal buildings in Washington's Monumental
Core. These zones would provide the space for both
security barriers designed to protect against vehicle threats
and also for check points to screen individuals, property,
and vehicles.

Jersey barriers line
23th Street, adjacent to
the Harry S Truman
Building (Department
of State).

Interim Responses
to the Dilemma

Many temporary or interim security measures installed
throughout the Monumental Core have or threaten to
become, permanent fixtures in the city's landscape.
Temporary security surrounds national monuments and
public buildings and lines major avenues. Barriers and
planters have been placed in response to heightened
security requirements with little regard for the important
streetscapes, landscapes, and other urban design factors
unique to their location in the Core. For the most part,
elements more suitable for a highway construction site
have been used to secure sensitive historic areas of the
Nation's Capital.

No location better illustrates the problem than the
Washington Monument. Recently renovated to much
acclaim, the Washington Monument is currently
surrounded by a ring of concrete jersey barriers, and a
visitor screening trailer has been placed at the entrance to
the monument. These security measures severely
compromise the appearance of one of our Nation's most
important landmarks. The jersey barriers have been in
place for half a decade with no permanent solution in
sight, illuminating the difficulty of providing security in
such a prominent location.

Within the historic Federal Triangle, security elements such
as jersey barriers, concrete planters, and delta barriers —
operable barriers that are raised and lowered to permit
entry by authorized vehicles — have been used and parking
lanes have been restricted or eliminated to further enhance
security. Although the design of the Ronald Reagan
Building incorporated thoughtfully planned security
elements such as guard booths and planting beds,
temporary barriers and planters have been placed around
the site in response to heightened security requirements.
GSA has recently proposed streetscape designs for this
precinct in an attempt to ensure an attractive and secure
permanent environment.

Security measures at the
Washington Monument include
a ring of jersey barriers and a
temporary visitor screening
facility.




DESIGNING FOR SECURITY IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL

The majestic vista envisioned by L'Enfant, from the Capitol
to the White House, currently culminates in a tangle of
jersey barriers, highway cones, and security vans south of
the Department of Treasury Building. This disparate set of
solutions compromises the unity achieved through the
Pennsylvania Avenue Development Corporation's
streetscape plan, developed over 25 years ago.

Existing Policies and Guidelines
GSA Security Criteria

GSA's 1997 report titled "Physical Security Criteria and
Standards," forms the basis of the current federal
policies and guidelines for the assessment of security
risks. The report developed classifications for new
construction and major alterations of federal buildings
and also assigns one of five "protection levels" based on
factors that include symbolic importance, the critical
nature of operations, and consequences of an attack.
This approach, in conjunction with a detailed risk
assessment, identifies the level of appropriate protective
measures to be applied to any federal facility. The levels
range from A, which ascribes a "Low Level of
Protection Needed"— generally used when a building is
of low consequence and has no known threat — through
Level E, which is defined as "Extreme Level of
Protection Needed." Most of the buildings in the
Monumental Core are classified as Level C or D.

The Threat

The specific threat used as the design parameter for GSA
protection Levels C and D is either a bomb-laden
moving vehicle or a stationary (parked) bomb-laden
vehicle with a time delay or remote control detonation
device. GSA suggests criteria for moving and stationary
exterior vehicle bombs in the form of various stand-off
distances and the design of site perimeter barriers as
effective deterrents. Specific criteria are included in
GSA's report.

For example, requirements specified for Level D, such as a
national headquarters building, include:

= A 100-foot setback from all parking or the use of
compensating design measures.

= Elimination of parking and incorporation of the curb
and parking lanes as a part of the stand-off distance
where the 100-foot stand-off distance cannot be met.

= Perimeter barriers that stop a 12,000 Ib. vehicle
traveling at 50 mph.

= Vehicle arresting devices to protect garage and
service areas.

GSA has developed further specifications for security
zones around federal buildings falling within these
protection levels. These zones correspond to building and
site relationships and are discussed within the "General
Security Design Solutions™ section of this report.

Retractable bollards at the main entrance
to the Harry S Truman Building
(Department of State)

Following the September 11 attacks,
New Jersey Avenue was closed in front
of the Longworth and CannonHouse
Office Buildings.




DESIGN
SOLUTIONS FOR THE
MONUMENTAL CORE

Urban Design Framework

Planning and Design for Security

ecurity measures help to protect citizens, elected
Sofﬁcials, and the environments that honor and house

our democracy, but they should neither dominate
nor mar the appearance of the Nation's Capital — a city
admired around the world for the openness and
accessibility symbolized in its architecture. Indeed, the
underlying premise of the following guidelines is that
security measures should enhance the public environment
of the city. They may do so when conceived with
sensitivity and imagination, and implemented with good
urban design as one of their major objectives.

This is a matter of design intent and civic ambition. A
bench is expected to be comfortable to sit on, can be
quite attractive, and can be engineered to withstand the
force of a moving vehicle. A jersey barrier achieves the
latter, but makes for a poor place to sit and is hardly
admired for its beauty. Of course, a concrete barrier is less
expensive than a beautifully designed bench that is also
hardened to act as a security barrier. To incorporate design
quality into security planning will necessitate additional
funding, but will ultimately be justified on the basis of
achieving a more hospitable and pleasing streetscape.

Our Nation's Capital not only requires adequate security
but also deserves more robust and beautiful streetscapes.
Why not combine these two worthy agendas to produce
both a secure and a more distinguished public realm?

“America’s Main Street” — Pennsylvania Avenue from
the White House to the Capitol

Special Streets and Contextual Zones

The Task Force recommends a framework of clearly
defined special streets and contextual zones in which
customized security design can be applied. Streets are the
great linear connectors of our cities, the creators of
important addresses, and in themselves can be active and
beautifully designed spaces. Contextual zones may be
understood as neighborhoods or urban communities of
similar buildings, blocks, and streets. These zones are
familiar to anyone who lives and works in the city; they
follow traditional boundaries and major precincts. The
identification of special streets and contextual zones
ensures a consistent and thoughtful design for the public
realm, yet avoids a one-size-fits-all approach.

Creative combinations of lighting, trees, and hospitable
amenities such as benches can produce secure streetscapes
worthy of the Capital.

—~




DESIGNING FOR SECURITY IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL

Special Streets

Pennsylvania Avenue, one of L'Enfant's great symbolic streets radiating ¥ - 13 -" R L T R M

from the U.S. Capitol, is America's pre-eminent public way. It is the 71 PENNSYLVANIA AVE J] 5!"_.3': ]
address of the President and the route of the inaugural parade. The B e ,é‘-_-ﬁ'ﬁ?' ¥ - 4
breadth and scale of the Avenue provide continuity to the varying array _ t '

of uses, buildings, and architectural styles that are represented along this s T § =t

special street, but recent responses to the need for heightened security # INDEPENDENCE AVE

have resulted in a variety of styles of planters, bollards, streetlights, and K-,
barriers. The success of the original Pennsylvania Avenue Development .
Corporation (PADC) streetscape plan in unifying the Avenue has been i,,‘l,.-
undermined by the ad hoc implementation of security measures. —
The 25-year-old streetscape plan is in need of updating to include Special Streets
these security requirements.

Symmetrically located across the Mall, Maryland Avenue extends southwest from the Capitol through the Southwest Federal
Center toward the Jefferson Memorial. Unlike Pennsylvania Avenue, Maryland Avenue does not have a unified and consistent
streetscape. Mid-century modern architecture and varying setbacks from the sidewalk characterize current development along
Maryland Avenue. As with Pennsylvania Avenue, interim security elements, such as planters, barriers, and a disparate collection
of other structures, have been placed along Maryland Avenue to protect federal office buildings. Large setbacks and generous
landscaping require a different approach than that applicable to Pennsylvania Avenue and offer the opportunity to consider a
cohesive design for this special street.

Contextual Zones

The identification of six distinct contextual zones allows for the formation of overall design guidelines that are
responsive to these distinct areas of the District. While similar elements may be applied to each zone, their frequency,
scale, and detail may change to reflect the unique urban design and architectural character of the zone.

Contextual Zones in the Monumental Core




President's Park, a historic name in use more than two
hundred years ago, is the precinct and grounds comprising
the White House, the Eisenhower Executive Office
Building, the Department of the Treasury, Lafayette Park,
the Ellipse, Sherman Park, and the First Division
Monument. The zone is well defined and historically
distinct. Design guidelines incorporated in the
"Comprehensive Design Plan for the White House and
President's Park™ will guide streetscape and security design
for this area. Many existing significant security
improvements are consistent with the Design Plan;
however, interim security measures have compromised the
character and setting of President's Park.

The Hill consists of the U.S. Capitol
Building, the House and Senate
office buildings, the U.S. Supreme
Court Building, and the Library of
Congress buildings. The Capitol is a

are currently in place, but the uniform character of this
precinct calls for coherent and equally uniform streetscape
guidelines to accommodate a variety of security needs.
Streetscape designs for this precinct must also be
compatible with the treatment of Pennsylvania Avenue
between 3rd and 15th Streets.

The Southwest Federal
Center is located on the
south side of the Mall
and is roughly bounded
by Independence Avenue
and the Southwest
Freeway. The initial
development of this area

unique building with landscaping that
is an extension of Olmstead's 19th-century design of the
Capitol grounds. The historic character of this zone has
been well documented and design guidelines are well
respected. Security elements appropriate for President's
Park could also be used in this zone.

The Mall zone consists of the green panels and National
Park Service (NPS) parkland that comprise the National
Mall and includes the major monuments and memorials
contained within. The landscapes included in this zone vary
in character from the rigid axes and neo-classical geometry
of the mall to the picturesque setting of the Tidal Basin
and West Potomac Park. The security requirements
associated with these monuments and memorials are high
and the special character of this zone must be considered.
Elements appropriate to more urban zones are out of place
in this context.

The Federal Triangle is a fully built-out urban precinct of
federal office buildings that followed the development of
the McMillan Plan. With the exception of the turn-of-the-
century Old Post Office building and the recently
constructed Ronald Reagan Building, all of the buildings
within this zone are of the same time period and
architecture. These buildings uniformly hold the street wall
and are set back only to create a unique plaza or pedestrian
way. Planted areas and building plinths are ever present. A
wide variety of barriers, planters, bollards, and guardhouses

reflects the McMillan
Plan and the architecture
of the Federal Triangle. However, the majority of the
buildings are better characterized as mid to late 20th-
century modern architecture. Large setbacks from the
sidewalk are typical as are large landscaped plazas.
Security elements and streetscape design have the
potential to unify the appearance of this district.

A federal office enclave also exists in an area west of
President's Park to approximately 23rd Street, NW, from
Constitution Avenue north to the E Street Expressway.
This area contains large federal headquarters buildings,
including the Department of State, and other large
institutional and association headquarters. Although
somewhat disjointed, this zone contains many buildings of
distinction and affords an opportunity for the
establishment of a unified character and identity through
the design of a consistent streetscape.

The downtown area is roughly bounded by Pennsylvania
Avenue on the south, Massachusetts Avenue on the north,
and runs from approximately 3rd Street, NW to 25th
Street, NW. It is characterized by a consistent grid block
structure, radiating avenues, a mix of commercial office
and retail uses and a variety of architectural styles.

The design of security measures within this zone, must
carefully consider the varying uses, business interests,
pedestrian circulation,
and traffic and parking
requirements that

exist throughout this
employment area to avoid
any negative impacts.

©




DESIGNING FOR SECURITY IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL

ZONE 1
Building Interior

Building Security Zones

The "Urban Design Guidelines for Physical Perimeter
Entrance Security: An Overlay to the Master Plan for the
Federal Triangle," prepared by GSA, presented the
concept of security zones. Each of these zones, ranging
from the building's interior to the public streets around
the building, have different security risks and responses.
These can be translated into different architectural,
landscape, and streetscape responses to meet these
security needs.

GSA's security zones include:

= Zone 1: Building Interior

= Zone 2: Building Perimeter

= Zone 3: Building Yard

= Zone 4: Sidewalk

= Zone 5: Curb or Parking Lane
= Zone 6: Street

Zones 1 and 2 are related exclusively to the architecture of
the building, and are not the subject of these guidelines
for physical perimeter security. Zone 6 is not subject to
these guidelines, except insofar as a decision in the case of
Pennsylvania Avenue near the White House must be made —
whether to open the street or to keep it closed.

JELETTLEY
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Zones 3, 4, and 5 are related to both the public right-of-
way and the surrounding design context of the building.
Design guidelines are recommended for these zones.

Zone Prototypes

Extending GSA's concept of security zones, the Task
Force developed prototypes for the exterior zones of
buildings.

Building Yard (Zone 3)

The building yard is that portion of the site located
between the building wall or fagade and the sidewalk or
public right-of-way. The following are recommended
guidelines for security measures to be implemented in the
building yard security zone:

= Design security measures, such as gatehouses and
other entry facilities, to relate primarily to the design of
the building.

= Design other security measures to relate to the
character of the surrounding area.

= Do not impede pedestrian access to building entries or
pedestrian circulation on adjacent sidewalks.

= Use raised planter or building terrace as vehicular
barrier, and integrate landscaping and seating.

= Use bollards, light standards, planters, or other
furnishings to secure gaps and limit vehicular access
through pedestrian access points.

= Plant trees in the yard adjacent to the sidewalk to
create a double row of trees flanking the sidewalk.

Incorporate furnishings and amenities into the
building yard.

ZONE 3
Building Yard

ZONE 2
Building Perimeter

ZONE 4

ZONE 5 ZONE 6

Sidewalk Parking Lane Street
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Building Yard

Raised building plinth or planter with second row
of trees can provide building security.

Sidewalk (Zone 4)

The sidewalk zone is located between the building yard
and the curb or parking lane. The following are
recommended guidelines for security measures to be
implemented in this zone:

= Design security measures to relate primarily to the
character of the adjacent special street or
contextual zone.

= Incorporate security design within the design of
street lighting, planters, bollards, streetscape amenities
(seating, trash receptacles, flagpoles, kiosks, signage,
drinking fountains, water features, etc.) and
landscaping.

= Do not impede pedestrian access to entries or
pedestrian circulation on the sidewalk.

= Integrate planters and bollards into the overall
streetscape design.

A sidewalk that incorporates security
measures should not look like a
sidewalk to which security has been
added. Instead, security measures
should be incorporated into the overall
design of the streetscape.

Sidewalk Curb Lane
Curbed planter with

railing in place of
parking lane

1.

Widened sidewalk Removed
incorporating Parking Lane
trees, planters, and
other streetscape
elements.

Curb Lane (Zone 5)

The curb or parking lane is that portion of the street
adjacent to the curb. The following are recommended
guidelines for security measures to be implemented in the
curb or parking lane security zone:

Eliminate parking in this lane where warranted by the

security risk assessment.

Eliminate curbside loading zones and service access.

Incorporate the curbside lane into a widened

sidewalk zone.

Reserve sections of the curb lane for exclusive agency
use where such use can be controlled and monitored.
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A Kit of Parts for Urban Design

The Zone Prototypes can guide the development of a kit
of parts comprised of a variety of site design and security
elements. Designers and planners will be able to select
elements from this kit of parts to develop a design
appropriate to the conceptual setting and security needs of
a specific building or site. A kit of parts may include
design elements for:

= Gatehouses

= Terraces, walls, and raised planting beds
= Trees and planters

= Walls and fencing

= Posts and bollards

» Other site furnishings and amenities

Supporting documentation on the kit of parts is available
from NCPC.

A gatehouse in President’s Park that responds to the
urban context and surrounding architecture.

The gatehouse at the Re