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THE'CODE OF COWDUCT AND THE VIETNAN PRISONERS OF WAR 

John S .  McCain 
Commander, IJnited S t a t e s  Navy 

a -  PURPOSE: The purpose of this uaper is t o  review t h e  Code of 
* .Conduct i n  t h e  perspect ive  of the Vietnam pr i soner  of w a r  exper- 

ience and t o  recommend any changes that should be made t o  t h e  
P 

code i t s e l f  and t o  t h e  t r a i n i n g  and indoc t r ina t ion  of t h e  members 
of t h e  Armed Forces i n  t h e  Code of Conduct, Addi t ional ly ,  
recomnymdations a r e  presented f o r  t h e  educat ion of t h e  members 
of t h e  Armed Forces and the  U,S, publ ic  i n  order  t o  minimize 
the use of POWS by fu tu r e  enemies as p o l i t i c a l  hostages and 
propaganda veh ic les .  

DISCUSSION: The Vietnam c o n f l i c t  was t h e  f i r s t  t e s t  of the Code 
of Conduct, The major i ty  of the  American POWS was he ld  cap t ive  I 

longer  than i n  any o the r  war i n  which our country h a s  been engaged. I 
They were subjec ted  t o  a wide range of phys ica l  and psychological ,  I 1 

pressures  by t h e  North Vietnamese i n  an a t tempt  t o  provide the I 

enemy with propaganda i n  order  t o  b o l s t e r  t h e i r  w a r  e f f o r t  both I 

i n  t h e i r  country and in  the world, P resen t ly  t h e i r  are s e v e r a l  
aups which are considering poss ib le  r e v i s i o n s  of o r  changes to 

he Code of Cond~xct, The paper d i scusses  t h e  Code of Conduct, 
r t i c l e  by a r t i c l e ,  and a s s e s s e s  its value and v i a b i l i t y  as they  " 
related to t h e  Vietnam experience,  The paper a l s o  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  
need f o r  educat ion and t r a i n i n g  of the  members of  t he  Armed Forces 
and ways i n  which t h e  U.S. government ca.n minimize t h e  enemy expfoi-  , 
t a t i o n  of p r i s o n e r s  of w a r .  

I 

CONCLUSIONS: .I 

1, It is recommended t h a t  the  Code of Conduct, A r t i c l e  I11 
concerning escape should be changed t o  read ,  "I w i l l  make every 
reasonable e f f o r t  t o  escape." 

2. A r t i c l e s  of t h e  Code concerning ~ a r o l e  snd t h e  assumption 
of Command need t o  be emphasized in bxktiin'g i n  the  Code of 
Conduct, 

3 ,  A r t i c l e  V concerning name, rank,  ser ia l -number ,  and d a t e  
of b i rdh  should no t  be re laxed a s  it  is important t o  maintain 
a s t r o n g  pos ture  i n  the  face of the  enemy. 

4, The e s s e n t i a l i t y  of l eader sh ip  and communication i n  a 
POW environment must be emphasized i n  the  t r a i n i n g  and indoct r in-  
a t i o n  i n  t h e  code, . . 

5. More case s t u d i e s  and c l a s s  room i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  should be 
implemented i n  t h e  SERE schools  ins t ead  of t h e  unavoidable 
u n r e a l i n t i c  "compound" type t r a i n i n g  now used i n  these  schools .  

6 .  A 1 3  xernb~rs of t h e  Armed Forces sho i~ ld  be informed of  the  
na tu re  of' Uni ted  S t a t e s  fo re ign  pol icy  if he is expected to r i s k  



-\ his life in defense of kt, A program of education of all 
the Armed Forces in U.S. foreign policy is recommended, 

7. The Code of Conduct was to a large degree responsible 
for the generally admirable record of the Vietnam POW. Their 
pe~formance should provide ample justification for a Code of 
Conduct modified to a limited degree as the lessons of the 
Vietnam war may indicate, 

' ._ 
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THE CODE OF CONDUCT AND THE VIETNAM PRISONERS OF WAR 

John S. McCain 
Commander, UrAiteu S t a t e s  Navy 

During the  Korean War, the  United S t a t e s  was confronted f o r  t h e  
* 

first time w i t h  communist e x p l o i t a t i o n  of American p r i s o n e r s  of war 

(POWS) through propaganda and inhumane treatment;. A t  t h e  end of 

t h a t  &r, when 2 1  American servicemen, who had been p r i s o n e r s  i n  

North Korea, chose t o  l i v e  i n  China r a t h e r  than  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  own 

country,  t h e  American pub l i c  was shocked and t h e  United S t a t e s  governz 

ment embarassed. A s  t he  s t o r y  of our p r j s o n e r s  i n  North Korea w a s  
- 1 

t o l d ,  we soon discovered the  meaning of "brain-washing." Collabora- 

t i o n  with t h e  enemy by American servicemen i n  t h i s  war forced  a t t e n t i o n  

on t h e  need f o r  a new d e f i n i t i o n  of the  s t a t u s  and proper conduct of 
0 

p r i s o n e r s  of war. A s tudy group worked on t h i s  problem f o r  mare 

than a year .  From t h i s  e f f o r t  a doc t r ine  evolved which was embodied 

i n  t h e  Code of Conduct, promulgated on 17 August 1955 t h e  Depart- 

ment of Defense, the  c e n t r a l  f e a t u r e  of t h i s  new code was the concept 

t h a t  t h e  American s o l d i e r  in enemy hands w a s  s t i l l  "at w a r "  with 

t h e  enemy. Under t h i s  new doc t r ine  an American f i g h t i n g  man had 

t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  r e s i s t ,  ha rass ,  and inconvenience t h e  enemy 

as much as poss ib le ,  While t h i s  Code of Conduct had minimal l e g a l  

b a s i s ,  osince it was riot a federal .  s t a t u t e ,  i t  has  served t h e  p a s t  

18 yea r s  as the  s tandard of behavior f o r  members of the  United S t a t e s  

Armed Forces who a r e  he ld  capt ive  i n  times of w a r .  Servicemen'wKo 

fought  i.n Vietnam were i n s t r u c t e d  i n  these  s tandards  dur ing  t h e i r  

b a s i s  t r a i n i n g .  Over f i v e  hundred American p r i s o n e r s  of was i n  

N o r t h  Vietnam l i v e d  under this Code; some f o r  as  long as e i g h t  yea r s .  
I 
I 
i T h e  e v i d m c e  is in .  We a r e  ready t o  eval~ls t te  the r e s u l t s .  



' 
A L. 

---a 

The Vietnam w a r  was t h e  f i rs t  Isrge s c a l e  t e s t  of the new Code -*", 

Conduct. Now with t h e  r e t u r n  t o  America of 565 p r i s o n e r s  of war we 

have f i r s t  hand evidence of the  r e s u l t s ,  and as a consequence the 

Department o f  Defense is giv ing  s e r i o u s  cons ide ra t ion  t o  r e v i s i n g  

t h e  Code. Many people,  both i n  and ou t  of the  m i l i t a r y ,  f e e l  that 

, . t he  Code is too  s t r i c t ,  and t h a t  g r e a t e r  l a t i t u d e  of a c t i o n  and 

behavior should be granted t o  p r i soners  of w a r .  Some say  t h e  Code 

is u n r e a l i s t i c  and impossible t o  observe i n  many a r e a s .  Others  

r e p l y  t?xat t h e  conduct of t h e  v a s t  major i ty  of the  American p r i s o n e r s  

of *,was i n  Vietnam, who a c t u a l l y  used the  Code of Conduct as a 

s tandard ,  w a s  i n  keeping with the  h ighes t  American va lues  and was 
* 

e s s e n t i a l l y  reasonable f o r  t h e  American pr i soners  of war, 
- I 

The purpose of t h i s  paper is: first, t o  descr ibe  t h e  way i n  

which the  p r i s z n e r s  of war i n  North Vietnam u t i l i z e d  t h e  code and 

, how t h e i r  experiences r e l a t e d -  t6 ; and second, t o  a t tempt  t o  draw 
0 

Lessons from these experiences with recommendations f o r  f u t u r e  

t r a i n i n g  of Amr ican  tservicemen, f o r  changes t o  t h e  Code of Conduct, 

and f o r  ways on educat ing the  American publ ic .  Admittedly t h i s  

paper mzy be w r i t t e n  from a r a t h e r  narrow, b u t  personal ,  viewpoint 

wiout access  t o  s t a t i s t i c s  t h a t  arc needed t o  draw conelusions 

from case s t u d i e s .  However, t h e  personal  experience of one who has 
been a POW is of some value i n  an o v e r a l l  assessr!xeni; of t h e  Code of 

Conduct. 

Before revielving the s p e c i f i c  circums-hnces and responses of 

American p r i s o n e r s  af war i n  Iqorth Vietnam, it is worth n o t i n g  

several f a c t o r s  t h a t  con t r ibu te  t o  t h e  complexity of t h i s  POW 

issue and drarnatize S ts i m p ~ r i a n c e  . The complexity r e s u l t s  i n  

p a r t  from t h e  f l a g r a n t  v i o 1 a t i . m ~  by most Communist governments 

o f t t h e  Geneva1 Conventions of 39b9 concerning trea-tment of POWS, 

\ 1.t i l l so  a r i s e s  f r o x  the new dimerialon i n  i n t e r n a t i o ~ a l  c o n f l i c t  

i 



which h a s  der ived from a c t i o n s  of POWS dur ing  t h e  Korean and 

Vietnam wars, A r t i c l e  85 of  the  Geneva Conventions, f o r  t h e  

t rea tment  of p r i s o n e r s  of w a r ,  c l e a r l y  s t a t e s ,  "Pr isoners  of waT 

prosecuted under the  laws of t h e  detaining country f o r  a c t s  

committed p r i o r  t o  capture s h a l l  r e t a i n  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of t h e  Geneva 

Convention," Unfortunately,  most of the  communist countries when 

s i g n i n g  the  Geneva Conventions have added caveats  similar t o  t h e  

fo l lowing by the S o v i e t  Union: "The USSR does n o t  consider  i t s e l f  

bound by t h e  oh l iga t ion ,  which fol lows from A r t i c l e  83, t o  extend 

t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of +he convention t o  p r i soners  of war who have been 

convicted under t h e  law of the  de ta in ing  power i n  accordance with 

t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of the  Nuremburg t r ia ls ,  f o r  war crimes, and crimes - , 

a g a i n s t  humanity. I t  being understood t h a t  persons convicted of 

such crimes must be s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  condi t ions  obt ,z i~ i .ng  i n  t h e  

country i n  ques t ion  f o r  those who undergo t h e i r  p u n i s h m e n t , ' 9 s  

long as communist i h s i s t  on t h e  above i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

of A r t i c l e  85, American POWS i n  f u t u r e  c o n f l i c t  can expect  s i m i l a r  

t rea tment  t o  t h a t  accorded t h e  POWS i n  the  Korean and Vietnam 
C 

c o n f l i c t s .  

I n  r e c e n t  yea r s  t h e  world has  f r equen t ly  witnessed t h e  use 

of p r i s o n e r s  of war as p o l i t i c a l  pawns, Nations having t r u l y  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  government, which r e s p e c t  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  ind iv idua l ,  
1 

are much more vulnerable  t o  t h i s  form of blackmail  then  n a t i o n s  , 

which p lace  low value  on the  l i v e s  of t h e i r  own armed f o r c e s .  The 

first example of p o l i t i c a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of p r i s o n e r s  of war was 

i n  the  Korean c o n f l i c t .  Now we have seen it i n  t h e  Vietnam war, 

and more r e c e n t l y  i n  t h e  India-Pakistan c o n f l i c t .  The Arab- I s rae l i  

s i t u a t i o n  was exacerbated i n  1974 by t h e  r e f u s a l  of S y r i a  t o  r e p a t r i -  

ate o r  even account f o r  I s r a e l i  p r i soners  of w a r ,  



RADM James I3 ,  Stockdale ,  U S N  wrote i n  -- Naval. War Cellegg REview 

'*'3?he condi t ions  under which American POWS ex i s t ed  have changed rad ic -  

a l l y  s i n c e  World War 11, I t  is no longer a mat ter  of simply being 

s h o t  i n t o  your parachute,  going t o  a reasonably p l e a s a n t  "Hogan's 

Heroes" p r i son  camp and s i t t i n g  out  t h e  w a r ,  A t  l e a s t  it was n o t  

t h a t  way i n  Vietnam. I n  Vietnam t h e  American POW did  n o t  suddenly 

f i n d  himself on the  war's s i d e l i n e s .  Rather,  he found himself 

on one. of the  major b a t t l e f r o n t s  - t he  propaganda ba t t lc f6or i t . "  

Two and or-~e-half m i l l i o n  American f i g h t i n g  men scrvcd i n  t h e  

Vietnam c o n f l i c t ,  and more importantly,  46,000 s a c r i f i c e d  t h e i r  

l i v e s  i n  the  cause of t h a t  n a t i o n ' s  r i g h t  t o  determine its own 

f u t u r e .  Yet,  i n  the  l a t t e r  s t a g e s  of t h a t  war, m i l l i o n s  of people5 

were more a c t i v e l y  concerned about the  p l i g h t  of 565 POWS i n  Hanoi 

than  i n  any bigger  i s s u e  of the  w a r .  

u This r e l a t i v e l y  small number of men from a  country with a 

populat ion of  210 mi l l ion  were a mat ter  of prime concern La t he  

people and the  government of the  United S t a t e s .  A s  w r i t t e n  i n  

March t o  Calumny, " I n  a l l  American wars, inordina te  pub l i c  and 

o f f i c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  h a s  been paid t o  the  death and s u f f e r i n g  of 

p r i s o n e r s  of war, t h e i r  heroism and cowardice, t h e i r  l o y a l t y  and 

d i s l o y a l t y ,  t h e i r  s e l f i s h n e s s  and a l t r u i s m  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  concern 

toward the  fate and behavior of  men i n  b a t t l e . "  

There were s e v e r a l  reasons f o r  t h i s  new - i n t e r n a t i o n a l  spot-  
0 

light on t h e  POW,  F i r s t ,  it, was d u e  t c  Anerican and A l l i e d  yearn- 

ing t o  end t h e  war under honorable condi t ions.  T h i s  meant achieving  

r e l e a s e  of American p r i soners  o.? war before h a l t i n g  the  bcmbing. 

Second, the  l eng th ,  of the  war and lack of m i  l i t a r y  v i c t o r y  d is ' i l lus ioned 

many Americans who thought of wsr as only a "win-lcse" exce rc i se .  



-"I 
Third, t h e  courage of t h e  POW f a m i l i e s  won t h e  sympathy and admira- 

t i o n  of the  publ ic .  Fourth,  P res iden t  Johnson reversed  h i s  o f f i c i a l  

po l i cy  of a t tempt ing  t o  "win" the  war, F i n a l l y ,  t h e  world media 

poured o u t  i t s  message of t h e  f u t i l e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  Vietnamese 

people and t h e i r  land. 

In t h e  nuclear  age,  successive United S t a t e s  Governments 

have advocated the  s o l u t i o n  of  c o n f l i c t  by means of nego t i a t ed  

se t t l ement .  This  has  become an uns ta ted  n a t i o n a l  po l i cy  e s p e c i a l l y  

i n , t h o s e  c o n f l i c t s  wherein t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  USSR were involved. 

"Unconditional surrender"  has  n o t  been our s t a t e d  o b j e c t i v e  s i n c e  

1;45. One + e s u l t  of t h i s  new pol icy  of "negoti.ation" is t h a t  i n  
- x 

t h e  Korean and Vietnam w a r s  prolonged n e g o t i a t i o n s  have grown up 

cver  the  POW i s s u e ,  The Chimcse a t  Panmunjon and t h e  North Vie%- 
-* 

namese i n  t h e  r e c e n t  P a r i s  negnblat lons attempted t o  g a i n  concessions 
0 

from t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  the  r e l e a s e  of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  

of w a r .  The POWS of ,bo th  wars could a p t l y  be descr ibed as p o l i t i c a l  

hostages.  I n  the  Vietnam c o n f l i c t  U . S .  n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  w a s  remolded 

o r  a t  l e a s t  influenced by the  p l i g h t  of an  undetermined number of 

Americans he ld  by Hanoi. In  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r s  of t h a t  w a r  m i l l i o n s  

of Americans wanted t o  br ing  them home a t  almost any cos t .  This  

sentiment culminated i n  t h e  we l l  meaning and d e l i b e r a t e  s ta tement  

by a p r e s i d e n t i a l  candidate t h a t  he would go t o  Hanoi on h i s  knees 

and beg f o r  the  POWS, Some say it is poss ib le  t h a t  t h e  p r i s o n e r  

i s s u e  may have had greater impact upon success fu l  n e g o t i a t i o n s  

than  a c t i o n s  by our- combat f o r c e s .  I n  1972, t h e  North Vietnamese 

n e g o t i a t i n g  posi. t ion had evolved t o  simply "withdraw all U.S, . 
t roops  from Vietnam and a l l  pr i suness  of w a r  w i l l  be re turned ."  

In o the r  words, the  proposal  was t o  t r ade  t h e  United S t a t e s  presence 

i n  Southeas t  A s i s  f o r  the  r e t u r n  of the  p r i soners  of w a r .  In these  



years, many congressional  . resolut ions,  favorable  t o  t h e  enemy, 

were based s o l e l y  on t h e  guaranteed r e t u r n  of Americans from North 

Vietnam, 

The communists techniques have ranged from forced  confessions 

of germ warfare  during the  Korean c o n f l i c t ,  t o  forced  confessions 

of w a r  crimes i n  Vietnam. Their  propaganda e x p l o i t a t i o n  of t h e  

p r i s o n e r s  gained them sympathy in t he  United S t a t e s  and i n  t h e  

f r e e  world coun t r i e s .  A t  t h e  same time, such propaganda boosted 

t h e  morale of t h e i r  own people,  and s t rengthened t h e i r  government, 

There is no doubt t h a t  t h e  North Vietnamese were hoping t o  achieve 

t h e i r  goa l s  i n  Southeas t  A s i . s  v i a  t h e  heavi ly  s l a n t e d  r e p o r t i n g  
- I 

and pure propagmh promulgated v i a  the  newspapers, r a d i a ,  and TV 

i n  t h e  U.S. I n  e f f e c t ,  they planned t o  win t h e  war on t h e  s t r e e t s  

of San Francisco,  Chicago, New York Ci ty ,  and Washington, D . G ,  

t h e  same way they won the  Indo-China war with France in  the s t r e e t s  

of P a r i s ,  They succeeded i n  us ing  the  POWS as a major bargaining 

ch ip  i n  achieving  t h i s  goal .  

On re f l ec t i .on ,  we can a l l  r e c a l l  h i g h l i g h t s  of the N0ri;li 

Vietnam propaganda campaign: the "Hanoi Parade" of J u l y  1966 

when American p r i s o n e r s  were paraded, shackled toge the r ,  down 

t h e  s t r e e t s  of Hanoi through a screaming h y s t e r i c a l  mob of North 

~ i e t n a n ; e s e l  phoney f i l m s  of American POWS supposedly enjoying 

a Christmas s e r v i c e  by t h e i r  humane captors ;  the  small "se lec t1 '  

group of p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  met the  anti-war de lega t ions  l ed  by people 

l i k e  Jane Fonda and Ramsey Clark - who v i s i t e d  North Vietnam and 

re turned  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  d u t i f u l l y  r e p o r t  t h a t  a l l  was 

w e l l  with t h e  American p r i soners  and t h a t  the  POWS were enjoying 

a l i f e  of ease  and luxury i n  t h e '  "Hanoi Hi l ton ,"  Cdr. Richard 

S t r a t t o n  raadinq a confession f'ram behind a c u r t a i n  (it was a 



t h e r e  and bowing 90 degrees f o u r  liws, These arc examples of 

how t h e  North Vietnamese aticrnpted, with some suzcess, t o  use t h e  

p r i s o n e r s  of war f o r  propaganda purposes ,  

I n  t h e  fol lowing s e c t i o n s  of t h i s  paper E plan to r e l a t e ,  
1 

as I remember it, the  remarhble performance of most American 

p r i s o n e r s  of war i n  Vietnan, and t o  show how t h e i r  performance 

w a s  inf luenced by the Code of Conduct, Addi t ional ly ,  I w i l l  p o i n t  

o u t  where I be l i eve  the  Code is n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  e x p l i c i t  o r  where 

it is n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  f l e x i b l e .  

- 9 

ARTICLE 111 I F  I AM CAPTURED I WILL CONTINUE TO RESIST BY 
ALL MEANS AVAILABLE 

The a b i l i t y  of a  pr i soner  t o  r e s i s t  r e s t s  to n great degree 

on i n t a n g i b l e  q u a l i t i e s  which he has acquired before h i s  capture.  

Among these  a r e ;  b e l i e f  i n  country,  f a i t h  in  God, love of family 

and phys ica l  stamina, There a r e  some techniques and p r a c t i c e s ,  

however, which can be used t o  he lp  r e s i s t a n c e  and t o  minimize t h e  

ga ins  of t h e  enemy. One of t h e  most important f a c t o r s  in  the  

a b i l i t y  of a p r i soner  t o  r e s i s t  is communication. Same p r i s o n e r s  

stz-i;c that it is abso lu te ly  v i t a l .  I t  has a t  v a r i o u s  t imes made 

the  d i f f e rence  between co l l abora t ion  and r e s i s t e n c e ,  menta l  s t a b i l i t y  

and i n s a n i t y ,  heroism and cowardice. The North Vietnamese were 
0 

perhaps b e t t e r  aware of the v a l u e  of  communication than were the  

p r i s o n e r s ,  From 1965 t o  1970 most p r i s o n e r s  were kept  i n  i n d i v i d u a l  

c e l l s  o r  i n  small c e l l s  housing only two o r  . three persons.  A l l  

forms of communication between p r i soners  were s t r i c t l y  forbidden.  

Some of t h e  most severe punishments were d e a l t  out  as a result 

of p r i s o r ~ c r s  being apprehended while comnunicating, The camp 

a u t h o r i i i c $  c o r r e c t l y  equated communication w5 t h  organiza t ion  
d 

i I 
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and fea red  it with h y s t e r i c a l  preoccupation. 

I n  1965, two naval  o f f i c e r s ,  Lieutenant  Commander Bnb Shumaker 

and Captain Smit ty  Harris, develcped iL method of c~rnmunieating 

c a l l e d  t h e  " tap-code." This  extremely simple code employed by 

tapping,  sweeping, coughing, and w r i t i n g  was a mainstay of conmunica- 

t i o n s  f o r  the  next  seven years .  Many POWS developed an  a b i l i t y  

t0 communicate by tapping almost as r a p i d l y  as they could by 

t a l k i n g ,  T h i s  method of communication became known t o  t h e  guards 

b u t ,  t h e r e  w a s  n o  way they could f u l l y  suppress  it. Most North 

Vietnam p r i s o n  camps were s t a f f e d  with some of t h e  ].east e f f e c t i v e  
1, 

members of t h e  army! the  exception being t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i m -  
- k 

t i o n  o f f i c e r s .  Thus, t h e  American p r i s o n e r s  had one very  important 

f a c t o r  on t h e i r  s i d e ;  t h e  p r i son  guards were inc red ib ly  s t u p i d ,  
\ 

There were many examples ,of* the' tremendous value of communication 
t 

between p r i soners .  I n  " l i t t l e  Vegas," one bu i ld ing  which housed 

about  15 p r i soners ,  e x c e l l e n t  i n t e r - p r i s o n  communications e x i s t e d  

and t h e  inmates of t h a t  bu i ld ing  had high morales and performed 

i n  an  outs tanding  manner. From dawn u n t i l  c h s k  t h e r e  was continuous 

communication among the  POWS and much a c t i v i t y  i n  t h a t  bui ld ing .  

I n  another  bui ld ing ,  which was n o t  more than t e n  f e e t  away, l i v e d  

a group which d i d  n o t  maintain'communications. Their  performance 

and morale could on3.y be judged as unsa t i s fac to ry .  

Psychologis t s  say t h a t  a f t e r  about 60 days of s o l i t a r y  confine- 

ment a human begins t o  s u f f e r  permanent mental d e t e r i o r a t i o n .  

Somc p r i s o n e r s  i n  North Vietnam underwent as much as f o u r  and one- 

h a l f  yea r s ,  n o t  a11 a t  one s t r e t c h ,  of s o l i t a r y  confinement and . . 
emerged mentally undamaged. This was a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of the 

communications mairitnined with o ther  Americans while i n  s o l i t a r y  

confinement , 



Communications among POWS was d e s i r a b l e  f o r  an  exchange of 

v i t a l  admin i s t r a t ive  information; but  it was v i t a l  f o r  t h e  purpose 

of keeping morale high. Thl2 knowledge t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  men 

undergoing s imi las  experiences and emphathiz ing  with f e l low p r i s o n e r s  

is of ines t imable  va lue ,  When an  ind iv idua l  POW was i n  a s i t u a t i o n  

of s e v e r e  pressure  o r  s t r a i n  s t h e r  POWS would take almost  any r i s k  

t o  l e t  him know t h a t  t h e r e  were with him i n  mind and h e a r t .  

One of t h e  s tandard  methods t o  wear down a p r i s o n e r ' s  r e s i s t -  

ence t o  t h e i r  demands was the  use of what could be descri'bed a s  

"self-induced" punishment. That is t o  say,  p r i s o n e r s  being ordered 

t o  s i t ,  kneel ,  o r  ' s tand f o r  long per iods  of time deprived of rest 
- 1 

o r  s l e e p ,  This  form of t o r t u r e ,  without  lay ing  a hand on a p r i s o n e r ,  

w a s  sometines very success fu l  i n  breaking h i s  w i l l .  These cond i t ions  

of s tanding ,  kneel ing,  e t c ,  were imposed by t h r e a t s  of more severe  

punishment i f  the  p r i soner  refused.  Through experience it was 

learned t h a t  t h e  b e s t  course of a c t i o n  was t o  i n i t i a l l y  comply 

1 with the  o rde r s  t o  kneel  o r  s tand  u n t i l  f a t i g u e  s e t  in .  Then, 
I 

when t h e  phys ica l  pa in  became extreme," but  n o t  phys ica l ly  damaging, 

t h e  p r i s o n e r s  learned t o  gradual ly  r e f u s e  t o  punish himself f u r t h e r .  

The important idea here  is t o  fo rce  the  enemy t o  punish t h e  POW n o t  

f o r  t h e  p r i s o n e r  t o  punish himself .  An i n t e r e s t i n g  psychological  
L 

e f f e c t ' o f  "self-induced" t o r t u r e  is t h a t  t h e  immediate source of 

discomfort  is n o t  the  captor  but  t h e  p r i soner  h imsel f ,  Added t o  

t h i s  are t h e  t h r e a t s  of more severe t o r t u r e  i f  t h e  p r i soner  does 

n o t  comply w i t h  t h e  orders  of the  in te r roga to r .  One of t h e  most 

important l e s sons  gained is t h a t  the  f e a t  of punishment w a s  o f t e n  

worse than  the  a c t u a l  punishment i t s e l f .  

T h w o  is r.ot doubt  t h a t  t he  a b i l i t y  of the  p r i s o n e r s  of w a r  

i n  Vietr:am t o  r e s i s t  was erihancc?d by t h e i r  in t ense  d i s l i k e  of 
J 



t h e  North Vietnamese. This  was c ~ u s e d  by their cap to r s  a t t empts  t o  

humi l i a t e  and deerade them. One example, was t he  camp r e g u l a t i o n s  

concerning bowing. The pr iecr lcrs  were r equ i red  t o  bow whenever 

a Vorth Vietnamese came i n  proximity. This a s p e c t  of t h e  t rea tment  

by the  North Vietnamese backfired on them and served t a  s t i f f e n  

t h e  r e s i s t e n c e  pos ture  of the  p r i soners .  Many ex-POWS have s t a t e d  

t h a t  due  t o  the  length  and divisiverress of t h e  Vietnam c o n f l i c t ,  i f  

t he  po i i cy  of t h e  North Vietnamese towards t h e  captured Americans 

had been of s t r i c t  adherence t o  the  Geneva Convention t h e  North 

Vietnamese might have re turned  a group of men 

g r a t e f u l  and sympathetic t o  t h e i r  problems i n  

Ins tead ,  s dedicated group of anti-con;munists 

ordea l .  

Phys ica l  condi t ion  has a g r e a t  infl-uence 

who would have been 

t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  world. 

have emerged from -t iat  

on the  a b i l i t y  of 

a p r i soner  t o  r e s i s t .  A s  opposed t o  the  Japanese and Korean War 

experiences,  most of the  food prcvided by the  North Vietnamese 

cap to r s  was adequate f o r  maintenance of body weight and s t r e n g t h ,  

However, t h e r e  w a s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f ference  i n  t h e  phys ica l  and 

sometimes mental condi t ion  of those men who made every e f f o r t  

t o  exce rc i se  and keep phys ica l ly  fit. Also, men who had previousl-y 

engaged i n  con tac t  s p o r t s  were  able t o  withstand phys ica l  t o r t u r e  

b e t t e r  than  those who had not .  However, t h e  mental frame of mind 

of a 

thall 

t h a t  

PQw and h i s  b e l i e f  i n  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  r e s i s t  was more important 

h i s  a c t u a l  phys ica l  s t r e n g t h ,  

One important lesson learnee  was t h a t  i f  t he  communists f e l t  

a p r i soner  could n o t  be r e s to red  t o  an acceptable  mental  

and physical  condi t ion  they would remove him from the  group and 

let him d i e .  This was graphically i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  December of 

1970 whm : i l l  but f o u r  o:" t h e  American p r i s o n e r s  were moved i n t o  

/' lalyy ?3cr;!ie; i'o: .:he f :rst 4;ixe. Those f o u r  men were s u f f e r i n g  
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from severe  mental and phys ica l  problems. They were never seen 

again .  

One of the  key elements i n  r e s i s t e n c e  is l eadersh ip ,  a mat t e r  

which w i l l  be addressed in a r t i c l e  LV.  

To most e f f e c t i v e l y  r e s i s t  when a p r i soner  of war, an American 

man h a s  t o  undergo something of a change i n  b a s i c  i n s t i n c t s  and 

va lues .  Within our soc ie ty .  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  members 

p r a c t i c e  honesty and openess. I n  order  t o  surv ive  a s  a p r i s o n e r  

one h a s  t o  l e a r n  t o  l i e ,  deceive,  and s t e a l .  There a r e  many ad jus t -  

ments a POW must make, n o t  the  l e a s t  of which is t o  t h e  a c t u a l  
? h v i n g  condi t ions .  One of the  most important is t o  ad jus-o 

- 1 

dea l ing  with ones captors .  Communications is v i t a l  f o r  organiza t ion  

and r e s i s t e n c e .  Simple communication methods must be t augh t  t o  
-6 

men who w i l l  e n t e r  combat. P h y ~ i . c a l  and mental  f i t n e s s  must be 
0 

maintained. Ways t o  minimize self-induced punishment must be 

taught .  + 

ARTICLE 111 cont.  I WILL MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ESCAPE 
AND A I D  OTHERS TO ESCAPE. s . 

The h i g h e s t  probabi1,i ty f o r  a success fu l  escape i n  Southes t  

A s i s  w a s  immediately a f t e r  capture and before being taken t o  a 

p r i s o n  camp, e s p e c i a l l y  t o  Hanoi. Those few a t tempts ,  with t h e  

except ion of Die te r  Dengler 's  escape (which was from Laos) r e s u l t e d  

from success fu l  evasion techniques.  I n  t h e  pr ison camps the 

poss ib i l . i t y  of escape was very small. The most d i f f i c u l t  a s p e c t  

.- was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the  major i ty  of the  POWS were loca ted  i n  t h e  

middle of a c i t y  of a ' m i l l i o n  and a ha l f  A s i a t i c s .  If they managed 

t o  s c a l e  the  prison walls tile chances f o r  g e t t i n g  t o  an  a r e a  where 

rescue  was f e a s i b l e ,  by U.S, or f f i e n d l y  f o r c e s ,  was p r a c t i c a l l y  



zero.  In  t h i s  environmen-t, a ~:rccrt.s.;i'?~'l escape was v i r t u a l l y  

impossible without  ou t s ide   he?^. In 8 communist s o c i e t y ,  having 

t o t a l  c o n t r o l  over i t s  gopu?at lon,  it is s l m o s t  impossible to i n f i l -  

t r a t e  personnel  who could ar,ei.;;t i n  an escapc. However, t h i s  is n o t  

t o  d i s rega rd  t h e  f a m  t h a t  escapes :xrP good f o r  p r i soner  morale 

and it is the  duty of. a l l  p r i s o n e r s  <if w a r  t o  a t tempt  them, If 

only one o r  two PONS coul:! have escaped during t h i s  per iod it would 

have been of i n e s t i m b l e  value t a  t h e  U.S. government and Lo t h e  

f a m i l i e s  of t h e  p r i soners  of war, 

In  May of 1969, Captain John Dramesi USAF and Captain Ed 

At terbury  USAP esckped from the  "Zoo," a camp i n  the  c i t y  of Hanoi. 
- a  

I t  was a c l e v e r i y  planned and w e l l  executed depar ture .  However, 

they were captured t h e  f a l lowing  morning. Upon r e t u r n  t o  t h e  camp. 

, Atterbury  was beaten t o  death arid Dramesi was subjec ted  t o  t h e  

s e v e r e s t  condi t ions  f c r  the  next^ year  and a half.  Moreover, s e r i e s  

of purges swept a l l  t he  camps, Men. were taken awl t o r t u r e d  for 

possib3 e escape p lans ,  and communica-kion wi th in  the  camps w a s  

d i s rup ted  f o r  long periods.  Addi t ional ly ,  t h e  q u a l i t y  and q u a n t i t y  

of t h e  food d e t e r i o r a t e d ,  the  frequency of inspec t ion  increased,  

and t h e  genera l  l i v i n g  cond i t ions  and t reatment  markedly worsened. 
'% 

I n  t h e  Hanoi p r i son  cornpiex the  Senior  Rank.j.ng Officer had 
I 

t h e  r c s p o n s i b i  l i t y  of granting final apprcval  f o r  any escape a t t empts ,  

If he approved a n  escape a t tempt  with Li t t l e  prospec ts  of  success ,  

some of the  POWS who were i n  paor condi t ion  mighL d i e  as a r e s u l t  

of t h e  reyrisals, Yet, he had t o  consider  whether an escape should 

be attempted f o r  the  sake of morale o r  t o  demonstrate p r i s o n e r  

r e s o l v e  t o  the  f:orth Vi.ctrmnese, Would t he  b e n e f i t s  of a success  

be worth t h e  reperclassions created? This  was a s u b j e c t  of corxs:i.dc.~,- 

able  con-troversb smong.;t tile Harmi p r i s o n e r s ,  The po l i cy  f jna.lly 



attempted except "escapes of opportunityJ'  ( f o r  example, a sudden 

chance presented while being t ranspor ted  from one camp t o  another .  ) 

E f f o r t s  t o  ob ta in  ou t s ide  h e l p  w i l l  n o t  be discussed i n  t h i s  paper 

due t o  reasons of c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  However, s u f f i c e  it t o  say  

t h a t  no American p r i s o n e r s  of war success fu l ly  escaped from a 
* 

'pr ison camp ins ide  Hanoi, 

A r t i c l e  I11 of t h e  Code should be s c r u t i n i z e d  with a view 

toward' changing the  wording t o  apply t o  the  r e a l i t i e s  of t h e  

s i t u a t i o n ,  The p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of success  must be taken i n t o  eonsidera- 

t i o n  when an  escape is t o  be attempted, I n  North Vietnam, t h e  most 

severe  punishment f o r  an  escape was meted out  t o  t h e  Senior  Ranking 
- * 

O f f i c e r s  because the  cap to r s  knew t h a t  a planned escape requ i red  

t h e  approval  of the  SRO, The knowledge of a lmost  c e r t a i n  r e p r i s a l  

could lead  t o  a c e r t a i n  degree of r e luc tance  on the  p a r t  of t h e  SRO 
C 

t o  approve of any escape at tempt .  To avoid t h i s  dilemma, t h e  proced- 

u r e  might be t h a t  once the  head of t h e  escape committee and his 

members a r e  appointed,  the  a u t h o r i t y  t o  grant approval  f o r  the escape 

be given t o  t h e  head of the  escape committee, 

ARTICLE 111 cont ,  I WILL ACCEPT NEITHER PAROLE NOR SPECIAL 
FAVORS FROM THE ENEMY 

The s u b j e c t  of paro le  surfaced t o  a g r e a t  degree i n  t h i s  

war, The North Vietnamese re l eased  f o u r  groups of t h r e e  p r i s o n e r s  
0 

each from Hanoi. These r e l e a s e s  began i n  February 1.968 and con- 

t inued a t  i n t e r v a l s  u n t i l  September 1972, A l l  of t h e  groups 

were handed over t o  anti-war s o u p s  t h a t  t r a v e l e d  t o  Hanoi t o  

" t ake  them home," I n  most cases ,  the  communists rece ived  a maximum 

of favorable  publ ic  i t y  and propaganda value from these " huinane 

a c t s , "  The rnajarity of those re l eased  were r e c e n t l y  captured 

Americaw, i n  good h e a l t h ,  who had cooperated with their cap to r s ,  
v 
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i n  many cases t o  an  unbel ievable  degree. Probably t h e  g r e a t e s t  

Bhock t o  g r e a t  numbers of the  PGWS was t o  f i n d ,  on r e t u r n i n g  t o  

the U .S . , t h a t  POWS who were rc3.cascd e a r l y  had n o t  been c o u r t  

mar t i a l ed  but  i n  f a c t  had received choice assignments and ear ly.  

promotions, 

I t  was t h e  s tandard po l i cy  of the .  Senior  Ranking O f f i c e r s  

t h a t  i n  t h e  case of r e l e a s e ,  s i c k  and injur2c2, e n l i s t e d  personnel ,  

and o f f i c e r s  by of-der of "shoot-down" would go home i n  t h a t  o rde r ,  
I 

Some of these  e a r l y  r e tu rnees  accepted the  North Vietnamese o f f e r  

t o  r e t u r n  home e a r l y ,  knowing f u l l  w e l l  t h a t  t h e r e  were o t h e r  

men iq Hanoi who were i n  despera te  need of medical. a t t e n t i o n ,  

while they themselves were i n  e x c e l l e n t  h e a l t h .  . I  

The b a s i c  e v i l ,  however, was n o t  t h a t  twelve men chose t o  - 
leave t h e i r  conrades in Hanoi, i$ was that t h e  communists used the  

promis'e o r  $rospecl of pa ro le  t o  gain tremendous levwage on c e r t a i n  
t 

o-kher p r i soners .  A few inen were convhed by t h e i r  captore t h a t  
9 

i f  -they cooperated and showed a "good a t t i t u d e "  they would be 

t h e  next  t o  leave.  They, i n  t u r n ,  cooperated much more than 

they otherwise would have i n  t h e  hope of r e p a t r i a t i o x ,  The North 

Vietnamese very much wanted t o  see  p r i soners  competing f o r  t h e  

s e l e c t i o n  t o  go home. During the  so-cal led r e l e a s e  ceremony when 

the  POWS were turned over t o  the  "anti-war groups" many s t s t ements  

i n  suppor t  of North Vietnam, were made by these  men which were 
- 

played over the  camp r a d i o  t o  the o the r  POWS. These s ta tements  

expressed disagreement w i t h  U.S. f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  e t c ,  and i n  one 

case cori"t;ai:~ed an exhor ta t ion  f o r  the  rest of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  t o  
. . 

cooperatc with t h e  celnp a u t h u r i t i e s .  These broadcas ts  w i t h i n  

the  p r i son  prcd.~cnd n f e e l i r ~ g  of profound disgust  i n  t h e  ma jo r i ty  

of p r i s o m r r  ltnd strengthened their desire t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  United 
J 



S t a t e s  only when the  war w a s  c m e l u d e d  an terms accep tab le  t o  t h e  

U.S. government. The r e a c t i o n  of t h e  U.S. n e g o t i a t o r s  i n  P a r i s  

a ~ l d  o t h e r  government o f f i c i a l s  "i of-~ase r e l e a s e s  was inexcus&hle,  

Ins tead  of thanking t h e  North Vietnamese thereby r e i n f o r c i n g  'the 

myth of t h e i r  "humane and l e n i e n t  pol icy,"  they should have asked 

simple ques t ions  l i k e ;  "Why wasn't  Alvarez ( t h e  first man s h o t  

down) re leased?"  o r ,  "rWhy weren ' t  i n ju red  p r i s o n e r s  of war r e -  

leased?" 
I 

Perhaps t o  p lease  t h e i r  super io r s ,  t h e  camp i n t e r r o g a t o r s  

attemPted t o  g e t  r eques t s  f o r  amnesty f rdm a l l  of t h e  p r i soners .  

The v a s t  major i ty  arefused t o  comply, A r a t h e r  ludicrous  s p e c t a c l e  

ensued of p r i s o n e r s  being t o r t u r e d  t o  f o r c e  them t o  thank the DRVN' 

(Democratic Republic of Vietnam ) f o r  the  kind and humane t r e a t -  

; 
ment they had rece ived  and t o  r eques t  amnesty, 

It  shoud be mentioned t h a t  ,one POW a Navy e n l i s t e d  man, had 

permission from t h e  camp Senior  Ranking O f f i c e r  t o  accep t  e a r l y  

r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  He made no s ta tements  damaging t o  the  United S t a t e s .  

Also, t h e  e f f o r t s  of Lt.  Robert Frisc'man on behalf  of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  

i n  exposing the  t r u e  candi t ions  t o  t h e  American pub l i c  were very 

h e l p f u l  i n  focusing pub l i c  a t t e n t i o n  on t h e  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war and 

i n  ga in ing  improved t reatment  and condit ions i n  the  camps. 

TNe s e l e c t i o n  methods and process  used by the  North Vietnamese 

f o r  those men they re l eased  p o i ~ t s  out  t h e  t r u e  inhumanity of t h e i r  

t rea tment  and t h e i r  wi l l ingness  t o  go t o  any lengths  f o r  p r o p g a n d a  

ga ins ,  

The ins id ious  a s p e c t  of pa ro le  cannot be over emphasi~ed, 

The North Vietnamese were success fu l  i n  tempting a few POWS i n t o  

cooperat ing w i t h  the prospect  o f  an early r e p a t r i a t i o n .  

In t h e  t r a i n i n g  and indoctr inat i .on of Arnericzn servicemen 

v' 



i n  the code, t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  c o l l e c t i v e  r e s i s t e n c e  t o  pa ro le  and 

t h e  broad impl ica t ions  i n  t h e  poss ib le  damage t o  morale of o t h e r  

p r i s o n e r s  of war must be emphasized. 

The,North Vietnamese attempted t o  use s p e c i a l  f a v o r s  as w e l l  

as punishment t o  o b t a i n  cooperation from the  p r i soners .  Ext ra  

food, letters from home, more ou t s ide  t ime, bathing, r ead ing  

m a t e r i a l s  and many o the r  inducements were used t o  g a i n  these  

goals. '  Many o f f e r s  t h a t  were ma.de seemed harmless on t h e  s u r f a c e ,  

Yet each was another  a t tempt  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  f o r  propaganda 

purposes I 

Some groups of men were of fered  the  opportuni ty t o  draw 
- b 

p i c t u r e s  and were provided with drawing mate r i a l s .  Many of t h e i r  

p i c t u r e s  ended up i n  e x h i b i t s  i n  Hanoi o r  P a r i s .  Any ou t s ide  

a c t i v i t y  such as v o l l e y b a l l  o r  baske tba l l  would r e s u l t  i n  f i l m s  
0 

being taken f o r  propaganda purpqses and then the  a t h l e t i c s  discon- 

t inued.  

Even t h e  r e c e i p t  of packages from t h e  p r i s o n e r s '  f a m i l i e s  

was made untenable because the  North Vietnamese wanted a s igned 

r e c e i p t  from t h e  p r i soner  which n o t  only l i s t e d  the  items t o  be 

rece ived  but a l s o  a long s tatement  concerning t h e  "humane and 

l e n i e n t "  t reatment  pol icy  of the  Democratic Republic of Vietnam 

toward the  captured " cr iminals ,  " 

TQe po l i cy  towards s p c i a l  favors  was complicated by t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  most of t h e  things offered were requi red  by t h e  Geneva Con- 

vent ion.  The t h i n g  t h a t  made them "speci.alW was t h a t  a l l  the  

p r i s o n e r s  w e r e  n o t  allowed t o  rece ive  them. A po l i cy  w a s  p r ~ m u l g a t e d  

by t h e  Senior  Ranking Off icer  which allowed c e r t a i n  groups t o  

p a r t a ~ e  of whatever thc  o f f e r  wan and i f ,  a f t e r  a c e r t a i n  length  

of t ime, t h e  o the r  men d i d  no t  ~ c c e i v e  it, t h e  group would r e f u s e  

t o  continue it f u r t h e r .  This coursc  of a c t i o n  w a s  necessary 



because i n  1971 and 1972, when t h e  camp commander wanted t o  make 

some improvements i n  camp condi t ions ,  they always seemed t o  s a r t  

wi th  a few men on a t r i a l  ba.sis. 

The.problem of s p e c i a l  f avors  was an ever  recurring one and 

t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  lesson gained f rom it was t h a t  t h e  c o m u n i s t s  

never dispense a favor  without  expect ing t o  be r epa id  in f u l l .  

In  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of members of t h e  Armed Forces i n  t h e  Code t h e  

i n s i d i o u s  a s p e c t  of pa ro le  and the  d i f f i c u l t y  of  d e a l i n g  with s p e c i a l  

f avors  must be explained and techniques f o r  dea l ing  with lvzlrioun 

s i t u a t i o n s  must be taught .  

ARTICLE I V  IF  I BECOME A PRISONER OF WAR, I WILL KEEP * ' 

FAITH WITH l!lY FELLOW PRISONERS, I WILL 
G I V E  NO JNFORl'vL4TION OR TAKE PART IN ANY 

.cI ACTION WHICH MIGiiT BE HARMFUI, TO MY COPnftAFjES 
P 

0 

The North Vietnamese made every e f f o r t  t o  sow d i scord  and 

m i s t r u s t  among t he  pPisoners.  Shor t ly  a f t e r  a man was captured, 

t h e  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  would show him s ta tements  and play tapes (955 

of which were obtained by t o r t u r e )  which they purported t o  be 

voluntary  s ta tements  of o the r  men who had a "good a t t i tude ." '  

,A p r i soner  would always be informed t h a t  he was t h e  only one in  

the  camp who refused  t o  cooperate.  The cap to r s  conti.nually attempted 

t o  make p r i s o n e r s  read t h e  "newsw over the  camp radios such "news" 

u s u a l l y  cons is ted  of anti-war propaganda most of which w a s  i n c r e d i b l y  

heavy handed, One of t h e  most important lessons  we learned  is Lo 

be l i eve  t h a t  a fel low pr i soner  is n o t  cooperat ing with t h e  enemy 

u n t i l  it is proven *beyond any doubt "chat he is. Even then,  t h e  

proper course of a c t i o n  we found, i s  t o  make every  at tempt  t o  

bring him back i n t o  t h e  f o l d ,  n o t  t o  condemn o r  r e j e c t  him. When 



communication is  inf requent  and conditi~ns a r e  severe ,  t h e  tendency 

t o  m i s t r u s t  f e l low p r i s o n e r s  must be d i l i g e n t l y  supressed. 

ARTICLE I V  cont .  , , , I F  I AM SENIOR I WILL TAKE COMMAND 
IF NOT, I WILL OBEY THE ORDERS 
OF THOSE APPOINTED OVER ME AND I. WILL 
BACK THEM UP IN EVERY WAY . 

Leadership, a long with communication is one of t h e  most 

important a s p e c t s  i n  t h e  a b i l i t y  of p r i s o n e r s  of war t o  r e s i s t ,  

I n  o t h e r  wars, the  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  were expected by t h e i r  cap to r s  

t o  exce rc i se  command and keep c o n t r o l  of the o the r  p r i soners .  
. . 

M i l i t a r y  organiza t ion  was n o t  on ly  countenanced bu t  encouraged, .. , 

The communists, on t h e  o the r  hand, employed the  most in tense  

e f f o r t s  t o  prevent  t h e  exce rc i se  of l eader sh ip  and the formation 

of POW organiza t ion ,  The u s u a l  s ta tements  of the  d e n i a l  of any 

rank due t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  P O V ~  &re  "cr iminals"  was used and the 

s e v e r e s t  repercuss ions  r e s u l t e d  from the  disclostwe of a t t empts  

a t  e x c e r i s i n g  l eader sh ip  and providing guidance t o  o t h e r  POWS. 
5 

I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  North Vietnamese f e l t  they could prevent  t h e  

exce rc i se  of l eader sh ip  by simply us ing  punishment and i s o l a t i o n ,  

They soon found t h a t  it was nea r ly  impossible t o  prevent  the 

excerc i se  of l eader sh ip  as long as s e n i o r s  had t h e  a b i l i t y  o r  t h e  
1 

d e s i r e  t o  communicate, There were times i n  a l l  of t h e  camps 

when communica-tions, the re f  ore ,  .leadership, w a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  non- 

e x i s t a n t .  T h e r e  were o the r  times when s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  were intimi- 

dated o r  t o r t u r e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where they re fused  t o  t ake  command, 
I 

Inva&%bly, t h e  l abor ious  process  of s e t t i n g  up sommunications 

and o rgan iza t ion  would always evolve,  The North Vietnamese even 

went t~ f a r  a s  t o  renlove those whom they f e l t  were dangerous 



l e a d e r s  t o  s p e c i a l  punishment camps, Some of the  most severe  

punishment was meted out  t o  men l i k e  Stockdale ,  Risner ,  and Denton 

for t h e i r  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  a t  leadership .  I n  l a t e  1969 a l l  

Sen io r  Of f i ce r s  and those con'sidered "specia l"  by v i r t u e  of their 

p a s t  r ecords  (escapes,  e t c . )  were moved i n t o  one camp proving 

t h a t  t h e  only way t h a t  the  communists could prevent  the  exce rc i se  

of l eader sh ip  w a s  t o  phys ica l ly  remove the  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  from 

t h e  proximity of junior  ones. Evert t h i s  t a c t i c  was unsuccessfu l  

as those men who were next  i n  s e n i o r i t y  took command i n  t h e i r  

absence; thereby cont inuing the  chain of command t h e  exce rc i se  

of l eader sh ip ,  There e x i s t e d  a  d i r e c t  c o r r e l a t i o n  between t h e  
1 

a m  u n t  of l eader sh ip  and the  l e v e l  of r e s i s t e n c e ,  I n  camps i n  P 
whbch the  POWS received l i t t l e  o r  no guidance, r e s i s t e n c e  was 

poor. I n  camps where s t r o n g  and dynamic l eader sh ip  was exerc ised ,  
0 

t he  r e v e r s e  was t r u e ,  I 

I 

. A s  t h e  Code of Conduct g ives  only genera l  o u t l i n e s  f o r  behavior 

a s  a p r i s o n e r  of war, it w a s  deemed necessary by t h e  Senior  Ranking 

Of f i ce r s  t o  formulate more s p e c i f i c  gu ide l ines  f o r  p r i soner  be- 

hav io r  i n  t h e  Vietnam environment, These "plums" as they  were 

c a l l e d ,  were t h e  products of many years  of experience i n  d e a l i n g  

wi th  the  North Vietnamese, The plums were simply e labora t ions  

of t h e  code of conduct t o  f i t  s p e c i f i c  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  came up 

i n  North Vietnam, For  example, one of the  plums was a s e t  of 

s i g n a l s  and courses  of a c t i o n  i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  SRO t o  p u t  up a 

un i t ed  show of r e s i s t e n c e .  The "plums" were n o t  modif ica t ions  

of t h e  code. They served t o  increase  the  a b i l i t y  of t h e  POW$ t o  

implement and l i v e  by the  code, F a l l i n g  wi th in  the  gu ide l ines  

of t h e  code of conduct, t he  plums served a s  s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  

i n  a r e a s  of r e s i r t e n c e ,  behavior,  and goals  f o r  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  



-\ 
of war i n  North Vietnam who w e r e  d?xbbed the " four th  composite 

a l l i e d  wing." These plums were extremely h e l p f u l  i n  enabl ing  t h e  

p r i s o n e r s  t o  maintain a uni ted  l e v e l  OF r e s i s t e n c e  and behavlor  

i n  t h e  f ace  of t h e  enemy. The esseriCia1 a s p e c t s  of l eader sh ip  

i n  a POW s i t u a t i o n  must be emphasized i n  t r a i n i n g .  Leadership 

a l a n g  with communications a r e  the  v i t a l  ing red ien t s  t o  success fu l  

r e s i s t e n c e  . 
. The Sen io r  Ranking Off icer  i n  a p r i soner  of war s i t u a t i o n  

has,  a l l  of the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of any l eader  i n  combat and 

f e w  of the  a s s e t s  t h a t  are s o  necessary t o  c a r r y  o u t  h i s  mission,  
9 

Tne enemy made every a t tempt  t o  prevent  t h e  Senior  Ranking O f f i c e r s  
- * 

from tak ing  command. The enemy maintained i n  Vietnam and Korea 

t h a t  t h e r e  was n e i t h e r  rank nor s e n i o r i t y  amongst "captured crimin- + 

, a h . "  Senior  Of f i ce r s  who a r e  ih a p o s i t i o n  t h a t  could poss ib ly  
0 

l ead  t o  capture  should be made f u l l y  aware of t h e i r  added r i s k s  

and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  should  they become p r i s o n e r s  of w a r .  

ARTICLE I V  cont ,  ... I WILL OBEY THE LAWFUL ORDERS OF 
THOSE APPOINTED ABOVE ME AND WILL 
BACK THEM UP I N  EVERY WAY 

The r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and problems i n  a p r i s o n e r  of war environ- 

ment a r e  probably the  most d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  a l l  of leader-  

sh ip .  I n  most cases  i n  North Vietnam, the  Senior  Ranking O f f i c e r s  

had no phys ica l  con tac t  with t h e i r  subordinates .  Their  chain of 

cornnand communications l i n k s  w e r e  tenuous a t  b e s t  and worst  of 

all t he  cap to r s  not.on,ly re fused  t o  recognize any rank whatsoever, 

they made every e f f o r t  t o  prevent  any exce rc i se  of commmand. 

The Senior Off ice r s  knew t h a t  by order ing  t h e i r  subordina tes  t o  

obey t h z  cm!e of  conduct. they were order ing  them t o  undergo t o r t u r e .  
b" 



When an American f i g h t i n g  man becomes a p r i soner  of war it 

is a b s o l u t e l y  e s s e n t i a l  tha t r  he  ca r ry  out  without  ques t ion  the  

lawful o rde r s  of h i s  sen io r s .  I n  ~ i t u a t i a n s  l i k e  those i n  North 

Vietnam he does n o t  have t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  d i scuss  t h e  validity o r  

l e g a l i t y  of an  i n s t r u c t i o n  from h i s  senior .  The cap to r s  will 

use every means a v a i l a b l e  t o  foment d i s t r u s t  and disobedience 

t o  Senior  O f f i c e r s  as we l l  as  t h e  code of conduct, Those few 

POWS who d id  n o t  be l i eve  i n  t h e  l e g a l i t y  of the war o r  t h e  v a l i d i t y  

of t h e  code were extremely easy marks f o r  communist propaganda. 

I t  should be c l e a r l y  understood t h a t  becoming a p r i s o n e r  of war 

is one of t h e  r i s k s  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  profess ion  and t h e  s ta te  of 
.. 1 

combat with t h e  enemy changes only i n  n l o c a t i o n .  The a r t i c l e s  

of t h e  code of conduct and the  "plums" promulgated by t h e  Senior 

O f f i c e r s  would seem t o  many t o  be too  r e s t r i c t e d  and even auto- 

crat ic  b u t  experience has proven t h a t  they were t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  

methods of r e s i s t i n g  t h e  enemy, 

ARTICLE V I AM BOUND TO G I V B  ONLY MY I'J!iNE, RANK, 
SERIAL NUMBER, DATE OF BIRTH. I WILL 
EVADE ANSWXRING FURTHER QUESTIONS TO THE 
BEST OF MY ABILITY. 

This  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  Code of Conduct is t h e  one t h a t  seems 
i 

t o  be open t o  t h e  most severe  s c r u t i n y  and w i l l  be t h e  one on 

which advocates of changing the  Code of Conduct w i l l  most f r e q u e n t l y  

focus  t h e i r  c r i t i c i s m .  

I t  is p a t e n t l y  obvious t h a t  i f  enough mental and p h y s l c a l  

pressme  is applied i n  t h e  p r o p r  manner, it is unlikely t h a t  any 

man can n o t  be fo rced  t o  submit, t o  some degree,  This is a l e s son  

that; w a s  graph i o a l l y  i i l u s t r a t e d  during the Russian "purge"tr  ia3.s 



i n  t h e  t h i r i t i e s  when men made s ta tements  i n  pub l i c  courtrooms 

condemning themselves t o  c e r t a i n  death,  However, it is a b s o l u t e l y  

e s s e n t i a l  f o r  a prisoner of war as it is also t r u e  i n  any o the r  

person i n  life, t o  have a ~ t ~ n d z ~ d  o f  behavior and conduct which 

he con t inua l ly  s t r i v e s  t o  a t t a i n  and maintain.  The a r t i c l e  ' s t a t e s  . 
a d d i t i o n a l l y ,  "I w i l l  evade answering f u r t h e r  ques t ion  t o  t h e  

utmost of m y  a b i l i t y . "  This should mean t h a t  a dev ia t ion  from 

name, rank,  serial  number and d a t e  of b i r t h  does n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

mean t h a t  a p r i soner  of war has  committed a v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  code 

of conduct i f  he is  temporari ly  forced  t o  " f a l l  back" from t h a t  

p o s i t i o n  and has r e s i s t e d  t o  the  b e s t  of h i s  a b i l i t y ;  t h a t  is 
- 1 

t h e  most o u r  country should ask  of him. However, it does g ive  

him a s t r o n g  p o s i t i o n  t o  r e t u r n  t o  when h e  r ega ins  h i s  phys ica l  

and moral s t r e n g t h ,  I t  goes without saying  t h a t  men a r e  endowed 
e 
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with d i f f e r e n t  moral and phys ica l  s t r e n g t h s  and some men can be 

"broken" long before o t h e r s j  but t he  p o s i t i o n  of g iv ing  t h e  enemy 

name, rank e t c ,  is a common and d e f i n i t e  p o s i t i o n  t o  s t r i v e  t o  

maintain and more important ly  r e t u r n  t o .  

A number of persons have advocated t h a t  the  POW should be 

given t h e  freedom t o  t e l l  t he  enemy a cover s t o r y  o r  a " l i - t t l e "  

harmless information. This is a r a t h e r  t r i c k y  course of a c t i o n  be- 

cause it is extremely d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  between what is 

u s e l e s s  and what is u s e f u l  t o  the enemy,   he overwhelming majo r i ty  

of the enemy e f f o r t s  against; the PWS i n  Vietnam and Korea, a f t e r  

t h e  i n i t i a l  inlerrof iat ions,  w a s  t o  ?>%in propaganda m a t e r i a l  as 

opposed t o  military information. T t  w a s  p a t e n t l y  obvious t h a t  

those  men who d id  n o t  cooperate with t h e i r  cap to r s  i n  g iv ing  informa- 

t i on ,  were l e f t  ?.lone. On t h z  o t h e r  hand, t h e r e  were men who were 

unable to, o r  d i d  ~ n ' c  d e s i r e  t o  r e s i s t  the  e f f o r t s  of' t h e  enemy 

and they w e n  r~csLLc,,d Lime and time again  f o r  m i l i t a r y  information C, 

- - - - - 
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and propaganda e x p l o i t a t i o n .  

Perhaps the  most c r u c i a l  period i n  t h e  POW k ex i s t ence  is ' 

during t h e  i n i t i a l  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  a f t e r  capture ,  I t  is a t  t h i s  

p o i n t ,  an i n i t i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  is es tab l i shed  with t h e  enemy, t h a t  

t h e  communists , w i l l  judge a  p r i soner  t o  be cooperat ive o r  " reac t ion-  

ary," The r e a c t i o n a r i e s ,  being much more d i f f i c u l t  t o  cantend with 

are g e n e r a l l y  l e f t  a long because the  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  p r e f e r  t o  

achieve t h e i r  goa l s  i n  the  e a s i e s t  manner poss ib le .  There were 

s q e  p r i s o n e r s  who, a f t e r  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  were l e f t  

a lone ,  except  f o r  a n  occas ional  " a t t i t u d e  check" i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  
b 

The major i ty  of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  of war i n  North. VieSnam were 
- t 

w e l l  educated, p ro fess iona l ,  m i l i t a r y  men. By v i r t u r e  of t h e i r  

educat ion and t r a i n i n g  it can be assumed t h a t  they were g e n e r a l l y  
.c, 

, s u p e r i o r  t o  the  average in f  anrtr>han ' t h a t  cons ti tutec3 t h e  bulk 
e 

of POWS captured i n ' p r i o r  wars. Hence, the  code of conduct should 

n o t  be rev i sed  s o l e l p o n  the  experience of t h e  Vietnam war. 

I t  would be extremely d i f f i c u l t  f o r  the  averace infantryman t~ 

th ink  of a cover s t o r y  and t o  know exac t ly  how much he can o r  

can r i o t g i v e  t o  t h e  enemy i n  order  t o  minimize the  enemy g a i n s ,  

The American f i g h t i n g  man should,  in my opinion,  be given a concre te  

s tandard  t o  which he can make every e f f o r t  t o  adhere,  

In t r a i n i n g ,  it should be s t r e s s e d  t h a t  a POW should n o t  

a l low himself t o  be completely "brokent' i n  h i s  adherence t o  t h e  

name, rank,  e t c ,  The t r a i n i n g  shorr3.d include a  s t r o n g  admonition 

f o r  t h e  p r i soner  t o  d e v i a t e  from name, rank, e t c i  a t  a p o i n t  

s h o r t  

still  

of complete qegress ion  t o  the  animal s t a g e ,  While he can 

th ink  c l e a r l y  

proved t h a t  a 

and minimize the  enemy's advantage, I t  has been 

p r i soner  will sometimes g ive  t h e  enemy far 



more than  is necessary i.f he is reduced t o  t h e  point  of ab jec t  

submission, The proper method of r e s i s t e n c e  is t o  s t o p  s h o r t  

of t h e  breaking po in t ,  minimize t h e  opponents advan-kage and be 

prepared t o  bounce back and win t h e  nex t  round. 

Under condi t ions  of f a t i g u e ,  pain or severe d e b i l i t a t i o n ,  

it is extremely d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  between accep tab le  

concessions t o  t h e  enemy and unacceptable ones, Judgement is 

severely impaired under these  condi t ions.  If a p r i soner  is i n  

condi t ions  of  severe  s t r e s s ,  it is  impartant f o r  him t o  have a 

f i r m  p o s i t i o n  t o  c l i ng  t o  and i f  necessary t o  r e t u r n  t o ,  This 

p o s i t i o n  should .be name, rank, s e r i a l  number, and d a t e  af Gi r th .  
- 1 

Obviously, t h e r e  a r e  many times when the  p r i soner  of w a r  can 

and should dev ia te  from g iv ing  name, rank,  e t c .  i n  h i s  dealings 

with  his captors .  This is p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  when a POW is t h e  

Senior  Ranking Of f i ce r ,  TheSRO, has t o  p ress  demands f o r  b e t t e r  

t rea tment  f o r  t h e  o the r  p r i soners ,  medical  care, Se t f  e r  l i v i n g  

condi t ions  e t c .  t o  the  enemy camp commander. I t  is dur ing  per iods  

of i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o r  a t tempts  a t  exploi%ation t h a t  a p r i s o n e r  should 

try t o  maintain t h e  name, rank, pos ture ;  

If it is bel ieved necessary t o  r e l a x  this por t ion of the 

code and al low -the p r i soner  t o  r e l a x  from the  name, rank,  e t c ,  

posture' t h e r e  could be a c e r t a i n  degree of incongrui ty with the 

r e s t  of t h e  code. P a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  f i r s t  two a r t i c l e s  of t h e  code 

which o u t l i n e  the s tandards  of behavior expected of  the  ~me$ican  

f i g h t i n g  man before capture ,  They s t a t e  as followsr 

ARTICLE I I AM AN AMERICAN FIGHTING MAN. I SERVE IN 
THE FORCES WHICH GUARD MY COUNTRY AND OUR 
WAY OF LIFE. 1 AM PREPARED TO GIVE MY LIFE 
IN THEIR DEFENSE. 



ARTICLE I1 I WILL NBVEB SiiIiRENDER OF MY OWN FREE WILL 
IF IN C9T\W';AKD I WILL NEVER SURRENCER MY MEN 
WHILE TZIE'r' IjT1LJ.t HAVE THE MEANS TO RESIST' 

These a r e  s t r o n g  statemefits which e s s e n t i a l l y  r e q u i r e  a 

member of t h e  Armed Forces t o  he ready t o  s a c r i f i c e  h i s  l i f e  

if necessary and never surrender  a s  long a s  he has  t h e  means 

t o  r e s i s t ,  If our n a t i o n  expects t h i s  l e v e l  of performance and 

s a c r i p i c e  from i ts  men in b a t t l e  then t h i s  same s tandard  should 

be maintained i f  he becomes a pr i soner  of war, The e n t i r e  pre- 

c e p t  of the  code is t h a t  an American f i g h t i n g  man is expected 

t o  cont inue t o  f i g h t ,  h a r r a s s ,  and r e s i s t  the  enemy whether i t  

be on the  b a t t l e f i e l d  o r  i n  a  p r i soner  of war camp. l'f a r e l a x e d '  

s tandard  of the  code, f o r  a  man i n  a p r i soner  of war s t a t u s  is 

adopted, then it may not be considered reasonable t o  expect  a  

very high s tandard  of behavior when he is i n  combat, 

ARTICLE V cont ,  I WILL MAKE NO ORAL OR WRITTEN STATEMENTS 
DISLOYAL TO MY COUNTRY AND ITS ALLIES OR 
HARMFUL TO THEIR CAUSES 

There a r e  a number of advocates t h a t  propose t h a t  American 

p r i s o n e r s  of war should be ailowed to make any s tatement  t h a t  

t h e  enemy a s k s  of  them i n  order  t o  avoid in ju ry  o r  s e r i o u s  d i s -  

comfort, They s t a t e  t h a t  the  United S t a t e s  government should 

announce t o  t h e  world t h a t  i t  considers  t h a t  any propaganda s t a t e -  

ment made by a p r i soner  of war is considered t o  be gained by t h e  

enemy by means of t o r t u r e  o r  coercion. This pos i t ion ,  on the  

s u r f a c e ,  appears t o  be an extremely reasonable one, which wouid 

certainly ease the  problems of s pr isoner  3 h i s  deal ing with 

t h e  enemy. 



\ 
However, it is of t h e  utmost importance t o  understand t h a t  

communist propaganda is n o t  d i r e c t e d  s o l e l y  a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  

and Western coun t r i e s ,  Probably the  bulk of t h e  communist propa- 

ganda e f f o r t  is d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e i r  own country,  o the r  communist 

c o u n t r i e s ,  and t h e i r d  world coun t r i e s .  The people of t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s ,  

genera l ly  speaking, do n o t  have access  t o  s ta tements  from t h e  

open p r e s s  of the  f r e e  world, 

The germ warfare confession gained by t h e  ~ h i n e s e  i n  the  

Korean War had abso lu te ly  no impact i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  but 

served a s  a g r e a t  propaganda weapon f o r  t h e  Chinese, How many 
b 

pwople i n  coun t r i e s  h o s t i l e  t o  the  United S t a t e s  understood t h a t  
- 3 

t h e  United S t a t e s  disclaimed t h e  s ta tement  s igned by General  

Woodward in order  t o  ob ta in  t h e  r e p a t r i a t i o n  of the  Pueblo crew? 
'CL 

The North Vietnamese ussd Statements by U.S. p i l o t s  t o  sub- 

s t a n t i a t e  t h e i r  claims t h a t  they were winning the  a i r  war. They 

e f f e c t i v e l y  used t h i s  propaganda t o  b o l s t e r  t h e  morale of t h e i r  

people and encourage them t o  g r e a t e r  e f f o r t  and s a c r i f i c e .  

I n  North Vietnam, time a f t e r  time, the  POWS proved t h a t  when 

they could no longer maintain the  p o s i t i o n  of name, rank,  s e r i a l  

number, and d a t e  of b i r t h ,  they were s t i l l  a b l e  t o  outwi t  t h e i r  

cap to r s  and n o t  only minimize the  communist ga ins  bu t  t o  d e t r a c t  

from them. 

As c l a s s i c  example of the  c a p a b i l i t y  was displayed by Commander 

Nels Tanner. Commander Tanner, a f t e r  weeks of severe  t rea tment ,  

f i n a l l y  agreed t o  w r i t e  a "confession of h i s  crimes a g a i n s t  t h e  

North Vietnamese people ." ~ i s " c o n f e s s i o n "  Included h i s  wing 

commanc'er, Clark Kent, and h i s  wingman Ben Casey. This  confession,  

conta in ing  these  names from American comic s t r i p s ,  was read  a t  



t h e  Bertrand R u s s e l l  War Crimes Tribunal  fn Stockholm, where 

the North Vietnamese were .~aughed  g u t  of -the room. Cdr,  Tanner 

received severe  r e p r i s a l s  f o r  this embarassnent but he was never 

aga in  forced  t o  w r i t e  a stntemcnt;, it appears  they could no% be 

s u r e  t h a t  anything he wrote would n o t  cause them s i m i l a r  embarass- 

ment . 
Commander Richard S t ra t - ton  was forced  t o  make a f a l s e  confess- 

ion  t h a t  he had been bombing t h e  c i t y  of Hanoi and was taken -ko 

a p r e s s  conference t o  appear as  proof of these  a c t i o n s .  The 

North Vietnamese were very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  convincing M r .  Harr i son  

S a l i s b u r y ,  who was v i s i t i n g  Iianoi, t h a t  t h e  United Stafes vras 
- 

bombing Hanoi a t  that time. Faced with an untenable  s i t u a t i o n  

Cdr. S t r a t t o n  decided t h e  only way he could d i s c r e d i t  t h i s  e f f o r t  

was t o  bow, and bow i n  a manner t h a t  would show t h a t  he was c e r t a i n l y  

n o t  i n  a n a t u r a l  condi t ion.  . , 

Instead of t h e  r e a c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  North Vietnamese had a n t i c i -  

pated,  mil-l ions of Americans were convinced that Commander S t r a t t o n  

had been e i t h e r  beaten o r  drugged, * 

These examples and many o t h e r s  only show -tha:t despite t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  a man is forced t o  f a l l  back from t h e  p c s i t i o n  of  name, 

rank, st3rial number,  and da te  of birth, he is still capable of 

o u t ~ i t t ~ i n g  t h e  enemy s o  a s  t o  minimize t h e i r  gajns and even t o  

hurt t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  

One of the  unique a s p e c t s  of t h e  V ietnarn pr  isaner of war 

experiences were the  v i s i t s  of va r ious  anti-war groups  t o  North 

Vi.etnan;t e s p e c i a l l y  those from t h e  United S t a t e s ,  

It; was c o r r e c t l y  bel-ieved by  the  v a s t  major i ty  of the  p r i s o n e r s  

t h a t  thcse  v i s i t s  by anti-war g o u p s  genera l ly  served t o  hard the 

United S t a t e s  o f f o r t s  i n  Southeast, Asia; ard  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t c  



give  an  incarrecL p i c t u r e  of t h e  condi t ions  and t rea tment  cP the 

p r i s o n e r s  of war, 

In  t h e  l a t e r  yea r s  of the  war, when more and more anti-war 

de lega t ions  came t o  Hanoi, t h e  p ressu res  exerted on t h e  p r i s o n e r s  

t o  appear before them increased g r e a t l y .  Usually, the  same group 

of about  seven POWS, only two of whom had been captured before  

1971, paraded before these  "peace" groups, When a p r i s o n e r  agreed 

t o  s e e ' a  de lega t ion  he received a l i s t  of ques t ions  which the 

v i s i t o r s  would be allowed t o  a s k  and t h e  answers were careful- ly  

rehearsed  with the  i n t e r r o g a t o r s ,  I f  t h e  p r i soner  devia ted  from 

these  answers he was l a t e r  punished. 

An example of these  repercussions can be i l l u s t r a t e d  by th' 
' 

case of Captain Larry Carrigan, USAF who w a s  taken t o  s e e  a "peace" 

group of t h r e e  American women i n  December 1967. During t h e  course 

of t h e i r  d i scuss ion  Capt . Carrigan s t rong ly  r e f u t e d  these women?; ' 
a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  po l i cy  w a s  t o  d e l i b e r a t e l y  bomb 

schools ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  churches, e t c ,  A t  t h e  c l o s e  of the  in terv iew,  

one of t h e  women s t a t e d  t o  the  North Vietnamese o f f i c e r  who was 

presen t ,  " t h a t  Capt, Carrigan w a s  a wayward boy who needed Lo be 

s t r a igh tened  out .  " Captain Carrigan w a s  indeed " s t r a igh tened  

out." Approximately one hour l a t e r  he w a s  hung by h i s  wr iSts  

and bea tsn ,  as a consequence he su f fe red  a shoulder  separat ion.  

T$e f a c t  t h a t  these  "peace" groups were l a r g e l y  unsuccessfu l  

i n  e x p l o i t i n g  the  p r i soners  of  war i n  t h e i r  anti-war propaganda 

is l a r g e l y  due t o  the  a t t i t u d e  and p o l i c i e s  of t h e  POWS towards 

them,  

Tine communists were continunus,Ly asking the  p r i s o n e r s  t o  

w r i t e  s ta tements  on ev2ry subject ranging from ~..mnes*,.i;y t o  the  

meaning of Chr is tmas ,  They attempted t o  ob ta in  t h e s e  s ta tements  

many. tj.rne:: by initia- ' ; in% the  inkerragat ion  w i t h  t;ne evidence of 



- 
-*4. 

a r e a l  o r  imagined v i o l a t i o n  o f  the "camp r e g u l a t i o n s , "  To a tone  

f o r  t h i s  gr ievous crime a g a i n s t  the  Vietaamese people t h e  prisoner 

was f i r s t  requi red  t o  apologize,  then ta confess  t o  o t h e r  crimes, 

and f i n a l l y  t o  send messages t o  fe l low Americans o r  ant i -war  U.S. 

Senators  comdemning the  war, The emphasis was always on t h e  

" s i n c e r i t y "  of the  s ta tement  and the  r a t i o n a l e  of t h e  North Vietnam- 

ese i n  ca r ry ing  ou t  these  t a s k s  was so t h a t  t h e  p r i s o n e r  could 

show h i s  "good a t t i t u d e "  and "repentenance" f o r  h i s  crimes,  This  

good a t t i t u d e  w a s  necessary even a f t e r  a prolonged t o r t u r e  sess ion ,  

The tremendous propaganda value t o  t h e  enemy gained from 

s ta tements  hade by POWS cannot be over emphasized an6 f u t u r e  I'O'dS 

- * 
should make every e f f o r t  t o  avoid making these  concessions t o  

t h e  enemy. , 

u 

ARTICLE V I  I WILL NEVER FORGET THAT I AM AN AMERICAN 
FIGHTING YAl'j, RESPONSIBLE FOR IvIY ACTIONS 
AND DEDICATED TO THE PRINCIPLES WHICH 
&IDE MY COUNTRY, .  . 

The words of t h e  f i n a l  a r t i c l e  of t h e  Code of Conduct sum 
I 

I 
up -the purposes and goa l s  of t h e  document. I n  genera l ,  t h e  over- 

1 

I a l l  behavior of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  of war in Vietnam us ing  the code 

I as a guide is a j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  i t s  being and a v i n d i c a t i o n  f o r  
I 

a11 the  e f f o r t s  t h a t  were devoted t o  i ts implementation, I t  is 
I 

I t h e  t r u s t  i n  God and Country t h a t  motivates  a man t o  r e t u r n  t o  

c e r t a i n  t o r t u r e  t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  t imes i n  order  t o  prevent  t h e  , 

enemy from using him t o  harm the  goals  of h i s  na t ion ,  I t  is 

t r u s t  i n  God and Country t h a t  enables  a man t o  r e j e c t  an  o f f e r  

of r e p a t r i a t i o n  because he knows how damaging it would he t o  

his fe l low POW5 and a b l o t  on the  honor of h i s  family,  se rv ice ,  

1 and country. I t  is f a i t h  i n  God and Country t h a t  s t r eng thens  

C_-_ 



a man's w i l l  t o  can t inue  t o  communicate with and encourage h i s  

f e l low POWS d e s p i t e  t h e  knowledge of a lmost  c e r t a i n  r e p r i s a l s .  I t  is: 

t r u s t  i n  God and Country t h a t  kept  a l ive  t h e  c e r t a i n  knowledge i n  

t h e i r  h e a r t s  t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  of America had n o t  forgot-ken 

them and would some day b r ing  them home - home with hcnor. 

But what about those men who d idsno t  keep t h e  f a i t h  with 

t h e i r  country o r  t h e i r  fe l low pr i soners?  Charges were p r e f e r r e d  

a g a i n s t  two o f f i c e r s  and seven e n l i s t e d  men, Probably more m u l d  

have been charged if t h e  -Vietnam war ,had been l i k e  o t h e r s  i n  which 

t h i s  country has been engaged. 

There was a d i s c e r n i b l e  d i f f e rence  i n  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  of those  
. . 

POWS who were captured during t h e  1964-68 time frame and those 

who were captured i n  the  l a s t  s t a g e s  of t h e  war. Why? Because 

t h e  l a t t e r  group had been exposed t o  the  d i v i s i v e  f o r c e s  which 

had come i n t o  focus a s  a r e s u l t . < o f  the  anti-war movement i n  t he  

United S t a t e s .  

"A man cannot f i g h t  with a ta rn ished  shie3.d" The b i g g e s t  fac-  

t o r  i n  a man's a b i l i t y  t o  perform c r&i tabfy  as a p r i soner  of war 

is a s t r o n g  b e l i e f  i n  the  co r rec tness  of h i s  na t ions  f o r e i g n  

po l i cy .  Too many men i n  the  Armed Forces of the United S t a t e s  

do not understand what t h i s  na t ions  fo re ign  po l i cy  is ,  I t  is 

encumbht  upon the  Armed Forces before sending its members t o  

f i g h t ,  and poss ib ly  d i e ,  t o  inform them a s  t o  the  n a t u r e  of t h e  

f o r e i g n  po l i cy  and goa l s  of the  United S t x t e s  of America. This 

is n o t  t o  advocate a General Walker ' type " i n d o c t r i n a t i o n w  o r  a n  

extens ive  course i n  in terna t ional .  r e l a t i o n s  bu t  a simple,  s t r a i g h t -  

forward, explanat ion  of t h e  fo re ign  pol icy  of t h e  United S t a t e s .  

A program of t h i s  na ture  could be construed as " b r a i n  washing" 



"~ ..,. 
of "thought control"  and ccul-d be a t a r g e t  f o r  a g r e a t  d e a l  of 

c r i t i c i s m ,  But i f  a program of t h i s  na tu re  was w e l l  formulated 

and p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  executed it would be of inest imable va lue ,  n o t  

only t o  f u t u r e  p r i s o n e r s  of war ,. bu t  a l s o  t o  the  b e n e f i t  of t h e  

Armed Forces i n  time of both peace and war, The day of t h e  "charge 

of t h e  l i g h t  brigade" is over.  The youth of America r e q u i r e  and 

deserve a n  explanat ion  f o r  the  requirements f o r  them t o  se rve ,  

and iT' c a l l e d  upon, t o  s a c r i f i c e  f o r  t h e i r  country. A program 

of t h i s  na tu re  could be comnenced i n  b a s i c  t r a i n i n g  and could 
--\ 

be continued on as many o t h e r  t r a i n i n g  programs a r e  i n  the  Armed 

Forces.  The b a s i c  i n s t i n c t s  of  t h e  American youth a r e  good and 

if proper ly  motivated,  they can s t i l l  rank with the  b e s t  f i g h t i n g '  

men i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of the  world. 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATSONS 

My evalua t ion  of t h e  code i n  t h e  light of the  Vietnam p r i s o n e r s  

experiences is th ree fo ld .  F i r s t ,  t he  Code needs t o  be reviewed 

by a h igh ly  respected  board of c i t i z e n s  i n  order  t o  make a compre- 

hensive evalua t ion  of the  Vietnam experience,  t o  consider  f u t u r e  

wars i n  which American Servicemen may be captured, and t o  recammend 

d e s i r e a b l e  changes t o  the  Code, Second, t h e  American government 

needs t o  p e r i o d i c a l l y  expla in  t o  i ts  people, young and o l d ,  some 

b a s i c  facts of i ts  f o r e i g n  pol icy .  Third,  t h e  Defense Depart- 

ment n p d s  t o  educate every member of the  ~ r m e d  Forces i n  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e s  of Yne Code i n  such a c l e a r l y  understandable f a sh ion  

t h a t  he will. have minimal doubts as t o  how t o  observe t h e  Code' 

i f  ever  captured. I n  the  fo3.lowing paragraphs I propose t o  elabor-  

a t e  on each of these  t h r e e  recon~inendations. 

The Vietnam experience proved t h e  Code of Conduct t o  be a n  



--- 
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. e f f e c t i v e  and v i a b l e  s e t  of guidexi-nes t o  a i d  p r i s o n e r s  of war 

i n  t h e i r  r e s i s t e n c e  t a  t h e  enemy, Such a Code will be extremely 

u s e f u l  i n  f u t u r e  c o n f l i c t s  and. should remain genera l  i n  n a t u r e  

i n  o rde r  t o  be u s e f u l  i n  a l l  s i t u a t i o n s ,  With d i f f e r e n t  circum- 

s t a n c e s  e l a b o r a t i o n s  of t h e  code as was done w i t 3 1  t h e  "plums i n  

North Vietnam can be u t i l i z e d  t o  enhance the  value of t h e  code 

t o  f i t  s p e c i f i c  problem a r e a s ,  The a r t i c l e  concerning t h e  p o s i t i o n  

of g iv ing  only name, rank e t c ,  is an appropr ia t e  p o s i t i o n  f o r  a 

POW t o  t ake  as h i s  i n i t i a l  s t and  a f t e r  capture.  This  by no means 

i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the POW is n o t  a l loyed t o  speak t o  h i s  cap to r s  
f 

on a v a r i e t y  of s u b j e c t s  ( h e a l t h ,  food, medicine, e fc .  ) p a r t i c u l a r -  

l y  if he is the  Senior  Ranking Of f i ce r ,  What it does mean is - t 

t h a t  t h i s  is a  p o s i t i o n  t o  take  t o  prevent  t h e  enemy from gaining - 
m i l i t a r y  information o r  p r o p a g a ~ d a  e x p l o i t a t i o n  bu t  n o t  t o  be 

held u n t i l  i e a t h  o r  severe 

t h a t  i n  w a r  mast p r i s o n e r s  
'e' 

t i c a t e d .  Also -the a b i l i t y  

de te r io ra%cs  r a p i d l y  under 

incapac i t a t ion .  I t  should be reempk~sizei? 

a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  uneducated and unsophia- 

t o  use c o r r e c t  judgment i n  any man 

condi t ions  of severe  phys ica l  and mental  

stress, FOWS must be provided with a c l e a r  f i r m  posi . t ion from 

which t o  base t h e i r  dea l ings  with the  enemy. 

The ques t ion  of escape is one which needs t o  be e v a h a t e d  

c a r e f u l l y .  Is it worthwhile t o  a t tempt  a n  escape wi thout  any 

r e a l i s t i c  prospect  of success ,  knowing t h a t  o t h e r  men may d i e  a.s 

a consequence? This s e c t i o n  of the  Code should probably be rephrased 

t o  read  "I w i l l  make every reasonable e f f o r t  t o  escape..," 

The e v i l s  of pa ro le  and amnesty must be emphasized i n  t h e  . . 
t r a i n i n g  of American f i g h t i n g  men. Not j u s t  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of 

the  d ishonorable  aspects of the  a c t  i t s e l f ,  b u t  the very serious 

impact upon t h e  morale of  the POWS who remain behind, and t h e  . 

tremendous y v p a c a n d a  value Lo t h e  enemy gained by t he  release 



of a f e w  men. 

The a b i l i t y  of and the  ways ' i n  which a p r i soner  can r e s i s t  

t h e  enemy is one which r e q u i r e s  the most emphasis, The American 

people have been innolu la ted  with too  many John Wayne movies 

and o t h e r  examples of unbreakable w i l l  and super  human s t r e n g t h .  

I t  has  been amply proved t h a t  every man has  a breaking po in t .  

Y e t ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a man has  reached t h i s  p o i n t  does n o t  mean t h a t  

he c a n ' t  minimize t h e  enemy ga ins  and counterac t  them. The p r i s o n e r s  

of war in  North Vietnam may have l o s t  some skirmishes b u t  they 

won t he  propaganda and psychological  b a t t l e .  

The v i t a l  e s s e n t i a l i t y  of communication and l eader sh ip  i n  
- > 

t h e  p r i s o n e r  of war s i t u a t i o n  cannot be over s t r e s s e d ,  These 

are the two key f a c t o r s -  i n  suecess fu l  r e s i s t e n c e  and they should 

receive a  maximum amount of emphasis i n  code of conduct t r a i n i n g .  

I n  order  f o r  t h i s  n a t i o n - t ~  have men who perform c r e d i t a b l y  

i n  combat as w e l l  as i n  p r i son ,  American f i g h t i n g  men must r e c e i v e  

t r a i n i n g  and educat ion not i n  the  code of conduct alone, bu t  in  

t h e  principles and p o l i c i e s  t h a t  have -mde t h i s  country a model 

f o r  freedom loving  people t o  emulate. A program of educat ion 

f o r  our Armed Forces as t o  the  p r i n c i p l e s  of democracy and c u r r e n t  

f o r e i g n  po l i cy  needs t o  be es t ab l i shed  and vigorously prosecuted,  

The code of conduct should be made a l e g a l  document wi th  

v i o l a t o r s  made liable t o  t r i a l  and punishlnen-t under the  Uniform 

Code of M i l i t a r y  J u s t i c e .  If it is a s tandard  f o r  goed behavior 

and conduct t h e r e  should be 3. penal ty  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  comply with 

it. The dec i s ions  of t h e  S e c r e t a r i e s  of t h e  Navy and Army n o t  t o  

prosecute  t h e  men 

of the  Code could 

t o  c o l l a b o r a t e  in 

charged w i t h  far more s e r i o u s  a c t s  than  v i o l a t i o n s  

s e t  a s e r i o u s  example f o r  men who may be motivated 

f u t u r e  s i t a a t i o n s .  Punishment, o r  t h r e a t  of 



punishment is sometimes the on7y method Wat can motivate  c e r t a i n  

ind iv idua l s .  

The Vietnam 

During the  yea r s  

used t h e  code of 

and e labora t ions  

were made i n  the  

w a r  was t h e  first t e s t  o f  the code of conduct, 

of inca rce ra t ion  the Vietnam p r i s o n e r s  sf w a r  

conduct a s  t h e i r  guiding star. Ampkif i c a t i o n  

t o  t h e  code i n  order  ' to  f i t  c e r t a i n  s i t u a t i o n s  

form of the  "plums ," The plums were i n  no way 

a denixn o r  negat ion  of the  code, they served t o  provide s p e c i f i c  

guidance i n  the  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  ex i s t ed  i n  o rde r  f o r  the p r i s o n e r s  

of war Lo comply with t h e  code of conduct. 

EDUCATION OF' APlERICAN PEOPIjE IDJ STATUS OF PRTSONEHS OF WAR - - 1 

It shou3.d a l s o  be explained t o  t h e  American people t h a t  i n  

a l l  wars men become p r i soners ,  and although it is t h e  duty of 

our country t o  do everything poss ib le  t o  b r ing  about t h e  r e t u r n  
0 

of those p r i s o n e r s ;  by no means & ~ x l d  t h e  ex i s t ence  of priso~ers 

of war substant ia l1.y inf luence  o r  e f f e c t  n a t i o n a l  po1 i . c~ .  Becom- 

ing  a p r i s o n e r  of war is a risk t h a t  a s o l d i e r  m u s t  take and 

is one of t h e  l i a b i l i t i e s  inherent  in  the p ro fess ion  of bearing 

arms. 

I t  is obvious any American f i g h t i n g  man who f a l l s  i n t o  the 

hands of amy communist country can expect t o  be the  o b j e c t  of 

a t tempts  a . t  propaganda e x p l o i t a t i o n  and t o  be held as a p o l i t i c a l  

I hostago. The f i r s t  s t e p  needed t o  remedy t h i s  p r o b a b i l i t y  is t o  

I 
focus world a t t e n t i o n  on the  f a c t  t h a t  the  communist n a t i o n s  by 

1 ,  adding the  sentence t o  t h e  Geneva Convention by t h e i r  s i g n a t u r e  

1 r e f e r r e d  t o  e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  paper, have no i n t e n t i o n s  of ab id ing  

by the Geneva Convention. The United S t a t e s  can be an extremely 

I u s e f u l  fo r~ l i c  Tor br inging  pressure  t o  hear on them. Even if t h e  

I communist co tmt r io s  do remove the caveat  next t o  t h e i r  s i g n a t u r e  l l  we cannot f u l l y  expect them -to abide by t h e  Geneva conven t ion .  
C -- - - 



--"\ 
If t h e i r  p a s t  record  is kn i nd ica t ion ,  they w i l l  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

abide by t h e i r  agreements i f  they f e e l  it is n o t  t o  t h e i r  advan- 

t age  to do so ,  
I 

I In  t h e  f u t u r e ,  i f  a communist captor  country begins l o  r e l e a s e  

propaganda s ta tements  repor ted  t o  be made by American pr isoners  

1 of war i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of achieving t h e i r  propaganda o b j e c t i v e s ,  

the United S t a t e s  government should have a s t a t e d  n a t i o n a l  po l i cy  

that our country cons iders  any statement  made by a p r i s o n e r  of 

war t h a t  is d i s l o y a l  t o  h i s  country has been gained through b r u t a l ,  

inhurnm, and u n e t h i c a l  treatnenl;  by h i s  cap to r s .  The United S t a t e s  
b 

cannot maintain t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  a31 of its men wh-o became pr jsonsrs  
I - I 

of qar a r e  a b l e  t o  maintain a completely s u c c e s s f u l  r e s i s t e n c e  

postlure. Irrstead of expect ing t o t a l  r e s i s t e n c e  by the  p r i s o n e r s  
-* 

of war, t he  IJni ted S t a t e s  should a t t a c k  t h e  communists as we d id  t h e  

Nordh . ~ i e t n & e s e  i n  t h e  l a t e r  stages of t h e  Vietnam c o n f l i c t  f o r  

direlct ly  v i o l a t i n g  t k e  Geneva convention and u t i l i z i n g  methods 

whiclh would a t tempt  t o  subver t  t h e  l o y a l t y  and p a t r i o t i s m  of cap- 

tureld f i g h t i n g  men. The tremendous e f f o r t  mounted by the  Nixon 

admih i s t r a t ion  and m i l l i o n s  of Americans i n  behalf  of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  

of  whr i n  Vietnam is d i r e c t l y  respons ib le  f o r  the  r a d i c a l  impr0v.e- 

ments i n  t h e  t rea tment  of the  Vietnam POWS beginning i n  l a t e  1969. 

Many prisoners of w a r  who re turned  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  1973 

in  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  would never have survived* i f  t h a t  change had- 

I * 
no t  taken p lace ,  

This, however, w i l l  n o t  r e l i e v e  t h e  POW of t h e  burden of .. 

1 r e s i s t i n g  -the enemy's . . at tempts  a t  e x p l o i t a t i o n  for propaganda 

purposes. The communists use propzganda i n  order  t o  inf luence  

t h e i r  own people and o the r  m.-!ions who do n o t  have access  t o  t h e  

media of the  " f r ee  world." 



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE EDUCA TTj? 

P r e s e n t l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  v a r  i c ? ~ s  Armed Forces SERF (survival, 

escape, r e s i s t e n c e ,  and evas i w r , )  schools  located i n  v a r i o u s  p n r t s  

of the  United S t a t e s  and overseas.  There a r e  some major d e f i c i e n c i e s  

i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  provided by these schools ,  

A l a r g e  amount of  tb.e emph~sis in  t h e  SERE Schools is devoted 

t o  l i v i n g  i n  a compound s i t u a t i o n  i n  which t h e  s t u d e n t s  are t r e a t e d  

to an u n r e a l i s t i c  s e t  of circumstances which a r e  beyond t h e  c o n t r o l  

of t h e  schon i  I t s e l f .  F i r s t  t h c  school. is f o r  a l i m i t e d  d u r a t i o n  

which gives t h e  t r a i n e e  t h e  certsi .n knowiedge of a f i x e d  terminatio:-!. 

date ,170 wha-tevw .circumstances he  might be undergoing. Second, 
. I 

t h e  L r a i n e e  has t h e  c e r t i t u d e  that he w i l l  n o t  be s c v e r l y  i n j u n d  

no mat te r  how s e r i o u s  the  threats become o r  how uncomfor$able he  

may be. Thi rd ly ,  during thc bulk of the  compound environment 

t h e  -trainees a r e  genera1j.y irk. con tac t  w i t h  t h e i r  comrades, w i t h  

only t h e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  being removed t o  i s o l a t i c n  and then  f o r  

punishment purposes,  The time and energy devoted t o  what mxst 

always be a b a s i c a l l y  u n r e a l i s t i c  s i t u a t i o n  could be f a r  b e t t e r  

u t i l i z e d  by t h e  use of f i lms ,  l e c t u r e s ,  and case s t u d i e s  attempt- 

ing t o  p r e s e n t  the  t o t a l  p i c t u r e  of the  p r i s o n  experience;  i ts  

s t r e s s e s ,  successes and f a i l u r e s .  h i e r i c a n  f i g h t i n g  men can be 

taught; ? t h a t  p r i s o n e r s  through f a i t h ,  communication, and l eader sh ip  

can no t  only r e s i s t  the  attempts o f  the  enemy t o  e x p l o i t  them but 

a l s o  a c t u a l l y  defea t  h i m .  Along with t h i s  - t ra in ing ,  t h e  examples 

mentioned i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  and many o t h e r s  shouJ.d be u t i l i z e d  50 

i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  i r les t in~able  val-ue of f a i t h  i n  ones fe i low Americans 

j both i n  p r i son  and back i n  the Utiited S t a t e s .  This  inc ludes  a 

compJ c t e  understanding of weaknwscs as wel l  a s  s t r e n g t h s ,  f a i l -  
r 

I in!;? a s  we11 as  successes and mast important of aL1, t h o  neceskity 



ciespite 5 i-hat ions o r  phya i c a i  separa t ion ,  group s t r e n g t h  is 

a key t o  s u c c e s s f u l  r e s i s t ence  and every e f f o r t  shou1.d be made 

to maintain it. 

SUMMARY AND CClPiCLljSION 

The t r a i n i n g  and indoc t r ina t ion  in t he  Code of Conduct provided 

t o  t h e  POWS p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  m p t u r e  was' t o  a large degree re spons ib le  

f o r  t h e i r  gerlcra1l.y admira'cle record ,  The Code proved t o  be of 

va lue  n o t  only t o  the na t ion  b u t  also t o  t h e  ind iv idua l s .  

Based on t h e  o v e r a l l  performance of t h e  POWS i n  North Vietnam 

t h e  Code of Co~duc-t; was of tremendous value in providing them 

with guidance and s t a n d a r d s  of behavior. This  performance should 
- ,  

be i n  i t s e l f  ample jur;.tificatior?. f o r  the  continuence of 2 Code 

of Conduct, modi f i ed  -to s l i m i t e d .  degree as t h e  lessons  of +,he - 
, Vietnam w a r  may i n d i c a t e ,  

e 



-\ 
Feb, 1967 

Tn accordance with the p r e v a i l i n g  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  camp and foflaw- 
trig t h e  recent  educat ion program of t h e  criminals about  the p o l i c y  
toward them and based on: 

1, The po l i cy  toward the  American c r imina l s  a l r eady  i ssued .  
2, The provis ions  of d e t s i n i n g  th@ b lackes t  c r imina l s  i n  

t h e  D . R . V . N .  
3. The inspec t ion  and imple tz t ion  of t h e  camp r e g u l a t i o n s  

by the  c r imina l s  i n  the  p a s t ,  and 
4. I n  order  t o  insu re  t h e  proper execut ion of the  r e g u l a t i o n s  

t h e  camp commander has  decided t o  i s s u e  the  fo l lowing new 
r e g u l a t i o n s  which have been modified and augmented t o  
r e f l e c t  thc  new condi t ions ,  from now on the  c r imina l s  
must s t r i c t l y  fol low and abide  by t h e  fo l lowing p r o v i o i o r ~ s :  

"The c r imina l s  a r e  under an  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  g ive  f u l l  and c l e a r  
m i t t e n  o r  qral  answers t o  a l l  ques t ions  r a i s e d  by t h e  camp 
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  " A l l  atempts and - t r icks intended t o  evade answering 
f u r t h e r  ques t ions  and a c t s  d i rec ted  t o  oppos i t ion  by r e f u s i n g  - 
t o  answer any ques t ions  w i l l  be considered m a n i f i s t a t i o n s  
of obstina.ncy and antagonism which deserves s t r i c t  punishment. 

The c r imina l s  Mst abso lu te ly  abide by and s e r i o u s l y  obey a l l  
o rde r s  and ins- t ruc t ions  from tirc?Vle'tnamese o f f i c e r s  and g u s r d s  
i n  the- campaa 

The cri.minal-s must demonstrate a caut ious  and pol  i-te a t t i t u d e  
t he  o f f i c e r s  and guaras i n  thc  camp and must render  g r e e t i n g s  
when met by them i n  a manner a l l  ready determined by t h e  camp 
a u t h o r i t i e s .  When t h e  Vietnamese Of f i ce r s  and G u a r d s  come t o  
t h e  rooms f o r  inspect ion  o r  when they are  requi red  by t h e  camp 
o f f i c e r  t o  come t o  the  of f  i c e  room, the  c r imina l  m u s t  c a r e f u l l y  
and n e a t l y  pu t  on t h e i r  c l o t h e s ,  s tand a t t e n t i o n ,  bow a g r e e t i n g  
and await f u r t h e r  orders ,  They may s i t  down only when permission 
is grantcd.  

The c r imina l  must maintain s i l e n c e  i n  t h e  de ten t ion  rooms and 
not make any loud  no i ses  which can be heard outs ide .  " A l l  
schemes and a t tempts  t o  ga in  in€ ormation and achieve communication 
with t h e  c r imina l s  l i v i n g  next  door by in ten t iona l2y  t a l k i n g  
loudly,  tapping on walls, or  by o t h e r  means w i l l  be s t r i c t l y  - 
punished, " 

I f  any c r imina i  is allowed t o  a s k  a ques t ion  he is allowed t o  
say s o f t l y  only the  words "bao cao," The guard'wil .1 r e p o r t  t h i s  
t o  t h e  o f f i c e r  i n  charge,  

I 

The c r imina l s  are  n o t  allowed t o  br ing  i n t o  and keep i n  t h e i r  
rooms anything that 'ha 's  n o t  been s o  approved by t h e  camp 
a u t h o r i t i e s .  



The c r imina l s  must keep t h e i r  rooms clean and must t a k e  care 
of everyth ing  given t o  them by t h e  camp a u t h o r i t i e s .  

The c r imina l s  must go t o  bed and arise in  accordance wi th  t h e  
o rde r s  s igna led  by t h e  gong. 

During a l e r t s  the  cr iminals  must take  s h e l t e r  without  de lay ,  if 
no foxhole is a v a i l a b l e  tncy must go unde r  t h e i r  beds and lay 
c l o s e  t o  the  w a l l ,  

When a c r imina l  g e t s  s i c k  he must r e p o r t  it t o  t h e  guard who 
will n o t i f y  the medical personnel ,  The medical personnel  w i l l  
come t o  see t h e  s i c k  and g ive  him medicine o r  send him Lo t h e  
h o s p i t a l  i f  necessary.  

When allowed ou t s ide  f o r  any reason each c r imina l  is expected t o  
walk only i n  the  a r e a s  as l imi ted  by the guards-in-charge and 
s e r i o u s l y  fol low h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  

Any obst inacy or  opposi t ion,  v i o l a t i o n  of the  proceeding 
p rov i s ions ,  o r  anv scheme o r  a t tempt  t o  ge t  ou t  of the  de t en  t i b n  
camp without  permission a r e  a l l  punishable.  On -the n ther  hand , 
any c r imina l  who s t r i c t l y  obeys t h e  camp r e g u l a t i o n s  and shows 
h i s  t r u e  submission and repentance by h i s  p r a c t i c a l  acts  will 
be allowed t o  enjoy t h e  humane t reatment  he deserves ,  

Anyone s o  imbued with a sense of prevent ing  v io l .a t ions  and who 
r e v e a l s  tho, iden-tity of those who a t tempt  t o  a c t  in  vio2a.tion 
of t h e  forgoing pravisl-ons w i l l  be properly r e v a r d e d .  However, 
i f  and cr iminal  is aware of  any v i o l a t i o n  and d e l i b e r a t e l y  
tries t o  cover it up, he w i l l  be s t r i c t l y  punished when this 
is discovered,  

I n  order  t o  a s su re  t h e  proper execution of the  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  all 
t h e  c r imina l s  i n  any de ten t ion  room m u c t  be held. r e spons ib le  f o r  
any and a l l  v i o l a t i o n s  of the r e g u l a t i o n s  committed i n  t h e i r  room. 

Signed 
The Camp Commander 
15 February 1969 

(Addit ions and o r  Changes) 

I t  is forbidden t o  t a l k  o r  make any w r i t i n g  on the  walls i n  t h e  
bathrooms o r  communicate w i t h  c r iminals  i n  o the r  bathrooms by any 
o t h e r  means, 

He o r  who escapes or  t r i e s  t o  escape from the camp and h i s  ( t h e i r )  
accomplice ' (s) w i l l  be s e r i o u s l y  punished. 



CODE CF CONDUCT 

I a m  ar. American f i g h t i n g  mar.. I serve in the forces which 
guard my coun t ry  and ou r  way of' l i f e .  I am prepared t o  g ive  my 
l i f e  i n  t h e i r  defense,  

I w i l l  never sur render  of my o w  f r e e  w i l l .  If i n  command 
I w i l l  never sur render  my men while they s t i l l  have the  means 
t o  r e s i s t ,  

If J am captured 1 w i l l  continue t o  r e s i s t  by a11 mems 
available. 1 will.  make every e f f o r t  t o  escape and a i d  o t h e r s  
t o  escape. 1 w i l l  accept  n e i t h e r  paro le  nor s p e c i a l  f avors  Porn 
the  enemy. - I 

If I become a p r i soner  of war, I w i l l  keep f a i t h  with my 
fe l low pr i soners .  I w i l l  g ive no information o r  t a k e  part i n  
any a c t i o n  which might be h a r m f u l  t o  my comrades. If I a m  Senior ,  
I w i l l  take command. If no t ,  Z w i l l  obey t h e  lawful  orders of 
those appointed over me and w i l l  back them up  i n  every way. 

When quest ioned,  should I become a. p r i soner  of war, I 
a m  bound t o  g ive  only name, rank, s e r v i c e  number and date 
of b i r t h .  I w i l l  evade answering f u r t h e r  ques t ions  t o  t h e  
utmost of  my a b i l i t y .  I w i l l  make no o r a l  o r  w r i t t e n  s t a t e -  
ments d i s l o y a l  t o  my country and i t s  a l l i e s  o r  harmful t o  
t h e i r  cause,  

I w i l l  never f o r g e t  that. I anr an Arne-ican f i g h t i n g  
man, respons ib le  f o r  my a c t i o n s ,  and dedicated t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  
which made my country  f r e e .  I w i l l  t r u s t  i n  my God and i n  
t h e  United S t a t e s  of America. 


