




I n  the United States today "keep the home 
fires burning'' has a new meaning. 

It fneaod that a million and a half young men 
have already joined the armed forces of national defense. 

It means that still more millions, men and women 
too, have been mxuited to the "anny in overalls'' that 
mans the industrial lines of national defense. 

It means that oN the p p l e  throughout the 
whole country must put their shoulders to the wheel. 

It means that all the machinay of our Govern- 
ment, Federal, State, and local, is working togethv to 
sangthen cnmmunity self-sewice-far health, for mcre- 
ation, for education, and for family security. 

Hem is how the Office of Defense Health and 
WelfaTe Savices explainr the what, 
where, and haw of home fmnt defense. 

What it is: 

Thc Home Front is where we 
live and how we live-all of us. 130 
million Americans. Strengthening the put thir 
home front means doing a hetter job ta tbr ~ l r e ~  



2 The Home Front  

lhan we haw ever done to maEe our mmmen life worth 
living  it^ MY own  hob^ tow 
We  mu^ ~ n e  that everybody has enough fwd and the 

right W of foul. 
We d protect peopk's health. 
Wa muat be ready to work harda and bctter. 
WB ISUS make hours off-wofk happy and w d w h i k  

uxl hmwting through the kind of recreation that 8, 
as the wMd iW aa@, r e - ~ ~ ~ l i m  of heart, and mind, 

wxational trainii for youngpeople 
pmparing for futun joke, and older 
workeR loohing tow& benu jobs. 

We must rateguard the security of 
k d k  byJoeins that people have 
deccm houses to live in, and that &mrn d 

fromcr are not WEB up bncause bC1", m W M d  body 

d powsty, ill-, and 0 t h  disaster. 
There is nothing new about any of this, We 

haw baen working for all tbese kinds of d d c e  a 
1% time. But we cannot now 61fford to take &r 
~ortoh:aar ir f iedwithapieccmcdjob.  

What is new is that total dcfclLse d d s  the 
fokd of the Warier). And fcr the strrngth of the 
Nation, we mrrrt do a better and a biggcr jab of cbnrmu- 
nity ~Ifsaviec tblrn ever before. 





4 The  Home Front 

The men in our armed forces, the men and women 
on the industrial production line, come from everywhere. 
Many of +-hem wmc from your State, y u  munty, yaa 
town. What happew to them while they live in these 
new defense t o m  is important to their fslnilies at home 
andtoyw. 

But the home front d m  not eml with defense towns. 
rmdr State, yaa county,your town a h  have a job to do. 
You and your neighbors must kecp your own "home 
fires burning" too. Serving your own Community is 
aming the Nation. For our home t o m  are the great 
redervoirs of our national stmngth and health and morale. 

How it w o k :  
An all-out job calls for an 

all-out plan. The framework of home 
front defense wvas the Nation. It 
caUs for, and has a place for, the 

Tarmpaplc -t lo 
savian ofall. - - The Federal Government is 

-. respnsihle fm organizing the over-all 
national program. Itl first aim is to smngthen the 
hands of all local rommuniti-and particularly of 
overcrowded dduw towns. I t  does not do the job for 
them; it simply helps them do their own job better tbam 
they could single-handed. 

Within the national f m m ~ r k ,  both Federal, 
State, and local government agencies and voluntaay 
private organizatiow have a dciinite place. Local or- 
ganizations and local people, of coune, do all they can, 
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juataslocalgovanmenhlgiveallthesavieethn/~anin 
their own communities. 

Find out what is being done, and how you can 
help in your own town. The task is tremendous. Thve 
is more than enough for all to do. The wholehearted 
answa we give to the rulurt, whm, and how of the home 
front is the measure of our national sangth and unity. 

?he answer we give dependa on you and your 
154 million fellow citizens. 

THE FRAMEWORK OF 
HOME FRONT DEFENSE 

The Frdnal Cownrmat( has two agencies con- 
caned with home front defense: The O@e of Czmlirm 
D&m is mponsible for maintaining cham& of coopera- 
tion between the Federal Govunmcnt and State and 
local defense councils; for helpin# to develop civilian 
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defense measurco to protect life md property in the 
went of emergency; and for organuing a p h  of voluo- 
tcer aaviae for participation in national defmse. 

Th Fderd SdMip AdnnmIrolor has been named 
Director of the O& of Wense Wth and Welfare 
Suvica. The Director's office IS rroponsible f a  Nation- 
mde aetivitie in connection with heslth, nutrition, 
Education, rectation, f d y  securiq* and social pro- 
tection agaimt venereal diPease 

Within the framework set up by the Director, 
six national voluntary agencies-tbeYMCq the YWCA, 
the National Catholic Colnmunity Suvicc, the Jewish 
W c l t a ~ ~  Board, the Salvation Army, 
and the Naonal T r d m  Aid Soci- 
ety-have incotpornad t6e Um&d 
Samin Organiitcrtiau. It8 pwrpc~c ir m 
c o o p t e  wharw kelp iskekded ina 
providing for the -tion and wd- 
fare of mIdius, sailors, and dcrfense 
woeken. 'flu WSO d l  operate sew- W-d* 
icemen's d u b  aml similar activities wkm. 

in defense towns that cannot alone provide all the 
leiswe-time activities required to take cam of their new 
d&nx populations. 

&fw wtanls have bem set up in nearly all 
the Stags and in many citia and towns. These MUO& 

are conwned with all I d  activities that contribute 
to hww dduw. They eoopaate with the Fedaal 
agasiea snd k i p  m tie together ~ol~~nta%-f activitica 
dated to home &cat defmpc in their own commuaities. 
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Many pho=s also have special committees work- 
ing with State and local defense councils on such 
problems as recmation, family sefurity, and nutrition. 

You can find out about home front defense in 
y town from the information service organizud under 
your local defense council or your local government. 








