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The Honorable Bill Frist
Senate Majority Leader
United States Senate
Washington DC 20514

AUG1 2aos

Dear Mr. Majority Leader:

We are writing to inform you that the National Guard, in concert with Customs and
Border Protection, has met the President's commitment to deploy 6,000 Guardsmen to the
southwest border states by August 1. Currently, there are 6,199 soldiers and airmen on the
ground in these four states working to secure our border. Almost all of these men and women in
the National Guard will be forward deployed, but they are now serving in one of three capacities:

. Forward deployed: directly supporting the Border Patrol through surveillance,
intelligence gathering, entry identification, engineering and other efforts.

. JTF Headquarters: posted at the Joint Task Force headquarters located in each
southwestern border state and responsible for command and control of the Guard
forces and supervision ofthe Guard's border training.

. Training and Transition: deployed in the border states and undergoing training for
border duties. This training includes instruction in the rules for the use of force, desert
survival, Border Patrol functions, and cultural awareness.

The deployment ofthe National Guard has made a powerful impact on the security of our
southern border. Since the President announced OperationJumpstart on May 15, apprehensions
on the southwest border have declined by 45 percent compared to the same time last year.
Fewer people are crossing our border, and this decline far exceeds any changes in border
crossing due to seasonal migration patterns. The number of "Other Than Mexicans" (OTMs)
apprehended at the border has also fallen substantially, down nearly 25 percent since the
beginning of the fiscal year.

Moreover, the Guard's deployment has enabled more than 315 Border Patrol agents to
move from back office administrative functions to frontline border enforcement activities, further
multiplying the Guard's impact. While Guardsmen are not involved in direct law enforcement
activities, the Guard is working closely with Border Patrol agents to assist in the apprehension
of illegal immigrants through surveillance and intelligence efforts. To date, this joint effort has
netted the following results:

. 2,296 apprehensions of illegal immigrants

. 64 vehicles seized

. 14,496 lbs of marijuanaseized

. 220 lbs of cocaine seized

While the Guard is serving as a force multiplier on the border, we are also rapidly
increasing the number of Border Patrol agents. Since the beginning ofthis fiscal year, the
Border Patrol has increased by 598 agents, and another 654 agents are currently in training



at the United States Border Patrol Academy. We are on track to meet the President's objective
of doubling the 'number of Border Patrol agents by the end of2008.

Finally, it is important to remember that the Guard maintains its ability to play an
essential role in the War on Terrorism and respond to critical missions in the United States
such as forest fires, hurricanes, and other natural disasters. Currently, we have 68,000
Guardsmen deployed in 40 countries around the world - primarily in Iraq, Afghanistan, Kosovo,
the Horn of Africa and the Sinai Peninsula. About 10,000 Guardsmen are fighting forest fires in
the Western United States right now. Despite these commitments, nearly 300,000 other
Guardsmen in the United States are available to respond to additional needs as they may arise.

Thank you for your support of these efforts to secure the border, particularly the recent
supplemental funding passed by Congress. A major component of comprehensive immigration
reform is a secure border. We look forward to working with you to ensure that the progress of
these efforts continues.

Sincerely,

;t~Pf- ,~~ I?L.
W. Ralph Basham
CBP Commissioner

Paul McHale
Assistant Secretary of Defense

cc: Members of Congress
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The Honorable Dennis J. Hastert
Speaker of the House of Representatives
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515

Dear Mr. Speaker:

We are writing to inform you that the National Guard, in concert with Customs and
Border Protection, has met the President's commitment to deploy 6,000 Guardsmen to the
southwest border states by August 1. Currently, there are 6,199 soldiers and airmen on the
ground in these four states working to secure our border. Almost all of these men and women in
the National Guard will be forward deployed, but they are now serving in one of three capacities:

. Forward deployed: directly supporting the Border Patrol through surveillance,
intelligence gathering, entry identification, engineering and other efforts.

. JTF Headquarters: posted at the Joint Task Force headquarters located in each
southwestern border state and responsible for command and control of the Guard
forces and supervision of the Guard's border training.

. Training and Transition: deployed in the border states and undergoing training for
border duties. This training includes instruction in the rules for the use of force, desert
survival, Border Patrol functions, and cultural awareness.

The deployment of the National Guard has made a powerful impact on the security of our
southern border. Since the President announced Operation Jumpstart on May 15, apprehensions
on the southwest border have declined by 45 percent compared to the same time last year.
Fewer people are crossing our border, and this decline far exceeds any changes in border
crossing due to seasonal migration patterns. The number of "Other Than Mexicans" (OTMs)
apprehended at the border has also fall~n substantially, down nearly 25 percent since the
beginning of the fiscal year. .

Moreover, the Guard's deployment has enabled more than 315 Border Patrol agents to
move from back office administrative functions to frontline border enforcement activities, further
multiplying the Guard's impact. While Guardsmen are not involved in direct law enforcement
activities, the Guard is working closely with Border Patrol agents to assist in the apprehension
of illegal immigrants through surveillance and intelligence efforts. To date, this joint effort has
netted the following results:

. 2,296 apprehensions of illegal immigrants

. 64 vehicles seized

. 14,496 lbs of marijuana seized

. 220 lbs of cocaine seized

While the Guard is serving as a force multiplier on the border, we are also rapidly
increasing the number of Border Patrol agents. Since the beginning ofthis fiscal year, the
Border Patrol has increased by 598 agents, and another 654 agents are currently in training



at the United States Border Patrol Academy. We are on track to meet the President's objective
of doubling the number of Border Patrol agents by the end of2008.

Finally, it is important to remember that the Guard maintains its ability to play an
essential role in the War on Terrorism and respond to critical missions in the United States
such as forest fires, hurricanes, and other natural disasters. Currently, we have 68,000
Guardsmen deployed in 40 countries around the world - primarily in Iraq, Afghanistan, Kosovo,
the Horn of Africa and the Sinai Peninsula. About 10,000 Guardsmen are fighting forest fires in
the Western United States right now. Despite these commitments, nearly 300,000 other
Guardsmen in the United States are available to respond to additional needs as they may arise.

Thank you for your support of these efforts to secure the border, particularly the recent
supplemental funding passed by Congress. A major component of comprehensive immigration
refonn is a secure border. We look forward to working with you to ensure that the progress of
these efforts continues.

Sincerely,

~~~
W. Ralph Basham
CBP Commissioner

, dl!K,;1t-
Paul McHale

Assistant Secretary of Defense

cc: Members of Congress
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The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Minority Leader
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515

AUG1 2006

Dear Madam Minority Leader:

We are writing to infonn you that the National Guard, in concert with Customs and
Border Protection, has met the President's commitment to deploy 6,000 Guardsmen to the
southwest border states by August 1. Currently, there are 6,199 soldiers and ainnen on the
ground in these four states working to secure our border. Almost all of these men and women in
the National Guard will be forward deployed, but they are now serving in one of three capacities:

. Forward deployed: directly supporting the Border Patrol through surveillance,
intelligence gathering, entry identification, engineering and other efforts.

. JTF Headquarters: posted at the Joint Task Force headquarters located in each
southwestern border state and responsible for command and control of the Guard
forces and supervision of the Guard's border training.

. Training and Transition: deployed in the border states and undergoing training for
border duties. This training includes instruction in the rules for the use of force, desert
survival, Border Patrol functions, and cultural awareness.

The deployment of the National Guard has made a powerful impact on the security of our
southern border. Since the President announced Operation Jumpstart on May 15, apprehensions
on the southwest border have declined by 45 percent compared to the same time last year.
Fewer people are crossing our border, and this decline far exceeds any changes in border
crossing due to seasonal migration patterns. The number of "Other Than.Mexicans" (OTMs)
apprehended at the border has also fallen substantially, down nearly 25 percent since the
beginning of the fiscal year.

Moreover, the Guard's deployment has enabled more than315 Border Patrol agents to
move from back office administrative functions to frontline border enforcement activities, further
multiplying the Guard's impact. While Guardsmen are not involved in direct law enforcement
activities, the Guard is working closely with Border Patrol agents to assist in the apprehension
of illegal immigrants through surveillance and intelligence efforts. To date, this joint effort has
netted the following results:

. 2,296 apprehensions of illegal immigrants

. 64 vehicles seized

. 14,496 lbs of marijuana seized

. 220 lbs of cocaine seized

While the Guard is serving as a force multiplier on the border, we are also rapidly
increasing the number of Border Patrol agents. Since the beginning of this fiscal year, the
Border Patrol has increased by 598 agents, and another 654 agents are currently in training



at the United States Border Patrol Academy. We are on track to meet the President's objective
of doubling the number of Border Patrol agents by the end of2008.

Finally, it is important to remember that the Guard maintains its ability to play an
essential role in the War on Terrorism and respond to critical missions in the United States
such as forest fires, hurricanes, and other natural disasters. Currently, we have 68,000
Guardsmen deployed in 40 countries around the world - primarily in Iraq, Afghanistan, Kosovo,
the Horn of Africa and the Sinai Peninsula. About 10,000 Guardsmen are fighting forest fires in
the Western United States right now. Despite these commitments, nearly 300,000 other
Guardsmen in the United States are available to respond to additional needs as they may arise.

Thank you for your support ofthese efforts to secure the border, particularly the recent
supplemental funding passed by Congress. A major component of comprehensive immigration
reform is a secure border. We look forward to working with you to ensure that the progress of
these efforts continues.

Sincerely,

J1I~ ~PJ-----
W. Ralph Basham
CBP Commissioner

'~~/J.L
Paul McHale

Assistant Secretary of Defense

cc: Members of Congress
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The Honorable Harry Reid
Senate Minority Leader
United States Senate
Washington DC 20514

AUG) 2006

Dear Mr. Minority Leader:

We are writing to infonn you that the National Guard, in concert with Customs and
Border Protection, has met the President's commitment to deploy 6,000 Guardsmen to the
southwest border states by August 1. Currently, there are 6,199 soldiers and ainnen on the
ground in these four states working to secure our border. Almost all of these men and women in
the National Guard will be forward deployed, but they are now serving in one of three capacities:

. Forward deployed: directly supporting the Border Patrol through surveillance,
intelligence gathering, entry identification, engineering and other efforts.

. JTF Headquarters: posted at the Joint Task Force headquarters located in each
southwestern border state and responsible for command and control of the Guard
forces and supervision of the Guard's border training.

. Training and Transition: deployed in the border states and undergoing training for
border duties. This training includes instruction in the rules for the use of force, desert
survival, Border Patrol functions, and cultural awareness.

The deployment of the National Guard has made a powerful impact on the security of our
southern border. Since the President announced Operation Jumpstart on May 15, apprehensions
on the southwest border have declined by 45 percent compared to the same time last year.
Fewer people are crossing our border, and this decline far exceeds any changes in border
crossing due to seasonal migration patterns. The number of "Other Than Mexicans" (OTMs)
apprehended at the border has also fallen substantially, down nearly 25 percent since the
beginning of the fiscal year.

Moreover, the Guard's deployment has enabled more than 315 Border Patrol agents to
move from back office administrative functions to frontline border enforcement activities, further
multiplying the Guard's impact. While Guardsmen are not involved in direct law enforcement
activities, the Guard is working closely with Border Patrol agents to assist in the apprehension
of illegal immigrants through surveillance and intelligence efforts. To date, this joint effort has
netted the following results:

. 2,296 apprehensions of illegal immigrants

. 64 vehicles seized

. 14,496 Ibs of marijuana seized

. 220 Ibs of cocaine seized

While the Guard is serving as a force multiplier on the border, we are also rapidly
increasing the number of Border Patrol agents. Since the beginning of this fiscal year, the
Border Patrol has increased by 598 agents, and another 654 agents are currently in training



at the United States Border Patrol Academy. We are on track to meet the President's objective
of doubling the number of Border Patrol agents by the end of2008.

Finally, it is important to remember that the Guard maintains its ability to play an
essential role in the War on Terrorism and respond to critical missions in the United States
such as forest fires, hurricanes, and other natural disasters. Currently, we have 68,000
Guardsmen deployed in 40 countries around the world - primarily in Iraq, Afghanistan, Kosovo,
the Horn of Africa and the Sinai Peninsula. About 10,000 Guardsmen are fighting forest fires in
the Western United States right now. Despite these commitments, nearly 300,000 other
Guardsmen in the United States are availableto respond to additional needs as they may arise.

Thank you for your support of these efforts to secure the border, particularly the recent
supplemental funding passed by Congress. A major component of comprehensive immigration
reform is a secure border. We look forward to working with you to ensure that the progress of
these efforts continues.

Sincerely,

Jf/~MUf--
W. Ralph Basham
CBP Commissioner

"-/~~IIL
Paul McHale
Assistant Secretary of Defense

cc: Members of Congress
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