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Mational Securtby Degision Memarandmn 2749

IO The Secretary of Defence
The Deputy Secratary of Slate
The Direetar, Axms Conired and Disarmament Agency

SUBJEST: Geneva Protocol of 1925 and Rict Control Agents and
Chemical Herbicidas

The Fresident has reviewod the interagency report on the riot confrol
agents and chemnical berbicides issue and the Geneva Frotocol of 1925
apd associated agancy views.

The President considera it important that the United States ratidy the
Genere Protocol, A

The Preosident is therefore preparcd, in raaffirming the current T, S
nnderstanding of the scope of tha Frotocol, to tencunce as a rnatter of
national policy (1) Frat uee of harbicides in wax except use, under rega-
jati ona applicakle fo their dormnestic use, for aonirol of vegetation within
1,5, baaes and installations o around their immediate defensie peri-
rnetexrs, and (2) firat use of rict control apents 2a an offensive woapon
of war to facilitate o1 increase casualties.

Tha Fresident wishea, however, to preszerve the option to use riok coutrol
agents in rict contrel circumstances (Lo inclnde controlling rioting prison-
are of war), in situations where ¢ivilian casnzlties cat be reduced or
aveoidod, in rescue missions, apd in defensive rilitary meodes o sayva
lives, The requiremesnts roegarding authorization for use of hese agents
in war, sct forth in HNEDM 78 on Augest 11, 1970, remdin in effect.

Frior to deeiding o take thia step, however, the President has directed
that the Dircctor of the Arma Cordrol and Disarmament Agency, I con-

aultation writh the Doepartmants of State and Defense, promptly whdertake
tha necassary disdussions with key Serators with the aim of achieving
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COMFTHRNTIA AL, DIE/GTE- — 2

Senabe advice and consant to ratification of the Ganava Protoool af the
ea rliesk pogsible date, These censultations shonld lnclude the =im of
achicving favorable Sernate actlon on the Biological Weapona Convaation
at the earlicst possible date,

Eath the fact and nature of the forssoing decisions sbhould be clogely
held prior te 2 raport ko the President on the cormpleted consnltations
and hlg approval of a public statement. This roport should inclhede son-
sideration of providing pricr notification of 19, 5, intentions to thosc
aliies which have falen a view sirmilag to thal of the U, 5, regarding the
interpretatfion of the Genewva Protocol.

Bt Ll
Henryr A, Kl W

cot The Director of Central Tnkellizence
The Chairman, Joint Chicis of 3Eaff
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