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Attorney Ceneral Transcript

News Conference regardi ng Zacari as Mussaoui
Decenber 11, 2001
DQJ Conference Center

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT: Today, three nonths after the assault on
our honel and, the United States of America has brought the
awesonme wei ght of justice against the terrorists who
blithely nurdered innocent Anericans. The first indictnent
has been brought against the terrorists of Septenber 11th.

Al Qaeda will now neet the justice it abhors and the
judgnment it fears.

This norning a grand jury in the Eastern District of

Virgi nia charged Zacarias Mussaoui, a native of France of
Mor occan ancestry, with conspiring wwth Osama bin Laden and
al Qaeda to murder thousands of innocent people in New York,
Virginia and Pennsyl vani a on Septenber the 11th. The

I ndi ctment nanes the foll ow ng individuals as unindicted co-
conspirators:

Gsama bin Laden, head of the al Qaeda network;
Ayman al - Zawahiri, head of the Egyptian |slam c Jihad:

Moust af fa Ahmed al - Hawasawi (sp), who is alleged to have
provi ded funding to Myussaoui and sone of the 19 hijackers
from bank accounts in the United Arab Emrates;

Ranzi Bi nal shi bh, believed to have been a nenber of the al
Qaeda Hanmburg cell, who is alleged to have transferred funds
t o Moussaoui .

Al so nanmed as unindicted co-conspirators are: Mhaned Atta,
Abdul Al omari, Wail Alshari, Wil eed Al shehri and Satam al -
Sugam , the hijackers of American Airlines Flight nunber 11;
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Mar wan al - Shehhi, Fayez Ahnmed, Ahned Al gandi, Hanza Al gandi

and Mohal d Al shehri, the hijackers of United Airlines Flight
175; Khalid al-Mdhar, Nawaq Al hanei, Hani Hanjour, Salem

Al hanzi and Maj ed Mbged, the hijackers of American Airlines
Flight 77; and Ziad Jarrah, Ahned Al haznawi, Saeed Al ghandi,
Ahned Al nam, the hijackers of United Airlines Flight nunber
93.

For those who continue to doubt al Qaeda's role in the
murders of Septenber 11th, our indictnent offers 30 pages of
chilling allegations of al Qaeda's canpaign of terror. It
lists four counts agai nst Moussaoui -- pardon ne, it lists
Si X counts agai nst Moussaoui, four of which authorize the
maxi mum penal ty, upon conviction, of death. The indictnent

I ssued today charges that al Qaeda conspired to commt acts
of terrorism conspired to conmt aircraft piracy, conspired
to destroy aircraft, conspired to use weapons of nass
destruction, conspired to nurder United States enpl oyees,
and conspired to destroy property.

As the indictnent sets forth, the United States all eges that
Moussaoui engaged in the sane preparation for nurder as the
19 co-conspirators who carried out the Septenber 11lth

hi j acki ngs. The indictnent specifies that Mussaoui, I|ike
the 19 hijackers who killed thenselves in the nane of terror
on Septenber the 11th, trained at an al Qaeda-affiliated
canp in Afghanistan. It alleges that Mussaoui, |like the
others, received flight training in the United States. It

al l eges that Mussaoui, |ike the others, received funding
fromsources in Germany and the Mddle East. It all eges that
Moussaoui, like his co-conspirator, Mhamed Atta, made
inquiries with a crop-dusting conpany and had in his
possessi on a conputer disk containing information related to
the aerial application of pesticides.

The indictnment issued today is a chronicle of evil, a
careful |y docunented year-by-year, nonth-by-nonth, day-by-
day account of a terrorist conspiracy that gathered both
force and intensity in the weeks before Septenber the 11th.
Zacarias Moussaoui is alleged to have been an active
participant in this conspiracy, alongside the 19 terrorists
who carried it out. Mussaoui is charged with undergoi ng the
sanme training, receiving the sane fundi ng, and pl edging the

http://www.usdoj.gov/ag/speeches/2001/agcrisisremarks12_11.htm (2 of 11) [5/13/2003 2:50:10 PM]



#12-11-01: Attorney Genera Transcript News Conference regarding Zacarias Moussaoui December 11, 2001 DOJ Conference Center

sane commtnent to kill Americans as the hijackers.

The indi ctnent descri bes how Moussaoui worked in concert

W th unindicted co-conspirators Mustaffa Ahned al - HHwasaw
(sp) and Ranzi Binal shibh, who are fugitives, to carry about
the Septenber 11th attacks.

When Bi nal shi bh was refused entry into the United States, he
Is alleged to have acted as a financier and facilitator of
terrorism transferring funds to Moussaoui and ot her
terrorists fromhis position in Hanburg, GCermany.

Al - Hawasawi (sp) is alleged to have been anot her source of
funding for the Septenber 11th plot. The indictnent charges
that al- Hawasaw (sp) noved funds to Bi nal shibh in Gernmany
who, in turn, wired noney to Mouussaoui for flight training
in the United States. Moussaoui is charged as an active
conspirator in the al Qaeda terrorist machine that to this
day threatens the civilized world.

The indictnent alleges -- it alleges that these terrorists
provided training canps and mlitary and intelligence
training in Afghanistan, in Pakistan, in Sudan and ot her
areas for use of al Qaeda and its affiliated groups,

I ncl udi ng the Egyptian Islam c Jihad. The charges al so
allege that the terrorists gave financial support on behalf
of al Qaeda, including purchasing land for training canps,
pur chasi ng comuni cati ons and el ectroni cs equi pnent, and
transporting currency and weapons to nenbers of al Qaeda and
Its associated terrorist organizations.

The acts of war on Septenber 11th were an attack on all of
America. |In response, we have assenbled a team of

I nvestigators and prosecutors who are anong Anerica's
brightest and best. This indictnent is the cul mnation of
literally thousands of hours of effort on the part of these
dedi cated nen and wonen. | comrend the nmen and wonen of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. Led by D rector Bob
Muel | er, these individuals have worked beyond fatigue; they
have wor ked seven days a week, 24 hours a day, to identify,
track down and disrupt terrorist networks.
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| congratul ate Deputy Attorney CGeneral Larry Thonpson, and
Assi stant Attorney General M chael Chertoff, both forner
U.S. attorneys, distinguished for targeting and bringing

down crimnal enterprises. | comend themfor their equally
extraordinary work in this investigation bringing us to this
nonent .

Today's indictnent is the product of a national prosecution
effort undertaken by the Departnent of Justice Septenber 11
Task Force. Although these charges are brought in the
Eastern District of Virginia, prosecutors fromthe Southern
District of New York, together with prosecutors fromthe
Eastern District of Virginia, and the Crimnal D vision of
the Departnent of Justice here in Washington, have |l ed the
Septenber 11th Task Force and will conprise the prosecution
t eam

| congratulate Paul McNulty, the U S. attorney for the
Eastern District of Virginia, and Mary Jo Wite, U S
attorney for the Southern District of New York. Under Mary
Jo Wiite's | eadership, her office secured the conviction of
four al Qaeda terrorists who were sentenced to life in
prison without the possibility of parole for their
participation in the August 1998 bonbing of two Anerican
enbassies in Africa.

QO her terrorismcases are currently pending in the Southern
District of New York. Today's indictnent is being brought in
Virginia in recognition of the fact that we are engaged in a
nati onal struggle against terrorismand that we w ||

I nvestigate and prosecute the terrorist networks on nultiple
| egal fronts, and that the Septenber 11th attack struck at
one of the nost inportant institutions of governnent, the
United States Pentagon.

For three nonths now, the famlies of victins of Septenber
11t h have waited for the killers of their |oved ones to pay
the price for their crimes. We wll shortly be nmaking
avai |l able a website and a 1- 800 nunber for victins and
victinse' famlies to follow the progress of this
prosecuti on.
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The indictnent of Zacarias Moussaoui is an inportant step in
securing justice for the victins of Septenber 11th.

Today, 7,000 mles fromthe field of battle in Afghanistan,
another victory is taking shape in the war on terrorism The
val ues of freedom and justice that terrorists hate and
sought to extinguish on Septenber 11th have been vi ndi cated
as justice is served. Anerica and the civilized world are
united in defense of liberty and in the pursuit of justice.
The United States wll confort and care for those victim zed
by terrorism The United States wll pursue and puni sh those
who perpetrate terrorism W will be relentless and
resolute. We will not forget. And we will prevail.

Thank you. Bob.

MR. MJELLER: Thank you, M. Attorney CGeneral. And good
afternoon all. This norning, people across the country and
around the world renenbered and honored those who | ost their
lives, those who saved |lives, and those whose lives were
changed forever by the tragic events of Septenber 11th. The
I ndi ctment we are announcing today is an inportant step in
the process of bringing justice to those we believe to be
connected to these violent and vicious attacks on Anerica.

Zacari as Moussaoui first canme to our attention on August
15th when we at the FBI received information about the
suspi cious circunstances of his flight training. The FBI

working with the INS was enabled -- was able to assure that
Moussaoui was detai ned on the foll ow ng day on visa
viol ati on charges, and he remained in custody since -- and

has remai ned in custody since August 16th.

The FBI continued to investigate Myussaoui after his
detention. And as we have uncovered information on the
Septenber 11th attacks, and as is alleged in the indictnent,
Moussaoui followed many of the sane patterns and took many
of the sanme steps as the other -- as the 19 hijackers.

As the indictnment charges, Mussaoui was present at an al
Qaeda- based terrorist training canp in Afghani stan three
years ago. He attended flight school and took comrerci al
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flight training courses. He purchased flight deck videos
froman Chio flight store, just as Mohamred Atta and the

ot her hijackers had done before him He purchased knives and
protective equi pnent. He | ooked into d obal Positioning
System technol ogy. And like Atta, he also researched crop
dusti ng.

The indictnent al so alleges that Mussaoui was |inked to
Ranzi Bi nal shi bh, an associate of Atta who tried
unsuccessfully to get into the United States on four
separ at e occasi ons.

As the indictnent charges, at the tinme of Binalshibh's |ast
failed attenpt to enter the United States, Mussaoui was
contacting flight schools and nmaki ng arrangenents to have a
l egitimate presence in the United States.

| n February of 2001, Mbussaoui arrived in the United States,
opened a bank account with $32,000 in cash and i nmedi ately
enrolled in a flight school. And as al so charged in the
indictnent, in early August 2001, Mbussaoui received $14, 000
from Germany, sent to himby Binalshibh. Lastly, on August
10th, as the indictnment all eges, he paid for flight |essons
with $6,300 in cash.

| want to thank all those who contributed to today's

I ndi ctnment, including our partners here in the United
States, as well as our partners overseas, whose cooperation
and investigative skills were invaluable. And with the help
of our partners here in the United States and overseas, we
wll continue to investigate to ensure that justice is done.
Thank you.

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT: Yes.

Q M. Attorney General, is M. Mussaoui cooperating? And
can you tell us, since he followed the sanme patterns, but

M. Mieller has told us that he wasn't the 20th hijacker, do
you believe that he was going to be involved in a second
wave of attacks and additional hijackings?

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT: Very frankly, I'mnot going to be
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comrenting on the evidence. I'"'mjust -- the indictnent is
substantial. | believe you have a copy of it, and it speaks
for itself. Thank you.

Yes, sir?
Q WII you be seeking the death penalty in this case, sir?

ATTY GEN. ASHCRCFT: The Departnent of Justice has a
procedure for evaluating indictnents that have been returned
by grand juries where there are death-eligible offenses.

That procedure involves a program of eval uation and
recommendations. That will be conducted expeditiously, but
the procedures wll be followed, and a determnation wll be
made subsequent to that procedure having been conpl et ed.

Yes, sSir?

Q Could you tell us about your decision to bring these
prosecutions in Virginia, rather than in New York? The U. S.
attorney's office there has been bringing these prosecutions
for some years and devel oped sone expertise in these kinds
of cases, and of course, nost of the victins were in New
York. Why did you decide to bring this in Virginia?

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT: Well, this is first an assault on the
United States of Anerica, as well as the entirety of the
civilized world. You know dozens and dozens of nations | ost
lives in the various sites. The crines here were conmmtted
from Mai ne and Massachusetts to New Jersey, New York,

Pennsyl vania, Virginia. This is a national matter. W have
focused the national investigative effort here in

Washi ngton, D.C., under the direction of the FBI, and of
course with the deputy attorney general and then Assistant
Attorney Ceneral M chael Chertoff. W have taken expertise
fromaround the country to assenble the prosecution team as
well as the investigative resources. And it's with that in
mnd that the proximty to this investigation would make the
best sense for us to bring this case, using these resources,
here in this setting.

Yes?
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Q M. Attorney Ceneral ? Bin Laden and ot hers have been naned
as unindicted co-conspirators. That doesn't preclude

I ndi cting them sonmewhere down the line in the investigation,
does it?

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT: No, it does not in any way.
Yes? Front row.
Q Where i s Moussaoui now?

ATTY GEN. ASHCRCOFT: He is being detained in the United
States -- by the United States of America. And |'m not able
to give you a specific address for that detention.

Sir?

Q M. Attorney General, the evidence is nounting agai nst
Gsama bin Laden. W've heard about the tape that has yet to
be rel eased, and by your own account the evidence is pretty
conpel ling. Wiy was he not indicted at this particul ar
poi nt ?

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT: Well, we have indicted the individual
that we have in custody at this particular tine. And

woul dn't -- other than that, | wouldn't draw any concl usions
about the fact that others are unindicted.

Yes, sir?

Q You nentioned he foll owed the sane patterns, but during
the tinme that he was in this country, did he have any
contact, direct contact wth the other 19 invol ved?

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT: | think the indictnment [ays out the

broad outlines of the case very clearly. | would refer you
to that, and then indicate that while it does that, there

w Il be substantial and other additional evidence that wll
be presented at trial, but about which I will not comrent at
this tine.
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Q M. Attorney General, would you speak about the concern
over the use of mlitary tribunals against people -- foreign-
born fol ks arrested in the United States?

ATTY GEN. ASHCRCOFT: | believe that the idea of having
mlitary commssions to try war crimnals as a tool for the
president of the United States is a good tool for himto
have at his disposal.

This case nerely indicates that nmy responsibility is to
bri ng charges agai nst those who commt crines and are to be
tried in the crimnal justice system W have done so in
this instance. W believe that the indictnent speaks clearly
about the nature of this case.

Yes, i n the back.

Q M. Attorney General, why was the indictnment brought
today, on the third anniversary?

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT: We've been working, as |I've conmmended,
wth these individuals for their outstanding effort and the
organi zations they represent, day and night to devel op this.
We believe that when the grand jury voted to bring forth
these six counts in this indictnent that it woul d
appropriate to carry those counts imrediately to the judge
and to proceed.

Yes, sir.

Q Wiy was -- given that this man was in custody before
Septenber 11th, why was it not possible to | earn enough from
himto prevent these attacks?

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT: | don't -- maybe the director of the FBI
wants to nmake that statenent. W | earned enough to keep him
I n custody. And individuals who are uncooperative don't --
frequently don't becone very substantial sources of

I nformati on.

MR, MJELLER: | think, as |'ve indicated before, he was -- at
the point intine after he was arrested on INS charges, we
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obtai ned no further information fromhim And consequently,
while there was sone information to follow up on, which we
did follow up on, he was not cooperative at that tine.

QM. Drector, was he the 20th hijacker or not? | nean,
there is no information in the indictnent that seens to
clearly link himto the other 19 apart fromhis parallel
activities.

MR. MUJELLER: Well, | think if you parse the indictnent you
w |l see that Binalshibh attenpted four tinmes to cone into
the United States and was rejected on those four occasions.
Subsequent to that fourth tine he was rejected, you will see
M. Moussaoui attenpting to cone in the United States. Those
are the allegations in the indictnent, and the indictnent
speaks for itself.

Q He's still not cooperating with you, though.

QM. Director? In terns of the investigation, to follow up
on his question, were there any patterns that were m ssed at
the tinme? Was there a need for a broader investigation to
see if other people may have been engaging in this type of
trai ni ng?

MR. MJELLER: Well, at the tine the agents | ooked at his

I nvol venment with the flight school, they -- as |'ve

I ndi cated before, the agents in M nneapolis sought to do a
FISA wre on a | aptop, and the attorneys at the FBI believed
there was insufficient probable cause, and he was being

I nvestigated -- his activities were being investigated when
Sept enber 11th occurred.

Now, could we have done sonething el se, perhaps, to avoid it
In that investigation? Wwo can say? All | can tell you is
that the agents on the scene attenpted to follow up
aggressively. The attorneys back at FBI determ ned that
there was insufficient probable cause for a FI SA which
appears to be an accurate decision. And Septenber 11lth
happened.

STAFF: Last question pl ease.
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QDirector, is it your intention then to show that

Bi nal shi bh was going to cone to the United States and hijack
a plane with the other hijackers, but when he couldn't,
Moussaoui was to take his place and do that? I nean, is that
what you intend to prove?

ATTY GEN. ASHCROFT: The indictnent is substantial. It
al l eges a very serious set of facts. There nmay be additi onal
facts and evidence that are provided at the tinme of trial,
but we will not go beyond the indictnent today. The rules
relating to statenents we nmake limt us to staying within

t he indictnent.

Yes.

Q Attorney CGeneral, |ast week, when you testified about the
tribunals, you tal ked about you didn't want to see

def endants with flanboyant defense attorneys and a long --
and people with, you know, a talk show of their own. Aren't
you now going to see a very long, expensive trial, since
Moussaoui will be afforded two defense | awers since he's
facing the death penalty?

ATTY GEN. ASHCRCFT: We look forward to this trial and the
presentation of the evidence, which is -- | think the
indictnents clearly indicated the direction in which we w |
nove. And to go beyond the indictnment now and try and
describe the trial, it would not be appropriate for ne to do
t hat .

Thank you all very much. Thank you.

END.
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