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Iraqi lawmakers conduct probe into the December 8 attacks
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 There are approximately 295,000 Iraqi refugees currently registered with UNHCR in 

neighboring countries.  There are likely significant  numbers of  unregistered refugees as 

well.   UNHCR reports that 1.5 million Iraqis displaced by sectarian violence following the 

Samarra Mosque bombing of February 2006  remain internally displaced in Iraq. 

 In FY09, the State Department’s Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration contributed 

$ 303.4 million to international organizations and nongovernmental organizations to assist 

displaced Iraqis inside the country and in the region.  

 Since the program's inception in FY07, 37,573 Iraqi refugees have been admitted for U.S. 

resettlement, an increase of 622 since the last report.  The U.S. admitted 18,838 Iraqi 

refugees in FY09.

 As of September 2009, a total of 1,606 Special Immigrant Visa (SIVs) have been issued for 

Iraqi translators and interpreters (and their dependents) since FY07 (under the Section 1059 

program).  

 As of September 2009, a total of 3,028 SIVs have been issued for Iraqis employed by or on 

behalf of the U.S. government (and their dependents) since FY08 (under the Section 1244 

program).  

 Secretary of State Hillary Clinton announced July 24 that the United States was contributing 

more than $100 million in new assistance to support the return and reintegration of 

displaced Iraqis.



8 UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED



9 UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED

•

•

GOI releases militant cleric amidst anticipated fifth British hostage release  
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GOI releases militant cleric amidst anticipated fifth British hostage release.  
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Oil prices are rising, but exports below 2009 targets
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Continued progress in the oil sector

•

•
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Economic Indicator This Week Last Week Last Month Last Year

Iraqi Commercial Bond Sales

Price (USD) $77.13 $77.37 $76.56 $64.50

Yield 8.26% 8.35% 8.36% 10.32%
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Engineering firm’s reconstruction contract set to reinvigorate Baghdad’s economic and 

cultural infrastructure

•
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 Electricity supply from the grid  December 23-29 was 11% above the year-earlier 

period and met 69% of estimated demand, compared with 62% for the earlier period. 
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Iraq’s IHEC continues out-of-country voting coordination with foreign countries
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PRT Ninewa, in conjunction with local farmers associations, completed construction on 

36 greenhouses throughout the province.  The completion of  these greenhouses marks 

the end of  the first phase of  a grassroots capacity-building program to purchase and build 

greenhouses for Iraqi farmers in Ninewa province.  Local farmers enter a lottery through 

the farmers association and earn the chance to win a greenhouse, or hoop house as they 

are known locally, paid for by the PRT.  Winners of  the lottery receive training from the 

Ministry of  Agriculture on the greenhouse farming industry. Recipients of  the 

greenhouses are expected to pay a portion of  the proceeds from their crop to the farmers 

association to buy additional greenhouses for other farmers. 

PRT Diwaniyah has been assisting the provincial government with an anti-drug campaign and 

recently attended the second of  two conferences at Quadisiyah University on the war against 

illegal drugs.  During the conference, which was attended by leading political and academic figures 

as well as Baghdad ministry officials, representatives from the Ministry of  Health reported that 

30% of  persons between 13 and 30 years of  age are using illicit drugs.  Growing concern over the 

use of  illegal drugs in the region has prompted the local government to request information on 

how the U.S. Government can help.  PRT Diwaniyah has assisted by providing anti-drug posters 

for several communities in the province. 
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